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This week the students have been attending the first house assemblies of the year, led by our 
energetic and enthusiastic house staff.  The House system at SJL is an important aspect of school 
life, providing opportunities for student leadership, creativity and teamwork, and also encouraging 
students to form relationships across different years as they come together to support house teams 
in the different competitions and activities throughout the year.  Last year, the overall winning house 
was Austen, led by Mr Evans, but as always, the slate is wiped clean at the start of a new year so 
anyone could take the trophy this time.  Good luck to all the houses! 
 
Preparations are well underway across the school for our annual Open Evening on Wednesday 6th 
October and we are thrilled that we are going to be able to welcome visitors back in person this year 
after a virtual event in 2020.  In order to make sure the evening is as safe as possible we have made 
some changes to timings and ticketing and you can find all these details on our website.  However, 
some important information that I need to bring to your attention is that the school will now close for 
students at 11.40 (end of period 3) on the morning of the 6th October and, unless involved in Open 
Evening itself, they will not be required to be back in school until 10.30 on the 7th.   Any students 
who have to arrive before 10.30 will be supervised in the dining room.   Open Evening is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to show off everything we have achieved at Sir John Lawes to the wider 
community and I’m really looking forward to an event that fills us all with pride. 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
Claire Robins                 
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  
 
Lily Allan 13B 
Cameron Angrave-Smith 
13R 
Jigyasa Avinash 13A 
Malaika Azeem 13L 
Ruby Barwell 13B 
Holly Berwick 13A 
Fay Chester 13A 
Lucas Connolly 13A 

Isabelle Curtis 13R 
Thomas Dadswell 13B 
Tanya Di Giacinto 
Montalvan 13N 
Krystal Fletcher 13H 
Sophie Hayes 13H 
Sophie Johns 13H 
Sophie Johnston 13A 
Labiba Khan 13K 

Maya Nistala 13R 
Nicole Osayi 13N 
Hiba Raja 13R 
Jack Redding 13L 
Jamie Swann 13B 
Imaya Turner 13B 
Miabella Turner 13A 
Olivia Wilson 13B 
Mimi Woolf 13A 

 
Congratulations to the Harpenden U11 girls Cricket team, who retained their trophy after playing 
Berkhamsted in the recent finals to become County Champions once again.  Under Captain Lily 
Glyn Davies, and SJL team mate Jessica Saini (both in year 7) the girls went the entire season 
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unbeaten.  The U13s also became county champions after beating Redbourn in the final.  The 
team was captained by Holly Glyn Davies and the side included SJL’s Bella Robinson and Stassie 
Scott, all in year 9.  
 
Congratulations to the follow students who recently passed their music exams: 
 
Bex Redway – Grade 5 Sax (Merit) 
James Austin – Grade 6 Sax (Pass) 
Madeleine Ballard Scott – Grade 5 Sax (Merit) 
Thomas Neylon – Grade 6 Jazz Sax (Distinction) 
Dillon Muir – Grade 6 Jazz Clarinet (Distinction) 
Immy Sutton – Grade 8 Jazz Sax (Distinction) 
Kendra Barron – Grade 8 Jazz Sax (Merit) 
 
Congratulations also to: 
Freya Barber who passed her Grade 4 ISTD Modern Dance with Distinction 
Edward Halkett who passed his Grade 5 Acting LAMDA exam with Merit. 
 
FRIENDS OF SJL – Volunteers needed! 
 
The Friends of SJL, the SJL parents support group, will be running our annual welcome evening 
and AGM on Monday 4th October at Sir John Lawes School at 7:30pm. Drinks and nibbles will be 
provided. 
  
This will however be contingent on the there being a new committee to vote in and enough people 
to vote for them. The current committee positions that we require are: 
  

• The Chair - running the meetings, main liaison for the school and supporting the finances 

and events 

• The Treasurer - managing the finances and reporting of these 

• The Secretary - setting up the meetings, keeping the minutes supporting events 

In addition, the following positions would also be desirable: 
  

• Communications Coordinator - To manage the Facebook and twitter accounts and 

support without outward communications. 

• Events Coordinator - To take the lead on organising the events, being supported by the 

other committee members. 

While these are key roles to support the school, the time requirements are not large, normally a bi-
monthly meeting and some extra time running up to events to get them organised and run. The 
outgoing committee are happy to support the transition to the new committee for a smooth 
handover. 
  
