
End of Term Newsletter No 793 – 16 July 2021  
 
At the end of the last summer term, this newsletter started with the words ‘We made it!’.  If we’d 
known what lay ahead, we might not have been so quick to use that phrase but perhaps it was better 
that none of us knew what the future held at that point.  Anyway, we’re here again and –  

We Made It!! 
If there was ever a year in which the SJL community demonstrated the ACE, then this was it and we 
simply cannot thank the students, staff and parents enough for the way you have worked together 
to get us through this strangest of periods.  From bubbles, to lockdowns, to TAGs, no matter what 
has been thrown at us, everyone has made the best of it and in many cases gone above and beyond 
what could have been expected.  Over the last year we have managed to avoid the worst of the 
pandemic, and certainly, since the 2nd lockdown, we have not had to send home entire year groups 
or large numbers of students and that definitely reflects how well our students have observed the 
routines we have put in place in school.  And where students have had to self-isolate this year, I 
think we can all agree that for the most part the standard of remote learning on offer has been 
exceptionally high, which reflects the efforts our staff have put into training themselves and their 
classes on new technologies and approaches.  Truly it has been a team effort! 
 
But of course, we are hoping that the vast majority of our restrictions will be relaxed from September 
and we can get back to closer to the ‘old’ normal.  Hopefully you will have seen the information that 
Mr Newbery has sent out about our plans for next term by now – if we need to make any changes 
to those, we will of course keep you fully informed. 
 
A hopeful sign of the old normal was the return of live performances at SJL in these last weeks of 
term and so congratulations to our drama and music departments for embracing the challenges of 
Covid-safe productions and providing us with some wonderful entertainment.  Our younger students 
entertained us with the Lower School Production of Grimm Tales and whilst the stories were 
definitely pretty grim, the performances were anything but!  Congratulations to all who took part and 
to the drama teachers and 6th formers who supported them.  The same ‘natural amphitheatre’ of the 
Oasis area then formed the back drop to our Summer Prom, which saw the triumphant return of 
SJL’s bands, choirs and small ensembles, with the award of Music Colours to our outgoing year 13s 
and a special musical tribute to Mr Walton.  All of these performances reminded us just what we’ve 
been missing over the last 18 months and it felt fantastic to be back. 
 
As well as artistic endeavours, we have also seen more practical activities being re-established and 
it was wonderful to be able to hold a full Sports Day last week with all houses competing strongly.  
After so much time in bubbles, it was a chance for the younger students not only to take part but 
also to be inspired by the older years and after a year away we saw quite a few records tumble 
during the afternoon.  In the end, Hepworth House triumphed by the narrowest of margins – perhaps 
someone will catch them next year? 
 
Finally, we are delighted to see the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme back underway with staff kindly 
giving up their time to support students with their weekends away.  Given the number of students 
struggling with sore feet the next day, the practice was clearly needed(!) but again, we are just so 
pleased to see our extra-curricular opportunities opening up once more after far too long. 
 
As always, at this time of year, we have to say goodbye to members of staff who are leaving us, 
either for a (very) well-earned rest or to take up new challenges and so it is good bye, good luck and 
a huge thank you for all your hard work to: 
Ms Allinson   Mrs Backhouse 
Mrs Bitencourt   Mrs Clernon    
Mr Chowdhury   Mr Ellingham    
Mr Inman   Mr Sambrook 
We are pleased to say that we are fully staffed from September and we will welcome the new staff 
when they join us at the start of the new academic year, however before that, we need to make 



special mention of 5 members of staff who are all retiring after more than a decade at SJL (and in 
some cases after significantly more than a decade!).  Mrs Russell and Mrs Reed will be well-known 
to parents for the help they have given to our students when they have needed support both in and 
outside the classroom, and there are many children who would have not achieved all they have 
without knowing they had them both to turn to.   Next, if the kitchen is the heart of the home then 
Mrs Wise has been at the heart of SJL in our food tech rooms for nearly 25 years, and in that time 
has developed a love for cooking in hundreds, if not thousands, of students.  Ms Rickard leaves us 
after 20 years, firstly as an inspirational English teacher and, since 2013, as the driving force behind 
the expansion of our 6th form, both in numbers and in academic aspiration.  And finally, Mr Walton 
is stepping back to a part-time position after 37(!) years of phenomenal service to SJL as a music 
teacher, head of department, advanced skills teacher and latterly Assistant Head.  We are so lucky 
to have had all their contributions to SJL over the years and we thank them on behalf of the many, 
many children who have passed through their care.   
 
So that’s it for now.  Our thanks go to the whole SJL community once again for your amazing efforts 
over at least the last year.  Please enjoy a well-deserved rest – keep yourselves safe and do keep 
testing over the summer, if at all possible.  We’ll see you in September! 
 

 
 
Claire Robins                Philip Newbery 
 
 
PRIZE GIVING 2020/2021 
 
We are delighted to announce the winners of this year’s Subject and Year prizes.  The following 
students will be invited to attend our Awards Ceremony in December, where they will be presented 
with their prizes. Congratulations to: 
 
Nabeed Ahmed  KS3 English 
Amy Atwell   KS3 Drama 
James Austin   KS3 English 
Owen Barber   KS5 Product Design 
Oliver Bardsley  Cliff Gardner Award 

for Technology 
Adam Barnard   KS5 Boys PE 
Jasmine Bending  KS4 Music 
Heather Bentley  KS4 Graphics 

(Technology) 
Klara Berry   KS4 Media & Film 
Ayesha Bhutta   KS5 Mathematics  
Emma Bird   KS3 Textiles 
Maya Bradbury   Year 7 Prize 
Elizabeth Bratton  KS5 French Prize 
Lily Brett   KS4 Drama 
Nicole Brown   Old Scholars Prize 
Ella Burgan  Resilience in 

Learning Award 
Ollie Burroughs   KS4 German 
Ellie Butterworth  KS4 History 
Amelia Carter   Eco Award 
Rory Chapman   Year 10 Prize 
Mia Collins   Year 9 Prize 
Jay Colston Patel  KS5 German 
Narcisa Cretu   Russell Turner Prize 
Eddie Cross   KS4 Boys PE 
Katie Cross   Sociology 
Madeleine Crowe  Eco Award 
Leah Domingo   Sixth Form Prize 
Charlotte Evans  Thinking Skills 
Imogen Evans   KS3 Science 

Ellie Geeson  Business Studies 
(Stuart Bishop Prize) 

Alice George   KS5 Computing 
Kyran Gosling   Armitage Award 
Adam Grimes   Spanish 
Samuel Grover   KS3 Media & Film 
Katie Hall   KS3 Art 
Will Hall   Year 11 Prize 
Charlotte Hawkins  KS4 Geography 
Amelie Hayes   SJL Award 
Keira Head   Economics 
Leah Head   KS3 Religious 
Studies 
Martha Heggs   KS5 English 
Charlotte Holland KS4 Art 
Toby Howe   Steve Hewlett Award 
Toby Jarvis   KS4 English 
Andrene Jayawickrama KS4 Mathematics 
Justine Jing   Read Award 
Charlie Kay   KS4 Product Design 
Izzy Kelly   KS4 Girls PE 
Ben Leaver   KS4 Mathematics  
Alex Lever   KS5 Media & Film 
Liv Louis   Public Speaking 
William McGuinness  KS3 Mathematics  
Imogen McPhun  KS5 Music Prize 
Joely McPhun   KS4 French 
Martha Mitchell   Triple Science 
Imogen O'Cuinneagain  KS4 Religious 

