
Welcome to the 2021-22
More Able (MASt), and Gifted & Talented 

Students’ Open Evening



Aims of the Programme

• To identify academic strengths and specific talent in our students

• To differentiate upwards for MASt students in all lessons and for Gifted
& Talented students in their nominated subjects

• To provide access to wide ranging resources, extra– and super–curricular
opportunities in order to challenge all MASt and Gifted & Talented
students and help them to fulfil their potential

• To foster curiosity, love of learning and debate through academic
mentoring

• Develop independent learning and wider reading skills

MASt and Gifted & Talented 
Open Evening 2022



Policy
At Sir John Lawes School we believe that all children are entitled to an education that will enable them to

develop their full potential - be that intellectual, physical, aesthetic, creative, emotional, spiritual or social - finding
appropriate challenge in our learning environment.

All students have individual needs, making personalized learning a priority in our teaching and learning. Sir John Lawes
School is committed to providing a sufficiently challenging curriculum for all its students. In addition, we will provide
opportunities to identify those who are more able and nurture their individual abilities.

All students have an entitlement to the following:

• Staff commitment and training to develop students’ full potential at all times.

• Lessons that stimulate, engage, challenge, inform, excite and encourage through partnership and dialogue with
teachers and other students and active participation in the lesson.

• Courses that lead to examinations and accreditation.

• Skilled, well-prepared and informed teachers who have a perspective and understanding of whole school needs,
problems and policies, especially those concerning issues related to those students identified as more able.

• An entitlement beyond subject teaching, including preparation for adult life and preparation for the world of work.
This should include extra-curricular activity, personal and social education, careers guidance and counselling,
extramural experiences including visits to local industry, work experience and community service.
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Identification and monitoring
Year 7 students sit Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs) in their first term. Those achieving an average CATS stanine
of 8 or more are identified as More Able Students.
They are added to the More Able Students (MASt) and Gifted and Talented Register and parents are
informed by letter. These students will always be identified as MASt until the end of Year 11. In Sixth Form,
More Able Students are identified as the top 10% in their year group using their GCSE Average Points
Score.
The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4) is the most widely used test of reasoning ability in the UK and has been
fully standardized on 25,000 UK pupils. The suite of tests has been developed to support schools in
understanding pupils’ developed abilities and likely academic potential. Results from CAT4 can help in
intervention, monitoring progress and setting targets for future attainment.
Aimed at pupils between 6 to 17+ years, CAT4 assesses a pupil’s ability to reason with and manipulate
different types of material through a series of Verbal, Non-Verbal, Quantitative and Spatial Ability tasks.
Together, these four tests provide teachers with a comprehensive profile of a pupil’s reasoning abilities,
and as such the core abilities related to learning.
The resulting data can then be used to identify a pupil’s strengths, weaknesses and learning preferences,
providing accurate and reliable information that is essential for personalized learning. The more we know
about a pupil, the better position we should be in to offer a learning environment and ways of teaching
and learning that allow pupils to maximize their potential. Information about a pupil’s reasoning ability will
be key to many teaching decisions and is considered alongside attainment data and other factors known to
impact on learning, such as attendance and attitude.
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Gifted and Talented Students
Gifted Subjects
Business Studies & Economics, Computing, English, History, Geography, Mathematics, Modern Foreign
Languages, Religious Studies, Science.

Talented Subjects
Art, Critical Thinking, Dance, Drama, Food Technology, Leadership, Life Skills, Media, Music, Physical Education,
Product Design/Graphics, Textiles.

There is a formal yearly review and update of the Gifted and Talented Register in the Autumn term for Years 8 –
13 and in the Spring term for Year 7. Students are continually monitored by teaching staff, who nominate
students for inclusion in the MASt and Gifted and Talented Register for outstanding performance in their subject
area, or in any other activity staff are aware of. This includes nominations by the Pastoral team (Form Tutors and
Heads of Year) following outstanding achievements in extra-curricular and/or super-curricular activities.

Parents of these students are written to in the Autumn term notifying them of their child’s Gifted and/or
Talented subject nomination(s) for that academic year. These students would receive differentiated work in their
nominated subjects stretching and challenging them further. If a student underachieves subsequently over the
course of the academic year, their teacher can decide not to nominate them for inclusion in the following
academic year’s Register.

It would be expected that MASt students should have a larger number of Gifted and Talented nominations than
other students.