In order that we know if we are able to run the welcome evening / AGM please can you indicate let 
us know if you are able to attend the meeting and if you are willing to stand for election to any of 
the committee positions by Friday 1st October by either messaging the Friends of Sir John Lawes 
Facebook site or emailing us at friendsofsjl@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
  
Thank you - Rachel & Yvonne 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
As it is the start of a school year, we have bought some new books for the 
library, and we have already had a number of students taking them out.  If your 
child enjoys reading, make sure they check out our new books section. 
 
Happy Hobbit Day - 22nd September  
 
In honouring Frodo Baggins’ birthday this week, we have copies of the Hobbit 
and Lord of the Rings available in the library to borrow, as well as audio 
books and other related LOTR resources. 
 
The SJL Library 
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EDUCAKE – ONLINE STUDY AND REVISION PROGRAMME FOR ENGLISH 
 

 
Educake is an online study and revision programme for English. This week, Years 10 and 11 were 
provided with their login details. Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will receive their logins next week. 
Educake has activities to help students improve their reading and writing skills and improve their 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. For our GCSE students, the activities and quizzes on Educake 
will help them revise for their English Literature GCSE.  
 
The English department will use Educake for homework and revision tasks for all year groups this 
year.  
 
There is also an Educake app which students can download to their mobile device. 
 
Mr Herbert 
 
DRAMA NEWS 
 
Extra – curricular Drama is Back! Production, Trips and 
Workshops. 

1. Our main production this year is a whole school musical of 
Lionel Bart’s Oliver in February 2022.  See audition poster 
attached! 

2. A Level Theatre Trip to The Ocean at the end of the lane is on 
the evening of Weds 3rd Nov.  Travelling by train – letters to 
follow. 

3. Year 11 Theatre Trip to The Woman in Black is on Tuesday 9th 
Nov.  Travelling by coach – letter to follow. 

4. Theatre De Complicite devising workshop for A Level Drama 
Students and G & T Year 11s is on Weds 29th September 1.30 
– 4.30 in the Drama Theatre. A member of the company will be 
helping our students devise from different stimuli, using games 
and ensemble exercises. 

 
Our enrichment programme supports the curriculum in terms of cultural 
experience and the evaluation of live theatre. 
 
Follow us on twitter #SJLDrama - Mr T Armitage / Head of Drama 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
 
Jazz Night – Friday 10th September  
Hosted only two weeks into the new term, the 
music department’s Jazz Reunion Concert was 
an evening of wonderful music, easy laughter 
and the exchange of many heartfelt words. Over 
the course of the night, we got to hear an array 
of incredible solos and breath-taking 
improvisations, with tunes both familiar and 
fresh filling the school hall. The evening came in 
the wake of a minor disturbance in the usual 
SJL musical calendar (the must-not-be-named 
pandemic of 2020), and – hence its title – 
featured many past students, who returned 
both to support the younger band members, 
but also to finally perform their ‘swan songs’, 
which they were robbed of by the various 
lockdowns of the last 18 months. Yet despite 
the shadow that COVID might have cast over 



the evening, we also got to hear about some of the positives that have come out of these strange 
times. For example, when SJL first closed last year, Bob Power – Jazz Band’s much-loved 
conductor and chief arranger – worked with the leavers over Zoom, in the hope that he could keep 
music alive for them over lockdown. Some time on, the group still calls almost weekly, a testament 
both to Bob’s incredible generosity and dedication to the school, but also to the passion of our 
students and the power of music in the recent difficulties we’ve all faced. In this way, the evening 
offered us all an opportunity to celebrate our current SJL students, as well as those of time gone 
by, and also pay tribute to Bob, a legendary trailblazer in SJL music history. This was especially 
poignant as the Jazz Reunion Concert was Bob’s last after 40 years of teaching at SJL, as well as 
the school’s 30th – many a student, teacher and parent left the hall smiling but a tad teary-eyed! 
Huge congratulations as well as a massive thank you to the audience and everyone involved in the 
concert, which came together brilliantly thanks to the help, support and collaboration of all.  
 
Katie Sutton, Year 13 
 
ECONOMICS EXCELLENCE 
 
One of the faculty’s summer homework economic tasks was to complete a 1000-word essay style 
response to the title below.  
 
