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This week marks the end of an era as yesterday we bade an emotional farewell to our Year 11 
students and today will mark the last formal day of education for Year 13.  As always, there has 
been a lot of reminiscing about the journey and the highs and lows along the way. These 
memories, the friendships forged, the fun times, the challenging times and the knowledge that 
students have flourished, leave us at SJL with an enormous sense of pride.  The school strapline 
reads Education for a Changing World and we feel that we have prepared these students well as 
they continue along their journey and into the future. None of us could have foreseen the 
difficulties the last 15 months have brought, yet the students have adapted to an ever-changing 
educational landscape and have done themselves proud.  The entire school community has 
worked together to adapt to the rapidly changing information and instructions from government 
and our students have responded with a positive, ‘can-do’ approach.  With this attitude I am 
confident that they are fully equipped to deal with any challenges that may lie ahead.    
 
I would like to thank our Heads and Deputy Heads of School for their contribution to the 
community over the last 12 months.   They have worked tirelessly on school projects including 
when at home and during lockdown. Thank you also to all the prefects who have carried out their 
duties with pride, even when wearing the high viz jackets!  The prefect duties have ended and it 
was a pleasure to award prefect badges to our next cohort of students.  
 
The applications for Heads of School were amazing with so many hardworking and talented 
students putting themselves forward for the role.  Reading everything that they have already 
achieved in their time at SJL was really quite humbling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a tough interview process I am delighted to announce that the successful candidates were: 
 
Heads of School 
Charlotte E 
Ruby B 

Deputy Heads of School 
James M 
Katie S 

 
Have a great half term break, be safe and enjoy some time with family and friends  
 



If you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please contact me 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 

 
Philip Newbery 

Head of School 
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers this week to 
receive Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their 
certificates as soon as possible: 
 
Maya Bradbury 7H 
Kira Cheung 7N 
Isabella Crispim 7R 
Taylin Hammond 7L 

Emily Jacques 7K 
Louise Pattison 7L 
Louise Pattison 7L 
Charlotte Pemberthy 12B 

Maya Schofield 7H 
Emily White 7N 

 
Congratulations to Chris Armstrong who passed his Grade 
4 Trombone with Merit! 
 
Congratulations to Amber 7L (right) who recently passed 
her 2nd Dan in Karate.  It has been just over two years 
since Amber passed her black belt (at 9 years old) and she 
has worked with determination and dedication, even 
throughout the lockdowns and COVID times. 
 
Amber passed her physical syllabus, fighting, self-
defence, Japanese written test, anatomy written tests, 
history oral, stamina and lots more, with flying colours, in 
a very long grading exam. 
 
She now joins the small group of youngest 2nd Dans in 
the country, at just 12 years old. 
 
Well done Amber we are all very proud of you! 
 
REMINDERS 
 
Test, Track and Trace over half term. 
Given the potential spread of new variants of Covid, it’s important that students keep up their 
twice weekly testing routine over half term.  In the same way, if a student tests positive over half 
term, it’s vital that you notify the school on covidresults@sjl.herts.sch.uk so senior staff can carry 
out track and trace procedures if required.  Please note, this address will be checked once daily 
between 9-10 am. 
 
Mobile phones in school 
A gentle reminder to parents and students that students should not be using mobile phones in 
school to make and receive messages and calls to and from home during the school day.  If 
students are feeling unwell, they should report to the medical room so that Mrs Daniel our First Aid 
Manager can make an assessment and call home if necessary.  If parents have an urgent 
message that cannot wait then please call reception and we will pass the message on 
immediately.  
 
Reception / forgotten equipment 
Many will remember the pre-COVID days when we had Year 8 students on a duty rota in 
reception.  Amongst other things, they would help to take messages to classrooms and pass on 
forgotten essential items to students that their parents had kindly dropped into reception for 
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them.  Whilst we continue do our very best to help as much as possible, please bear in mind that 
owing to COVID restrictions we no longer have this student help.  Our reception is very busy and 
we cannot guarantee that items will be delivered immediately to the students, no matter how 
frustrating some parents may find this.  Until arrangements in school change, please ensure that 
students are especially careful about remembering to bring all the equipment they need with them 
in the mornings.  We thank you for your understanding and support in this matter. 
 
