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Education for a changing world 

At Sir John 
Lawes, our vision 
is to produce 
young people of 
whom we can all 
be proud, who 
have achieved 

more than they ever believed 
possible and who are ready to 
contribute to their local, national 
and global communities.

At the heart of everything we do is our 
desire to ensure that students receive the 
highest standards of teaching and learning 
and a curriculum that enables them to make 
outstanding progress, no matter what their 
starting point. However, education is about 
much more than just exam results and our 
statement ‘Education for a changing world’ 
reflects our understanding that the world 
into which our students will emerge is an 
unpredictable one. They will need much 
more than just good qualifications – and so 
we are also focused on helping them develop 
into well-rounded individuals in all aspects of 
their lives.

Our shared values of the school community 
are summed up in the Sir John Lawes ACE: 
Achievement, Care and Excellence. 

•	 Achievement	in	academic,	artistic,	sporting,	
cultural and other forms with a focus on 
teaching and learning.

•	 Care	for	students,	staff	and	others	within	and	
beyond the school community.

•	 Excellent	standards,	manners,	honesty,	
personal integrity and uniform.

The ACE underpins everything that we do 
and provides a secure basis for all we strive 
to accomplish.

There is so much more that marks out SJL as 
a place where each individual can receive the 
support and challenge they need to help them 
thrive; a prospectus only gives a glimpse. We 
are immensely proud of the work we do here 
so if you like what you see in the following 
pages and would like to learn more, please do 
visit us and experience the Sir John Lawes ACE 
for yourself!

Claire Robins OBE, Headteacher
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Welcome to
Sir John Lawes School

“At Sir John Lawes I have 
excelled in Maths and now 
really enjoy my lessons; it 
was a subject I found difficult 
before. I particularly enjoy 
Maths Club. I also like rugby 
and tennis club too.” 

Year 7 student
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Every	student	is	different.	No	
educational experiences are the 
same. 

We pride ourselves on our broad and balanced 
curriculum. In Key Stage 3 all students study 
English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, 
Modern Foreign Languages, Arts, Technology, 
PE and Life Skills. Curriculum options are 
available in Years 8 and 9 to allow increased 
flexibility and choice. In Key Stage 4 all 
students	follow	a	core	offer	although	there	is	
considerable scope for personalisation and 
alternative curriculum pathways. In the Sixth 
Form, students are able to select from a wide 
range of A-level subjects. 

Students are encouraged and expected 
to become independent learners during 
their time with us, seeking information for 
themselves, challenging received ideas and 
coming to their own informed judgements. 
They demonstrate their enthusiasm for 
learning by having a very high rate of 
attendance in school, by contributing actively 
to their lessons and by producing work of 
genuine excellence. 

We have a highly trained, well-motivated, 
dedicated	staff	of	teachers,	many	of	whom	
have additional qualifications in their subjects 
or in educational study. They devote a great 
deal of their time to planning their lessons, 
producing bespoke resources and sharing 
their strategies with their colleagues. 

Continued improvements in our facilities have 
supported the school’s policy of providing 
a high quality learning environment for all 
students. Classrooms, laboratories, studios and 
the sports hall encourage students to study in 
pleasant surroundings with the latest teaching 
resources and technologies to support 
them. Our media and creative facilities are 
probably unrivalled within the school system 
and comprise television and media studios 
including virtual studios, location filming and 
recording equipment. 

Outstanding 
Learning
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Extra-curricular 
Opportunities
The range of extra-curricular 
opportunities available at SJL is 
unrivalled. They help to support 
work in the curriculum and enable 
students to learn new skills, such 
as team work and resilience, 
whilst having fun and making 
new friends.

Each year we offer an extensive programme 
of concerts, plays and musicals, allowing 
students opportunities to perform before a 
variety of audiences. On the sporting side, 
we offer a huge choice of activities that 
reflects our broad sporting curriculum. As 
well as traditional sports like football, rugby 
and netball, we also offer more unusual 
options such as indoor rowing, futsal and 
golf. PE plays a major role in our promotion 
of healthy lifestyles and the PE staff 
encourage all students to participate fully. 

In addition to many trips and visits to the 
theatre and places of interest in the UK, 
students have the opportunity to travel more 
widely to enhance their learning. The English 
faculty take students to the battlefields 
of the Somme and Ypres. The Modern 

Foreign Languages faculty offers trips and 
visits to locations such as Barcelona and 
Bingen Am Rhein, and German exchanges 
in Years 10 and 12. The History faculty visits 
Normandy in Year 9. Geographers have 
the chance to visit places such as Iceland, 
Swanage and Epping Forest and our work on 
the Global Dimension has enabled students 
to visit Downing Street, the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, Brussels, Germany 
and Zambia. Musicians participate in annual 
band tours to destinations such as the Czech 
Republic, Slovenia and Switzerland and 
each year a group of students takes part in a 
World Challenge trip, and destinations have 
included Morocco, Vietnam and Romania.

