
End of Term Newsletter No 806 – 17 December 2021  
 
We’ve made it – and what a term!  We would like to thank all in our community who have made it 
possible to re-invigorate the SJL culture post lockdown and enable us to not only deliver more 
than 1000 outstanding lessons a week but also all the co-curricular activities that make SJL such a 
fantastic school.  
 
In our virtual assembly today, we have formally thanked all who have contributed to make this term 
a success and we would like to take this opportunity to formally thank all the parents for your 
support. We understand how vital you are in making the school community thrive.  We would like 
to especially thank the Friends of Sir John Lawes parental association for their work this term.  
 
Highlights this term include planting 950 trees in Porter Hill Park, our U14 students being crowned 
County Badminton champions, the application of our Year 11 students during revision sessions 
and the mock exam period, the Year 8 enrichment day, the Year 7 PGL trip, the Climate Action 
Strike in Harpenden town centre and the Christmas Concert, to name just a few. But out overall 
highlight of the term has been the collaboration and community spirit exhibited through the 87 
clubs that have been run and really well attended each week.  
 
A couple of practical points about our return in January.  Please ensure that you child has a reusable 
mask unless exempt. We want to promote safety in school but in an environmentally sustainable 
way.  The arrangements regarding classroom ventilation and spending break and lunch times 
outside will also remain in place for the foreseeable future, so please ensure that your children come 
to school wearing a warm coat, a hat, gloves and maybe even thermals so that they are able to keep 
as warm as possible in what is likely to be colder weather in the coming months. You will have been 
sent an Edulink message this week explaining our staggered start in January to allow us to test all 
students in line with government guidance. Thanks for your support and understanding with this.  
 
As always, reading this newsletter makes us so proud of everything the students and staff have 
achieved, in spite of all that has happened as a result of the pandemic.  They have continued to take 
advantage of every opportunity available to them and their attitude to their studies over the last 
months has been impressive.  We would also like to thank the many parents who have sent in gifts, 
cards and notes of thanks to staff over the last week – they have been massively appreciated! 
 
Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and a very happy New Year! 
 

 
 

    
 
 

Philip Newbery    Claire Robins 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 
Follow this link to view a copy of the Scholars’ Education Trust Newsletter update. 
 

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home
https://scholarsedtrust.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Autumn-Update-2021.pdf?t=1639648676


CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.   
 
Lily Allan 13B 
Lauren Antcliff 7L 
Lindsay Arbury 7K 
Beatrice Armstrong 7K 
Lottie Attree 7A 
Daniel Austin 8R 
Madeleine Ballard Scott 
10A 
Freya Barber 7B 
Oliver Bardsley 10B 
Miles Barker 7B 
Alice Berry 9A 
Maya Bradbury 8H 
Ella Brading-Miles 7N 
Elissa Bullock 7A 
Katie Burroughs 12L 
Anna Centro 12A 
Ellie Chadwick 9N 
Rain Chin 7R 
Amber Clappison 9K 
Mira Das Bhaumik 7K 
Lucy Davis 13L 
Loriel Edubatey 7K 
Jack Elderton 9L 
Sophia Francis 10K 
Max Franks 12N 
Toni-Marie Griffiths 12K 

Zachary Hall 10K 
Sophia Hamed 9K 
Lily Harris 10R 
Leah Head 10H 
Ka Him Hon 7A 
Caitlin Hughes 8K 
Charlotte Jackson 8R 
Sophie Jacques 12K 
Toby Jarvis 12K 
Henry Jones 7L 
Izzy Kelly 12H 
Sophiya Kiani 12A 
Charm Kirk 8R 
Emily Liu 9A 
Amos Lo 7N 
Catherine Lord 7H 
Liv Louis 8R 
Róisín Machin 7L 
Henry Martin 8R 
William McGuinness 9K 
William McGuinness 9K 
Joely McPhun 12A 
Lucas McPhun 9R 
Casper Megson 8K 
Indira Mehta 10A 
Eva Michaels 7A 
Alexa Milella 9B 

Rhea Mitchell 8L 
Alice Morosanu 8A 
Arahn Naseem 7K 
Isla Nash 7R 
Daniel Omoregbee 9H 
Sophie Parachini 8L 
Cara Pearson 10N 
Leighton Piggott 7L 
Evie Riley 9H 
Alyson Roberts 12H 
Zoe Robertson 10H 
Maya Schofield 8H 
Chloe Sharp 8H 
Kyle Shek 7R 
Dora Shum 7R 
Catriona Stewart 10N 
Kavin Suresh Vidhya 8H 
Edie Trevor 10B 
Harrison Whiting 12B 
Ruby Whiting 7N 
Millie Wilkins 10B 
Bronwen Williams 7N 
Merel Woodford 10H 
Kate Wyeth 7B 
Aiden Yan-Hall 7N 
Marcus Zeng 7L 

 
Congratulations to the following students who recently passed their music exams: 
 

• Millie Wilkins - Grade 2 Singing with Merit 

• Rebecca Hall - Grade 5 Saxophone with Merit 

• Daisy Simpson – Grade 8 Violin 

• Imogen Sutton - Grade 8 Violin 

 
CERTIFICATE COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS  
 
For 2021 Year 11 leavers and Year 13 students who are unable to attend the rescheduled Awards 
evening in March. 
 
