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Congratulations to all on making it to half term!  It’s not been quite the ‘return to normal’ that we 
were hoping for and Covid is definitely still out there, but overall it has been a tremendous 8 weeks 
for the SJL community and it has been particularly wonderful seeing all our co-curricular 
opportunities springing back into life after all this time! You can read about music, sport and climate 
action activities later in this newsletter – just a small number of the many opportunities available to 
our students. And speaking of springing back into life, we are delighted that the Friends of SJL are 
also able to restart their activities and you can read more about the new committee and their plans 
for the rest of the year below.  Getting involved with FOSJL activities is a great way to meet other 
parents and also raise much appreciated funds for the school so I do hope that you will support their 
new events.   
 
In assemblies this week, we have been remining the students of the values of the SJL ACE and how 
important it is that we demonstrate these values in our relationships at school.  We have also 
reflected on our school behaviour management policy so that students are fully aware of behaviour 
that does not comply with the ACE.  It is important that we are clear about what is and is not 
acceptable within the school community, but I have to say, the majority of our young people 
absolutely embody the ACE at all times both in and outside the classroom and I thank them for that. 
 
Please take the time to rest and recharge your batteries over half term before we return to start the 
run up to Christmas.  It would be helpful if students could continue to carry out their lateral flow tests 
over the break so we can keep the whole SJL family as safe and healthy as possible, but in the 
meantime, have a wonderful holiday! 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
Claire Robins    
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 

• To parents re Year 11 Mock Exams 

 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  
 
Katie Adams 12A 
Will Caulfield 8K 
Adam Chaudhury 8B 
Andreas Erichsen 8L 

Anarghya Kodam 13B 
Martha Mitchell 12L 
Barbora Novakova 13L 
Evie Rose 8H 

Clara Trevor 8B 
Emily White 8N 

 
Congratulations to Izzy Falconer in Year 8 who took externally the Royal School of Church Music 
Dean’s Award singing exam and achieved Commended.   More information is available at 
https://www.rscm.org.uk/  
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YEAR 7 PARENTS’ EVENING  
 
Year 7 Parents' Evening will be taking place on Wednesday 24 November from 4pm – 7pm.  All 
appointments will be held remotely via video call using an online system called ‘School Cloud 
Parents’ Evening’.  
 
Year 7 parents will receive more information about the online system and how to book 
appointments via email this week. 
 
Bookings will open to parents on Monday 1 November at 1.00pm. 
 
If you have any queries please contact Y7ParentsEvening@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
 
YEAR 7 PICNIC  

 
Thank you to all the year 7 
students and their friends and 
families who attended the Year 
7 Picnic at the end of 
September. We had a brilliant 
afternoon and we’re thrilled to 
have raised £1040 which will be 
split between our two chosen 
charities, the AT Society and 
UNICEF. We would like to say a 
massive thank you to all the 
businesses, students and staff 
who supported us by kindly 
donating prizes for the raffle.  
 
Charlotte, Ruby, and the 
Prefect Team 
 

 
GCSE ENGLISH REVISION MASTERCLASS FOR Y11 
 
The English department is running a ‘How to revise for your English 
GCSEs’ masterclass in the Drama Studio after school on Thursday 
4 November 2021. All Year 11 students are welcome to attend. The 
session will start at 15:40, and finish by 16:30. 
 
The aim of the session is to teach students effective subject-
specific strategies they can use to revise for their English GCSEs.  
 
If you would like your child to attend, please respond to the form on 
Edulink. 
 
Mr Herbert 
 
THE CLIMATE ACTION GROUP  
 
On Friday 5th November, the SJL Climate Action Group is once again planning to strike during our 
lunchbreak to highlight growing concerns about climate change.  Many of us will have seen at least 
some of the worrying stories reported on the news this summer. These tragic events clearly 
demonstrate that urgent action is needed.  Statistics prove that climate change is having a 
significant impact particularly on the most vulnerable communities and natural habitats both here 
in the UK and around the world.  This is why students in The Climate Action Group are determined 
to do all we can to raise awareness in school and out in the community.  Our lunchtime strikes 
enable us to do this without missing out on our education. 
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We all know about the series of wildfires that hit 
California earlier this year – many of these are still 
burning and a total of 11 states are experiencing 
moderate to severe drought.  There have been multiple 
wildfires in Greece since July along with record-breaking 
temperatures reaching 46.3 °C.  In August Turkey tackled 
270 forest fires and a total of 1,700 square kilometres of 
forest was lost in the Mediterranean region alone.  The 
rest of Europe has been affected too, with areas of Spain 
seeing record high temperatures and western Germany 
experiencing major flooding that left hundreds of people 
without homes and sadly many lives were lost. 
 
