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Well I suppose the only thing to be said 
about the current crazy weather is that it 
does create spectacular images like the one 
to the left, which was kindly sent in by Helen 
Daly who lives close to the school.  And if 
you look very closely, there’s not a crock of 
gold at the end of the double rainbow but a 
coffee van with a wonderful treat for the staff, 
courtesy of the extreme kindness of our SJL 
parents!  On behalf of us all, thank you so 
much for your generosity.  We thoroughly 
enjoyed our coffee and cake as we 
moderated the assessments that year 11 
and 13 have been working so hard on over 
the last few weeks and it was really good to 

know that the efforts of staff over the last year had been so appreciated.  I always say that the SJL 
community is a special one and this was just more proof of that! 
 
Whilst I’m thanking people, I’d like to thank the students for adapting so quickly to the slight changes 
to our Covid arrangements in school.  Once again, they are showing their care for each other and 
the wider community through their actions, and trying to keep each other safe.  We know that, even 
as we move through the steps that will bring us out of lockdown, we still need to be careful to prevent 
any sudden outbreaks, so it’s great to know we can rely on our students to behave so sensibly. 
 

The slight relaxation in arrangements meant that for the first time 
in ages this week, we had live musical performances in front of 
an audience in the school hall!  Our talented A level musicians 
performed to audiences of younger students as part of their 
assessments and the younger students were not only able to 
enjoy the very high standards of presentation but also to ask the 
performers questions about their instruments and musical 
histories.  It was lovely to have older and younger students 
interacting in the way we have always valued so much and I am 
sure some of the younger audience members will have been 
inspired to rededicate themselves to their own musical 
instruments as a response.  Thank you to the music department 
and of course to our performers, Clara, Sara, Lucy, Immy, Molly, 
Phoebe, Albert, Mimi and Imi! 
 
Over the last year, we have carried out fairly frequent quick 

surveys with parents and students to gain feedback on our provision – particularly with regards to 
remote learning.  Now things are starting to return to normal, we will be sending out these surveys 
about once a term to help us review our practice as we return to a more normal way of working.  
These will be sent out via Edulink so please do keep an eye out for them, there’s no requirement to 
reply but we value any responses to help us improve. 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please contact me 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
Claire Robins 

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk


 
 

LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers this week to 
receive Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their 
certificates as soon as possible: 
 
Lily Allan 12B 
Lara Bardsley 7K 
Kacey Barwick 13K 
Vita Brewester 10R 
Guy Butterworth 13N 
Alfie Carberry 12N 
Lili Chandler 12H 
Amber Clappison 8K 
Alfie Cross 12H 
Charlotte Evans 12N 
Amelie Gilder 7N 
Emma Gowton 12H 

Xenovia Gyara 12K 
Taylin Hammond 7L - X 2 
Sophie Hayes 12H 
Lacee Hughes 12L 
Lily Jones 12K 
Lily Jones 12K 
Harry Kilcoyne 12H 
Joella McDonogh 12N 
Alexa Milella 8B 
Lara Motyczak 13A 
Oliver Newell 8L 
Momodou Njie 13N 

Louise Pattison 7L 
Hiba Raja 12R 
Rhianna Solomon 10R 
Freddie Southall 12L 
Freddie Southall 12L 
Megan Sparks 7A 
Rosie Sutton 10H 
Josh Todd 12A 
Jodie Trussler 12L 
Theo Williams 8B 
Sophie Winup 12B 
 

 
CHESS & GO CLUB 
 
Congratulations to Oliver in Year 9 who is 
comfortably in the lead to win both the Go UK 
Youth Grand Prix and the DDK (beginner) UK 
Grand Prix this year. Oliver won the DDK UK 
Grand Prix in 2020, 170 points ahead of his 
nearest rival. 
https://www.britgo.org/junior/gprix2021  
 
Go is one of the world's great strategy board 
games and originated over 3,000 years ago in 
China. It is part of popular culture today in Japan, 
China and Korea, and known as Igo, Weiqi or Baduk respectively in these 
countries. Tournaments are conducted by the British Go Association https://www.britgo.org/  
 
Mrs Brining 
 
CAREERS NEWS 
 
During the week beginning 28 June, when Year 10 students would have been taking part in work 
experience, we will be suspending homework in favour of career-based activities for students to 
access and complete at home.  
 
The activities will focus on skills and interests, post-16 options, further and higher education, 
apprenticeships and virtual work-place encounters. They will be added to SMHW each day and 
students are expected to fully engage in the tasks set.  
 
These activities are important in helping students gain focus and aspirations at a key time in their 
education, as they approach their final year of GCSE studies, and begin to consider options 
beyond Year 11.  
 