Studies 
Emily O'Hara   KS5 Art 
Daniel Omoregbee  Year 8 Prize 



Adam O'Neill   KS4 Computing 
Rose Parkinson  John Miles Sculpture 

Prize 
Molly Pattison   KS5 Textiles 
Mia Pinkham   KS5 Girls PE 
Ella Purvis   KS5 Drama Prize 
Ellie Richardson  KS3 Design & 

Technology 
Ben Rodger   KS3 Geography 
Stanley Roe   KS3 Science 
Salma Salma   Photography 
Oliver San Blas   KS3 History 
Gautham Sathiaseelan  KS3 Mathematics  
Stassie Scott   KS3 Girls PE 
Jack Sedgwick   KS3 Boys PE 
Daisy Simpson   KS4 English 

Rafferty Smith   KS3 Computing 
Freya Solomon   Psychology 
Amelia Spiteri   Graphics (Art) 
Kaaviya Suresh Vidhya  KS4 Food & Nutrition 
Charlotte Sweeney  KS5 History 
Frederick Terry   KS3 Music 
Calum Thompson  KS5 Geography 
Olivia Threlfall   KS3 German 
Ryan Tresman   Physics 
Miabella Turner  KS5 Religious 

Studies 
Sanjna Vora   Biology 
Harrison Whiting  Combined Science 
Millie Wilkins   KS3 French 
Beth Wood   Chemistry 
Jasmin Zimmerli  KS4 Textiles 

 
HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS 
 
Congratulations to the following students who reached their 10th Headteacher’s Commendation in 
recent months.  This is a truly excellent achievement and we are very proud of them!  Not all were 
able to be with us for the group photo (below) nonetheless, we send each and every one of them 
our warmest congratulations.   
 
James Austin 8L 
Oliver Bardsley 9B 
Ruby Barwell 12B 
Emilie Baudot 12K 
Hannah Brooke 10B 
Lucas Connolly 12A 
Thomas Dadswell 12B 
Annabel Drake 12A 
Charlotte Evans 12N 
Olly Garcia 8H 

Katie Grimes 10A 
Holly Hall 9N 
Rebecca Hall 8H 
Anushka Jha 8R 
Ella Le Grice 8B 
Emily Murray 8A 
Ella Partridge 11B 
Charlotte Richardson 12H 
Ruby Robertson 12N 
Ben Rodger 9B 

Daisy Ronald 10N 
Stassie Scott 8H 
Katie Sutton 12R 
Frederick Terry 9H 
Florence Thompson 8B 
Olivia Threlfall 9K 
Nell Way 11N 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers this week to 
receive Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their 
certificates as soon as possible: 
 
Asma Abubakar 8H 
Nabeed Ahmed 8N 
Lily Allan 12B 
Michael Allan 7H 
Ria Anderson 9A 
Cameron Angrave-Smith 
12R 
Amy Atwell 9H 

James Austin 8L (2) 
Lola Aveyard 10L 
Elizabeth Aylward-Hill 8N 
Ella Baldry 7R 
Madeleine Ballard Scott 9A 
(2) 
Evie Barber 9A (2) 
Samuel Barber 9N (2) 

Lara Bardsley 7K 
Oliver Bardsley 9B 
Kiran Barker 8R 
Charlotte Barratt 8R 
Tom Baudot 7L 
Rupert Bosworth 7N 
Maya Bradbury 7H 
Siena Bramzell 10L 



Vita Brewester 10R 
Jamie Brown 8A 
Poppy Burke 8L 
Maeve Campbell 9L 
Casey Carter-Stoll 8R 
Will Caulfield 7K 
Lili Chandler 12H 
Sasha Chester 9K 
Ella Condon 9B 
Angell Cox 7N 
Eleanor Coyle 7H 
Gabriella Coyle 9H 
Isabella Crispim 7R 
Amy Curant 8B 
Maisie D'Angiola 8A 
Chethana Darapunani 8L 
Niamh Emmerson 8L 
Charlotte Evans 12N 
Jessica Factor 9L 
Sophia Fantozzi 10L 
Ellie Finch 7K 
Krystal Fletcher 12H 
Olly Garcia 8H (2) 
Annabel Georges 9B 
Josh Gilder 9A 
Willow Goodhand 8B 
Romilly Gooseman 7R 
Ruby Goreeph 9H 
Tilly Hairon 7H 
Edward Halkett 7A 
Holly Hall 9N 
Reuben Hall 11H 
Will Hall 11K 
Taylin Hammond 7L 
Lily Harris 9R 
Daisy Heal 8H 
Annabel Hill 10K 

Megan Hill 12N 
Henry Hills 8H 
Anais Hoey 7L 
Olivia Horton 8H (2) 
Lacee Hughes 12L 
Zahra Hussain 8K 
Matilda Inman 7N 
Lukas Johnson 7H (2) 
Lara Jones 8L 
Lily Jones 12K 
Charm Kirk 7R 
Xavier Knott 7A 
Alys Kramer 9R 
Theo Kurran-Browne 10N 
Ella Le Grice 8B (2) 
Ellie Leaver 7R (2) 
Laura Lemarechal 8L 
Sammy Lewis 9K 
Josh Light 9A 
Liv Louis 7R (2) 
Jessica Lucas 8A 
Amelie McCarthy Hunt 8A 
Lotte McGarry 8A 
William McGuinness 8K 
Alexa Milella 8B 
Rhea Mitchell 7L 
Lula Morfitt 7L (2) 
Olivia Norwood 8A 
Daniel Omoregbee 8H (2) 
Nathan Oppelt 8A 
Nicole Osayi 12N 
Nadia Ouechtati 7L 
Sophie Parachini 7L 
Rose Parkinson 10K 
Uma Patel 7L 
Charlotte Pemberthy 12B 
Zach Platt 8R (2) 

Sienna Randhawa 10H 
Will Redding 7K 
Bex Redway 7R 
Ellie Richardson 9N 
Daisy Ronald 10N 
Evie Rose 7H (2) 
Isabella San Blas 7A 
Maya Schofield 7H 
Connie Scott 7N 
Stassie Scott 8H 
Mila Shrigley 8N 
Eleanor Smith 7B 
Rhianna Solomon 10R 
Amy Solomons 7L 
Matilda Spiteri 9B 
Ananya Sriram 12N 
Charlie Stanley 7A 
Wesley Stow-Hazell 8H 
Rosie Sutton 10H 
Alex Sweeney 7H 
Poppy Sweeting 7A 
Chloe Symons 8K 
Jemima Tate 8H 
Frederick Terry 9H (2) 
Emily Tonks 7A 
Clara Trevor 7B 
Edie Trevor 9B 
Fara Turner 7H 
Imaya Turner 12B 
Kira Turnpenny 9L (2) 
Amara Wahab 7B 
Douglas Watson 8K (2) 
James Wellham 7B (2) 
Evan White 8R 
Georgia White 8H 
Millie Wilkins 9B 
Merel Woodford 9H 

 
Musical Congratulations go to: 
 

• Kale Muir who passed his grade 5 trumpet exam with merit 

• Uma Patel who passed her Grade 4 cello exam with distinction 

• Katie Sutton who passed her Grade 8 Flute exam with Merit 

• Amelie Crocker who was awarded a distinction in her Grade 8 Music Theatre exam 

• Molly Pattison who passed her Grade 8 Jazz Saxophone exam with Merit 

• Rafferty Smith who passed his Grade 6 Piano exam 

• Dexter Smith who passed his Grade 6 Piano exam. 

