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As the nights draw in, it is great to see the effort, motivation and enthusiasm of the staff and 
students remain incredibly high as we continue to live out the SJL ACE in everything we do.  
 
This week as part of our catch-up programme we were delighted to host an enrichment day for 
Year 8. The focus of the day was to get Year 8 students working collaboratively on different 
challenges. Student had the opportunity to develop teamwork, communication and improve their 
confidence. The day included robotics, coding, drawing a Year 8 mural, learning about the school 
houses and ice-cream making. The students behaved impeccably and the smiles on faces proved 
that the day was a success. I would like to thank the Year 8 form reps, Mrs Lord, Ms Marino and 
Ms Montgomery-Ward who helped plan the day and Mrs Ponte, Miss Caldicott and Mr Mason who 
helped deliver some of the sessions.  
 
Next week we have the exciting opportunity to plant 950 trees in Porters Hill Park, Batford, as part 
of the school’s sustainability drive. Students from Years 7, 8 and 9 will be planting the trees which 
will form a hedgerow around the perimeter of the park. Each group will plant up a stretch of 
approximately 30m for their SJL House.  We will be working closely with the town council and the 
countryside charity CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) on this amazing project, which will 
hopefully be the first of many such tree planting opportunities. 
 
We have worked closely with Public Health England (PHE) over the last two weeks and as a result 
of the protocols put in place I am pleased to say that we are out of ‘outbreak’ measures. PHE are 
really happy with the case numbers currently at the school and we continue to do everything we 
can to offer a first-class education for everyone throughout this pandemic.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
Philip Newbery 
Head of School 
 
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 

• Y12 Autumn Grade sheets will be going out today 

A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to Sienna (right) in Year 7 on her outstanding achievements in the recent 
Feis (Irish Dancing competition) where she achieved three 1sts and a 2nd in her four 
dances! 
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BRITISH YOUTH GO CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 2021 
 

Congratulations to Oliver (18th), Edie (30th) and Ben (32nd) in Year 10 
who did so well last weekend in the UK Junior Tournament held at the 
County Bridge Club, Leicester. The bar was at 6k. Handicap. 
Oliver also came 23rd in the UK Youth Squad Tournament Results 

2021. The bar was at 3k. Handicap. 

 
Thank you to Mr Cockburn for coaching them in school.  
 
Mrs Brining 
 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 2021  
 

Christmas lunch will be served on Wednesday 8 December. If you would 
like your child to have a Christmas lunch in school, please make 
payment of £3.50 via Parent Pay by Sunday 21 November.  
 
Lunch MUST be paid for in advance before the cut-off date above.  No 
bookings can be taken after this date or on the day.  If your child is entitled to 
a free school meal they will automatically receive a Christmas lunch: you do 
not need to make payment.  Unfortunately, due to the mock examinations, 
Year 11 students will be unable to take part in Christmas lunch.  Please note 

that we will not be able to offer any other food on the day. Those not wishing to have a Christmas 
lunch must bring in lunch from home.  After the payment deadline has closed, we will send an 
EduLink form to everyone taking part in Christmas lunch to select their menu choices and dietary 
requirements. 
 
FACE COVERINGS 
 
Following the reintroduction of face coverings, we ask that parents please ensure your children 
come to school properly equipped with a mask.  We are concerned about the growing number of 
students arriving without masks and relying on the school to provide them.  We do keep a limited 
supply on reception but these are single-use and are therefore for emergencies only.  We would 
strongly urge everyone to consider opting for reusable masks whenever possible.  With this in 
mind, please also see the item below from our OXFAM group.  If you are able to help with this 
project or have any unwanted fabrics that you could donate, please email them at: 
oxfam@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
 
OXFAM GROUP – CAN YOU HELP? 
 
