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A slightly shorter newsletter this week as so much of our energy is currently focussed on the process 
of ensuring that our year 11 and 13 students have the evidence they need to support their final 
grades.  This change from the normal (although who can remember normal?!) assessment 
procedures places extra pressure on staff, who are now expected to carry out the tasks normally 
undertaken by external exam markers, on top of their regular duties and I would like to thank them 
for the dedication they are showing to this process.  However, even greater thanks must go to the 
year 11 and 13 students themselves, who have once again risen magnificently to the challenges of 
this strange year and are conducting themselves in an absolutely exemplary fashion.  Walking round 
the school there is a real sense of focus and engagement, and whilst I know this is not an easy time 
for them, the majority of students are demonstrating exactly the attitude we would hope for.  Of 
course, we shouldn’t be surprised by this – SJL students always exceed our expectations – but it is 
particularly reassuring to see how maturely and calmly our students are approaching the situation.  
They deserve to do well and I am sure their final grades will be a fair reflection of their efforts. 
 
Over the last few days I have finally been able to award head’s commendations to year 7, 8 & 9 
students for work they completed last term.  The majority of these were awarded for assignments 
produced whilst working remotely which is really something to be proud of, as it demonstrates a real 
level of self-motivation and commitment. Who’d have thought when we began awarding head’s 
commendations nearly 30 years ago in 1993, that we would be handing out certificates for work 
completed on an ‘online learning platform’ – and who can imagine what we will be awarding them 
for in another 30 years? Although if I don’t have a flying car by then I shall be disappointed! 
 
As we begin to be able to reintroduce some of our traditional activities, I am delighted that the return 
of Festival on the Field has been confirmed, giving us something to look forward to this summer.  
You can see an article about the event in this week’s Herts Advertiser and it looks like it should be 
a fantastic day – for a very good cause! 
 
As always, if you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please 
contact me at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
Claire Robins 

LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible: 
 
Gabriel Bouabci 10K 
Will Hall 11K 

Isabella Montgomery 10R 
Yasmin Murphy 7A 

 
Congratulations to Izzy Falconer who achieved Distinction in Grade 3 singing, and a Navy-Blue 
Voice for Life award in the RCSM programme.   
Congratulations also to: 
Rose Parkinson who passed her Grade 6 Jazz Clarinet with Merit. 
Finn McDonald who passed Grade 2 Saxophone with Merit. 
Olly Garcia passed Grade 2 Saxophone with Merit. 

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


LATIN CLUB 

 
Congratulations to Dillon and Olivia for passing 
their University of Cambridge (School Classics 
Project), Cambridge Latin Course – Attainment 
Test Certificate Stage 4. 
 
Latin Club is open to Years 7 to 9 weekly in M8 
from 3.30pm – 4.45pm. 
 
Mrs Brining 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
This week we conducted a user group meeting to enable students to 
give us their views on the library. It was really helpful! Using the 
points raised in the user group, we will continue making the library 
the best it can be for the students!  
 
In the spirit of the Eco-Schools assembly by Mr. Inman this week, we 
have an eco-friendly themed display. Books are already being taken 
from it which is great. 
 
Happy reading!  
 

 
ST ALBANS SUSTAINABILITY FESTIVAL – SUSTFEST21 
 
Sir John Lawes will be taking part in this year’s Sustainability Festival, taking place between the 
23rd of May and the 6th of June. This year SustFest21 is based around ten themes of sustainable 
living. These range from promoting Health and Happiness to Zero Waste. At Sir John Lawes, we 
hope to take part as much as we can and we will be asking pupils and staff to get involved in 
several ways. The main themes we will be focussing on during the Sustainability festival will be: 
encouraging each other to be active and healthy, being considerate of where our food comes from, 
recycling and reducing waste, reducing our carbon emissions and making connections with nature 
and wildlife. For more information, you can speak to Mr Atkins or Mr Inman.  