 
Congratulations to Kale Year 9 (right) who has passed Stage 8 of the Cambridge Latin 
Course! 
 
ALUMNI NEWS 
 
Charlotte-Summer Bolton  

 
Congratulations to Charlotte-Summer Bolton, who joined KPMG straight from 
A Levels on their Apprenticeship Scheme.  Now after 5 years, she has just 
qualified as a Chartered Accountant.  Well done Charlotte! 
 
 

 
 



 
Laith Jaafar   

Many congratulations to Laith who, in his final year at Sheffield Hallam 
University, was Deputy President, Board Trustee & Social Sciences and Arts 
College Officer in the Students’ Union. In 2020 he also gained a SHSU 
Volunteer250 Award; was an Outstanding Student Voice Award Winner; and 
gained an Outstanding Contribution to Academic Change Award Winne. Laith is 
now a Legal Intern with InstaDeep who offer a host of AI solutions, ranging from 
optimized pattern recognition, GPU-accelerated insights, to self-learning 

decision-making systems. We wish Laith all the best in his new career. 
 
Maisie Maslen  

Many congratulations to Maisie who has just received a high mark in her 
Dissertation on the representations of dead bodies in the poetry of the First World 
War and a First overall in her English Literature degree at Birmingham University. 
Maisie was inspired for her Dissertation by her A level study of First World War 
literature. She is planning a Masters in Literature and Culture at Birmingham 
University and has been really enjoying finally getting the chance to read for 
pleasure again after so long! Maisie recommends ‘Conversations with Friends’ by 
Sally Rooney which she loved, and is currently reading ‘Where The Crawdads 

Sing’ by Delia Owens which has been on her to-read-list for ages! We wish Maisie all the best for 
her postgraduate study next academic year.  
 
Emma Shardlow  

Many congratulations to Emma on her First Class with Distinction in her second 
year studying English at the University of Cambridge, ranking 3rd out of a class 
of 175!   Emma has become Corporate Relations Director at The 93% 
Foundation, President at The 93% Club Cambridge and Campus Ambassador 
at Shearman & Sterling LLP. Emma was interviewed by The Daily Telegraph for 
her work with The 93% Club - a new social mobility charity dedicated to 
supporting state-educated students at the University of Cambridge. Through its 
powerful blend of social events, student activism, and skills workshops with top 

employers, they hope to ‘level the playing field’ for students from underrepresented backgrounds. 
See https://www.93percent.club/ We wish Emma well in her final year at university. 
 
NOTICES 
 
KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Autumn Term 2021 
 
Start:   Wednesday 1 September – External sixth form induction 
   Thursday 2 September – Year 7 start - Sixth form timetabling day 
   Friday 3 September – Year 8-11 students return 
   Wednesday 6 October Secondary transfer evening –  

school closes at 12.30pm    
Tuesday 12 October INSET day 

Half Term:  Monday 25 October to Friday 29 October 
   Monday 29 November - Occasional Day – school closed 
Finish:   Friday 17 December – school closes at 12.30pm 
 
Spring Term 2022 
 
Start:   Tuesday 4 January INSET day – school closed to students 

Wednesday 5 January – students return 
Wednesday 26 January – INSET day 

Half Term:  Monday 14 February to Friday 18 February  
   Friday 18 March INSET day – school closed to students 
Finish:   Friday 1 April – school closes at 3.30pm. 
 
Summer Term 2022 
 
Start:   Tuesday 19 April- INSET day – school closed to students 
   Wednesday 20 April – students return 

https://uk.linkedin.com/company/instadeep?trk=public_profile_experience-item_result-card_subtitle-click
https://www.linkedin.com/school/12691/?legacySchoolId=12691
https://www.93percent.club/


   Monday 2 May Bank Holiday 
Half Term:  Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June 

Monday 27 June – Trust Working day – school closed to students 
Finish:   Friday 22 July – school closes a 12.30pm. 
 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR COLLECTING RESULTS – SUMMER 2021 
 
Collection in Person for years 13 and 11 only 
Exam results can be collected from the Sports Hall on the dates below: 
 
A-levels and BTEC- Tuesday 10th August 2021 
Year 13 results – Available from 8.30am  
 
GCSE – Thursday 12th August 2021 
Year 11 results – Available from 8.30am 
 
You are asked to only have 1 person accompany you.    
 
Unable to collect in person 
If you are unable to collect in person, you can do one of the following: 
 

• Provide the Exams Officer with an A4 stamped addressed envelope with a 1st class LARGE 

letter stamp affixed, by the end of term (Friday 16th July) and your results will be posted to 

you.  Please be aware that exam board regulations state that results can only be posted 

on results day itself so you may not receive your results until a few days after result 

publication, dependent on the postal system. 

 

• Provide the Exams Officer with written permission for someone else to collect your results 

on your behalf.  A copy of the permission form is available on the exams information 

section of the school website under the heading ‘Examination Results Collection’.  

www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/743/exam-information   The permission form must be handed in 

when the results are collected and your nominated representative (and that includes a 

parent) will require a form of identification (e.g. passport, driving licence).   Please note that 

exam results are not provided over the phone, or by text or email under any 

circumstances. 

 
Years 12 and 10 Results available as detailed below 
 
Year 12 Results 
Year 12 EPQ and Thinking Skills results will be available to students via the Exams tab on their 
Edulink account from 9.00am on Tuesday 10th August 2021. 
 
Year 12 Financial Studies results will be available from students' MyLIBF account on Tuesday 10th 
August 2021.   
 
Year 10 Results 
Year 10 GCSE Religious Studies Short Course results will be available to students via the Exams 
tab on their Edulink account from 9.00am on Thursday 12 August 2021. 
 
For any further information about exams and results please check the Exams page on the school 
website www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/743/exam-information    
 
UNIFORM – IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
Students will have grown considerably throughout the past year and we ask that parents pay 
particular attention to their child’s school skirts in order to ensure that they fit to the knee.  
It is also important to remember that students should wear white socks or navy or neutral tights 

with their skirts; black tights are not permitted.   Students wearing school trousers must wear 
black socks only.  Once again, we are asking parents for support from home. Please discuss this 
with your child(ren) and ensure that they come to school properly equipped and with a correctly 

fitting uniform for the start of the new academic year. 
 

http://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/743/exam-information
http://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/743/exam-information


A reminder that the school skirt must be worn ON the knee and staff at Stevenson’s 
uniform shop are very clear on the school’s policy regarding this matter. There are also signs 
in the shop reminding parents of this and staff have been instructed not to sell SJL skirts any 
shorter than on the knee. Please also bear this in mind if purchasing your child’s skirt from 
Stevenson’s online shop. Any students wearing skirts above the knee at the start of the 
new academic year can expect to receive a sanction and parents will be expected to exchange 
or replace the skirt immediately. 
 
Please also note that both the SJL skirt and trousers can only be found at Stevenson’s.    
Lookalike garments should not be purchased elsewhere.  We are keen to avoid having to 
challenge students about their uniform and having parents incur any additional expense or 
inconvenience. 
 
As always, we thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
Please also note the following – particularly the new rules on hair: 
Jumpers – The plain navy school jumper must not be worn tucked in. 

