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I am delighted to be writing the introduction to the weekly newsletter for the first time.  I’d like to 
start by thanking parents for ensuring that the students returned following the Easter break, looking 
smart and ready to learn.  Having walked the school each day this week, I am pleased to report that 
their engagement has been excellent.  
 
In a recent recording for the Lawes Lowdown I was asked what I had been most proud of since 
Christmas.  This was a very easy question to answer and I’d like to share my responses as follows: 
 
I was so proud of how each and every student rose to the challenge of being educated remotely via 
MS Teams.  It’s not always easy to control our emotions in relation to a difficult situation but we can 
choose how we respond.  SJL students chose to work through the challenges and continue to be 
fantastic learners.  
 
I was enormously impressed with the staff and how they consistently went above and beyond with 
our remote learning offer and pastoral support.  Where others found the move to remote learning a 
challenge we truly demonstrated why SJL is an outstanding school.  
 
Finally, I was overwhelmed by the response from parents who have supported the school in so many 
ways throughout these difficult times.  I was touched by the many kind messages and gifts we have 
received.  The fact that parents managed to somehow balance supporting their children with their 
studies, whilst holding down their own jobs, was just amazing!  The response from home to the 
Covid-19 testing was also greatly appreciated and demonstrated what a community can achieve 
when we work as one.  It is certainly very reassuring to know that we can rely on such strong support 
as we move forward. 
 
This week, and in light of the Sarah Everard case, Ms Robins delivered an assembly to all students 
to raise awareness.  She reflected on the importance of the C for Care in the Sir John Lawes ACE 
and reminded students that behaviour or language that could be considered to be sexual 
harassment did not reflect our aspiration, which is that all members of the SJL community have the 
right to feel safe, valued and supported.  Students were reminded that such behaviour within school 
would likely lead to serious sanctions.  Also highlighted were the many sources of support available 
to students which enable them to report their concerns.  This included specific staff with 
responsibility for safeguarding and other external organisations that students may contact via phone 
or websites.   
 
It is important that parents are informed of the appropriate channels of communication should their 
child raise a concern. The NSPCC have set up a dedicated helpline: 0800 136 663. The helpline 
offers support and advice, for both students, parents and staff who might be potential victims of 
sexual abuse in schools.  There is also the NSPCC webpage specifically set up for anyone looking 
for further advice and support on these issues. 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please contact me 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 
 

 
Philip Newbery 

Head of School 
 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-helpline/
mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk


LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to Rafferty Smith who passed his Silver Bishop’s Award of the Royal School of 
Church Music and also became one of the head choristers at St Nicholas’ church Harpenden.  
Congratulations also to Edward Halkett who passed his Grade 4 violin. 
 
VACANCY 

 
Scholars Education Trust – Trust Board Vacancy  
 
 
 
 

Are you interested in making a contribution to the education of over 4,000 young people across the 
Scholars’ Education Trust? We are looking to recruit a talented individual to join our trust board 
and contribute to the strategic leadership of our organisation.  
 
The Scholars’ Education Trust (SET) is a multi-phase trust, formed in 2012, currently consisting of 
Sir John Lawes School, Samuel Ryder Academy, Robert Barclay Academy, Harpenden Academy 
and Priory Academy. The Trust prides itself on its collaborative approach to improving school 
performance, with each school within the Trust being encouraged to contribute fully to our shared 
development. At the heart of everything we do is the desire to enable the children in our schools to 
achieve more than they might ever have believed possible.  
 
The shared values of the academy trust are summed up in the ACE: Achievement, Care and 
Excellence. The ACE underpins everything that each academy does and provides a secure basis 
for all we strive to accomplish:  
 
- Achievement in academic, artistic, sporting, cultural and other areas with a focus on teaching and 
learning.  
- Care for students, staff and others beyond the academy trust community.  
- Excellent standards, manners, honesty, personal integrity and uniform.  
 
We are seeking a finance specialist, with experience at CFO level, ideally a qualified accountant, 
who will lead our oversight of strategic financial planning, Trust Budgets, Three-Year Plans, 
Management Accounts, Financial Accounts and our Internal Controls.  
 