A selection of 2021-22 Enrichment Opportunities

Sixth Form Silk 
painting in Textiles

Design & 
Technology Truss 
Bridge challengeYear 7 girls Computing 

Coding afternoon 
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A selection of 2021-22 Enrichment Opportunities

BBC Young Reporter 
anchors
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Year 9 Band

MEI Year 10 Maths Feast - SJL won 
two out of the four rounds and we 

finished second overall school.
We won the Best Teamwork trophy



A selection of 2021-22 Enrichment Opportunities

Successful students in 
Latin Club with their 

Cambridge Latin 
course certificates
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Go and Chess Club meets  
several lunchtimes a 
week with a Go adult 

tutor

Over 18 students have gained 
Grade 8s in their chosen 

instrument over the last two 
years



Provision within the Curriculum

A rich and varied range of activities and differentiated resources are specifically designed to
extend our More Able Students and Gifted & Talented students. Teaching strategies have been
developed to address different learning styles. Curriculum-related extension courses and Masterclasses
run either in-house or with external providers. Faculties provide reading lists for further study.

Electronic resources are enriched with access, sometimes by subscription. These are
accessible from every student’s and school desktop as BBC Shakespeare’s Archive, Churchill Archive for
Schools, Complete Issues, Digital Theatre Plus, Dynamic Learning Journals, HayPlayer, Issues Online,
JSTOR, New Scientist Archive, Newspapers for Schools, and Royal Geographical Society — peerless
academic resources with digitization of thousands of academic journals, books, and pamphlets plus
podcasts giving students’ wider reading and research more depth and breadth.
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Year 12 students visit Oxbridge Masterclasses and
Open Days throughout the year. These afford
opportunities to talk to academics, experience
lectures and practical teaching with advice on
applications and a chance to see student
accommodation. They come highly recommended
by all our students, whether they apply or not!

Our Learned Lunch gathers Oxbridge candidates
together to meet ex-SJL students who have
graduated from Oxbridge.

Oxbridge
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Rebecca - Psychological and 

Behavioural Sciences, Cambridge

Charlotte  – Economics, 

Cambridge

Rebecca – Modern and Medieval 

Languages, Cambridge

Suse – Natural Sciences, 

Cambridge

Leticia - Italian and Spanish, Oxford



E-resources for 
for all students
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What should students do?
It is important to read critically by thinking carefully about the arguments, assumptions and evidence being presented by the author. Reading 
quality news sources can be a useful way to encounter stories relevant to your academic interests and, more generally, to practise assessing 
arguments and weighing evidence. Some suggestions include: 

•Broadsheet/Berliner newspapers: The Guardian, The Times, The Independent, The Daily Telegraph 

•BBC News online: www.bbc.co.uk/

•Al Jazeera English: www.aljazeera.com/

•The Economist: www.economist.com/

•CNN online: http://edition.cnn.com/

•The New Statesman magazine: www.newstatesman.com/

•www.jstor.org (use the school’s log in and password)

•TED Talks are influential videos from expert speakers on education, business, science, tech and creativity: https://www.ted.com/talks

•Curated by professional editors, The Conversation offers informed commentary and debate on the issues affecting our 
world: http://theconversation.com/uk

•BBC iPlayer for factual TV and radio programmes https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer

•‘In Our Time’ is a particularly useful introduction to hundreds of subjects: www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/features/in-our- time/archive/

• The Library should be your second home! Use the school library which has an excellent range of hard copy titles, magazines, newspapers 
and e-resources.

• Join Harpenden’s or your Local Library also and make use of their resources. You can then upload the Libby app to your phone and access 
audio books for free!

•Use subject wider reading lists, e-resources and JSTOR to further your study and independent learning. Ask your teacher for wider reading 
lists.

MASt and Gifted & Talented Open Evening 2016
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What can parents do?

• Notify us of your child’s exceptional achievements outside school

• Use the MASt and Gifted & Talented pages of the website to keep up to date 
with the latest enrichment opportunities at                                       
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/853/more-able-and-gifted-talented-students

• Encourage participation in extra – and super- curricular and enrichment 
activities

• Encourage discussion of current topics and issues to develop communication 
skills and a questioning approach — questions are as important as answers

• Consider fundraising 

• Contact us with any queries: Head of MASt and Gifted & Talented, Mrs. Brining 
at ebrining@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
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