Jewellery - The only jewellery permitted in school is a single plain gold/silver stud in the lower 

lobes, plus a watch. Facial piercings are not allowed (even if covered with a plaster).  

Bags - Bags that feature inappropriate nudity or sexually explicit imagery are strictly 

forbidden. 
Makeup - Makeup should not be worn. Nail varnish, false nails, nail extensions, or false eyelashes 
should not be worn. 

Badges - The only badges permitted are official school badges, such as House Representative 
badges and one charity badge. 
Hair – Hair must be appropriate for a smart office environment.  We realise that this can be 
interpreted differently according to culture and ethnicity and are happy to accept and value all 
kinds of smart as long as these are consistent with the head teacher’s final judgement.  We follow 
the Halo Code.  If worn short, hair may have a gradual fade but should not be stepped.  If short 
hair is worn the same length all over it may be no shorter than grade 2.  Hair should be of a 
natural colour.  No patterns or tramlines should be shaved into the hair or the eyebrows.  Long 
hair should be fastened or tied back for practical activities.  Hair ornaments should not be worn. 
Hair bands must be plain and either black, white or navy. 
Hoodies/tracksuit tops - Must not be brought or worn to school and will be confiscated for 

parental collection. 

Charity wristbands - Only one wristband is permitted to be worn at any one time. It must be for 

an appropriate good cause (at the Headteacher's discretion) and must not be as a fashion item 

or, for instance, to support a pop group or football team. 

Mobile Phones - Mobile phones are permitted in school but should remain switched off 
throughout the school day, including break and lunchtimes, unless teachers have given students 

permission to use them.  We ask that parents do not attempt to directly contact their 

children or expect to receive messages from them during the school day.  In the case of 
emergency, parents should call through to reception in the normal way.  Students caught using 

mobile phones will have them confiscated and the phones will be kept at reception until the end 

of the school day.  Repeat offenders can expect to receive a detention.   
 

NB: If students do not conform to these guidelines, they should expect to be withdrawn 

from general classes until they do. 

 
CLIMATE ACTION GROUP – UNWANTED UNIFORM 
 
If you have any items of unwanted uniform please consider donating them to our Uniform Swap 
Shop.  These should be in a clean wearable condition and dropped off at reception.  We are also in 
need of clothes hangers and clothes rails.  It is hoped that the shop will be fully up and running in 
September – watch this space for further details. 
 
Thank you to those who have already donated; we are enormously grateful for your support. 
 
A MESSAGE FROM HERTS COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
We have been asked to share the following by Herts County Council: 
 
“HCC need your help to gather views on vaccinations for young people aged 12-17. 

https://halocollective.co.uk/halo-school/


 
We are waiting a decision from Government on offering a vaccination programme for young people 
aged 12-17. In the meantime, we are running a survey to gather feedback from young people and 
parents and carers which we hope will help us to better understand their views and plan effectively 
should the government decide to go ahead.     
 
The survey link is now live: https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/PEC871/ 
 
HCC would be very grateful if you could please take a moment to complete the survey and give us 
your views.  The survey closes on the 22 July.”  
 
CAREERS NEWS - WORK EXPERIENCE 2022  
 
All Year 12 and Year 10 students will take part in a one-week block work placement in the summer 
term of 2022.  
 
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, work experience has been cancelled for the last two years. 
However, we are fully expecting it to go ahead during the next academic year. I would like to give 
you as much notice as possible of the dates so that your child can start to think about arranging a 
placement. 
 
The Year 12 work experience week for next year is 23rd May 2022 – 27th May 2022 

The Year 10 work experience week for next year is 27th June 2022 – 1st July 2022.  
 
More information on the work experience process, for both Year 12 and Year 10, will be issued in 
the Autumn Term. 
 
Julia Power, Head of Careers  
 
HOUSE NEWS 
 
Despite everything that has gone on over the last twelve months we have still managed to run a 
range of House Competitions, with additional subject and curriculum-based events taking place 
albeit it in different ways. While we have all missed the hall-filling spectacle that is Austen’s House 
Quiz where it is easier to list students who are not taking part, you all exceeded expectations 
collecting gifts for the Salvation Army Christmas appeal. We didn’t festive up the school with form 
room decoration this year but you did decorate the library with Christmas jumper designs, design 
amazing Christmas Cards and take part in the enigmatic and strange Breaking Lawes. A socially 
distanced version of Britten’s tableau competition took place as did Hepworth’s Colour Chaos and 
many, many others! 
 
At the time of writing (Monday afternoon at the start of the final week) it could well be that Austen 
will win their fourth consecutive year, but with Newton’s Egg Drop, Rounders and the Merit Mark 
Totals for this term to be added in before our final virtual assembly, it’s worth remembering that a 
week is a long time in House Competitions!  Final results for the House Cup and the Merit Mark 
Cup will be announced in assembly on Friday and then published on social media.  
 
Well done to all of you who have represented your House in a competition, by getting a Merit Mark, 
an Ace Card or a Head’s Commendation and by taking part in Sports Day. Whether Mr Evans and 
Austen sing their victory song or are stoic and philosophical in defeat, it all begins again in 
September and 2022 could be Newton or Sports Day Champions Hepworth’s turn to shine! 
 
Mr Higgins, Mr Evans, Mrs Ponte, Mr Bloxham, Ms Caldicott, Mrs 
Gibson, Mr Goodman and Ms Bigden 
 
ECO-GARDEN CLUB 
 
Some lucky members of the Eco-garden club visited Tom Stuart-
Smith’s garden on Monday 5th July.  Tom has just been awarded the 
Royal Horticultural Societies ‘Iconic Horticultural Hero’ and he is 
famous for winning 8 Chelsea Golds and 3 Best In Show.  We had a 
tour of Tom’s own garden in Bedmond and enjoyed the afternoon, 
enveloped in the wonders of his planting. 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/PEC871/


 
Watering the Eco-garden and free produce! 
We need help watering the Eco-garden over the summer.  You’ll need a spare 
half hour to do this but you are welcome to pick the cut flowers and the 
vegetables whilst you are there.  If you can help please contact hbrading-
miles@sjl.herts.sch.uk  
 
Volunteers required for the following dates: 
30.7, 3.8, 6.8, 10.8, 13.8, 17.8, 20.8, 24.8, 27.8 
 
Mrs Brading Miles 
 
MASt AND GIFTED & TALENTED OPEN EVENING 
 
Every summer term we celebrate the achievements of More Able, Gifted 
and Talented students with our MASt and Gifted and Talented 
Information Evening for the families of MASt and G&T students. We showcase some of 
the excellent work done by our MASt and G&T students throughout the year. 
 
This year we have been unable to meet in person due to social distancing. However, we hope you 
enjoy this film which gives a flavour of the provision for, and achievements of, our More Able and 
Gifted & Talented students at https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/1013/information-evenings  
 
ART FACULTY  
 
ROYAL ACADEMY YOUNG ARTISTS EXHIBITION 2021 
 
Now in its third year, The Royal Academy Young Artist 
Exhibition brings together the very best work from 
Primary and Secondary School students. The 
exhibition is in The Clore Learning Centre within the 
Royal Academy from 13th July until the 8th August 
2021. This year Charlotte, one of our GCSE Art 
students, has had a piece of her stunning painting 
accepted as part of this prestigious exhibition. We are 
very proud of Charlotte and delighted that the RA 
Board recognised the quality of her work and ability as 
a painter! 
 