We would like to invite you to collect your GCSE or A-Level/BTEC certificates from the school 
reception during the week commencing Wednesday 5 January 2022.   Reception will be open from 
8.30am to 4pm. You will need to bring some photographic ID and sign a collection sheet. 
If you are unable to collect your certificates personally, you may nominate someone else to collect 
on your behalf (such as a parent or carer) and you will need to provide them with a permission form 
that can be downloaded from the Exams Information page on the school website Certificate 
Collection Permission Form The permission form must be handed in when the certificates are 
collected. 
 
Mrs Kelly, Exams Officer 
 
MESSAGE FROM HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
As we head into the festive season, we’d like to say thank you for continuing to play your part in 
the fight against COVID-19 and helping to keep yourselves and others safe. 
  

https://sirjohnlawes.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Collection-of-Certificates-permission-form-2020.pdf?t=1602495202?ts=1639504174
https://sirjohnlawes.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Collection-of-Certificates-permission-form-2020.pdf?t=1602495202?ts=1639504174


We are all looking forward to spending time with friends and family this year, there are simple 
steps you can take to help make this festive period as safe as possible and reduce the risk of you 
and your family catching and spreading COVID-19: 

• Get vaccinated - Vaccination continues to offer the best protection for ourselves and 
others around us from becoming seriously ill from COVID-19. You can also now get your 
booster three months after your second dose, to book this and any COVID-19 
vaccinations, visit: www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination 

Young people aged 12-17 yet to receive their COVID-19 vaccination(s) can find out more and book 
at: https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people 

• Test regularly – 1 in 3 people with COVID-19 don’t display symptoms. Regular rapid 
testing at home can help to prevent transmission. Find out all the ways to get home test 
kits (LFD tests) at: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rapidtest 

From 14 December, all adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 
months, identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 by NHS Test and Trace – whether 
Omicron or not – should take a lateral flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 days instead of self-
isolating.  

• Stay at home – if you have symptoms stay at home and book or order a PCR test online 
at: www.nhs.uk/get-tested 

If you test positive you must self-isolate for the required period and not have people visit you at 
home. There is support available to help people who need it to self-isolate, call HertsHelp on 0300 
123 4044, email info@hertshelp.net or visit www.hertshelp.net 
  
Finally, please don’t send children back to school in January if they have symptoms. 
Hertfordshire’s childcare, nurseries, schools and colleges are working so hard to keep our 
communities safe and reduce disruption to children’s learning and development so let’s all work 
together to help them and each other. 
 
MUSIC FACULTY 
 
Christmas Concert 
Congratulations to all the students (and staff) performers for a fantastic Christmas Concert on 
Wednesday. Although we had to adapt things slightly and it was sad not to be able to welcome our 
usual parent audience, this certainly didn’t dampen the spirits of our performers and the musical 
quality was just as good (if not better) than it’s ever been! For many of our students in Year 7 and 8 
it was their first opportunity to perform in a Sir John Lawes concert, and they conducted 
themselves with utter professionalism at all times. From “Walking in the Air”, to “White Christmas”, 
or the Uke Group’s “Christmas Medley” to the Concert Band’s “Celtic Carol”, it was the perfect 
evening to get us firmly into the Christmas spirit.  
 
Particular thanks and ‘well done’ go to our sixth form leaders who made their conducting debuts in 
this concert: Charlie Kay & Sam Barratt (Junior Jazz), Imi Turner (UAC Band) and Mimi Woolf, 
Daisy Simpson and Jasmine Bending (Junior Choir). They have demonstrated immense 
professionalism and dedication to the faculty, and we are grateful to them for inspiring the next 
generation of musical leaders!  
 
We hope that you enjoy watching the virtual concert as much as we enjoyed putting it together. 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas from SJL Music, and hope to see you at a live 
performance in the new year! 
 