Finally we offer a huge choice of lunchtime 
and after school clubs in areas such as 
Media, Art, Music, Science, Public speaking, 
Duke of Edinburgh, Latin Club, Library 
reading groups, Young Enterprise and 
Dragons’ Apprentice. From the Ukulele 
Club to Robotics Club – there’s something 
for everyone!

Education for a changing world 
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Successful learning thrives when 
students feel safe, confident, 
respected, valued and intrigued. 

From the moment a child obtains a place at 
Sir John Lawes, the process of supporting 
them to become a successful learner within 
a nurturing environment begins. On entering 
the school, all students become members of a 
form group comprising students of the same 
age who are all experiencing the same stage 
of their education. This marks the beginning 
of a strong bond with their form tutor who will 
maintain an overview of each child’s academic 
and personal development. Year groups are 
supported by a head of year and student 
services manager, who take an overview of 
the students’ progress; we also have a school 
counsellor on site.

In addition every member of the SJL 
community,	students	and	staff,	belongs	to	one	
of seven Houses: Austen, Britten, Hepworth, 
King,	Lawes,	Newton	and	Ryder	-	all	named	
after leaders in their field and positive role 
models. Students earn points for their Houses 
through	excellent	work	or	effort	and	through	
taking part in specific competitions and their 
house group provides cross-year support 
and encouragement.

Careers guidance runs throughout the school 
years, beginning with Enterprise Days in Years 
7, 8 and 9, work experience in Years 10 and 
12 and careers fairs in Years 11, 12 and 13 to 
give just a few examples. Students also have 
the opportunity to meet with our school 
careers	staff	and	external	careers	advisers	for	
individual advice and guidance. Each year 
our students progress to courses at the best 
universities and employment with most 
prestigious companies.

Students with special educational needs are 
well catered for by our experienced Learning 
Support faculty and they are given all the 
help they need to achieve their full potential. 
Appropriate arrangements are made for 
students with disabilities to access every area 
of school life. 

Care, Guidance 
& Support

Education for a changing world 
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Future Leaders
At Sir John Lawes we are equipping 
our students to become the 
informed citizens and leaders of 
tomorrow.

As soon as students join us they take on 
responsibilities such as becoming Form 
Representatives,	Anti-Bullying	Ambassadors,	
joining the Library Users’ Group and taking 
part in interview panels. Later they may read 
with younger students, train as Peer Mentors 
and finally become House Captains and 
Prefects. Students are regularly seen taking 
assemblies, delivering workshops and making 
announcements	and	presentations	to	staff.	
Students are consulted frequently about their 
opinions on their own education and teachers 
use their responses to make improvements to 
their lessons. Many of these activities qualify 
students for the SJL Leadership Awards at 
bronze, silver or gold levels. 

We are proud of our formal structure of 
student leadership. Each form elects its own 
representatives, who meet as a Year Council. 
In turn, each Year Council chooses members to 
join the Junior Leadership Team, which is the 
central student leadership body in the school. 
The JLT is coordinated by our Heads of School, 
who set an inspiring example to the rest of 
the school and meet regularly with the Senior 
Leadership Team and Governors. 

But leadership is not only about expressing 
opinions; it is also about taking action to 
make	a	difference.	Our	students	are	active	in	
campaigning for better standards of living 
around the world, both by raising money for 
and increasing awareness of a wide variety 
of issues. Our Oxfam Youth Action Group’s 
activities have won us invitations to the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office and 
Downing Street as well as national recognition 
as an Oxfam Lead School. Our Eco Schools 
Group is relentless in persuading us all to think 
about the environmental consequences of our 
actions and we are proud to hold our fourth 
consecutive Green Flag, a prestigious national 
award which recognises the very highest 
environmental standards in schools.

“I’m so glad I chose Sir John 
Lawes Sixth Form. The range 
of courses on offer let me 
choose exactly the right 
combination for me and 
my teachers challenge and 
support me to do my best. 
The advice and guidance we 
receive is also making me 
feel really confident about my 
next steps.” 

Sixth Form student
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Manland Way, Harpenden, Herts AL5 4QP

Telephone: 01582 760043 

Email: admin@sjl.herts.sch.uk

Website: www.sjl.herts.sch.uk

Part of Scholars’ Education Trust

The Scholar's Education Trust was formed in 2012 
with the aim of enabling its member schools 
to work in genuine partnership to strengthen 
themselves and their communities. Its focus is to 
produce responsible young people of whom all 
can be proud, who have achieved more than they 
ever believed possible and who are prepared to 
make a contribution to their local, national and 
global  opportunities.