So, what is The Climate Action Group hoping to achieve by our strike?  We simply want our voices 
to be heard by as many people as possible – this is about our future, this is not a small issue and 
we have a lot to say!  Climate change is happening, it’s real and it’s not too late to do something 
about it if we understand this, act now and work together.  We want more people, especially young 
people, to know the truth so that they can join with us in our plea for action.  For this reason, we 
have invited other local schools to get involved and to come along to the strike on 5th November.  
A number have already committed to doing this and we are very excited about meeting them on 
the day and hopefully working more closely with them in the future! 
 
Izzy Falconer / Ellie Finch / Louise Pattison, Year 8 
On behalf of the Climate Action Group 
 
FRIENDS OF SJL 

I WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE THE NEW COMMITTEE, WHO WERE VOTED IN AT THE 
RECENT AGM: 
Treasurer: Ms Beatrice Merrick 
Secretary: Mrs Carla Ryan-Griffiths  
Events Co-ordinator: Mr Alex Black 
 
We also welcomed Mr Philip Newbery as our teacher rep for this year. As we get established we 
will all look to come up with some new ideas for the School Community to complement some of 
the existing popular fundraising initiatives that have happened in the past. 
 
The FOSJL committee is a volunteer group of parents and staff working together to promote 
greater links between home and school, encourage all parents to become involved in the school 
community and raise funds for the school.  
 
We have now met together as a committee and are excited to announce two events for this 
academic year.  
 
The first event, (based on the feedback from those who attended the AGM) is for the parents of 
year 7 and 8 students on the evening of Friday 19 November. Please save the date - tickets will 
be on sale and further details announced after half term.  
 
The second event we are going to plan is a Parents' Quiz (all year groups) on Friday 25 February 
2022. This will allow everyone to pit their wits against other parents and, of course, some of the 
teachers! Please save the date, tickets will be on sale in December. 
 
In addition, we look forward to supporting the well-loved Festival on the Field on Saturday 9 July 
2022. Tickets are available now 
 
https://www.festivalonthefield.co.uk/ 
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Festival on the Field. Harpenden's Family 
Festival on Sat 09/07/22 
Harpenden’s very own Family Festival is 
back! Join us on Sat 9th July 2022 at St 
John Lawes playing field for live music, 
great food and drink and attractions! 
Enjoy entertainment in a relaxing, fun and 
safe environment, attracting up to 3,000 
mostly local, people. 
www.festivalonthefield.co.uk 

 
We look forward to meeting you at some of these events in the future. 
 
Kindest regards, Yvonne  
 
 
YEAR 7 TRY AN INSTRUMENT  
 
Over the past week, Year 7 have been 
treated to some of our wonderful upper 
school musicians performing and 
promoting their instruments in Year 7 
Music lessons. They played pieces, 
demonstrated how their instrument 
worked, talked about their personal 
experiences of learning their musical 
instrument and the opportunities they 
have playing it. Year 7 were an excellent 
audience and asked some brilliant 
questions! We hope we have therefore 
ignited a flame of interest to find out 
more!  
 
Following on from this free group taster 
sessions will be available to Year 7 to 
sign up to after half term. Information has 
been sent to all year 7 parents.  
 
Instruments available for the sessions 
are: violin, cello, flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, oboe, bassoon, trumpet, 
trombone, singing lessons.  We look 
forward to lots of year 7s taking part.  
 
Please do contact the Music Faculty if 
you have any more questions.  
 
Mrs Hastings-Clarke 
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SJL MUSIC LOWER SCHOOL SHOWCASE 
 
Following on from the success of 
September’s Jazz Night and October’s 
Year 11 Showcase, we are pleased to 
announce the third concert in SJL 
Music’s “Year of Concerts”: The Lower 
School Showcase, which will take place 
on Monday 15th November. The concert 
will feature the following ensembles: 
Ukulele Group, Junior Choir, Junior Jazz 
Band, Junior Strings and UAC (Up and 
Coming) Band. 
 
There will also be some solo and duet 
performances from our Year 7 and 8 
musicians. 
We look forward to welcoming you to 
the concert, which will take place in the 
school hall from 7pm. 
Tickets can be booked via ParentPay, 
priced £3 for adults and free for children.  
Students will need to arrive for 6pm on 
the night for a sound check, wearing 
smart school uniform. 
 