The board holds 6 formal meetings a year, currently on Zoom but usually rotating between our 
schools. If you think this is a role that might interest you and would like to find out more then 
please contact the Chair of our Trust, Martin Sidders, on 
M.Sidders@governors.scholarseducationtrust.co.uk   
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

PUBLIC SPEAKING & DEBATING 
 
Congratulations to our Year 9 team (Dillon Muir, Freddie Clark and Ben Rodger) who made it to the 
regional finals of the prestigious English Speaking Union Churchill Schools Public Speaking 
competition. They were one of only two state schools in the round and did a great job, with Dillon 
speaking on the topic of whether the UK is still united and Freddie and Ben working with a student 
from an Oxfordshire school as Chair and Questioner. 
 
A new Year 7 Public Speaking and Debating club will be starting on Friday lunchtimes, from 16th 
April in M7 at 1pm. All Year 7 students are very welcome, whether they have previous experience 
or not. Lunch passes will be available from Mrs Hamilton in the English Office. 
 
Mrs Hamilton  

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home
mailto:M.Sidders@governors.scholarseducationtrust.co.uk


LIBRARY NEWS  

 
 

 
 
 
We want to make the library the best it can be for the students. So, every lunchtime next week we 
are running Library User Group sessions. All students are welcome and should come on their year 
group’s allotted lunchtime.  
 
The students taking part in the Year 8 Book Bingo are doing fantastically- with some already 
having completed a row!  
 
Ramadan Mubarak from the SJL Library!   
 
MY OASIS 
 

The Covid 19 pandemic and periods of school closure over the past year, have affected the lives of 

everyone in our school community in some way.  Here at Sir John Lawes, staff are committed to 

supporting our students and their families through the challenges that they face in life, especially 

with regards to the mental health and wellbeing of our young people. 
  
To help this, we have put together a ‘toolkit ‘called ‘My Oasis’, for you and/or your child to access, 
that focuses on different areas of need identified from within our student population. Its purpose is 
to empower its users to manage their mental health and wellbeing more effectively and 
independently as well as building up resilience to deal with specific issues that are affecting their 
wellbeing.  
  

To access ‘My Oasis’, please use the following link: https://sirjohnlawes.wixsite.com/myoasis 

 

From there, you will be able to access a number of gateways, each with a specific focus that will 

enable you and or your child to manage and support feelings of wellness and wellbeing linked with: 
  

• Healthy Eating 
• Exercise 
• My Journal 
• Reading Lists 
• Mindfulness Games and Puzzles 
• Local support and services 
• Managing Anxiety 
• How to help others 

 
 
 
 

https://sirjohnlawes.wixsite.com/myoasis


DRAMA NEWS 
 
We have had to re-arrange our Lower School Play auditions for Grimm Tales in light of the half day 
on Wednesday 28 April so we are now going with the following dates and locations on the poster 
below!  Any questions then please ask your drama teacher! 
 
Many Thanks 
 
Tim Armitage / Head of Drama 
 
SJL PRESENTS THE LOWER SCHOOL PRODUCTION OF GRIMM TALES 
 
We are looking for 3 Bubble casts from year 7, 8 and 9 for an Open Air Production in July (7th 
and 8th) 

 

 
 
 
 
Auditions on  Wednesday 21st April for Year 9 Students in M17 with Mr Armitage 
Thursday 22nd April for Year 8 in M17 with Miss Woolrych 
Tuesday 27th April for Year 7 in the Hall with Mrs Milton  
3.45 – 5.00pm   
No Preparation necessary but enthusiasm and commitment essential! 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you that we have a Twitter account for keeping students 
and parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. 
Please follow us @SJLPhysEd. 
 
Instagram 
We have also launched our new Instagram account in the summer term which we will use 
alongside Twitter for general updates. Our story may also include snippets from lessons and 
fixtures so it is also worth a follow from both parents and students alike! You can find us by 
searching sjlpedept.  
 
 



 
LUNCHTIME TIMETABLE 

 
AFTER SCHOOL TIMETABLE 

 
Additional Information… 
 
If students have PE on the day of their chosen club they will already be in kit. 
 
However, if they are not in kit they only need to bring trainers for most activities. 
(Rounders, tennis, cricket, softball). This is due to limited changing room use by different year 
groups. 
 