Command economies will always be inferior to free market economies as economic systems. To 
what extent do you agree with this statement? 
 
As part of year 12 content the students must challenge assumptions and critically analysis and 
different types of economies and how they operate. The students are asked to investigate the 
distinction between free market and command economies with reference to Adam Smith, Friedrich 
Hayek and Karl Marx to show to what extent do they agree with the statement below. 
 
This essay challenge provided an opportunity for students to showcase their interest and 
investigative nature into economic content that they may have never been exposed to prior to 
GCSE’s. 
 
As this task was completed independently by students and with economics being a new first time 
subject for most, I believe the essay below demonstrates excellence at SJL.  Well done Adam! 
 
Miss Dunne 
 

ECONOMICS YEAR 12 SUMMER HOMEWORK 
By: Adam Grimes 12K 
 
I agree with the statement that Command Economies will always be inferior to Free Market 
Economies to a partial extent, as I believe that as with most economical and political systems 
across the world, there are complications and many variables that make it almost impossible to 
state that one system works better over another in every situation. 
 
In order to begin the analysis of the two systems it would be sensible to first define them both so a 
clear comprehension can be made between them. Simply put, Command Economies are 
‘Economic Systems run, ruled, and constantly monitored by the government’. Meanwhile, Free 
Market Economies are economic systems ‘based on supply and demand with little to no 
government control’. Now, as a reader of this essay you may already have in mind the system 
which seems undoubtedly more practical and effective based solely off of their definitions, 
although once we get down to the logistics of each system and the various loopholes that lie 
within them, the decision becomes a bit harder than you may think. 
Firstly, Command Economies. These systems are run and maintained by the government at all 
times, proving to be advantageous to the members of that economy and nation in some ways, yet 
at the same time heavily restricting them in others. For example, a command economy- in theory- 
is supposed to provide complete equality to all associated with it and to those living within the 
country. The reason for this can be seen as you investigate the role of the government in this 
economy. A government who runs an economy stops market forces such as big-name companies 
and wealthy business owners interrupting with production and prices. It also stops forces like 
supply and demand from determining production rates and price adjustments. When setting up an 
economy, governments follow some basic steps to ensure they control its activity. They start by 
making a central economic plan by which they’ll evolve around and then they allocate resources 



out and set their priorities. The government owns many of the monopolies and creates laws, 
regulations, and directives to enforce the plan and make things run smoothly. Because of this high 
level of control a government has over a command economy, it can shift its incentives and 
production lines in other directions very quickly without much fall back. It is therefore very flexible 
and adaptable when needed. Conversely, this deep level of control produces a massive loss of 
individual freedom of choice and also means the workers lack effective incentives to work hard (as 
all their profit goes to the government to be redistributed out fairly). 
 
On top of this, a government-run economy has several benefits to the general population such as 
providing an improved and broad range of public services. Examples include street lighting, 
education services, and recreational facilities like parks. A Free Market Economy however may well 
not provide these facilities in the same way; they will tend to be of a lower quality or only be 
offered privately as they are owned by companies and large businesses. 
 
Across the world, Command Economies are also a strong feature of Communist nations. 
Manufacturers have little say in what and how much is produced and how much it should be sold 
for. The government decides this so there is no competition between companies and so people 
are all treated the same and live on similar levels (salary, quality of life etc.). Some Communist-
Command countries are China, North Korea and Cuba, whilst Russia, Iran, Belarus and Libya all 
follow the Command Economy system too. Some of the world’s most powerful countries in wealth 
and military are amongst these, perhaps suggesting that this type of Economy is highly effective 
and correlative to a country’s power and success.  
 
On the other hand, a Free Market Economy can create profit and wealth for a country too, as 
everyone works to earn for themselves, providing better incentives (e.g. better pay) for workers to 
work hard than in a Command Economy. This can also create more competition at times, boosting 
revenues and a country’s overall wealth. In Contrast, the problem with this is that when some 
businesses and economic sectors/sub-economies begin to boom, others tend to receive a large 
deficit of custom and as a consequence are forced to shut down, leaving many people with no 
reliable source of income. 
 
