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Another week and another government announcement meant that we were required to re-think 
some of our plans for the rest of the term.  It was with much regret that due to Covid restrictions 
the Year 11 Prom, Year 13 Dinner Dance and the Festival on the Field will no longer take place. I 
would like to formally thank all the students, parents and staff who have been involved in the 
planning of those events.  SJL’s Senior Leadership Team have looked at how other events can 
continue, even if the format has to be slightly changed. As it stands, no other events are cancelled 
and we will provide further information regarding future events in due course.  
 
Our TAGs for Year 11 and Year 13 have been uploaded onto the exam board portals and we are 
now awaiting the external verification of our grades which will happen within the next week. 
Thanks again for all the additional work the staff have put into this process and the way parents 
have supported the students throughout the journey.  
 
It was a pleasure to observe some fantastic learning going on this week in the classrooms around 
the school.  SLT have been dropping into lessons to look at ‘student engagement’ and even 
though the weather has provided us with an additional challenge, I have been very impressed with 
how focused and engaged students have been.  They clearly have been demonstrating the 
‘Excellence’ strand of the SJL ACE. 
 
Thanks to all parents that completed the surveys that were sent home in the last two weeks: the 
whole school survey and the Year 10 pastoral review survey.  
 
Whole school survey: 535 responses. Please find responses below: 
 

Question Agree or Strongly Agree  

1. When I raise concerns with the school they have been dealt with 
appropriately. 95.9% 

2. The school lets me know how my child is doing. 91.7% 

3. High expectations for my child are effectively communicated. 91.2% 

I would recommend this school to another parent. 98% 

 
Year 10 Pastoral review survey: 88 responses. Please find the responses below (1-10, 10 being 
high) 
 

Question 
Average score out of 
10 (10 being high)  

My child is supported by their tutor and the pastoral team 7.8  

I know who to contact if my child has a pastoral concern or needs help 8.3 

I feel my child feels safe at school 9 

The school has high expectations of behaviour 8.9 

My child is making expected or greater progress 7.7 

The feedback from my child’s teachers helps them make progress 7.9 

The homework my child gets is manageable 8.4 

There are a range of extra-curricular opportunities available to my child 8.1 

The school is well led 9 

 
Thanks for this feedback as it helps us constantly develop and improve our offer.  



 
If you have any comments or suggestions I would be pleased to hear from you, please contact me 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 

 
Philip Newbery 

Head of School 
 
 
 

LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers this week to 
receive Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their 
certificates as soon as possible: 
 
Ella Baldry 7R 
Anais Hoey 7L 
Lukas Johnson 7H 
Xavier Knott 7A 
William McGuinness 8K 

Nadia Ouechtati 7L 
Will Redding 7K 
Bex Redway 7R 
Evie Rose 7H 
Maya Schofield 7H 

Connie Scott 7N 
Clara Trevor 7B 
Amara Wahab 7B 
James Wellham 7B 

 
UPDATE ON SUMMER MUSIC PROM – TUESDAY 13 JULY 
 
Due to the Government Covid restrictions still in place we will not be able to host the Summer 
Prom in the way we had planned. We are working on an alternative solution and will update you as 
soon as we can!  In the meantime, students should continue to attend rehearsals. If you have any 
questions please don’t hesitate to contact me at lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk.   
 
CLIMATE ACTION GROUP 
 
World Environment Day takes place each year on 5th June.  This is the United Nations day for 
encouraging worldwide awareness and action to protect our environment.  This year it happened 
when we were away enjoying the half term break but we decided we should do something anyway 
to mark this very important date.  The theme this year is ‘Ecosystem Restoration’; assisting in the 
recovery of ecosystems that have been destroyed by human activity.  A great deal of damage is 
being caused by intensive farming and food production practices.  And because the world’s 
ecosystems are so inter-connected, the everyday food choices we make really do matter.  
 