The only exception to this is that they will need to change for ATHLETICS and RUNNING clubs. 
Changing rooms will be made available for these, limited numbers at a time.  

 Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday  Friday 
 

 
Year 7 

 

 
 

Tennis 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket 

  
 

Rounders 

 
Year 8 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket  

 
 

Tennis 

 
 

Rounders 

 

 
Year 9 

 

  
 

Rounders 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket 

 
 

Tennis 

 
Year 10 

 

 
 

Rounders 

   
 

Tennis 

 
 

Cricket 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 7 Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Cricket 
 

Open Choice 

Athletics Running/Walkin
g 
 

Open Choice 

Year 8 Athletics 
 

Open Choice 
 

Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Cricket 
 
 

Running/Walkin
g 
 

Leadership 
 

Open Choice 

Year 9 Cricket  
Athletics 

 
 

Open Choice 
 

Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Running/Walkin
g 
 

Leadership 
 

Open Choice 

Year 10 Rounders Cricket 
 
 

Athletics Tennis 
 

Open Choice 
 

Running/Walkin
g 
 

Open Choice 

Year 
11/12/13 

  
Open Choice 

  
Open Choice 

 
Basketball (PNE) 

 ABA RHO NHA 
JBL 

 
VOB TMA BFR 

RHO NHA JBL 
TBO 

 
JSA AAT DTH 

NHA ABA TBO 
KIS 

 
RMO LCA RWO 

ABA RHO TBO 
JBL 

 
NYO SPO 

TBO ABA KIS 
JBL 

 
DHE TMA 



 

 
 
 
SCHOOL BUSES 
A message from Arriva 
 

 
 
 
 
 

As government restrictions are lifted and non-essential retail, outdoor hospitality, indoor leisure, 
and outdoor settings begin to reopen from 12th April we will be ramping services back up to meet 
demand. This will result in some minor changes to school journeys. Please use this link to find 
details on how our bus services will be running to ensure that all those wishing to travel with us 
can still do so safely and confidently. 
 
Please rest assured that all our buses are Covid-19 secure and undergo enhanced touchpoint 
cleaning each day.  Good ventilation of fresh air is also ensured by keeping windows open 
wherever possible. 
 
To help reduce the amount of physical contact between pupils and drivers, we are asking pupils to 
only use contactless payment or pre- purchase tickets via the Arriva UK Bus app. Cash will only be 
accepted as a form of payment in exceptional circumstances and where the correct fare can be 
paid, our drivers will not be able to provide change at this time. 
 
Details of Arriva’s direct debit schemes can be found on the links below 
Child/Scholar tickets are for students up to and including year 11 
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/school-travel 
 
Student tickets are for any student (6th form upwards) regardless of age, as long as they hold a 
valid student ID 
www.arrivabus.co.uk/student-travel 
For student, parent and carer enquiries, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk 
 

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home
https://www.arrivabus.co.uk/school-travel
http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/student-travel
mailto:talktous@arriva.co.uk


PHYSICS MASTERCLASS Y12 TASTER DAY 

 

When: Saturday, 15 May 2021, 10:00 — 14:15 

Booking Deadline: Friday, 14 May 2021, 12:00 

Event details 

Are you... 

• in Year 12 studying Physics and Maths? 
• considering studying Physics, Maths or Engineering at university? 
• keen to improve your problem solving skills? 

Aims 

Subject Masterclasses provide students with an opportunity to 

• develop their confidence and understanding of physics concepts, 
• to experience typical undergraduate teaching at Cambridge, 
• learn about how to prepare for applying to university. 

This Masterclass includes: 

• Active problem solving - students will work with Cambridge University lecturers to solve 
extended physics problems using concepts from the school curriculum. 

• An introduction to Natural Sciences and the Cambridge admissions process 
• A taster lecture delivered by leading academic members of staff from the University 

Important information 

• The event will be LIVE and online. 
• Students will be able to ask questions LIVE through the Isaac Physics site. The questions 

will be seen online by the lecturers and presenters ONLY. Students will not see each other 
or be able to communicate with each other. 

• To participate, attendees will just need access to the internet and a webpage. 
• Those who book onto this event will be asked to complete some preparation work. 

Students should spend no more than 1 hour attempting the questions. This preparation 
will ensure that the event can be tailored to the audience and enable students to make the 
most of the sessions. 