The way these Economies run can be understood well by referring to Adam Smith’s ‘Invisible 
Hand’ theory. He stated that this type of economy runs itself and is automatically working. This is 
due to an Invisible Hand pointing things in the right direction and assisting with troubles. There is 
no government intervention- it just works. On top of this, there is no expensive central planning 
that would otherwise take place (by the government) and the competition keeps goods and service 
quality up and prices down.  
Whilst the presence of better incentives with Free Market Economies seems like a highly beneficial 
thing and a better way to ensure production targets are met and money is made, better incentives 
also means people are more desperate to achieve those - by any means possible. The possibility 
of more money and success appeals to everyone in the economy but some are often willing to win 
at the cost of others. The benefits of the Free Market often encourage self-interest and greed to 
come out from within people and because not everyone reaches these benefits, many businesses 
are often forced to shut down as was earlier mentioned. 
 
Without governmental restrictions like there are in Command Economies, the Free Market can also 
start to follow the wrong paths, taking tolls on the social wellbeing of people and the environment 
too. Overproduction of undesirable goods like cigarettes and addictive drugs can occur and Firms 
can act in environmentally unfriendly ways by carelessly creating lots of waste and pollution. 
The views of some experts and registered Economists such as Karl Marx and Friedrich Hayek 
offered slightly different opinions on the matter of which Economy was the better one; they both 
regarded neither Economic System to be specifically the ‘right’ one to be used. Marx didn’t 
support any system - irrespective of the circumstances – and rather referred to them as different 
stages of social evolution and technological development. From another point of view, Friedrich 
believed that intervention in money markets was one of the main causes of economic instability 
and a government’s only possible role was in the case of maintaining law and order - which 
doesn’t strictly follow either type of Economic System’s features. 
 
In conclusion, after visiting both the positive and negative aspects of a Command Economy and a 
Free Market Economy, and analysing how they both function, there is no clear answer as to which 
one should be superior. Hence my original statement being that I agree to some extent that 
Command Economies will always be inferior to Free Market Economies as Economic Systems. I 
rather agree that a Mixed Economy is a better system as it incorporates the benefits of both types 
without there being any major downsides to it. It is key to note that one system may work well for 



one Economy whilst another may work better for a different Economy, depending on a variety of 
variables.  
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 13/09 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday      
 

Monday     Netball 
Tournament  
Seniors @ 

High school 
Year 11 @ 

STAGS 

Tuesday      

Wednesday  
 
 

Netball A&B 
Vs 

STAGS 
(Away) 

  Netball 
Vs 

STABS 
(Away 

2.30start) 
 

Football 
Vs 

SRA 
(Home 

2.15start) 

Thursday Cross 
Country 

@ 
Verulam 

Cross 
Country 

@ 
Verulam 

Cross 
Country 

@ 
Verulam 

Cross 
Country 

@ 
Verulam 

 

Friday      

Saturday      

 
Cross Country  
Last Thursday saw our second week of Cross-Country back at Townsend school. With a now 
familiar route, our students were looking to improve on their previous placings. Standing in their 
way, a more competitive field with up to 40 or more runners in some of the races. Unfortunately for 
the Junior Girls, severe traffic on the way to Townsend meant we arrived just as their race started! 
After sprinting across the field to catch up with the pack it was incredible to see two of the girls 
place in the top 20! Other notable results can be found below: 
 
Junior Girls: 
Ellie McCormack – 14th  
Eva Arnott – 16th  
 
 
 

Junior Boys:  
Dan Austin – 3rd  
Sam Day – 11th  
Henry Martin – 12th  
Harry Berg – 16th  
 

Senior Girls: 
Katie Savage – 5th  
 
Inter Boys:  
George Holland – 8th 

This week brings a new venue and route into the mix as we travel to Nicholas Breakspear School. 
We are also looking forward to welcoming back some runners who were absent last week.  
 



Year 10 Netball  
 
On Tuesday the 21st September, the Year 10 netball 
team had their first league match in over a year against 
RPS.  
 
The first quarter went extremely well with SJL 
scoring 10 goals. Both attacking and defending, all 
players performed to a high standard which 
meant SJL were turning over a lot of balls. The 
second quarter went just as well with RPS 
sneaking in 1 goal, however SJL kept scoring 
and the final score at half time was 18-1.  
 
At the start of the 3rd quarter everyone was 
feeling tired but we carried on, with RPS shooters 
starting to get more goals. In the 4th and final quarter RPS 
continued to score but SJL dominated the court with the final score 
being 33-7. Well done to everyone playing, we showed great co-operation, 
team work and commitment. 
 