Every day the school office gives out disposable masks to students who have forgotten them.  This 
is contributing to the increase use of plastic in our society.  The OXFAM group will be making 
masks for the school office to sell instead of handing out disposable masks, with the proceeds 
going towards OXFAM.  If you would like to help the OXFAM group by making masks, then we 
would be very grateful and have included a quick ‘How to make masks’ guide below in case this 
helps.  Mask tutorial 
 
YEAR 8 ACTIVITY DAY  
 
On Monday, Year 8 had an activity day which was filled with 
fun activities. It started with making ice cream (ours was 
caramel), then we moved onto house activities, and we 
learned about who our houses were named after. After 
break, we learned to use Python to programme a small robot 
to travel 84cm. Our group was only 1cm off! We then 
designed a cube with colours and our initials on. After lunch, 
we split into groups for team building to compete in 
challenges with Lego. To end the day, we did VR and looked 
at our solar system, this was my favourite activity. 
Xavier Knott (8A) 
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On Monday, Year 8 had an activity day with many activities 
we all did. One of these was team building, where we all got 
into groups of our choice and we completed some building 
challenges with Lego bricks. These challenges were fun to 
work out and build! The first one was where you had to build 
a bridge out of Lego, capable of holding a 2kg weight. Next, 
we had to build a huge tower out of Lego, with our limited 
bricks, it had to be quite thin so it had to be perfect. Finally, 
we all made cars and we looked to see which one went the 
furthest. All in all, this was great fun, and the day was 
brilliant. 
Ben Jennings (8B) 
 
My favourite activity was using the VR (virtual reality) 
headsets. It was all about space, and we were taken through all the planets and take-off. In take-
off, we went on a small roller-coaster and then we were in space. It was fun to look around and we 
could see our feet! We looked at all the planets and had a talk about what we learned from them 
after. I learnt new things and had a lot of fun. 
Ellie Finch (8K) 
 

 
 
On Monday, Year 8 had an activity day which 
included ice cream making, coding using robots, 
virtual reality, team building, house activities and 
art. I thought this day was brilliant and very 
enjoyable. I would recommend doing this day 
again. 
Daniel Austin (8R) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMPUTING DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
Girls Into Coding 
The organisation “Girls Into Coding” are offering a free virtual coding event via Zoom for girls aged 
10-14. The event will take place on Sunday 12th Dec from 2 - 4.45PM. You will be able to 
explore online coding activities, online robotics, 3D Design, electronics, and  physical 
computing using the BBC Micro: bit (tiny computers). This is a fantastic opportunity to use 
Python (text-based language) and to get some hands-on making time from the comfort of 
your home. To book please visit https://t.co/5psUu6XiLc 
 
Bebras Challenge 
Well done to all SJL students who completed the Bebras computational thinking challenge! 
Results will be confirmed by the University of Oxford very shortly and students will receive their 
certificates in lessons in the coming weeks.  
 
Miss Scott 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Year 9/10 Book Club Reminder 
Come along to the Library Quiet Study Area on Tuesday 30th 
November 1pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://t.co/5psUu6XiLc


Christmas Library Lowdown Newsletter 
The latest library newsletter is available on our library system. Check it out 
on https://uk.accessit.online/srj01/#!dashboard 
 
Overdues Reminder 
If your child has any overdue library books, please make sure they return 
them as quickly as possible.  Any student who has seriously overdue 
books will not be allowed to borrow anything else until these come back. 
 
Many thanks for your co-operation. 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
 
Christmas Concert (Wed 15th December)  
We are planning for the SJL Christmas Concert to go ahead as planned 
on Wednesday 15th December. It will take place in All Saints Church, 
Batford, as is our annual tradition. Students will be out of lessons all 
day for rehearsals. The concert will start at 7pm and feature 
performances from all our main SJL music ensembles, as well as carols 
and readings. Tickets will be available to reserve on Eventbrite. Details of how to 
reserve a ticket will be on letters emailed home. If you haven’t had a letter, please contact me 
lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Citizens Concert (Thurs 16th 
December) 
The following afternoon, students will be 
performing highlights of the previous 
night’s concert to some members of the All 
Saints congregation. Students will be out 
of lessons during the afternoon.  
 