With this in mind, we invited 
Clare Ponder from 
Hertfordshire Catering 
Service to come into school 
on Tuesday 15 June.  Herts 
Catering Service supplies all 
the food and equipment to 
our school dining 
room.  After a short 
presentation, students were 
given the opportunity to ask 
questions and have their 
say about the food on offer, 
the waste created and how 
we might all work together 
towards a more sustainable 
future. 
 
It was a very interesting event and we thank Clare Ponder and her team for coming in to talk to us. 
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Uniform Swap Shop - please donate old uniform! 
We are delighted to announce that the Uniform Swap Shop, which has sadly been closed due to 
the pandemic, will be up and running again shortly. 
 
The clothing industry contributes massively to greenhouse gas emissions, and hundreds of 
thousands of tonnes of clothing go to landfill every year.  We would be grateful if you would help 
us to stop SJL's uniform contributing to this. 

 
Once again, we are asking parents and students to donate any outgrown and unwanted items of 
uniform.  Of course, these will need to be in a clean and wearable condition.  Please drop them off 
or send them into reception.  We thank you for your support. 
 
Water bottles  
Please can we remind everyone to carry a reusable water bottle every day, as part of their vital 
daily equipment?  We would be grateful for your support as we strive to reduce waste across the 
school and move away from single-use plastics altogether.  Thank you. 
 
The Climate Action Group 
 
CAREERS NEWS  
 
VIRTUAL CONSTRUCTION WORK EXPERIENCE  
 
Please find attached details of a construction-based virtual work experience opportunity to take 
place during the summer holidays 2021. 
The programme takes place during the week, 26th – 30th July and is delivered by BAM construction 
in partnership with Speakers For Schools.  
Student registration details are at the bottom of the letter and the deadline for registration is 1st 
July 2021.  
 
SUMMER VIRTUAL WORK EXPERIENCE OPPORTUNITIES  
 
Springpod is a careers platform through which students can experience the world of work and 
university before they apply.  
They have teamed up with some top UK employers such as Airbus, Nestle and The NHS to provide 
virtual work experience opportunities this summer.  
The programmes are free of charge and work experiences are available in a variety of employment 
sectors, including: Engineering, Finance & Accountancy, Teaching, Journalism, Law, Psychology, 
Veterinary, Politics, Graphic Design, etc.  
 
Please see the link below for more information and details of how to apply.  
 
Mrs Power, Head of Careers  
 
COMPUTING DEPARTMENT NEWS: ONLINE WORKSHOPS FOR STUDENTS AGED 15-19 
 
We have received details of the following online workshops run by Skills Gap this summer. An 
overview is included below and you can find out further details by clicking the name of the 
workshop which interests you.  
 
Miss Scott – Head of Computing 
 

AI in Medicine Workshop 

10 July 2021 
Medicine is on the verge of an Artificial Intelligence revolution – from pioneering surgeries to 
algorithms that predict future health issues. Our workshop is delivered online by med-tech experts, 
and will introduce you to key AI trends in medicine, its influence on global healthcare, and the tech 
skills you need to get ahead. You’ll also take part in an exciting hands-on diagnostic exercise 
using AI modelling tools. 
  

https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tldktdkd-ohutundiy-r/


AI in Science Workshop 

24 July 2021 
Genome sequencing, protein-folding, classifying galaxies… AI is transforming every area of 
science. Our online workshop, taught by a science expert, introduces you to AI in different 
scientific fields and valuable tech skills for science professionals. You’ll also get practical 
experience training a deep neural network to predict whether a molecule can inhibit HIV replication 
– a great addition to your CV. 
 Data Analytics Course 

2-6 August 2021 
Today’s world relies on digital connections more than ever before, so now is the time to build the 
tech and analytics skills you need to thrive. Our week-long course is taught online by highly 
experienced, world-class instructors. Learn how to analyse large data sets using Excel, create 
interactive dashboards with Tableau, and tackle an industry-style project to apply your new skills. 
And you’ll gain careers advice and inspiration from leading professionals. 
 Robotics in Space Workshop 