MFL FACULTY NEWS 
 
Year 7 French Advent Calendar Competition 
Our Year 7 students worked very hard on creating Advent Calendars using numbers and seasonal 
vocabulary in French. We received outstanding entries and we were amazed by the creativity of 
our students. The competition was judged by Marie; our French assistant. Well done to everyone 
who entered.  
 

http://www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/rapidtest
http://www.nhs.uk/get-tested
mailto:info@hertshelp.net
http://www.hertshelp.net/


Miss Marino and the MFL faculty. 
 
The results were: 
7th Place: Eddie Haines 7H (20 House Points)  
6th Place: Charlie Ross Arévalo 7L (25 House Points) 
5th Place: Eva Michaels 7A (30 House Points) 
4th Place: Sienna Halcrow 7A (35 House Points) 
3rd Place: Sophie Sutton 7K (40 House Points) 
2nd Place: Daniel McDonald 7K (45 House Points) 
1st Place: Miles Barker 7B (50 House Points)  
 
Commendations 
Across last term the students have been working hard in languages.  At the end of the term we feel 
it is important to recognise the effort and progress that the students have been making.  From each 
class we nominate someone who we feel has achieved well and also someone who we feel has put 
in a great deal of effort.  This, as you can imagine, is not an easy task and the nominated students 
for this term are below: 
 
Year 7  
Dylan Appleton 
Isaac Armiger 
Charlotte Attree 
Freya Barber 
Elissa Bullock 
Katie Bunbury 
Hafsa Chowdhury 
Isla Clarke 
Sienna Halcrow x 2 
Alfie Harris 
Ka Him Hon 
Henry Jones 
Anthony Leung x 2 
Catherine Lord 
Yash Maniar 
Daniel McDonald 
Isla Nash 
Leighton Piggott 
Charlotte Ross Arevalo x 2 
Yip Sammi 
Dora Shum 
Darya Vayzert 
Bronwen Williams x 2 
George Williams 
 
Year 8  
Olivia Allan 
Danton Anyan 

Eva Arnott x 2 
Sam Black 
Zachary Bullock 
Will Caulfield 
Kira Cheung 
Izzy Falconer 
Caitlin Hughes 
Charm Kirk x 2 
Henry Martin 
Finn McDonald 
Alice Morosanu 
Sophie Parachini 
Uma Patel 
Louise Pattison 
Will Redding 
Evie Rose 
Maya Schofield 
Connie Scott 
Nathan Slotema 
Amy Solomons 
Lydia Tadja 
Ash Vanerp-lee 
Molly Wheaton 
Emily White 
 
Year 9  
Kanishk Arun 
Kiran Barker 
Ellie Chadwick 

Alexandra Crump 
Amy Curant 
Chethana Darapunani 
Jack Elderton 
Millie Harrison 
Sam Hawkins 
Daisy Heal 
Jose Lloyd 
William McGuiness 
Alexa Milella 
Evie Riley 
Rafferty Smith 
Tanya Smith 
 
Year 10  
Alastair Bending 
Coemy Fourie 
Ehinon Ikhine 
Maddie McDonogh 
Indira Mehta 
Shakeel Miah 
Zoe Robertson 
Will Zieba 
 
Year 12  
Toby Ashdown 
Jasmine Bending 
Lydia Gardner 
Joely McPhun 

 
Staff language Challenge 

 



Following on from the very successful staff music challenge, we have now launched the staff 
language challenge.  Within our school community we have over 38 different languages being 
spoken by our students.  Some of the students are now teaching some of the members of staff. 
Some of the staff are brushing up on languages they have already learnt and some are learning the 
language for the first time. We are really excited to see how they get on and we will keep you updated 
on their progress. 
 
Polyglot Club 
Polyglot club had an exciting first session, where sixth-formers taught us basic greetings in 
Moroccan Arabic and gave us some pointers on Moroccan culture. They also shared traditional 
Moroccan tea. Mr King and the students present enjoyed sharing and learning about the 
languages spoken in the school.  
We are looking forward to a session on Cantonese in the New Year! 
 
CLIMATE ACTION GROUP 

What will you do for Planet Earth this Christmas?   
Why not buy the gift of some precious rainforest and protect it 

from being cut down?  

www.worldlandtrust.org buys acres of rainforest to strategically 

stop it from being deforested.  It is one of the most effective 

climate change charities, supported by David Attenborough.  All 

donations of £25 or more to World Land Trust can be made as a gift for another person.  The 

person the donation is gifted to will receive a gift pack.   

If you are looking for a cost-free idea, Ecosia is a search engine that uses its profits for 

reforestation.  You can install the add on for Chrome and continue to make a difference every time 

you search.   

The SJL Climate Action Group wishes you all a very Happy Christmas!  