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/young-
artists-summer-show-2021 
 
Students in Y7, Y8 and Y9 have completed their summer assessment exercises after completing 
high quality work during lockdown and in school through this year. We are all impressed that our 
students’ focus and can-do attitude has meant that we have been able to deliver our curriculum 
including Ceramics, Drawing Painting Print Making and Sculpture in an adapted, socially-distanced 
way. Lockdown led to some innovative work with Y9 Art students producing bas relief cardboard 
dragons at home so that they could continue with their sculpture theme. GCSE and A Level 
students have continued working on their coursework.  Student creativity and adaptability and 
supportive families have meant that one of my strongest memories of lockdown will be talking to 
GCSE students and A Level Students remotely while they continued to work on the largescale 
paintings, sculptures and clay-work they had always planned to make, in front rooms and dining 
rooms. Lockdown was phone photos and webcam images of works in progress with dialog via 
Show My Homework and the Chat function on Teams.  
 
Unfortunately, you cannot currently see the amazing displays of A Level and GCSE work up in the 
Art Faculty, these have been assessment shows without our usual public exhibitions. However, we 
have been sharing lower school work on our Instagram Account and will be sharing the amazing 
work produced by our Y11s and Y13s as soon as we are able, so that you can see the progress 
they have made and the quality of work produced during a year with its own unique challenges. 
 
www.instagram.com/sjlartdept  
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Y11 students who are intending to take Art, Graphics, Photography and Textiles will have received 
their pre-course holiday homework, please get in touch if you have not. Y9 students, we will be 
sharing some summer work via SMHW before the end of term. Remember both GCSE and A Level 
are 60% coursework and it is important that you hit the ground running.  
Y11 and Y13 students thank you for your hard work, hopefully you will be very pleased with your 
results.  Remember you can collect your GCSE and A Level work after the end of September.  
 
Enjoy the break over the summer and we are looking forward to seeing what you produce in 
September 
 
Mr Higgins 
 
YEAR 12 BTEC BUSINESS  
 
Vocational Scenario or Context: The students are on virtual work 
placement in the Economic Development Unit (EDU) at their 
local council working with the officers who are responsible for 
publications, brochures and guides. The students have been 
asked to research a selected business and prepare a presentation 
that investigates its use of enterprise and innovation.  
Presentation title: Investigate the role and contribution of innovation 
and enterprise to business success. 
 
YEAR 13 BTEC BUSINESS 
 
Vocational Scenario or Context: The students have been asked to 
prepare appropriate documentation for a large business of 250+ 
employees of their choice to be used in a recruitment and selection 
activity. The students must create a suitable job advertisement. 
Title of work: An appropriate job advertisement for use in selection and 
recruitment activities. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
STUDYING PSYCHOLOGY BEYOND A-LEVELS 
 
The two UCL trainee clinical psychologists delivered an insightful 
and stimulating talk about their personal experience of studying 
psychology beyond A-Levels. They focused on their personal 
experience of studying psychology at university as well as their 
post-degree career and UCL doctorate programme. Using detailed 
slides, they were able to demonstrate the individual steps they took 
to secure their place in the programme and offered various advice 
to help students stand out as an exceptional candidate in university 
and work placement applications. They were able to list several 
potential career pathways and many Year 12 students, including 
myself, found the range of options surprising. Another informative 



aspect of the talk was the thorough outline of a typical day as a clinical psychologist, and it was 
interesting to learn how the practical side of counselling and psychiatry worked. Personally, I found 
the psychologists’ reasons for choosing this career path very inspiring and it enabled me to 
develop my thoughts about a potential career path. Overall, it was a fascinating session and gave 
everyone a helpful insight into the field of clinical psychology. 
 
Annabel Drake 12A 
 
MUSIC FACULTY NEWS  
 
Summer Prom Concert - Congratulations to all 
the students and staff who performed in the 
Summer Prom Concert on Tuesday. After 19 
months of not being able to perform live music it 
was a very special evening, with performances 
from all the main SJL ensembles. The students 
performed brilliantly, with professionalism and 
enthusiasm. We were incredibly proud of them 
all! It could not have taken place without the 
support of the staff, parents and wider school 
community, so a big thank you to everyone who 
supported us to make it happen. If you attended 
the concert we would love to hear your 
comments – please get in touch at 
music@sjl.herts.sch.uk. A video of the 
performance for those unable to attend will be 
released soon. 
 
Music Tour 2022 - We are delighted to announce that we have provisionally 
booked the 2022 Music Tour, to Lake Garda in Italy. This will be SJL Music’s 
33rd Music Tour! The tour will run in the last week of the academic year (July 
2022) and is open to any student who regularly participates in a music 
ensemble – either a band or choir. More details will follow in the first week back 
in September. 
 
New piano – we were very excited this month to welcome a new piano to the 
Music Faculty. The piano was kindly donated by former SJL family, the Manns. 
It looks and sounds lovely, and has been put to good use already!  We are 
incredibly grateful to the Mann family for thinking of us and donating such a 
beautiful instrument.    
 
The Music Department 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
New Gig! 
 
We didn’t get to play at Festival on the Field but you can see us on     Sept 2nd at The Horn in St 
Albans! 

mailto:music@sjl.herts.sch.uk


Tickets £6 from stratton5music@gmail.com  
Tickets £6 + £2 postage from https://www.thehorn.co.uk/ 
Tickets £10 on the door on the night. 
 
Listen to our music on all apps here: https://linktr.ee/stratton5 

 
 
SJL YOUNG ENTERPRISE 
 
Huge congratulations and well done to our Young Enterprise companies this year. 
They have had to be particularly innovative to meet their challenges and they have 
all seen success. 
 
Ivy & Co 

Ivy & Co sold handmade jewellery and bags. 
They received an award from Young Enterprise 
for Digital Marketing and Innovation. 
Emilie Baudot also received an Individual award 
from Young Enterprise for her ‘Outstanding 
Contribution’ as Managing Director of Ivy & Co 
   
 
 
 

 
Anora 
 
Anora sold handmade candles with a range of scents.  
Jigyasa Avinash also received an Individual award from Young Enterprise 
for ‘Outstanding Contribution’ to Anora. 
 
Consilio Design 
 
Consilio Design, another successful Company, organised all the 
‘Leavers Hoodies’ this year. 

 
 
NEWS FROM THE MFL DEPARTMENT 
 
It has been an unusual year for languages this year, particularly as we 
have had none of our traditional school trips giving students the 
opportunity to find out about culture in France, Germany and Spain.  This is one of the 
reasons why we have recently been learning about elements of German history and Francophone 
countries through film.  Year 7 French have been learning about Senegalese culture through a film 
depicting a traditional tale. 
 
In Year 8 and 9 German we have been learning about the history of Germany these past few 
weeks. We have learnt about the different states, the divide between East and West Germany, the 
Berlin Wall and the GDR. Now we are watching a film about what life was like in the GDR and how 
desperate people were to flee its control. It is all very interesting and great to watch a German film 
to experience what it was like. The movie we have been watching is called 'Ballon' and is all in 
German so to understand it there are subtitles, this means more German can be learnt and we can 
have a better understanding of the language. The movie is about a family escaping the GDR in a 
hot air balloon and shows what lengths they go to as well as their way of life and how others cope 
differently with the situation. It follows an ordinary family and their ordinary life, giving perspective 
to what life was like in the GDR and the lack of freedom people experienced. (Kira Turnpenny, Y9) 
 
One of the positive aspects of the pandemic has been the increase in opportunities to use 
languages online.  During lockdown students took part in our online lessons but they also took part 
in other online opportunities.   
 