KS3 Internal Exams 
Year 7, 8 and 9 will have internal exams the week beginning Monday 28th June.  Subject teachers 
will communicate more information with their classes as soon as possible. 
 
HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL HAVE ASKED US TO SHARE THE FOLLOWING 
UPDATE WITH YOU AHEAD OF HALF-TERM.  
 
Thank you all so much for playing your part and helping to keep case rates of Covid-19 low in 
Hertfordshire. During half-term, and as restrictions ease more generally, it’s more important than 
ever that we follow current guidance to help keep each other safe and our nurseries, schools and 
colleges free from outbreaks.  
 
Please do not send children back into education if they are sick or feel unwell. If you or children 
have symptoms you must self-isolate immediately and book a PCR test at: 
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  
 
Reminder of some of the latest guidance from 17 May: 
 

• 6 people, or two households (each household can include a support bubble, if eligible) can 
now meet indoors and up to 30 people can gather outside 

• If you are meeting with family and friends, the government is asking that you personally 
consider the risks associated with COVID-19 when deciding on things like wearing face 
coverings and social distancing for both you and your children 

• Restaurants, pubs and cafes can reopen and so can indoor entertainment and attractions 
such as cinemas, bowling alleys, museums and children’s indoor play areas. All of these 
services will have COVID-secure measures in place, please encourage your children to 
follow the rules when out and about 

 
Travelling within the UK 
 
If you do go away, you should aim to do so safely. For instance, one of our close neighbours, 
Bedford, has a high number of cases and people are being advised to avoid travelling in and out of 
the area unless it is essential (for work or education).  
 
You can find the latest travel guidance for England and the rest of the UK at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-
do#travelling-within-the-uk-the-republic-of-ireland-and-the-channel-islands  
 
Travelling internationally from England  
 
There are no longer any restrictions on leaving England to travel internationally, however to protect 
public health in the UK and the vaccine rollout, you should not travel to countries or territories on 
the red or amber lists. 
 
If you do need to travel to an Amber destination for an emergency, you must update any 
setting attended by your child(ren) and; 

• All family members who have travelled must quarantine for 10 days at home upon their 
return and can only leave home to take a test  

• Paid for PCR tests must be completed by all those who have travelled aged 4 and above 
on day 2 and again on day 8 following your return 

• Please do not send children back to nursery, school or college without completing 
the mandatory quarantine period 

 
Testing at home with Lateral Flow Devices (rapid tests) 
 
During half-term you should continue to encourage children in year 7 and above to test and report 
their results as they have been in term time.  
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We would be grateful if you could ensure that children in year 7 and above take a rapid test 
on Sunday 6 June ahead of their return to school. Should they receive a positive result they 
must begin self-isolating immediately and book a confirmatory PCR test. Any student with 
symptoms of Covid-19 or feeling unwell should take a PCR test immediately and not attend 
school. 
 
Parents and carers of children of school age are also encouraged to take regular rapid tests. You 
can find your nearest collection site or order online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rapidtest. 
Please only complete rapid tests on children in year 7 and above. 
 
Support for families  
 
This is a challenging time for everyone, and we want you know that help and support is available 
for anyone who needs it in Hertfordshire. HertsHelp can provide free, confidential advice and 
practical help for things like food, essential bills and emotional support. Call 0300 123 4044, email 
info@hertshelp.net or visit www.hertshelp.net  
 
We hope you enjoy half-term and remember – hands, face, space, fresh air and test. These key 
things will help to keep you and your loved ones safe.   
 
Hertfordshire County Council 
 
ART / TEXTILES 
 
A plea from Art/Textiles for the return of any materials and resources that we lent out for lockdown 
creativity; we were bigger than Amazon earlier this year!!  We ‘d love to see sets of watercolour 
paints, brushes, embroidery threads, needles, felts and any larger bits of specialist equipment etc, 
back home here in Art/Textiles so that we can share with other students again.  
Please can any materials come back into school asap after half term and if your child is either yr11 
or 13 please return to reception for our attention.  
 
Thanks all for your support. 
 