 
TREE PLANTING IN PORTERS HILL PARK 
 
Sir John Lawes students plant 950 trees as part of 
Harpenden Town Council’s Community Project  
 
Ninety students from Sir John Lawes School 
showed their support for National Tree Week on 
Thursday 25 November by assisting Harpenden 
Town Council to plant 950 trees at Porters Hill 
Park in Batford. The new hedgerow, stretching 
180m, will provide a habitat for wildlife, form a 
shelterbelt to help to protect the Park from the 
elements, and reduce C02 for future 
generations. 
 
This project forms part of Harpenden’s Tree Planting Plan which includes 
planting 2000 UK-native trees across Harpenden by the end of 2023. 
Future tree planting days have been organised by Harpenden Town Council 
including a further 120 trees due to be planted in the same area, in January 
2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.worldlandtrust.org/


 
ECO- SCHOOLS TIP OF THE WEEK!  
 
Have an Eco-friendly Christmas! Use environmentally friendly wrapping 
paper that is made from recycled materials, FSC certified and that can be put 
into the recycling after. Avoid using wrapping paper made from foil or with 
glitter which would go to landfill. 
 
 

CHARITY WORK AT SJL 
 
Sixth Form  
The 6th form have been collecting unused winter coats for donation to vulnerable people in the 
local community. 
 
We donated 45 coats, 5 blazers, two pairs of trousers and 3 school jumpers to the ‘Discover Islam’ 
centre in Luton. These coats will be given to children, adults and refugees living in the local area. 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed. 
 
Oxfam Group 
This term the OXFAM group sold handmade Christmas cards and 
face masks to raise funds for Oxfam. We managed to raise 
£60.50. We will continue making and selling face masks next term 
and would be very grateful of any help from parents or students. If 
you are able to help, please see the attached tutorial on how to 
make a mask and you can email us at oxfam@sjl.herts.sch.uk . 
 
Candy Cane Fundraiser 
Congratulations to Maya (8H), Maya (8H) and Chloe (8H) who 
have shown excellent community spirit and raised £50 for 
UNICEF by selling Candy Canes. They were assisted by Anesu 
(8H) this week to deliver the candy canes to students in their tutor 
groups. Thank you very much to the generous parents who helped them 
raise money for UNICEF.    
 
Miss Marino, Head of Year 8 
 
Year 9 Salvation Army Food Bank 
We were incredibly proud of Year 9 last week.  They were challenged with 
collecting food bank items for The Salvation Army and we were bowled 
over by the generous donations by the students and their families.  We 
could hardly move in the office for bags and boxes of food.  The Salvation 
Army have expressed their gratitude and wish the SJL community a merry 
Christmas. 
 
The Year 9 Pastoral Team 

 
 

MERRY QUIZMAS!! 
 
 

It is Christmas and what do you have to have at Christmas. . . a quiz of course! 
There are 100 questions to challenge and entertain you. 
 
There is a prize of a bottle of champagne for the person with the highest score or a 
360g Dairy Milk bar of chocolate for under 18s. The quiz costs £2.50, which will go 
towards my world challenge campaign to go to Eswatini in 2023. World challenge is a 
once-in-a-lifetime trip to a foreign country. It is 13 days long focused predominantly on 
helping local communities and observing local wildlife. 
 
To take  part  in my Christmas quiz, please either email worldcf3141@outlook.com, or 
transfer £2.50 using PayPal (under ’Pay and  Get Paid’ using the email address 
worldcf3141@outlook.com and  adding a note  providing your  email address. 

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home
mailto:oxfam@sjl.herts.sch.uk
mailto:worldcf3141@outlook.com
mailto:worldcf3141@outlook.com


Please select sending to a ‘friend or family’) and I will email you a copy or deliver a 
hardcopy if you live in central Harpenden. 
 

Oliver Bardsley 
 
STONEWALL BAKE OFF 

 
The Stonewall Club were proud to host Mr Evans and Mrs Richards this week as 

judges of the Stonewall Bake Off.  Students created some fantastic bakes 
making it incredibly difficult to decide on the winners.  However, after much 

tasting they were able to award prizes for: 
• Best LGBTQIA themed bake 
• Best overall design 
• Best tasting bake 

Thank you for everyone who took part and a 
special thanks to our judges.  Students can 
contact Miss Woolrych about the Stonewall Club 
via rwoolrych@sjl.herts.sch.uk or 
Stonewall@sjl.herts.sch.uk 

 
                        Happy Christmas 

 
INVESTIN SUMMER EXPERIENCES 2022 & CHRISTMAS CAREERS CALENDAR FOR 
STUDENTS 

 
We are excited to present you with the InvestIN Christmas Careers Calendar. InvestIn has 
designed 12 days-worth of industry insights, to allow students to explore the world’s most 
desirable careers over the festive period. This combines exclusive activities, useful resources, 
advice from professionals on how to break into their chosen career, and so much more. Our 
calendar was extremely popular last year and there are even a number of prizes to be won if 
students submit their responses this year! You can find the calendar linked here. Happy Christmas! 
 