Online university lectures have been great to help me further my Francophone knowledge, 
especially during lockdown. One of these, run by Cambridge University, explored the 
representation of women in Algeria, looking at various works of art and literature, such as 
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Picasso’s ‘Women of Algiers’ and ‘Femmes d’Alger dans leur appartement’ by Assia Djebar. I 
found it fascinating to explore the works’ different connotations and to also look at the colonial 
history between France and Algeria which explained particular elements of the works. Another 
thought-provoking event was run by Sheffield University and looked at a series of professional 
photographs, assessing their and the media’s representation of migration in France, particularly 
focusing upon ‘Le Jungle’ in Calais. Again, I found this to be a diverse and engaging way to learn 
more about Francophone history and culture to compliment my A Level studies and I would 
definitely recommend it to anyone interested in French!  (Becky Turner, Y12) 
 
Our French A level students all participated in a translation competition organised by the University 
of Sheffield, in which they translated a text by Emmanuel Carrère, and they also made short 
French films for the Association for Language Learning competition, entitled “Express yourself in 
Lockdown”. 
 
For German, Amelie in Year 12 took part in an online conversation class where she discussed a 
wide variety of topic areas in German and Tom, also in Year 12 is currently involved in making a 
Podcast with the Goethe Institut about health.  All these opportunities allow students to develop 
their interest in target language countries.  
 
This summer, 12 students from Years 9, 10 and 12 will also be taking part in the German Summer 
School run by the Association of German teachers. Here they will not only be practising their 
German but will also be learning about German culture.  We hope that this will not only increase 
confidence but will also be enjoyable. 
 
In Spanish students have been developing their grammatical knowledge by making short films 
explaining different grammatical concepts.  They have been very creative and have displayed 
excellent teamwork qualities by even including self-isolating students.  
We are really looking forward to getting our trips up and running again next year, so look out for 
information on theY7 French trip, Y8 German trip, the Y9/10 German Exchange, Y10 French Study 
trip.   
The MFL Department. 
 
LIFE SKILLS – SEND MY FRIEND TO SCHOOL 
 
On the 7th of July, Send my Friend to School campaign champions from year 10, Ella Montgomery, 
Anneka Wrentmore, Gabriel Bouabci and Abi Riley, met the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for 
Girls’ Education, Helen Grant, as well as GPE athlete ambassadors, to talk about the campaign for 
increasing funding for girls’ education globally and our own opinions on education. 
 
Firstly, we had a round-table discussion, where we talked with Helen about policies, funding and 
ideas about how to improve education for children around the world. It was great talking with 
Helen because she was so passionate about the cause and had really inspiring, eye-opening ideas 
about improving education. Then we had a sport activity with the athlete ambassadors to 
represent the struggles of girls in education. We took part in this event with other year 10 girls. We 
then all gave small individual interviews about our views on education, why it was important to us 

and our opinions about the 
day.  
 
Overall, it was an 
unforgettable and amazing 
opportunity to hear the views 
of someone so senior in the 
government and give her our 
opinions and thoughts on 
global education, which 
made our voices heard. Also, 
throughout the day other 
year 10 students raised 
awareness for the campaign 
by teaching lessons for year 
7 life skills classes. 
 
 
Gabriel, Ella and Anneka  



LIBRARY NEWS 
 
This month we had Summer Reads, Sporty Books and World Friendship Day displays. Library 
goers have been able to use these displays to inspire their reading and find books they might have 
not come across before. 
 
Congratulations to Chethana Darapunani, Sam Hawkins, Tevez Humphrey, Wesley Stow-Hazell, 
Emily Gardiner, Charlotte Barratt, Freya Finan, Joseph Dadswell, Olivia Horton, Ewan Robson, 
James Austin, Katie Hall and Lotte McGarry for completing the Year 8 Book Bingo Challenge! You 
will be given your certificates and Ace cards at the beginning of next year.  

 
The Summer Passport Challenge has taken flight and will land once we are 
back at school. The goal for those taking part is to collect 6 stamps on their 
passport. To earn stamps, students can choose books to fit into the following 
sections of their passport: 
 
• Book set in a different country 
• Free Choice 
• Mystery 
• Book recommended by English dept/teacher/library 
• Realistic fiction 
• Non fiction 

 
We hope this can encourage the students to have fun doing some leisurely reading over the 
summer and even get prizes for it! Those who weren’t able to collect a passport can still take part 
and pick up a passport at the beginning of next year and quickly fill it in with what they read over 
the summer. Students should check their emails for reading lists and a digital copy of the passport 
that they can print out.  
 
Despite the hardships of this year, with the engagement of the students 
we have still been able to have fun with activities such as ‘Breaking 
Lawes’, form competitions, reading challenges and creative 
competitions. Thank you, students, parents/guardians and staff, for 
getting involved!  
 
Even if you can't get away this summer- remember a book can take you 
anywhere!  
 
Happy Summer Reading! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Date Confirmed for 2022 – JULY 9th TICKETS ON SALE! 

 

This year’s Festival was sold out, but we do have a limited 
number of returns which we are releasing for next year. 

 
Tickets can be ordered via the website or via this link: 
https://buytickets.at/festivalonthefield1/346481/r/sjl 

 

2022 
 



 
Please Join Us! 
 
This was supposed to be the last year for some of our committee 
members, but we’re all staying on for next year’s event.  However, for 
this wonderful family Festival and vitally important fund raiser to 
continue in the future, we’re actively looking for new people to join 
us.   

We meet approximately every 4 to 8 weeks from September to December and roughly every 
month thereafter up until the Festival.  Examples of what you could get involved with are: 
social media promotion/comms/marketing, working with local businesses to get 
sponsors and advertisers, booking and liaising with the acts, managing ticket sales, 
finance and accounts, printing, artwork, liaising with schools, wristbands, 
programmes…. 
 
If you’d like to come along and ‘shadow’ us leading up to next year’s festival, please do email 
us at festivalonthefield@gmail.co.uk .  We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd. 
 
Instagram 
We have also launched our new Instagram account in the summer term which we will use 
alongside Twitter for general updates. Our story may also include snippets from lessons and 
fixtures so it is also worth a follow from both parents and students alike! You can find us by 
searching sjlpedept.  
 
School PE Kit UPDATE  
As of September, we will be back to normal PE kit and changing room use.  
Please refer to the School PE kit list with Stevenson’s to ensure students have the correct branded 
kit as alternatives will not be acceptable. 
 
It might be worth noting that leggings have now been added as an optional item for the girls as an 
alternative to the skort or shorts but these must be the navy-blue branded leggings from 
Stevenson’s. 
 
National Success! 
Jack in year 12 was selected and competed for the Hertfordshire Schools 
Athletics Team at the English Schools Athletics Competition at the weekend. 
This was held at the Manchester Etihad Stadium, a fantastic venue to host 
the largest schools’ athletics competition of the season.  
 