Ms Richardson 
 
YEAR 10 & 11 – VIRTUAL WORK EXPERIENCE/APPRENTICESHIPS  
 
During the week beginning 28 June, we will be promoting some career-related activities for 
students in both Years 10 and 11 to access. The aim is to provide employer engagement and 
insights for students who have not been able to take part in work placements due to the impact of 
COVID.   
 
The activities will focus on apprenticeships and virtual work-place encounters.  
 
The activities will be added to SMHW each day and Year 11 students are invited and encouraged 
to participate.  
 
More information to follow.  
 
Kind regards, Mrs. Power, Head of Careers  
 
ARCHITECTURE AND ENGINEERING CHALLENGE - YR9 
 
The Challenge was set to design and build a bridge from just 
rolled paper, limited tape and string spanning a jig of 
600mm. The overall winners were Jack and Taine with a 
design that took over 39 times its own weight.  
 
Students had to build considering the overall weight, 
strength and stability of their structures. Brilliant effort from 
all groups. 
 
Mrs Hewitt and Mr James 
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ANIMAL STUDIES 
 
Firstly, please can I say a huge thank you to those of you who have been sending in your egg 
shells for recycling back into our farm network?  Not only is it recycling but it has been 
instrumental in our bantams and ducks continuing to produce lovely eggs in a safe way. I do have 
another request if possible - we currently have our three tortoises back in our animal studies area 
and again, I would like to recycle as much as possible. Therefore, if you have any leftover food 
(from the list below) that will just end up in the bin, and hasn’t gone off, then our tortoises would 
certainly appreciate it!  
Lettuce, corn on the cob, kale, spring greens, dandelion leaves, stalks and flowers, pak choi, 
watercress, rocket, pea shoots, pansies, common sorrel, cavalo nero and cabbage. 
 
This food can be dropped off in Humanities to H2 or the Humanities office and we appreciate your 
support! Thank you. 
 
Phil Evans 
Animal Studies Lead 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Good luck and well done to year 11 and year 13!  
Now that your studies are over, if you find any 
books you haven't returned to the library or have 
some textbooks/books you would like to donate, 
we would be very grateful if you would bring them 
in. 
 
This month we had a numeracy book display 
that was filled with maths themed fiction and 
non-fiction books. To our delight, the display 
has had plenty of use!  
 
Keep your eyes peeled in the next half of this 
term- there are exciting announcements to 
come…. 
 
Happy half-term break and happy reading!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd. 
 
 
Instagram 
We have also launched our new Instagram account in the summer term which we will use 
alongside Twitter for general updates. Our story may also include snippets from lessons and 
fixtures so it is also worth a follow from both parents and students alike! You can find us by 
searching sjlpedept.  

  
LUNCHTIME TIMETABLE 
 
 



 
AFTERSCHOOL TIMETABLE 
 

Additional Information: 
 
If students have PE on the day of their chosen club they will already be in kit. 
 
However, if they are not in kit they only need to bring trainers for most activities. 
(Rounders, tennis, cricket, softball). This is due to limited changing room use by different year 
groups. 
 
The only exception to this is that they will need to change fully for ATHLETICS and RUNNING 
clubs. Changing rooms will be made available for these, limited numbers at a time.  

 Monday 
 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 7 Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Cricket 
 

Open Choice 
 
 

Athletics Running/Walking 
 

Open Choice 

Year 8 Athletics 
 

Open Choice 
 

Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Cricket 
 
 

Running/Walking 
 

Leadership 
 

Open Choice 
 

Year 9 Cricket  
Athletics 

 
 

Open Choice 
 

Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Running/Walking 
 

Leadership 
 

Open Choice 
 

Year 10 Rounders Cricket 
 
 

Athletics Tennis 
 

Open 
Choice 

 
 

Running/Walking 
 

Open Choice 

Year 
11/12/13 

  
Open Choice 

  
Open 

Choice 

 
Basketball (PNE) 

 ABA RHO NHA 
JBL 

 
VOB TMA BFR 

RHO NHA JBL 
TBO 

 
JSA AAT DTH 

NHA ABA TBO 
KIS 

 
RMO LCA RWO 

ABA RHO 
TBO JBL 

 
NYO SPO 

TBO ABA KIS 
JBL 

 
DHE TMA 

 Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday  Friday 
 

 
Year 7 

 

 
 

Tennis 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket 

  
 