7 August 2021 
From exploring the surface of Mars to sizing up metallic asteroids, the race is on to unlock the 
mysteries of the universe and answer our planet’s biggest challenges. Taught online by robotics 
experts, this workshop gives a fascinating insight into today’s space industry. Take part in a 
hands-on exercise to design an autonomous robotic lander to explore Europa and get career tips 
and advice to get ahead. 
 AI in Finance Workshop 

21 August 2021 
Finance is the perfect partner for Artificial Intelligence – from Apple Pay’s Face ID to predicting 
share performance, banks and economists are fast harnessing its power to mitigate risk, detect 
fraud and increase returns. Our workshop is hosted by a finance expert and introduces you to the 
vast range of financial AI applications as well as fantastic practical 
experience training a machine learning algorithm to predict financial 
markets. 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
The Summer Passport Reading Challenge is coming to the library 
and we are calling on students to enjoy some reading over the 
summer! Students will soon be able to pick up their ‘passports’ at 
the library.  
 
The Breaking Lawes library murder 
mystery event is coming up next week! 
The student detectives will need to 
solve the who, what and where of the 
crime on their allotted lunchtime. For 
year 10 the event will be on the 
following week on Thursday the 1st of 
July. Also, the murder suspects have 
been announced!  
 
This Sunday, June 20th, it is World 
Refugee Day. This day is an important 
reminder of the refugee crisis and to 
remember to be compassionate. This 
month we have a World Refugee day 
display with books related to 
refugees.  
 
You can look at Booktrust’s reading 
list of books about refugees and 
asylum seekers here: 
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/b/books-about-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-teens/ 
 
Happy Pride Month and Happy Reading!  
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SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
 
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd. 
 
Instagram 
We have also launched our new Instagram account in the summer term which we will use 
alongside Twitter for general updates. Our story may also include snippets from lessons and 
fixtures so it is also worth a follow from both parents and students alike! You can find us by 
searching sjlpedept.  

  
 
LUNCHTIME TIMETABLE 

 
AFTERSCHOOL TIMETABLE 

 Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday  Friday 
 

 
Year 7 

 

 
 

Tennis 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket 

  
 

Rounders 

 
Year 8 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket  

 
 

Tennis 

 
 

Rounders 

 

 
Year 9 

 

  
 

Rounders 

 
 
 

 
 

Cricket 

 
 

Tennis 

 
Year 10 

 

 
 

Rounders 

   
 

Tennis 

 
 

Cricket 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 7 Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Cricket 
 

Open Choice 
 

Athletics Running/Walkin
g 
 

Open Choice 

Year 8 Athletics 
 

Open Choice 
 

Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Cricket 
 
 

Running/Walkin
g 
 

Leadership 
 

Open Choice 

Year 9 Cricket  
Athletics 

 
 

Open Choice 
 

Tennis 
 
 

Rounders 
 
 

Running/Walkin
g 
 

Leadership 
 

Open Choice 

Year 10 Rounders Cricket 
 
 

Athletics Tennis 
 

Open Choice 
 

Running/Walkin
g 
 

Open Choice 

Year 
11/12/13 

  
Open Choice 

  
Open Choice 

 
Basketball (PNE) 

 ABA RHO NHA 
JBL 

VOB TMA BFR 

RHO NHA JBL 
TBO 

JSA AAT DTH 

NHA ABA TBO 
KIS 

RMO LCA RWO 

ABA RHO TBO 
JBL 

NYO SPO 

TBO ABA KIS 
JBL 

DHE TMA 



Additional Information… 
 
If students have PE on the day of their chosen club they will already be in kit. 
 
However, if they are not in kit they only need to bring trainers for most activities. 
(Rounders, tennis, cricket, softball). This is due to limited changing room use by different year 
groups. 
 
The only exception to this is that they will need to change for ATHLETICS and RUNNING clubs. 
Changing rooms will be made available for these, limited numbers at a time.  
 