We are looking forward to a more ‘normal’ 
musical Christmas at SJL this year, and 
hopeful we will be able to proceed as 
planned.  
If you have any questions about the 
Christmas concert, please don't hesitate to 
contact me at lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 20/11 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday Rugby  
Vs 

SRA 

Rugby  
Vs 

SRA 

Rugby  
Vs 

SRA 

  

https://uk.accessit.online/srj01/#!dashboard
mailto:lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk
mailto:lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk


(Away) (Away) (Away) 

Monday  
Occasional  

Day 
 

 
Occasional  

Day 
 

 
Occasional  

Day 
 

 
Occasional  

Day 
 

 
Occasional  

Day 
 

Tuesday  Netball 
Friendly 

Vs 
SRA 
(TBC) 

   

Wednesday Netball B 
League 

Vs 
Sandringham 

(Home) 

Table Tennis 
County Final 

@ 
Wodson Park 

(9.30-2pm) 

 Netball Cup 
Vs 

Marlborough 
(Away) 

 

Thursday   Netball League 
Vs 

Loreto 
(Home) 

  

Friday      

Saturday Rugby  
Vs 

Sandringham  
(TBC) 

Rugby  
Vs 

Sandringham  
(TBC) 

Rugby  
Vs 

Sandringham  
(TBC) 

Rugby  
Vs 

Sandringham  
(TBC) 

 

 
Update of Saturday Morning Results: RUGBY 

Opponent Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  

Hitchin Boys 
School 

Won 40 - 20 Lost 40 - 5 Won 35 - 25 Lost 5 – 45 

Nicholas 
Breakspear 

Won 85 – 0  Drew 25 - 25 Won 40 - 5 Won 24 - 19 

Roundwood 
Park 

No Game  Lost 35 - 20 Lost 10 - 5 Lost 0 - 24 

Dame Alice 
Owens 

No Game  Lost 20 - 25 Won 40 - 0 Won 17 – 5 

Beaumont 
School 

Lost 25 - 15 Lost 35 - 30 Won 40 - 15 Won 25 - 22 

 
Honours even with a strong Beaumont School, especially as 3 of the 4 results could have gone 
either way! The boys should be very pleased with their efforts. 
 
Next up, Samuel Ryder Academy, 10s on Thursday and 7, 8 and 9 playing away on Saturday 
morning.  
 
Year 7 Netball District Cup 
The Yr 7 Netball team played Marlborough in the first round of the District Cup this week. It has 
been a while since the girls played as a team due to several isolating and the Yr 7 trip, so we took 
a while to settle as a team. Spacing on court was an issue to begin with from both teams, but SJL 
managed to go 5-2 up by the end of the first quarter with our shooters having a great first phase 
and scoring lovely goals from a way out in the circle. The second phase was more even with 
Marlborough scoring 2 goals to SJL’s 1. It was the second half where SJL took control of the game 
with improved spacing and positional play. Defensively we turned the ball over frequently and 
managed to make the most of this moving the ball up the court more fluently. Final score was 14-5 
to SJL. We go through to the next round to play either STAGs or STAHS.  
Well done to all players. 
 
Mrs Brookes 



 
Year 11 Netball  
The year 11 Netball team played STAGS in the quarter final 
of the Cup this week and took an early lead in the first 
quarter 4-2. This continued throughout the game resulting 
in a win 20-12, taking them through to the semi-finals. The 
girls played really well as a team, with great interceptions 
from the defence and brilliant shooting. Congratulations to 
Eliza who was nominated players’ player. 
 
Miss Reed 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Gresham College has offered free public lectures for over 400 years, thanks to the generosity of 
our supporters. We believe that everyone should have the opportunity to learn from some of the 
greatest minds.  
 
Booking for in-person attendance opens 2 months ahead of each lecture, online booking is 
currently open up until Christmas. Last month's lectures - and an archive of more than 2,000 
previous events - are available on our website and YouTube channel. 
 
Why not use the coming holiday break to catch up on other Gresham lectures?  Some of this 
term's popular lectures can be found by following the link below along with Christmas lectures 
from past years. Enjoy!  
 