Rounders 

 
Year 8 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket  

 
 

Tennis 

 
 

Rounders 

 

 
Year 9 

 

  
 

Rounders 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket 

 
 

Tennis 

 
Year 10 

 

 
 

Rounders 

   
 

Tennis 

 
 

Cricket 



 
Sports Fixtures (WB 7th June) 
 

Week  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Monday JOINT 
HOSTING 

District 
Athletics 

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge 

 JOINT 
HOSTING 

District 
Athletics 

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge 

  

Tuesday      

Wednesday  County 
League 
Athletics  

@ 
Jarman Park 

 County 
League 
Athletics  

@ 
Jarman Park 

 

Thursday Rounders 
Vs 

Townsend  
(Away) 

Rounders 
Vs 

Townsend  
(Away) 

   

Friday      

 
Athletics  
Normally in our newsletters we report solely on the efforts of our students but on this occasion, it is 
fitting that the staff of SJL get a special mention. When we host an athletics event, a huge effort is 
required by the host school to bring additional staff to support in roles such as timekeepers, track 
judges, scorers, first aid and more. As you can see from the photo below, the SJL staff were out in 
full force this week and battled through difficult conditions at the end of the evening, with beaming 
SMILES the whole time! We really can’t run these events without the wider help of the SJL staff so 
please let this be a huge public thanks for all their efforts.   
 
Now to the students… With two County League events completed in the space of a week, the 
students should be really pleased with the start they have made. Below are how each of the age 
groups got on overall: 
 
U14 Boys and Girls 1st 
U16 Boys 2nd  
U16 Girls 3rd   
 
Katie in year 10 and Jack in year 8 put in 
exceptional performances in their 800m 
events. However, across the board there 
were many positive results. We would 
encourage the students to visit the 
athletics board later this week to check 
on their times and distances in their 
pursuit to keep breaking PBs.  
 
At the time of writing, the year 7s and 9s 
will have their first opportunity to compete 
in the athletics season tomorrow night. 
They also have their next meet on the first Monday back after half term so plenty of time to 
practise their events over the holiday.  
 
Cricket  
The year 7s managed to battle their way through the wind and rain at the end of last week to get 
off to a winning start in their match vs St Columba’s College. It was a close affair with the winning 
margin only 14 runs, with standout performances from Kavin with both bat and ball. However, 



everyone played their part contributing to wickets and runs but most impressively, taking all of our 
catches in the field.  
 
 

 
 
 

HOP CAREERS 
 

Win £3000 for your school or youth group 
 
 

Follow the link for further details: https://www.hopinto.co.uk/win-3-
000-for-your-school-or-youth-group/ 
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CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY STUDENT OUTREACH 
 

 

Lucy Cavendish College 
Summer Preparation 

Programme 
Register by 31 May 

 

 

Fitzwilliam College History 
Taster Programme 

31 May-4 June 
 

 

Pembroke College Year 12 
State School Q&A Sessions 

May-June 
 

 

 

Churchill College Live Zoom 

Q&A Sessions 
2 & 16 June 

 

 

Downing College Year 11 

Science Residential  
Register by 6 June 

 

 

Downing College Year 11 

Languages & Culture 
Residential 

Register by 6 June 
 

  

 

Magdalene College 
Admissions Assessment 

Sessions 
June-July 

 

 

Downing College Open Day 
for Disabled Students  

Register by 15 June 
 

 

Downing College Year 12 
enhanced Open Day 

Register by 20 June 
 

 

 

Fitzwilliam College Medicine 

Taster Programme 
28 June-2 July 

 

 

Theology, Religion and 

Philosophy of Religion Open 
Day 

On demand May-July 
 

 

Ready, Set, Law: Virtual Work 

Experience 
Open for applications 

 

 

 

 
 

Virtual Subject Masterclasses 
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May-August 
 Year 12 (or equivalent) students will have the chance to experience Cambridge teaching, gain an 
insight into course content and structure, and learn more about what it's like to study here. 
Academic staff will be presenting live lectures and taster sessions, providing more details about 
course admissions, and will be joined by student ambassadors for a live Q&A. 
 