Bring with you 

Students should bring to the workshop 

• a pen, pencil, 
• plenty of paper and 
• a scientific calculator. 



Booking onto the event 
The event is FREE and booking is open to individuals. Please note that students must book their 
own place on the workshop. When you book you will be sent some instructions and further details 
about the programme. 
See https://isaacphysics.org/events/20210515_y12_cambridgemasterclass to register. 
 
THE REALLY POPULAR BOOK CLUB FOR PARENTS AND SIXTH FORM 

 
 
The Really Popular Book Club is the new reading group 
hosted by Cambridge University Library. Everyone is 
invited to join us and our special guests to discuss a 
really popular book, one that we all know and perhaps or 
perhaps not love. 

 

Coming up! 

20 April: Wonder by R. J. Palacio  

25 May: Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel 

How to become a member 

Each of our club meetings is completely free to join, and is open to everyone. 

To attend one of our club meetings, simply follow the links above. You will then receive an email 
confirmation containing a joining link. 

You will need to register for each club meeting you want to attend. Keep an eye out here for all 
scheduled club meetings. 

See https://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/whats/events/really-popular-book-club for more information. 
 

MANAGING MENTAL WELLBEING WHILE PREPARING FOR UNIVERSITY 
APPLICATIONS - APRIL 21ST 6PM 
 

 
 
This webinar led by St. Catherine’s College, Cambridge, will provide advice and welfare coping 
strategies for students in Year 12 (or equivalent) who are balancing their studies while thinking 
about University options during these uncertain times. 
 
We will explore how to prioritise your mental wellbeing and learn from the experiences of some of 
our current Oxbridge students, who finished A Levels and made University choices during the 
pandemic. 
 
You can find out about the rest of this Year 12 Oxbridge Webinar Series here: 
www.caths.cam.ac.uk/yr12&13  
 
If you have any questions about this webinar, please contact Kathryn Singleton at 
slo@caths.cam.ac.uk  

See https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lunTXhEaS5ySHz5POtzt8g to register. 

GONVILLE & CAIUS SUBJECT EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES 

https://isaacphysics.org/events/20210515_y12_cambridgemasterclass
https://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/whats/really-popular-book-club-wonder-lottie-mills
https://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/whats/really-popular-book-club-wolf-hall-dr-kelcey-wilson-lee
https://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/whats/events/really-popular-book-club
http://www.caths.cam.ac.uk/yr12&13
mailto:slo@caths.cam.ac.uk
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lunTXhEaS5ySHz5POtzt8g


 
Sir John Lawes School students are invited to 
take part in subject exploration activities led 
by Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge. 
This summer term Cambridge is running a 
programme of Subject Taster Evenings for 
year 12 (or equivalent) students at a UK state 
school or college.   
SJL students will have the chance to meet the 
Directors of Studies, hear from Cambridge 
students, and experience a taste of 

Cambridge-style teaching.  
All evenings will take place between 4.30 and 6.30pm, and students can sign up to attend one or 
more: https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d5xD8JxUdPS3leC  
 

Date Subject 

Monday 26th April Law 

Tuesday 27th April Economics 

Wednesday 28th April History 

Thursday 29th April Computer Science 

Friday 30th April Medicine 

Monday 3rd May Biological Natural Sciences 

Tuesday 4th May Physical Natural Sciences 

Wednesday 5th May Engineering (including Chemical Engineering) 

Thursday 6th May Architecture, History of Art 

Friday 7th May Linguistics, Philosophy 

Monday 10th May Theology, Classics 

Tuesday 11th May Psychological and Behavioural Sciences 

Wednesday 12th May Geography 

Thursday 13th May English 

Friday 14th May Modern and Medieval Languages 

We will also be running the following information and guidance sessions later in May: 

Date Event 

Monday 17th May Introduction to Cambridge and how to apply, led by Dr Chris 

Scott (Tutor for Admissions and Outreach at Caius) 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d5xD8JxUdPS3leC


Wednesday 19th May Writing a personal statement and preparing an application, led 

by Katy Lewis (Schools Liaison Officer at Caius) 

Thursday 20th May Cambridge for parents/guardians, led by Katy Lewis 

Wednesday 26th May Take a look round Caius! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