More information to follow.  
 
Kind regards, Mrs. Power, Head of Careers  
 
 
 
 

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home
https://www.britgo.org/junior/gprix2021
https://www.britgo.org/


LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Congratulations to 9L for being the champions of the Library Guess the 
Book Cover Quiz and thank you to everyone who participated!  
 
Everybody who has overdue books, can you please bring them in! We 
especially need the overdues of year 11 and year 13 students back before 
they leave. If the borrowed item can’t be found, students can either bring 
in a replacement book (this can be any book in good condition) or the 
money to pay for the book. Payments can also be performed on 
ParentPay.  
 
This month our main book display is ‘Disabled and Proud’- books have 
been flying off it! 
 
Happy reading! 
 
FOOTSTEPS TO YOUR FUTURE FUNDRAISING  
  
Back in December, The Footsteps to Your Future Programme raised funds for a chosen charity 
(Keech) by making and selling festive treats to SJL staff! Due to lockdown, we were not able to 
share this with you earlier but we were able to raise £92.72. Last week we sent an email and the 
money to the Keech Hospice Care charity and this is the email they responded with: 
  
“Thank you ever so much for your continuous support and 
your donation £92.72. Like all schools and groups, I know 
how tough it’s been to fundraise so we truly do appreciate 
all efforts made. 
We hope you all enjoyed your footstep to the future 
programme and had fun creating your festive treats. 
  
This year more than ever your support has never been 
more vital as we celebrate our 30 year anniversary 
provide vital care and support to both children and adults 
with terminal illness along with supporting their families 
during the most difficult times of their life’s. due to our 
shops being closed and cancelling our events and 
activity’s there is a gap of £30,000 every week! This 
donation you have donated to your local hospice will 
ensure we could use it to provide 2 hours of nursing 
care. Last year we cared for 1,427 adults, 353 children 
and 503 relatives. Sir John Lawes School are Making The 
Difference When It Matters The Most.”  
  
We really enjoyed being creative and raising money for a local charity.  
 
The Footsteps to Your Future Team:  
Enny Sanusi 
Kerry Mawditt 
Elizaveta Kabashi 
Georgina Douglas 

Abigail Humphrey 
Lexi Olton 
Luigi Montalvan 
Keenan Ayles  

Ghulam Rasool Roshan 
Azam 
Ali Mouatassem

 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd. 
 
Instagram 
We have also launched our new Instagram account in the summer term which we will use 
alongside Twitter for general updates. Our story may also include snippets from lessons and 
fixtures so it is also worth a follow from both parents and students alike! You can find us by 
searching sjlpedept.  



LUNCHTIME TIMETABLE 

 
AFTERSCHOOL TIMETABLE 

 
 
Additional Information… 
 
If students have PE on the day of their chosen club they will already be in kit. 
 
However, if they are not in kit they only need to bring trainers for most activities. 

 Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday  Friday 
 

 
Year 7 

 

 
 

Tennis 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket 

  
 

Rounders 

 
Year 8 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket  

 
 

Tennis 

 
 

Rounders 

 

 
Year 9 

 

  
 

Rounders 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket 

 
 

Tennis 

 
Year 10 

 

 
 

Rounders 

   
 

Tennis 

 
 

Cricket 

 Monday 
 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 7 Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Cricket 
 

Open Choice 
 
 

Athletics Running/Walkin
g 
 

Open Choice 

Year 8 Athletics 
 

Open Choice 
 

Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Cricket 
 
 

Running/Walkin
g 
 

Leadership 
 

Open Choice 
 

Year 9 Cricket  
Athletics 

 
 

Open Choice 
 

Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Running/Walkin
g 
 

Leadership 
 

Open Choice 
 

Year 10 Rounders Cricket 
 
 

Athletics Tennis 
 

Open Choice 
 
 

Running/Walkin
g 
 

Open Choice 

Year 
11/12/13 

  
Open Choice 

  
Open Choice 

 
Basketball 

(PNE) 

 ABA RHO NHA 
JBL 

 
VOB TMA BFR 

RHO NHA JBL 
TBO 

 
JSA AAT DTH 

NHA ABA TBO 
KIS 

 
RMO LCA RWO 

ABA RHO TBO 
JBL 

 
NYO SPO 

TBO ABA KIS 
JBL 

 
DHE TMA 



(Rounders, tennis, cricket, softball). This is due to limited changing room use by different year 
groups. 
 
The only exception to this is that they will need to change for ATHLETICS and RUNNING clubs. 
Changing rooms will be made available for these, limited numbers at a time.  
 