Accompanying flyers for parents can be found here on our website. 
 
Mrs Brining 
 

HAVE YOU MET ….? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, we held our latest Have You Met event after school in the hall. 
Students from years 7,8,9 and sixth form were selected to take part. They brought in a wide variety 
of fascinating objects, awards, pictures and books and happily and confidently talked about them 
to both teachers and parents. It was so good to get back to being able to hold a face to face event 
and there was a real buzz in the school hall! 

Ms Michel 

 

 

mailto:rwoolrych@sjl.herts.sch.uk
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CAREERS NEWS 
 
Work Experience 
The deadline for the submission of private placement forms, for both Year 10 and Year 12, has 
been extended into the new year.   
 
Year 11 Morrisby Career Profiling 
If you registered your child for Morrisby, you should have received a letter this week explaining 
how to do the profiling at home, along with an access code.  
 
Have a lovely Christmas break. 
 
Mrs Power, Careers Leader.  
 
CAREERS DAY 2022 
 
We are delighted to announce that, after a break of two years, we are planning to relaunch the SJL 
Careers Day on Thursday 24 March 2022.  
 
This is by far the largest event of its type in our local area and is an amazing opportunity for 
hundreds of students from both Sir John Lawes and our neighbouring partner schools. Students 
attending the Careers Day meet representatives from a diverse range of firms and learn about a 
vast range of career options, with some also securing invaluable work experience and contacts for 
their futures.  
 
This will be the sixth year of this event and each time the day surpasses all our expectations with 
more employers than ever becoming involved, and the diversity of sectors represented continuing 
to grow. 
 
We would be very keen to hear from any parents interested in taking part - if you work for a 
company that would like to participate in the Careers Day, please contact llord@sjl.herts.sch.uk for 
more information. 
 
YOUTH SPEAKS 

 
 

 
Students from Years 7-12 took part in the Rotary Youth Speaks competition against 3 other 
Harpenden secondary schools last week. For many of our students, this was their first time 
speaking in an external competition and they did a great job. Well done to everyone who took 
part!  
 
 
English Speaking Union Schools’ Mace  
Our team was successful in the first round of the ESU Schools’ Mace Debating competition and 
will now face St Albans Boys’ school in round 2 in January, to oppose the motion ‘This House 
Would Ban Gambling.’ 

 

 

mailto:llord@sjl.herts.sch.uk


DRAMA NEWS 
 
Live Theatre is Back! 
We have had a much more creative and normal term where we have been back “in the room where 
it happens!”  The rows of black and yellow tape have disappeared and classes are now back in 
circles and are working more physically and creatively. This had led to two exam showcases in 
front of live audiences performing their devised work in front of parents and friends. Year 11 
performed in the Hall on Thursday 18th November and were really impressive exploring a range of 
topics and themes from personal relationships to political extremism. Then a week later year 13 
really pulled out all the stops with the devised exam show case exploring issues of maternal 
deprivation and loss. There were some very sophisticated and dynamic performances showing real 
maturity of thought and accomplished acting skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We took our A-Level students to see the wonderful Ocean at the End of the Lane at The Duke of 
York’s Theatre which was our first theatre trip in 19 months. This production of Neil Gaiman’s 
fantasy novel was the perfect post-Covid tonic with tremendous design elements and superb 
performances. This really reaffirmed our faith in live theatre as a unique medium multi-sensory 
medium after the months of streamed and digital alternatives. Year 11 were suitably spooked and 
engaged by The Woman in Black at The Fortune Theatre in November and responded 
enthusiastically to the actors at the curtain call.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been working on a whole school musical of Oliver! with the musical faculty and have been 
impressed by the energy and commitment shown at rehearsals from cast members of all year 
groups. The challenge of a modern-day version of Oliver will be interesting and promises to be an 
engaging and entertaining evening. It has been great to get back into the rehearsal room with a 
mix of year groups learning from each other and working as a community. We look forward to 
sharing it with you in late February. 
Thank you for all your support and don’t forget to follow us on #SJLDrama. 
 
Tim Armitage / Head of Drama 

 
YOUNG ENTERPRISE 
 
We are extremely proud of our students’ progress so far. Here is an insight from 
Virtú Candles, Young Enterprise. 
 



“We’re Toby, Ewan, Adam, Oscar, Leo and Harry, Year 12 students. We’re 
competing in Young Enterprise this year, where we’ve been given the challenge 
of creating our own company from the ground up, and we made Virtú Candles.  
 