 
Sports Fixtures (WB 21th June) 

Week  Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Monday      

Tuesday   Rounders  
Vs 

RPS 
(Away) 

  

Wednesday      

Thursday      

Friday      

 
Year 7 and 8 Rounders 
 
It is great to see the Rounders teams back in action at last. The Year 7 and 8 girls both had their 
first ever fixture this week playing against Townsend.  
 
The Year 7 match was very closely contested with Townsend leading 6-5 ½ after the first innings. 
Townsend had some big hitters who challenged our deep fielders, but fantastic performances from 
Maya as backstop and Chloe at first post meant that SJL got the whole side out in the first innings. 
Going into bat first SJL knew that they would need to push the score up in the second innings. 
With the luck of a few no balls delivered by Townsend, SJL scored 7 rounders leaving Townsend 
needing 7 to win. The left us with a very exciting final innings. The SJL girls kept calm and again 
got several players out at first base and their fielding was much tighter. Townsend went on to 
score 6 ½ to finish the game in a 12 ½ - 12 ½ draw. A good start to the season. Well done to all 
players. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The year 8 team didn’t have quite as close a game. With the final score 21 ½ to 5 ½ to SJL, this 
ended up being a really helpful practice fixture allowing the girls to apply their skills in different 
positions and different combinations. The most impressive aspect of the girls’ play was their 
anticipation of mistakes in the field, this alone led to numerous additional half and full rounders 
being scored. In the field our back stop to 1st base work was excellent and our accurate throws 
ensure minimal rounders were conceded and many of their players run out.  
A fantastic first outing which will give the girls huge confidence moving forward! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hertfordshire Track and Field Championships 2021 
 
On Saturday we sent a number of our elite athletes to the County Championships. Obviously, the 
competition is really tough at these events with most athletes only being selected because they 
made the county standard in the first place. As a result, it would take season’s best performances 
to be in with a chance of winning a medal. Fortunately, the athletes that we sent went on to 
produce their very own “Super Saturday” as you can see by the list of names below:  
 
Lily (yr11) - 1st in U17 100m  
Alfie (yr12) - 1st in U20 Long Jump 
James (yr12) - 2nd in U20 Triple Jump 
David (yr10) - 2nd in U17 Long Jump 
Tiana (yr9) - 3rd in U15 Long Jump  
Katie (yr10) - 4th in U17 800m with only 3secs separating the first 4 runners!  

 
 
 

 
 



Hopefully the success of these athletes, along with a more complete programme of athletic events 
next summer, will result in us being able to send more students next year. For now, we hope this 
serves as both motivation and inspiration for others to try and replicate this success in years to 
come! 
 
Away from school… 
 
AQUATHLON 
 
Congratulations to Henry 7R, who took part in his first Aquathlon at the weekend - the Thames 
Turbo Junior Aquathlon in Henley. 
 
Henry won the 250m swim leg with a time of 3:59 and despite racing against a field of seasoned 
Triathletes, managed to run his 2500m in 7:40, placing him 3rd overall in the Tristar 2 category. 
 
After such a positive experience he’s going to try a triathlon next! Amazing work Henry! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES 
Informal Reading Group – deadline 14th July 

 
This summer, we will be running a series of informal reading groups for students between year 12 
and 13 (or equivalent), from UK state schools/colleges. These will be led by graduate students at 
Cambridge across six subject strands. Provisional dates are: 

• Wednesday 28th July: launch and first session 

• Wednesday 4th August: second session 

• Wednesday 11th August: third session 

• Wednesday 18th August: application workshop – how to make use of readings in personal 

statements 



• Wednesday 25th August: fourth session 

• Wednesday 1st September: round up 

Please ask any interested students to sign up using the following link: 
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6lYWRBNkJbescRw  
 
Year 9 and Year 10 Summer Support 

 
At the end of August, we will be running sessions aimed at Year 9/10 pupils from UK state schools. 
The sessions will give advice about choosing A levels, exploring super curricular options and study 
tips. Sessions will run from 1-2pm on Monday 16th August, Wednesday 18th August, Wednesday 
25th August and Friday 27th August. Please ask any interested students to sign up here: 
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eVstTaOYosAoWl8  
 
Online Sessions 

 
Our Tutor for Admissions and Outreach and Schools Liaison Officer will be running a series of 
online outreach events this summer to provide more information about Cambridge and Caius. 
These are open to all students at UK state schools/colleges (or their parents/guardians, in the case 
of our parent events!).  