Away from school, Jack competes for Lee Valley Athletics Club and has 
made huge improvements this season in his personal performances seeing 
his times drop gradually. In the heats he ran his 100m in 11.12s and qualified 
for the 100m English Schools U18 B string final. In the final itself, pictured 
below, Jack came 4th running a time of 11.05s! Exciting times ahead for Jack 
after a very impressive season! 
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Herts RTC football club - National Champions!  
Last weekend, Freddie and Zach in year 7 (pictured right) reached the National 
U12 Shield Competition final with their Junior Premier League Football Club - 
Herts RTC. They won on penalties following a tense 1-1 draw, which is a 
fantastic achievement, especially given that it is their first season together as a 
club. 
 
https://www.hertsad.co.uk/sport/young-footballers-win-national-final-8125738 
 
Charity work 
At 11 and 12 years old, Henry, Dan, Finn and Josh may be too young to enter 
the official London Marathon, but they're not too young for the challenge! 
These four pocket rockets have decided to take on the marathon their way, 
running the full 26.2 miles as a tag team! 
 
They have chosen to support the charity Spread a Smile, who bring joy and 
laughter to seriously ill and hospitalised children and teenagers. With a team of 
magicians, entertainers, celebrities, therapy dogs and more, they visit children at their hospital 
bedsides providing activities that support children’s physical and emotional well-being, reduce 
their anxieties, and help them cope with treatment and pain management.  
Their services extend further to include the painting of children’s radiotherapy masks, painting 
colourful murals in paediatric wards and waiting rooms, and giving the whole family support with 
fun outings, theatre trips and events. 
In what's been a terrible year for everyone, Spread a Smile have continued to support children in 
over 14 hospitals, including Great Ormond Street 
Hospital, Evelina Children’s Hospital and The Royal 
Marsden, who treat children with the most serious of 
conditions from all over the UK.  
Some of the children they support haven't seen 
siblings, grandparents or friends for months on end due 
to strict Covid regulations. Spread a Smile have 
continued to be there, with a programme of zoom 
workshops and parties, treat drops such as popcorn, 
jelly, ice-cream, balloons and cupcakes, and hours of 
fun content on their newly launched Smile TV channel. 
 
Any support you can give The Marathon Boys to hit 
their goal would be hugely appreciated - thank you! 
Henry, Dan Finn and Josh. 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/amy-martin4x4Henry  
 
Year 9 Rounders 
The Year 9 team travelled to Roundwood Park for a fixture last week and were very excited to be 
back playing matches. It was a closely contested fixture with 2 innings of 30 good balls. SJL won 
the toss and put Roundwood into bat first. In the first innings SJL took 25 balls to get the side out 
with RPS scoring 6 ½ rounders.  Although SJL stayed in for the whole innings they only scored 4 ½ 
rounders so going into the second inning they knew they needed a change of tactics.  
Still fielding assertively and keeping calm, SJL again got the RPS girls out, this time in 21 balls and 
managing to limit RPS’ score to 2 ½ in this innings. This left SJL on 4 ½ chasing a total of 9 ½. 
They played sensible rounders for the first part of the innings, not taking undue chances but 
keeping the half rounders coming. In the final stages, strong batting from Charley (who scored a 
couple of rounders) secured victory for SJL with a final score of SJL 11 to RPS 9 ½. 
 
Well done to all players particularly Mia who was awarded MVP with a very cool one-handed 
catch. 
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More Rounders 
It was really lovely to host Roundwood Park for 3 rounders matches this week and see so many 
girls involved in sport again. Yr7, Yr8 and Yr10 all played at SJL on Wednesday when we finally 
had a lucky break with the weather.  
The Year 7 team were unfortunately hit with a number of players having to isolate, other girls kindly 
stepped in at lunchtime to help fill their spots but we had less experience as a team and, despite 
their best efforts, could not quite match RPS in the second innings and lost by 2 rounders finishing 
8-10.  
The Year 8 team fielded really tightly and managed 
to get RPS out before the end of both of their 
innings winning convincingly 14 - 9 1/2. Similarly, 
the Year 10s dominated both batting and fielding 
during their game and went onto win 11 ½ - 6 ½. 
We are very grateful to the staff from RPS without 
whose officiating we would have been unable to 
get all 3 fixtures played. 
Congratulation to all players, we look forward to a 
full fixtures card next term. 
 
Mrs Brookes 
 
 
 
 
 
District Athletics Championships  
On Friday 2nd July we took a combined year 8/9 and 
a year 10 team over to Woodside in Watford to the 
All-Day Championships. Due to COVID restrictions 
this event was half its normal size but still gave 
students a fantastic opportunity to showcase their 
talents at District Level. Below is a list (and some 
photos) of standout performers whose efforts saw 
them win medals on the day: 
 
Tiana – Double District Champion in 200m and Long 
Jump 
Katie – Double District Champion in Javelin and 
800m (where she also equalled the District record 
that has stood since 1997 in a time of 2.21) 
Ella – District Champion in 100m and Silver in High 
Jump 
Hannah B – Silver in Triple Jump and 80m Hurdles 
Elizaveta – Silver in Discus 
Year 10 Girls Relay – Silver 
George – Silver in Javelin 



Leo – Silver in 300m 
Charlie – Bronze in 800m 
Zach – Bronze in 200m 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sports Day 2021 
Sports Day was back and it certainly didn’t disappoint! After competing virtually last summer we 
had a full year 7 and 8 cohort who had never experienced the real thing. Safe to say they were 
ready and raring to go… 
 
It was wonderful having everyone out in full force supporting on the bank. It is always so great to 
see the amount of effort that goes into the banners, flags and outfits to really support the house 
competitors. This year was a colour mix with students staying in their year group bubbles which 
made for lots of “friendly” and competitive conversations about who would come out on top. 
 
By the half way stage with all field events in, Hepworth held a fairly comfortable lead of 20 points 
over Austen in second who had a very strong set of field results. 30 or so points back were the rest 
of the chasing pack who, unlike other years, were all within touching distance of trading places. 
The big questions were, was Hepworth’s lead too slim? Could anyone catch the top two? 
 
As you can see from 
the final results 
below Hepworth’s 
lead WAS enough 
but by the smallest 
of margins! After 
109 separate events 
across the entire 
week, sports day 
was unbelievably 
won by 1 POINT. 



Believe it or not, Hepworth 
had actually dropped into 
second place by 3 points 
with 1 race left to run in the 
day, the 6th form relay. In 
the mayhem that this race 
brings, with the majority of 
the Year 12s taking part, 
Hepworth emerged in 2nd 
place, with Austen finishing 
in 6th - a 4-point swing 
occurring to hand 
Hepworth back the win. 
MADNESS! Elsewhere, 
Britten finished strongly, 
breaking away from the 
chasing pack to create a 

clear top three. They also had the best student participation. 
 
Congratulations to the following form groups for winning their respective year groups: 
Year 7 Ryder 
Year 8 Austen 
Year 9 Austen 
Year 10 Britten 
Year 12 Britten 
 
This year more than ever has showed just how important filling all of your events has been with 1 
point being awarded for just turning up at an event. We look forward to another close encounter 
next year but for the last time this year, congratulations HEPWORTH HOUSE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Full Colours  
Despite the impact of COVID on the school sports clubs and inter school fixtures this year, we are 
delighted to still be in a position to award our most prestigious awards for continued contribution 
to school sports. 
Having been awarded their Half Colours earlier in their school career the following four students 
have been deemed worthy of being awarded their Full Colours for Sport:  
 
Guy Butterworth 
Keira Martin 
Simeon James 
Mia Pinkham  
 
They have all been wonderful ambassadors for SJL Sport over the last 7 years and will be 
presented with a Gold Medal to keep. and have their names placed on the Honours Board in the 
main school hall. Many congratulations to them all. 
 