We hand-make our own scented, natural soy wax candles, using British-sourced 
ingredients and materials, supporting our target of proving that it can be 
economically viable to make British-sourced products, instead of shipping 
everything in from abroad. 
 
Our scents include: 

• Winter Pine 

• Lime, Basil & Mandarin 

• Cedar & Jasmine 

In the past couple of months we’ve been to multiple Christmas 
fairs - you might have even seen us all dressed up and 
shivering at the Harpenden Lights On Carnival, where we sold 
out, and won Best Overall Company out of the Young 
Enterprise stalls at the carnival! You might have also seen 
some of us post about Virtú on the Harpenden Network on 
Facebook, where we’ve been expanding our market. 
 
Feel free to give us a visit on Facebook and Instagram - virtu.uk – where you can message us if 
you’re interested in buying some candles! They’re the perfect teacher gift, for teens, stocking 
fillers, or even just for lighting up your home this winter! 
 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/virtu.uk 
IG: https://www.instagram.com/virtu.uk/ 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Christmas Bauble Competition Winners 
We had so many entries for the house Christmas 
Bauble Competition and the winning house was 
Ryder.  Here are the winners of each year group: 
 
Senior Reading Group Tuesday 11th January 
Our first Senior Reading Group held last month was 
very successful, and the next one will be in January 
with book choices including The Kite Runner and 
Breasts and Eggs.  Open to all Year 11s and Sixth 
Form.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Big Challenge January 2022 
Our Big Challenge will start from 1st January, so the Christmas 
holidays will be an excellent time to make a start on this 
reading challenge.  If your child wants to take part but didn’t 
pick up a form, it is not too late.  They can record the books 
read over Christmas and then come to the library for a form in 
the new year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/virtu.uk
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SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 20/12/21 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday  
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY Monday 

WB/4/1/22  
INSET DAY Tuesday 

Wednesday      

Thursday      

Friday      

Saturday Football 
Vs 

SRA 
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

SRA 
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

SRA 
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

SRA 
(TBC) 

 

 
FINAL Saturday Morning Results: RUGBY 

Opponent Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  

Hitchin Boys 
School 

Won 40 - 20 Lost 40 - 5 Won 35 - 25 Lost 5 – 45 

Nicholas 
Breakspear 

Won 85 – 0  Drew 25 - 25 Won 40 - 5 Won 24 - 19 

Roundwood 
Park 

No Game  Lost 35 - 20 Lost 10 - 5 Lost 0 - 24 

Dame Alice 
Owens 

No Game  Lost 20 - 25 Won 40 - 0 Won 17 – 5 

Beaumont 
School 

Lost 25 - 15 Lost 35 - 30 Won 40 - 15 Won 25 - 22 

Samuel Ryder 
Academy 

Won 15 - 10 Won 60 - 0 Won 65 - 5 Won 35 - 5 

Sandringham 
School 

Won 70 – 5  Lost 45 – 25  Won 35 – 10  No Game 

Verulam School  Drew 20 - 20 Drew 15 – 15 Drew 10 – 10  Won 24 – 12  

 
Year 7 Rugby Season review: 
The boys have trained and played so well this 
season, showing amazing improvements in 
running lines, defensive shape, tackling and 
rucking. They have been an absolute 
pleasure to coach. 
Big things to come for this group of boys and 
a special mention to the boys not in this 
picture as Rugby is a squad game. With 26 
coming out for training every week, there are 
much bigger things to come in the new year. 
 
Have a great Christmas, boys! 
Mr. Howard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 8 Rugby Season review: 
An excellent season for these boys. After no 
rugby last year, they have made brilliant steps 
forward in becoming a solid rugby unit. The 
loss against Sandringham doesn’t diminish 
what an excellent season they have had. The 
boys have trained twice a week since 
September and have loved every minute. 
 
A great season, well done boys! 
Mr. Snaylam  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 Rugby Season review: 
The boys look disappointed in this photo after letting a 10-0 lead slip to a final score of 10-10, but 
they really shouldn’t be. 
It has been an unbelievable season of rugby for this group with fantastic improvements made 
every week. They have only lost 1 game all season and within this county that is an amazing 
achievement. 
 
Keep up the great work boys, have a great Christmas! 
Mr. Battersby and Mr. Parkin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 10 Rugby Season review: 
With no school rugby since year 8 it was always going to be interesting to see who would turn out 
to play this year.  In the event, I could not have been more surprised or proud of the consistent 
numbers week in, week out. 
However, I have been even more impressed with the willingness to listen and improve and it has 
been this quality that has seen the team go from strength to strength. 
Our results from the season (Played 7 - Won 5 - Lost 2. Scored 130pts - Conceded 132pts): 
I can only finish by thanking the boys for the 3 years of Rugby I have had with them and wish them 
luck if they try to break into the Senior Rugby Team next year! 
 