 

 
 

 
HELP NEEDED - HARPENDEN CARES FOOD BANK 
 
Are you able to help the Harpenden Cares Food Bank?  They are very low on food supplies at the 
moment so if you can help in any small way this would be very much appreciated. 
The official drop-off point is Rothamsted Pop-up cafe until 14 May and the items most need are: 

• Tins - meat, vegetables, puddings, beans, lentils, chickpeas, sweet corn, tomatoes, fish, 
fruit. 

• Jars - pasta sauces.   
• Packets - rice, noodles, (do not need pasta) boxes of breakfast cereal, toilet roll  
• Drinks - tea, coffee, drinking chocolate, squash  
• Treats and snacks - crisps, chocolates, crackers, biscuits. 

We will also arrange for a donation box to be held at school reception until 13 May should you 
prefer to send items in with your child/ren.  The box will be taken to the Food Bank on 13 May. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 



MUSIC EXTRA CURRICULAR ENSEMBLES 
W/C 26TH APRIL 2021 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 

Year 10 
Strings 

12.30-1pm 
Mu2 

  
 
 
 
 

No 
rehearsals 
(pm INSET) 

Year 7 
Ukulele 
Group 

1 – 1.30pm 
Mu3 

Year 8 
Ukulele  
Group 

1 – 1.30pm 
Mu3 

Yr12/13 
Concert Band 
3.45-4.45pm 

Mu2 
 

Year 10 
Choir 

1 – 1.30pm 
Mu3 

Year 9 Band 
12.50 – 
1.30pm 

Mu2 

Yr 12/13 Sax 
Ensemble 
1 – 1.30pm 

Mu2 

Year 8 Strings 
3.30-4.15pm 

Mu3 

 Sixth Form 
Wind/Brass 
Ensemble 

Mu3 
3.30 – 4.15pm 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To book Ignition courses (Yrs 8-9, S2-S3, Yrs 9-10 NI)  

 

 

To book Momentum courses (Yrs 10-12, S4-S6, Yrs 11-13 NI)  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Smallpeice Trust 2021 Summer Engineering online courses enable young 

people to find out more about different engineering careers, get hands on with 

interactive projects and learn live from industry experts and academics. 

 

The courses for Year 8 (S2 Scotland, Year 9 NI) to Year 12 (S6 Scotland, Year 

13 NI) cover a wide range of subjects, from Biomedical Engineering to Future 

Cities. Courses are tailored for different age groups, from giving a broad 

overview of topics to focusing on specific areas. Also, a great experience to 

help decide on subjects to study or to add to a CV or UCAS application form. 

 

This year, all our courses are at a subsidised price of £200 – made possible by 

https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=9b39ccae6f&e=9578a3bb2b
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=bf9502b529&e=9578a3bb2b


SPONSORED PLACES AVAILABLE 
  
Our 2021 Summer Engineering course programme is made possible by a wide range of partners 
from industry, academia, the public sector and charitable trusts. This year we are delighted to be 
able to offer a number of fully-funded places on the programme to students from non-selective 
state schools in certain areas, through the support of our partners. 
 
With a shared vision for supporting young people from all backgrounds to thrive in education and 
achieve their full potential, we are delighted to be able to share this opportunity. 
 
If you are interested in signing up for a fully-funded place on one of our summer courses, please 
click the link below for more information. 

 
 

 

Dear students of Sir John Lawes School, 
 
Isaac Physics is offering FREE termly Physics Masterclasses to support your students in Y10, 11, 12 and 13. 
 
Students can BOOK NOW for the Summer Masterclasses at Events 

• Sat 8 May: Y13 Masterclass Webinar 

• Sat 15 May: Y12 Masterclass Webinar 

• Sat 22 May: Y10 Masterclass (Y11 also welcome) 

• Sat 29 May: A Level Mechanics Workshop (1 hour topic revision) 

Students in Y12 and Y13 will have video support and be able to ask questions which will be answered in a live tutorial. 
 
Students in Y10 and Y11 will have additional support from experienced teachers in small breakout groups. 
 