Next Year  
We are extremely excited about returning to normal with school sport in September and are happy 
to share with you our confirmed Saturday morning fixtures for Football and Rugby over the 
winter term: 
 

Football 

4th Sept Samuel Ryder 7A/B 

11th Dame Alice Owen’s  7,8,9,10 

18th  Sandringham 7,8,9,10 

25th   

2ndOct       
 

Rugby   

9th Hitchin Boys  7,8,9,10 

16th                   Nicholas Breakspear 7,8,9,10 

8th Nov Roundwood Park 7,8,9,10 

13th Dame Alice Owen’s 7,8,9,10 

20th  Samuel Ryder 7,8,9,10 

27th  Beaumont 7,8,9,10 

4th Dec Sandringham 7,8,9,10 

11th  Verulam  7,8,9,10 

Football 

8th Jan Samuel Ryder 7,8,9,10 

16th   St Albans 9,10,11 

22  Roundwood Park  7,8,9,10 

29th  Enfield Grammar 7,8,9,10 

5th Feb Beaumont 7,8,9,10 

26th  Marlborough 7,8,9,10 

5th   Mar   

12th St Edmund’s Coll 7,8,9,10 

19th  Verulam 7,8,9,10 

26th  Simon Balle 7,8,9,10 

 
 
STAGE COACH 

The school holidays are just around the corner and we are 
welcoming the break but our Autumn Term at Stagecoach 
Harpenden is ready for you!!  
Our Performing Arts classes start back at SJL on 17/18 
September and take place after school on Fridays and at 
various times on Saturdays during term time! We take students 
from age 4-16 years old and give them creative courage for life 
through our fun, safe singing, dancing and acting sessions.  
 
If you would like to join us for a two-week trial in September or 
know someone that would like to, head 
to www.stagecoach.co.uk/harpendento book your child’s 
place! 
Happy kids! Happy lives! 
 
Liz Blower Principal 
Stagecoach Harpenden 
01525 717567 / 07793 206846 
 
stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden 
 
 
 

http://www.stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden
tel:01525%20717567
tel:07793%20206846
http://stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden


 
 

Are you a student aged 15-19 who would benefit from a virtual internship opportunity? 
 
How to apply 
Interested students should visit our Cleary Gottlieb Virtual Internship page to find out more and 
download the application form.  
All applications, and any questions, should be emailed to wfw@literacytrust.org.uk 
 
Applications close on Monday 19 July 2021 
 
 

https://literacytrust.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06d01fbd66be9479cb287f2f0&id=4e87fd96d2&e=5be1e7d4b0
mailto:wfw@literacytrust.org.uk?subject=Virtual%20Internship%20with%20Cleary%20Gottlieb


 
THE BRITISH LIBRARY 

Visit us for free 
We’re making Tuesdays free for everyone to visit Unfinished Business: The Fight for Women's 

Rights. And if you’re aged under 18 (or know someone who is) the exhibition is free to attend 

any day of the week. 

 

From bodily autonomy and the right to education, to self-expression and protest, our exhibition 

explores how feminist activism in the UK has its roots in the complex history of women’s rights, 

and we want to make sure everyone can join us.  

 

Join the debate and add your voice to the many fighting for a fairer world. Just remember your 

free tickets need to be pre-booked.  

 
Generously supported by Joanna and Graham Barker. 
 
Click here for further details. 
 

 
 

 

 

With the start of our Summer Engineering online course programme in July, it’s not 

too late to apply for the following courses which still have a few places available. 

 

So whether you know someone who may be looking to find out more about a career in 

STEM, or activities to do during the summer break, The Smallpeice Trust Summer 

Engineering online courses enable young people to get hands-on with interactive projects 

and learn live from industry experts and academics. Kit will be sent out in the post in 

advance of the course start date.  

 

Please click here for more information: 

https://britishlibraryemails.bl.uk/5JXV-9A9H-6VE32-64GDA-1/c.aspx
https://britishlibraryemails.bl.uk/5JXV-9A9H-6VE32-64GDA-1/c.aspx
https://www.bl.uk/events/unfinished-business?utm_campaign=433205_UBFreeTuesdays_Exhibitions_20210705&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Library
https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=35a86ac0dd&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/events


Read Christie 2021: Our July novel 
This month we have chosen The Murder at the Vicarage. Narrated by Reverend Clement, this is the 
first Miss Marple novel Christie ever wrote, and thus has a special place in many readers' hearts. 
Join us on Thursday 29th July for our digital book club on social media. Read more 
 
Read your free Hercule Poirot story 
To celebrate the forthcoming UK release of Midsummer Mysteries we're offering you a free Poirot 
short story, plus some reading ideas to transport you to a holiday destination of your choice. No 
packing required! What are you waiting for? Download 'Problem at Sea' 
 
Sign up for our August Zoom Book Club 
We are excited to announce our August Read Christie 2021 Book Club with HarperCollins UK. Join 
Bethany Rutter, Sophie Hannah and Alex Michaelides as they dive into Midsummer Mysteries, and 
discuss which of Christie's summer stories they love most. Register for this free zoom event on 
August 25th. Find out more 
 
IACF Tickets go on sale this weekend 
Book your tickets for the great range of events at the International Agatha Christie Festival, which 
takes place in Devon between the 11th and 18th of September 2021. There are plenty of things to 
choose from, including theatre shows, expert talks and an exhibition. Find out more 
 
REGISTER FOR A SPECIAL OXPLORE BOOK CLUB LIVE! 
 
Unstoppable is our Oxplore Book Club summer selection and to celebrate we've invited the 
author, Dan Freedman, to join us on Zoom from 4pm on Monday 19 July. 
 
Dan will be spilling the beans on what inspires him to write, the success of his Jamie 
Johnson book series, and the themes of his new YA thriller Unstoppable. There will be a 20 minute 
Q&A where students can send in their questions and everyone who attends will be in with the 
chance to win an Oxplore summer book bundle. 
 
The discussion is aimed at KS3 students but younger readers are also welcome. Students don't 
need to have read the book to attend and free chapters can be accessed via our website. 
Registration is completely free for individuals. 
 
It's going to be an exciting session and we hope that 
you'll be able to join us! 
 
Find out more and register for free 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANETARY GRAND PRIZE 
 
For further information go to: 
https://planetaryinternational.com/2021/06/student-
anthology-competition-2021/  
 
 

https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=c36a7cf19c&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=4499235d32&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=08a45329d8&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=7c6f1b4a4f&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=c56f6e49c4&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=5714c0ed38&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=45463eeb6f&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=787d1ee7ef&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://agathachristie.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6b76e8b1a7d6720ca181fa7&id=2f96d5b6b5&e=f8ac1a86e8
https://oxplore.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d35af91ffb638ee455a651bae&id=4d049de7c4&e=c5935ff601
https://planetaryinternational.com/2021/06/student-anthology-competition-2021/
https://planetaryinternational.com/2021/06/student-anthology-competition-2021/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Interested in a career in Sports media get some real hands on practical experience as part of our 
growing media/digital team.  Number of roles available including: 
 
• Match day photographer 
• Interviewer/commentator/announcer/host for our You Tube channel 
• Website coordinator 
• Social media in match commentator 
 
Contact Roman on 07971026749 or rm@ptrec.com or dm us through our socials. 
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