Mr Bloxham 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hockey Result 
The U15 Hockey team played Parmiters in the County League Hockey. Our team were comprised 
of Year 9 and 10 students who displayed some excellent stickwork and made some good 
breaks up the field but unfortunately could not quite convert their effort into goals.  
Final result Parmiters 5 - SJL 0. Ria Anderson was named players’ player of the match. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Netball Year 9 v Loreto 
The Year 9 Team played Loreto in the District league on Thursday. They took an early lead which 
they maintained throughout the game. As a team they played exceptionally with great spacing on 
court and lovely weight and timing to their passes. Both attacking and defensive players were 
effective in turning the ball over and contributing to the 
result.  A real team effort. Final result 27- 3 to SJL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 7B v Sandringham 
The Year 7B team had their first game for a while and faced a solid team from Sandringham. Their 
passing and movement up the court developed throughout the game but despite their best efforts 
they could not convert attacking plays into goals.  Final result Sandringham 12 -SJL 2 
 
Year 8 Netball vs Roundwood  
Last week the Year 8 netball team played a friendly against Roundwood Park School. Taking an 
early lead SJL manage to go 5-2 up by the end of the first quarter with some great movement 
around the court. This lead continued throughout the rest of the game, with some lovely 
interceptions and amazing shooting to bring the final result to SJL 18-2 RPS. Congratulations to 
Lydia who was nominated players’ player. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM HERTS CONSTABULARY 
 
Hertfordshire Constabulary in currently conducting a county wide operation in order to ensure 
members of the public are aware of the current laws associated with the use of E-Scooters. 
As E-Scooters are proving quite popular and are sure to be on many young people wish list for 
Christmas, we would be grateful if you would share the following information with parents and the 
school community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



CROFT FARM  
 
A reminder that our friends at Croft Farm will be selling non-drop trees from 4ft - 9ft throughout the 
festive period, opening on 27 November until they sell out!  
 
Pop along to see them or phone for more details (01582 832071). Orders for larger trees can be 
taken in advance, and trees can be reserved for later collection. 
 
Their cafe, 'The Willow Trees' (an easy Christmassy walk from Harpenden) will also be open for 
warming drinks and cheerful cakes across the weekends of the 27th/28th, 4/5th 11/12th. 
Croft farm, Leasey Bridge Lane, Wheathampstead, AL4 8HP 
 
 

Student competitions 

Schools competition: how do we make social video platforms kinder? Entries open for FT competition with Ofcom. 

Deadline 30 January 2022. 

 

• How do we improve learning? Young people aged 16-19 invited to enter the 2022 Financial Times/World 

Bank contest. Details here. Deadline January 31 2022 

• Calling all teenagers: could you write an article for the FT? Our annual young financial journalist of the year 

competition with LIBF offers cash prizes and more. Deadline 18 March 2022. 
  

 

 

THE SMALLPEICE TRUST - NEWSFLASH  

 

 

ENGINEERING COURSES - BOOK NOW 

Engineers help to change the world and solve many of the challenges facing humanity. Our engineering 

courses show young people which engineering careers are available to them and give a glimpse of life as an 

engineer, with hands-on projects and insights from industry experts and academics. 

 

For 2022, we are offering a mixture of residential, in-person and online courses. Our courses all include hands-

on activities and working in teams with like-minded young people to understand the real-life impact engineers 

make. 

 