• 7th July, 5pm: Cambridge for parents/guardians. Sign up: 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eOJeKBQyi9tSGbQ  

• 12th July, 5pm: take a look round Caius! Sign up: 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6QEeWTNSp9eo3UG  

• 15th July, 5pm: making competitive Cambridge application. Sign up: 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6QEeWTNSp9eo3UG  

• 26th July, 5pm: application and personal statement Q&A/drop-in session. Sign up: 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6QEeWTNSp9eo3UG  

• 16th August, 5pm: Cambridge for parents/guardians. Sign up: 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eOJeKBQyi9tSGbQ  

• 17th August, 5pm: take a look round Caius! Sign up: 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6QEeWTNSp9eo3UG  

 
Caius Explore- deadline 31st July  

 
Many students will have now reached the end of their Year 12 assessment period, so now is the 
perfect time for them to start thinking about their super curricular interests. One great way to do 
this is through academic competitions and there’s still over 6 weeks for them to get involved in the 
Caius Explore challenges. More details about these competitions can be found here: Caius Explore 
| Gonville & Caius (cam.ac.uk) 
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Support for disabled students 

 
Head Up! - a new project run by Cambridge university students looking to support young people 
with disabilities. Anyone aged 14-18, who self-identifies as disabled (or falls into any of the 
following categories: physical/mental health condition, specific learning difficulty, neurodiversity) is 
eligible. The scheme is led by the mentee, so it can cover uni applications, study tips, awareness 
and confidence in asking for access arrangements or decision-making for the future (it doesn't 
have to be academic). Mentoring is 1 hour per month online, and all our mentors have enhanced 
DBS checks and are safeguarding trained. Our safeguarding policies are on our website, head-
up.org, where we also offer general information and signposting of resources for education, 
finance, mental health, university, and share some of our experiences. Please ask any interested 
students to sign up using this link: https://forms.gle/cEB16vxC7skaLtv5A  
 
University of Cambridge Open Day for Disabled Students 

 
The University of Cambridge is hosting a virtual open day for UK year 12 (or equivalent) students 
with a disability or long-term health condition. The event will take place over two days from 
Saturday 10th to Sunday 11th July 2021. The online open day will feature a mixture of webinars, 
panel events and discussion sessions delivered by university staff and current students which will 
aim to provide: 
•             An insight into the lives of disabled students at Cambridge  
•             Useful information about the Cambridge application process 
•             Information about the various kinds of support available for disabled students  
Students can apply here before Tuesday 15th June: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/outreach/open-
day-disabled-students   
 

 

 
 

Watch today: Rossini's The Barber of Seville 

 
Watch The Barber of Seville as part of our Glyndebourne Open House series: free full length 
opera for everyone, everywhere.  
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Enrique Mazzola conducts Rossini's operatic comedy with two lovers and one quick-witted barber. 
A comic battle of the wills ensues, but will love or greed be triumphant? Featuring an all-star cast 
including Danielle de Niese, Alessandro Corbelli and Björn Bürger, expect wit, energy and 
exhilarating musical invention in this opera first captured live at Festival 2016. 
 
The stream will be available to view on our website and on YouTube until Sunday 27 June. 
 
MAGNA CARTA – FREE EXHIBITION TICKETS 
 
Book your free British Library tickets at https://www.bl.uk/events/treasures-of-the-british-
library?utm_campaign=400667_MagnaCartaDay_BrandShorts_20210615&utm_medium=email&ut
m_source=The%20British%20Library 
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