Caius Explore 

  
Gonville & Caius College have launched a new outreach initiative, aimed at supporting Year 12 (or 
equivalent) students engage in supercurricular activities. There are tasks available in 12 different 
subjects and students can respond to these until 31 July. 
 

Corpus Christi Book Token competition 
  
Corpus Christi College will be offering 10 
prizes of £250 to Year 12 (or equivalent) 
students looking to apply for an arts, 
humanities or social sciences subject at 
Cambridge. Winners can spend it on 
academic books, digital resources and 
magazine subscriptions to help them explore 
their subject. 
  
Apply before 14 June > 

 

 

Head Up! 
  
Head Up! is a new project run by Cambridge 
university students looking to support young 
people with disabilities. Anyone aged 14-18, 
who self-identifies as disabled (or falls into 
any of the following categories: 
physical/mental health condition, specific 
learning difficulty, neurodiversity) is eligible.  
  
Sign up here > 

 

 

 
 
 

Last Chance To Register: 
Summer Internships 2021 

The Ultimate Summer Career Experience | Ages 12-18 

 

https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cai.cam.ac.uk%2Faccess-outreach%2Fresources-and-events%2Fcaius-explore/2/010201798ecd3a82-059bf430-ce5d-4308-b8a2-24d3232bb008-000000/-BGmNJ77C62QDrSAw-LP8is5jXHMSgDA8jWlzz47T38=194
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https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=e251052820&e=1b83951592


This is the final call for students to register for a once-in-a-lifetime career 

experience in London this summer. The programmes are more than 90% 

full. 

 

We expect to close registration on all in-person Summer Internships 

by next Sunday 6th June so advise interested students to register 

immediately.  

 

Please forward this email to relevant students and parents so they 

don't miss out. You can download a PDF of this email here.  

Register Now: Ages 15-18  

 

 Register Now: Ages 12-14  

  

 

OUTDOOR PRODUCTION OF ‘MACBETH’ 

 

On Sunday 6th June 2021 join The HandleBards, all female troupe, in the Luton Hoo Estate Walled 
Garden as they put on an outdoor production of Macbeth. For all information and to purchase 
your tickets follow the link: https://www.handlebards.com/tickets/macbeth-luton-hoo-estate/  
 
‘Forget the tears and tragedy – this is a frantic, delirious, full-of-beams show like you have never 
seen before!’ 
 
CHURCHILL COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
LIVE Q&A SESSIONS AIMED AT YEAR 12 STUDENTS (YEAR 11,  
TEACHERS AND PARENTS ALSO WELCOME) 
 
Registration link: https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cSFWJKzC1H9E3Eq     
Date: 17:00-18:30  2 June, 16 June 
Registration deadline: 36 hours before each event 
 
Registration is very much still open for the remaining sessions, including one coming up during half 
term! 
 
Each of these sessions will give attendees the opportunity to ask questions (via the Zoom chat 
function) to Admissions staff. The sessions will be delivered by Mr Richard Partington, the Senior 
Tutor and Dr Jonathan Padley, Admissions Tutor or another member of the Admissions Team. 
 
Students may wish to attend one session or more than one session: either is fine. The target 
audience is Year 12 students but Year 11 students may also be interested in attending. Teachers 
and parents are also welcome. 
 
The dates of these are as follows (and further dates will be announced in due course): 

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=569453239a&e=1b83951592
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https://www.handlebards.com/tickets/macbeth-luton-hoo-estate/
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cSFWJKzC1H9E3Eq


 
Wednesday 2 June 17:00-18:30 
Wednesday 16 June 17:00-18:30 

 
There is no requirement to bring questions to the session – participants can simply listen to the 
answers given to those asked by others. There is also no requirement for students to have a clear 
idea, at this stage, of which university or colleges they may be applying, or for which subject. 
 
Whilst we would encourage participants to join with their cameras on to mirror a real-life event, 
there is no requirement for them to do this. The events will be recorded, in speaker view only, to be 
made available afterwards. 
 
If you or your students would like to attend one (or more) of these sessions, please complete this 
very brief registration form at least 36 hours beforehand. This will register your/their interest for all 
events up to and including September 2021 (additional dates will be announced in due course) 
Zoom details for each session will be sent no later than the day before each event. 
 
 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cSFWJKzC1H9E3Eq