Find out more from here. 
 
 

https://gresham.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=234f3c8c3798c8251c51e7f94&id=62ae98e491&e=b8f26bb82d
https://gresham.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=234f3c8c3798c8251c51e7f94&id=72c40d3206&e=b8f26bb82d
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures


PHILOSOPHY PLUS SCIENCE   
 

Live Event Friday 14 January, with online content available from Friday 
7 January 2021 
 
Thinking and understanding are at the core of philosophy, but also at the 
heart of science. This taster event provides an opportunity to find out more 
about how the two disciplines intertwine. Join us to explore the interfaces 
between philosophy and maths, physics and computer science.   
This event is an opportunity for students who are considering applying for 

a joint degree in these subjects, and want to find out more.  
 
Online content for this event will be available from Friday 7 January 2022, with videos to watch and 
problems to try across all three subjects. We anticipate it will take about 4 hours to work through 
the content; but you may wish to spend longer.  On Friday 14 January 2022 at 17:00, we will hold a 
live Q&A with students who do the joint courses and tutors who specialise in this area. Sign up 
now to gain access to the online material and live event! Registration deadline: 9:00am, 3  January 
2022.  
 
This event is open to high-achieving Year 11 students from the UK.   
 
If you have previously attended a Philosophy Plus event, this is not for you, as much of the material 
will be similar to previous years.  
 
For more information and to book, visit www.cs.ox.ac.uk/philosophyplus   
 
Questions? Email philosophyplus@cs.ox.ac.uk    
 
Oxford’s MAT livestream 2021 
 
Every Thursday at 17:00 UK time 
https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/r/matlive 
 
Are you thinking of applying to study Mathematics at university? 
Or a very mathematical subject such as Computer Science?  The 
Oxford Maths department are running a weekly livestream this term, talking about maths problems 
and discussing problem-solving strategies, with a particular focus on Oxford's Mathematics 
Admissions Test (MAT). The sessions are free and available for everyone; anyone is welcome to 
join us live at 17:00 on Thursdays, and the sessions will be recorded and available to watch back 
at any time afterwards. The first four sessions are on https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/r/matlive now, 
but there's no need to catch up before joining us live on Thursday. 
 
Advanced Maths Support Programme (AMSP) free online course 

 

Until 31 December 2021 

As all of us in HE embark on a new academic year with a fresh intake 
of first year students taking programmes which rely on A level Mathematics, and in some cases 
AS/A level Further Mathematics, including degrees in mathematics, statistics, mathematical 
sciences, engineering, sciences, and many others, our minds have been turning (again) to the loss 
of learning as result of Covid over the last two school years.  
 
The Advanced Maths Support Programme (AMSP) supports students in making the transition to 
university study in mathematics and related subjects. They are offering a free online course 
designed specially to support students who have studied A level Mathematics and are progressing 
to an undergraduate degree course this autumn.  

This is a free online course supporting year 13 A level Mathematics students to make the transition 
to university study: https://amsp.org.uk/news/he-transition-course. 
 
The course consists of recorded presentations, practice exercises and assessment materials, each 
week a further two topics will be released. Students can join the course at any point and they will 

http://www.cs.ox.ac.uk/philosophyplus
mailto:philosophyplus@cs.ox.ac.uk
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have access to the materials until 31 December 2021 so that they can continue to refer to the 
materials during their first term at university. 
 
 
Digital Resource Hub 

The University of Oxford has compiled the best of its 
digital resources into a Digital Resource Hub to support 
learning and exploration. They can help parents and 
teachers to feed the curiosity of growing minds and 
inspire them to think broadly. These resources can also 
enable older students to explore their passions and 

interests further, and to discover more about Oxford. 

STEVENSONS UNIFORM SHOP  
 
Over the festive season your local Stevensons shop’s opening hours will be changing. 
 