Congratulation to Mia C who was nominated for Players’ Player. 
 
Saturday Morning Results  
 
A positive set of Saturday morning results against a strong Sandringham School: 
 
Year 7A – Won 6-2, goals from Alfie, George, Jude and Arthur 
Year 7B – Lost 4-2  
Year 8 – Lost 4-3  
Year 9 – Won 8-1, goals from Oskar (3), Youri (2), Zach W and Max  
Year 10 – Won 4-2, goals from Finn (2), Ted and Olly 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECRUITMENT 
 
Manland Primary School are recruiting!  We are looking for a secretary to join our busy office team, 
term time only. 
If this sounds like something you might be interested in, please get in contact with us! To find out 
more please email admin@manland.herts.sch.uk or give us a call on 01582713452.  
 
To apply for a full or part time position, please follow this link: 
https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job/view,school-secretary_66733.htm  
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STAGECOACH 
 
Our Autumn Term at Stagecoach Performing 
Arts in Harpenden is up and running after the 
summer break and we are ready for you!! Our 
classes take place after school on Fridays and 
at various times on Saturdays during term time 
at SJL! It’s not too late to join in the fun as we 
take new students for the first three weeks of 
term.  
A chance to gain new skills, make new friends, 
build confidence and have oodles of fun while 
singing, dancing and acting! 

If you would like to join us for a two-week trial 
or know someone that would head 
to www.stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden to enrol now!  
 
Liz Blower 
Principal 
Stagecoach Harpenden 
01525 717567 / 07793 206846 
stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden 
 
Term Dates 
Autumn - 17/18 Sept - 3/4 Dec 
Spring - 7/8 Jan - 25/26 Mar 
Summer 22/23 April - 8/9 July 
 

http://www.stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden
tel:01525%20717567
tel:07793%20206846
http://stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden


HATFIELD HOUSE MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 
As part of our Education and Outreach Programme for the 10th anniversary of Hatfield House 
Chamber Music Festival, the trustees would like to offer a limited number of discounted student 
tickets at a nominal price of only £5 for 6 of the main Festival concerts coming up next week:   
 
Thursday 30th September 5pm Song Recital - Carolyn Sampson  
Thursday 30th September 7.30pm IMS Prussia Cove  
Friday 1st October 5pm Carducci Quartet  
Friday 1st October 7.30pm Festival Resident Musicians - including Mendelssohn Octet  
Saturday 2nd October 11am Organ Recital - William Whitehead on the chamber organ in the 
Armoury  
Sunday 12pm Festival Resident Musicians - including Schubert Trout Quintet  
 
Please check the website for further details and to book 
tickets. https://hatfieldhousemusicfestival.org.uk/2021-festival/programme/  
You can book tickets from Monday morning, 27th September and will need to use this discount 
code: STUDENT21 and students will be asked to present some form of ID when attending the 
concerts 
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STEM and Medicine Career 

Experiences 

Ages 12-18 | At UCL and around the UK 

 

This term we are offering students aged 12-18 immersive weekend experiences in 13 

different STEM and Medicine-related careers. Learn from top doctors, engineers, 

psychologists, investment bankers and more. Students can attend in-person at UCL 

or online. Other options include the Universities of Bristol, Birmingham, Manchester and 

Edinburgh. 

We expect to be fully-booked for many of these programmes by September 

30th. Students can click on any career below to see full details and register now. 

Please forward this email to relevant students and parents so they can register. 

Please follow this link for further information. 

 
 

SARACENS CHEER & DANCE 
are looking for aspiring cheerleaders and dancers 

for Match Days, Competitions and Events! 
  

We are running training for aspiring cheerleaders and 
dancers of all abilities aged 5-16 in three locations: StoneX 
Stadium, St. Albans & Broxbourne. Training sessions run 
on a weekly basis and will teach children the fundamental 

cheer and dance skills they will need for future 
performances. Cheerleading is one of the fastest growing 

sports and has recently been recognised as an official 
Olympic sport which makes it the perfect time to start, 

learn new skills, whilst also making new friends, and having 
fun! 

  
Please forward this opportunity onto students and or 

parents who you feel may benefit. 
For further information on how to sign up to this fantastic 

opportunity please contact sapphirefinlayter-
gaskell@saracens.net.  

  
 

 
 

https://investin.org/pages/choose-your-career?filter=stem
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