If you have any questions please contact 
me lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
Miss Gillot 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
BLACKOUT POETRY COMPETITION WINNERS 
We had an amazing response to our Blackout Poetry Competition and it was very difficult to 
choose winners, but the following pupils won a prize and ACE card: 
 
Nicole Brown, Amy Curant, Jack Elderton, Olly Garcia, Daisy Heal, Seb Kelly, Kathy Liu, Jessica 
Lucas, Louise Pattison, Stanley Roe, Chloe Sharp, Keira Willis Conway, Georgia White. 
 
SENIOR READING GROUP – 2nd NOVEMBER 2021 
Our first senior reading group will be 
on 2nd November.  This is for Year 11, 
and Sixth Form and the books are 
The Midnight Library and The Song of 
Achilles. 
 
Happy reading! 
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FIREWORK SAFETY AND BONFIRES 
 
Each year, over half of all firework injuries are suffered by children and young people. Please 

keep safe by following the firework safety code: 
 

• Never allow children to play with fireworks. 

• Keep fireworks in a closed box. 

• Follow the instructions on each firework. 

• Light at arm's length, using a taper. 

• Stand well back. 

• Never go near a firework that has been lit.  Even if it hasn’t gone off, it could still explode.  

• Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them. 

• Always supervise children around fireworks. 

• Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves. 

• Never give sparklers to a child under five. 

• Keep pets indoors. 

• Please remember that under 18s are not permitted to buy fireworks or to possess 
them in a public place. 

 
A message from the British Hedgehog Preservation Society 
 

Please remember that hedgehogs are endangered, so do spare a thought 

for the wildlife when building your bonfire.  To save hedgehogs and other 

wildlife from appalling suffering the British Hedgehog Preservation 

Society urges that bonfires should not be built until the day they are lit.  

If material is stored on open ground in advance of having a bonfire, it is 

crucial to dismantle it and move it to another spot just before lighting.  

This should be to another clear spot and not on a pile of leaves, as there 

could be a hedgehog or other wildlife underneath. If hedgehogs are 

found, take as much of the nest as possible and place them in a high 

sided cardboard box with plenty of newspaper.  Close the lid, as 

hedgehogs are good climbers, but make sure there are air holes. Store 

the box in a quiet spot.  Once the bonfire is completely dampened 

down, release the hedgehog underneath a hedge or bush or behind a 

stack of logs. 

 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 1/11 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday  
 

    

Monday  Netball A 
League 

Vs 
Marlborough 

(Away) 

   

Tuesday      

Wednesday      

Thursday      

Friday      

Saturday  Rugby 
Vs 

Roundwood 
(TBC) 

Rugby 
Vs 

Roundwood 
(TBC) 

Rugby 
Vs 

Roundwood 
(TBC) 

 



Year 8 Inter-house Netball  
Another Friday night and another opportunity for students to represent their houses at Netball. This 
time we had 82 year 8 students and older leaders take part! 
The results and appearance points were as follows - well done to all who took part.  
 
Appearance points 
A- 12 
B-8 
H-12 
K- 9 
L-14 
N-12 
R- 15 
 

Results 
7th- Britten 
6th- Lawes 
5th -Ryder 
4th - King 
3rd - Austen 
2nd- Newton 
1st- Hepworth 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Year 11 Netball 
 
Another fantastic result for the Year 11 netball team, winning 26 – 3 against Marlborough. 
Huge congratulations to Connie S who was nominated as players, player. 
 
Year 9 County Cup Football 
 
After having their prospects of winning a trophy cut short in year 7, the boys were back in their first 
competitive fixture as year 9 students. They took on a tough Monks Walk team in what turned out 
to be a 10-goal thriller! 
 
The visitors took the lead from a free kick, something 
we needed to be worried about all game, very much 
against the run of play. We didn’t let this phase us as 
we turned the game on its head with quick fire goals 
from Oskar and Zach P. We couldn’t hold the lead 
uphill till half time as an excellent individual run from 
the midfield saw Monks Walk draw level at 2-2 HT.  
 
The boys came out with real purpose after the break 
with goals from Jacob, Youri and Zach W(2) saw SJL 
take control of the game. Despite conceding another 
free kick we managed to see the game out without any 
more drama, taking a deserved 6-4 victory. We play 
Richard Hale away in the next round, date TBC. 
 