During this period your shop will be closing for two weeks from Monday 20th of December, 
reopening on Tuesday 3rd of January 2022. Parents will still be able to purchase uniform online 
during this time, however delivery times may be longer due to seasonal logistics. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/increasing-access/ug-digital-resources


SUPPORTING LINKS 
 

Once again, we are offering our Parenting Support Groups 
countywide and ONLINE for the SPRING TERM of 2022.  
  
We are pleased to bring you the details of 9 online courses 
starting in January and February. 

  
Each course runs over 6 weekly sessions and is offered FREE of charge to parents thanks to 
funding from Herts County Council: 
  
Talking Additional Needs (2 courses) 
Talking Families (3 courses) 
Talking Teens (2 course) 
Talking Dads (2 courses)  
 
Click here to find out more 
 
 

Invitation for Parents: 
Success Beyond School  

Free-of-charge careers evenings for parents 

 

We are thrilled to announce the last in our Success Beyond School series 

for 2021; free-of-charge, live online evening seminars designed to 

help parents supercharge their children’s career potential. Parents 

can register now for: 

 

Wednesday 24th Nov: Learning to Lead 

Help enhance your child’s leadership skills 

 

Wednesday 1st Dec: Building a Future in Finance 

How your child can break into the finance industry 

 

Wednesday 8th Dec: Level up with Law 

Support your child on their journey to becoming a top lawyer  

https://www.supportinglinks.co.uk/courses.html
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=a6a992656b&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=b44b8a2fb5&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=9d07558ac8&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=37e4f400ff&e=1b83951592


  

These events are for parents of students aged 12-18 and free to 

attend. Please share this email with parents; either directly or via 

students. 

Register Now 

 

 PDF of the Invite  

  

   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

Summer Career Experiences: Law 

& Politics 
Use code SUMMER15 for 15% off by 31st December  

 

   

 

 

    

 

 

Law | Politics | International Development | Environmentalism 

  

Do you dream of standing up in the Supreme Court to argue in a high-profile 
human rights case? Or want to negotiate climate change policies at COP26 and 

change the world? 
 

You can do all this and more during our flagship summer experiences; up to 15 
days of life-changing opportunities: 

 
Advocate a human rights case in the Supreme Court 

Network with leading politicians in Westminster 
Participate in a 'Model UN' with UN and Foreign Office staff 

Cross-examine witnesses in a live murder trial 
Negotiate climate change policies in a simulated COP26 

  

Register NOW and use code SUMMER15 by 31st December for 15% off your 
place. There is no application process but places are highly limited. Register 

now to avoid disappointment. 
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HAPpy Holidays 

 
What will your kids be doing this Winter holiday? 
 
Are they in need of action-packed days with the added benefit of a free meal? If so, HAPpy 
Holiday Camps are taking place across Hertfordshire this Winter and might be just the answer! 
It’s all thanks to Hertfordshire County Council who have joined forces with the Herts Sports 
Partnership to organise a huge programme of activity for the school holidays. 
Activities will be running in different venues across the county for children and young people 
aged between 5-16 years, and all include a nutritious meal each day.  
 
As an eligible family you can book for free using your unique HAPpy Booking Code. When 
prompted, please make sure you enter the whole code, which includes the & symbol which is 
found in the middle of the code. 
 
Your unique code is: DZ&9LT 
You will be able to search for activities using your postcode or child’s age – places are limited 
and strictly on a first come basis so be quick and book online from the Monday 6th December 
at https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/happy/booking 
 
If you are having trouble booking, you’ll find a step-by-step guide on the booking page 
explaining what to do. Still need help? Hertfordshire Libraries have computers you can use, 
and friendly staff who will be able to help.  
 
Additionally, there are a range of fun online Enrichment Activities to look through, with ideas for 
learning more about arts and crafts, history, music, and theatre, plus ways to keep your family 
active for 60 minutes each day! View these at https://www.sportinherts.org.uk/hafhappy 
Lastly, our information page has links to a variety of organisations and advice you and your 
family may find useful. Visit this at https://sportinherts.org.uk/happy/useful-local-services 
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