Sports Fixtures (WB 24th May) 

Week  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Monday  HOSTING 
County 
League 
Athletics  

@ 
Jarman Park 

 HOSTING 
County 
League 
Athletics  

@ 
Jarman Park 

 

Tuesday District 
Friendly 
Athletics  

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge 

 District 
Friendly 
Athletics  

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge 

  

Wednesday   Cricket  
Vs 

SCC 
(Away) 

  

Thursday Tennis  
Vs 

Aldwickbury 
(Away) 

Tennis  
Vs 

Aldwickbury 
(Away) 

   

Friday      

 
Year 8 Cricket vs St Albans  
After missing out on cricket for the school last summer, the year 8s were very excited to begin their 
cricketing careers for SJL. They had been working very hard in the nets and this showed as we put 
on a consistent and well-balanced bowling display. 
 
Notable spells from Rhys, James. D and James. T (who took the first wicket for the team) saw us 
restrict St Albans for 94/3 from their 20 overs. We only gave away 14 extras but will be looking to 
improve our fielding to support our bowlers before our next game. A few dropped catches and 
some loose ground fielding meant our chase would be a little more difficult than it first seemed.  
 
Unfortunately, our batting innings never really got going, as we lost early wickets at regular 
intervals. Notable knocks from Ted (12 then bowled) and Alex M-C (20 not out) gave some 
respectability to our chase which finished with us all out for 74. We  have another game vs St 
Columba’s coming up 
this week and the team 
will be looking to work on 
their batting in the nets 
before this game.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUDENTS CONTRIBUTE TO SPORTS DEVELOPMENT 
 
We are very proud to have been invited to represent Harpenden District in a student voice event 
this week. Millie, Olivia and Olly from Yr 8 met with the Schools Games Organisers from 
Harpenden and St. Albans District (via Zoom) and student representatives from Sandringham 
School. The students spoke very eloquently about their experience of sports provision in the area 
and shared their ideas for how sport could be developed to encourage greater participation and 
encourage inclusivity in Hertfordshire Schools’ Sport. 
 
Sports Leadership 
As a PE Faculty we are of course very pleased that sports fixtures are now back as part of school 
life. We have however also enjoyed the opportunity to provide a wider range of sports for a number 
of students at afterschool clubs whilst the restrictions were in place. This has been possible with 
the support of staff from across the school and we are very grateful to them.  
 
As a department we are keen to keep these high participation rates and recognise that students 
participate in sport for a variety of reasons and not purely for competition. In order that we can 
provide both competitive and social sport going forward, a group of Yr 8 and 9 students have been 
taking part in sports leadership training. So far, they have looked at developing leadership, 
communication skills and session planning. When they complete the course, they are looking 
forward to organising a sports festival for Manland pupils shortly after half term. 
These students will go on to support the extra-curricular programme at SJL on a regular basis from 
September, helping run clubs and competitions for younger students. 
 
ELLISWICK TENNIS CLUB 

 

From after May half term, Elliswick Tennis Club will start providing after school tennis coaching at 
SJL. On Wednesday evening there will be a 'girls only' session exclusively for SJL students. This 
will run for 6 weeks until the Summer holidays. Other secondary school groups will be available 
after school and at the weekend as well, so please visit the website to see all courses 
at https://bookings.elliswickltc.co.uk/schools/sjl 
 
 
SMALLPIECE TRUST 
 

 

For Yrs 8 – 9 (S2 - S3, Yrs 9 - 10 NI) courses  

 

Yrs 10 – 12 (S4 - S6, Yrs 11 - 13 NI) courses  

 

https://bookings.elliswickltc.co.uk/schools/sjl
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=5a2b643d59&e=9578a3bb2b
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=0d627c0362&e=9578a3bb2b


 

 
 
 
 
 
It's good to be back... 
 
... and we can't wait to welcome you back. Swoop in, book free tickets and look forward 
to visiting your favourite museums again. 
 
This week we're reopening for pre-booked visits. So if you've missed the mongooses, ached for 
some archaeology or pined for all things exploration, the wait is over. 
Check our museum reopening hours and safety information, and click the big button to book your 
free ticket. 
We look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
 

Book your free ticket 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://cam.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84bb9581c06833790a9bdc936&id=dd13d9c6a0&e=79c4004a9e
https://cam.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84bb9581c06833790a9bdc936&id=93d2c706ab&e=79c4004a9e
https://cam.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84bb9581c06833790a9bdc936&id=fdfc451710&e=79c4004a9e
https://cam.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84bb9581c06833790a9bdc936&id=1da97c7c65&e=79c4004a9e


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