Year 12 students will also receive University admissions guidance as part of Cambridge University Subject Masterclasses, 
the University's virtual taster days. 
 
Please see our attached flyer for the dates and times of all Masterclasses. 
 
You can view flyers for the individual GCSE masterclasses here: Year 11 and Year 10. 
 
All GCSE students booking on a masterclass will be offered a FREE GCSE workbook, sent to their home address. Book a 
week before the masterclass to receive your workbook in time for the masterclass! 
 
Additionally, ALL GCSE students who have difficulty accessing online resources can apply for a FREE GCSE Isaac Physics 
workbook to be sent to their home address. Teachers can also apply for a FREE box of GCSE workbooks. 
 
Questions? Email ingrid@isaacphysics.org or masterclass@isaacphysics.org with the subject: "Summer Masterclasses". 
 
Ingrid Murray 
Teacher Support Manager 
Isaac Physics Project 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Click to find out more  

 

https://isaacphysics.org/events
https://isaacphysics.org/events/20210508_y13masterclass_virtual
https://isaacphysics.org/events/20210515_y12_cambridgemasterclass
https://isaacphysics.org/events/20210522_y10masterclass_virtual
https://isaacphysics.org/events/20210529_alevel_workshop
https://cdn.isaacphysics.org/isaac/events/masterclass/summer_revision_masterclasses_and_books_ad_plus_workshop.pdf
https://cdn.isaacphysics.org/isaac/events/masterclass/y11_summer_masterclass_ad.pdf
https://cdn.isaacphysics.org/isaac/events/masterclass/y10_summer_masterclass_ad.pdf
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cYe3DbxbDo4ZLzU
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cYe3DbxbDo4ZLzU
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cYe3DbxbDo4ZLzU
mailto:ingrid@isaacphysics.org
mailto:masterclass@isaacphysics.org?subject=Summer%20Masterclasses
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=18ece760ad&e=9578a3bb2b


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As Covid restrictions wind down, we are busy preparing to give students some truly unique in-
person summer experiences in 12 of the world’s most exciting careers: try hacking a Tesla 

with cyber experts; attend a sports psychology session at Chelsea FC; or even trade the markets 
with bankers at the top of an iconic London skyscraper. 

  
We are now more than 70% full across the board; we ask you to kindly share this email with 
relevant students and parents so they can register now. You can download a PDF of this email 

here. 

 
 
 
 
 
Places are highly limited; please share this email with relevant students and parents so they 
can register now. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register now: Ages 15-18  Register now: Ages 12-14  

 

 

Big names; exciting, interactive experiences; exclusive insider access. Our  

work experience programmes are unparalleled. Highlights include:  

• Architecture: Draw a building in a design studio  

• Computer Science: Hack a Tesla car alongside cyber experts 

• Dentistry: Experience emergency dentistry 

• Engineering: Dismantle a 'supercar' engine with F1 engineers 

• Entrepreneurship: Pitch a business plan to top CEOs 

• Filmmaking: Direct actors on a film set and present at a film festival 

• Investment Banking: Trade the markets in a City skyscraper 

• Law: Advocate for human rights in the Supreme Court 

• Medicine: Practise suturing in a London teaching hospital 

• Politics: Attend a reception with MPs in Westminster 

• Psychology: Experience a sport psychology session at Chelsea FC 

• Veterinary Medicine: Try horse rehabilitation with top equine vets 

Register Now: Ages 15-18  

 

 Register Now: Ages 12-14  

 

 

 

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=9023baaa98&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=597b21f131&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=b6a1082487&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=84410c4454&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=a381511c05&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=f7be40ef67&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=f5cb923355&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=60da9d66e2&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=e4ea132508&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=8732394c0f&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=8697ec0b53&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=e4453628fa&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=f546a67e68&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=98da4f1fe0&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=1d2cda9b18&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=a7bba9ec0b&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=a5b911464b&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=9ff057e554&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=74ec119b08&e=1b83951592