Well done to all the boys, especially those who 
stepped up in the absence of others! 
 
 
 



Rugby Leaders 
Following their Saracens training our Year 9 students went to Harpenden Rugby Club along with 
students from RPS to officiate the Primary District Tag Rugby Tournament. They were 
congratulated on their control of play and friendly manner with the primary students. Well done for 
representing SJL so well. 
 
 
 

 
Year 9 District Cup Netball 
 

The Yr 9 girls met RPS in the first round of 
the district netball cup competition. As a 
local derby tension was running high from 
both teams at the start, several of the girls 
play together at clubs and were keen to 
prove themselves. SJL came out of the blocks hard, dominating the first quarter 9-0 with RPS 
struggling to get the ball to their end and fantastic turn overs from Poppy and the defensive 
players. Clearly rattled, RPS took the break to regroup and to their credit fought back with real 
determination managing to score 2 goals for every SJL one in the second quarter. At half time the 
score was 15-12 to SJL. A really even and closely contended 3rd quarter followed with SJL scoring 
7 and RPS 6 goals. Going into the final quarter the game could have gone either way. Both teams 
gave it their all, fighting for every ball and working exceptionally hard in attack. SJL managed to 
hang onto their lead winning 32-27. Bella was named player’s player due to her great positioning 
and movement in the circle, and phenomenal shooting. Congratulations to all of the squad it was a 
thrilling game to watch.  
 
SJL get a bye in the next round so will need to wait and see who we face in the semi-finals. 
 
By Mrs Brookes 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A SPACE TO BE 
 
The A Space To Be…  project is aimed at teenagers and offers a kind, safe space where they can 
unwind and have some quality time out while taking part in arts workshops.  Inspired by the 
collection at St Albans Museum + Gallery experienced artist, Jane Glynn, will be working with the 
group to make their own mini books which might contain drawing, painting, creative writing or 
collage. This is not a formal art class, nor is it art therapy. Most importantly young people don’t 
need to be ‘good at art’ to join in, everyone is welcomed.  
  
Workshops start in St Albans on Tuesday 2 November although young people can join for the first 
3 weeks. They run weekly for 7 weeks from 4.30pm to 6.30pm. We provide pizza in the break so 
the group can eat together offering a relaxed opportunity to socialise.  
  
If you would like to know more please get in 
touch with us at 
aspacetobeherts@gmail.com or call/text 07746 
578 292. 
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BRAND NEW INVESTIN RESOURCES: CAREERS BLOG 

InvestIN’s recently-launched blog page is 
now available on our website, with topics 
ranging from insights into “a day in the life of 
a…”, all the way to defining key career 
terms. We work to break down how 
students can research careers more 
effectively over a range of articles. 

A particularly popular article focused on 

‘Choosing Your University: The Complete 

Guide’. It’s a decision that will have a huge 

impact on the first few years of students’ 

adult life. This blog post will guide students 

on how to research properly and enhance 

their chances of finding the right destination 

for them. 

 

PODCAST: SCIENCE FRIDAY 

 

The podcast opens up discussions in 
classrooms for students. Each Friday it 
discusses cool topics on science, 
technology and other areas of generic life 
interests. Topics include climate change, the 
importance of pollination, lucid dreaming, 
vaccines and mime psychology. 

Video: 23 Jobs of the Future (and jobs that have no future) 

A lot of jobs are getting automated, Lingumarina’s video talks about what would be in high 

demand in the next 5-10 years. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
We've lined up some very exciting live events to keep your students entertained between now and 
Christmas. 
 
20 October, 4pm - Oxplore Book Club on Scythe by Neal Shusterman 
Oxford bioethicist Tess Johnson joins us on Zoom to talk about whether the dystopian future 
depicted in Scythe, where humans can live forever, could actually become a reality. Suitable for 
students aged 11-14. 
 
24 November, 4pm - Oxplore Book Club author Q&A with Philip Pullman 
Northern Lights is November's recommended read and we're excited to announce that students 
will have the opportunity to share their thoughts and questions about the text with Philip Pullman 
himself! Suitable for students aged 11-14. 
 
15 December, 4pm - Oxplore Book Club author Q&A with Nikki Sheehan 
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Nikki Sheehan is the author of our December Book Club read, Who Framed Klaris Cliff? Join 
us live on Zoom from 4pm for a book chat with Nikki and a special Christmas quiz! Suitable for 
students aged 11-14. 
All our events are free but you must register for a live link.  

 

Register for our free events  
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