https://click.newsletters.ft.com/f/content-3105efd3-5f49-43b1-bd8d-6ddb4f62313c/svkhc2OQtsMzlRnpYHgu4w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjkDn1P0SPaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnQuY29tL2NvbnRlbnQvMzEwNWVmZDMtNWY0OS00M2IxLWJkOGQtNmRkYjRmNjIzMTNjP2VtYWlsSWQ9NjFhNjU4YTM0NjY1MzYwMDA0NzA1YzBmJnNlZ21lbnRJZD0zMTdkZDg4NS1hMDFjLTVhZTgtZTk5NC00N2JkY2FiNmRmODVXCGZpbnRpbWVzQgphjP20rWEOT3caUhllYnJpbmluZ0BzamwuaGVydHMuc2NoLnVrWAQAAAAA
https://click.newsletters.ft.com/f/content-3105efd3-5f49-43b1-bd8d-6ddb4f62313c/svkhc2OQtsMzlRnpYHgu4w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjkDn1P0SPaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnQuY29tL2NvbnRlbnQvMzEwNWVmZDMtNWY0OS00M2IxLWJkOGQtNmRkYjRmNjIzMTNjP2VtYWlsSWQ9NjFhNjU4YTM0NjY1MzYwMDA0NzA1YzBmJnNlZ21lbnRJZD0zMTdkZDg4NS1hMDFjLTVhZTgtZTk5NC00N2JkY2FiNmRmODVXCGZpbnRpbWVzQgphjP20rWEOT3caUhllYnJpbmluZ0BzamwuaGVydHMuc2NoLnVrWAQAAAAA
https://click.newsletters.ft.com/f/a/AG_-dp39I0gD3Y13FoiJBQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjkDn1P0RvaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnQuY29tL2xlYXJuaW5nYmxvZz9lbWFpbElkPTYxYTY1OGEzNDY2NTM2MDAwNDcwNWMwZiZzZWdtZW50SWQ9MzE3ZGQ4ODUtYTAxYy01YWU4LWU5OTQtNDdiZGNhYjZkZjg1VwhmaW50aW1lc0IKYYz9tK1hDk93GlIZZWJyaW5pbmdAc2psLmhlcnRzLnNjaC51a1gEAAAAAA~~
https://click.newsletters.ft.com/f/a/AG_-dp39I0gD3Y13FoiJBQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjkDn1P0RvaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnQuY29tL2xlYXJuaW5nYmxvZz9lbWFpbElkPTYxYTY1OGEzNDY2NTM2MDAwNDcwNWMwZiZzZWdtZW50SWQ9MzE3ZGQ4ODUtYTAxYy01YWU4LWU5OTQtNDdiZGNhYjZkZjg1VwhmaW50aW1lc0IKYYz9tK1hDk93GlIZZWJyaW5pbmdAc2psLmhlcnRzLnNjaC51a1gEAAAAAA~~
https://click.newsletters.ft.com/f/content-70a62812-4a05-4d8b-b452-d0a5fd3b3107/1opkOo2SZtR7gV9X8kOFKg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjkDn1P0SPaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnQuY29tL2NvbnRlbnQvNzBhNjI4MTItNGEwNS00ZDhiLWI0NTItZDBhNWZkM2IzMTA3P2VtYWlsSWQ9NjFhNjU4YTM0NjY1MzYwMDA0NzA1YzBmJnNlZ21lbnRJZD0zMTdkZDg4NS1hMDFjLTVhZTgtZTk5NC00N2JkY2FiNmRmODVXCGZpbnRpbWVzQgphjP20rWEOT3caUhllYnJpbmluZ0BzamwuaGVydHMuc2NoLnVrWAQAAAAA
https://click.newsletters.ft.com/f/content-70a62812-4a05-4d8b-b452-d0a5fd3b3107/1opkOo2SZtR7gV9X8kOFKg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjkDn1P0SPaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnQuY29tL2NvbnRlbnQvNzBhNjI4MTItNGEwNS00ZDhiLWI0NTItZDBhNWZkM2IzMTA3P2VtYWlsSWQ9NjFhNjU4YTM0NjY1MzYwMDA0NzA1YzBmJnNlZ21lbnRJZD0zMTdkZDg4NS1hMDFjLTVhZTgtZTk5NC00N2JkY2FiNmRmODVXCGZpbnRpbWVzQgphjP20rWEOT3caUhllYnJpbmluZ0BzamwuaGVydHMuc2NoLnVrWAQAAAAA
https://click.newsletters.ft.com/f/content-3105efd3-5f49-43b1-bd8d-6ddb4f62313c/svkhc2OQtsMzlRnpYHgu4w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjkDn1P0SPaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnQuY29tL2NvbnRlbnQvMzEwNWVmZDMtNWY0OS00M2IxLWJkOGQtNmRkYjRmNjIzMTNjP2VtYWlsSWQ9NjFhNjU4YTM0NjY1MzYwMDA0NzA1YzBmJnNlZ21lbnRJZD0zMTdkZDg4NS1hMDFjLTVhZTgtZTk5NC00N2JkY2FiNmRmODVXCGZpbnRpbWVzQgphjP20rWEOT3caUhllYnJpbmluZ0BzamwuaGVydHMuc2NoLnVrWAQAAAAA


 

Lots of courses to choose from in 2022! 

 

From sustainable housing and micro computing to artificial intelligence and aerospace, our courses cover a 

variety of subjects from Year 8 to Year 12.  

Courses are tailored to different age groups, and either give an overview of the broader areas within 

engineering or look in more detail at specific disciplines. The first ten courses are now live and available to 

book. 

 

 

Click for Momentum Courses (Years 10 - 12)  

 

 

BOOK NOW 

Places on our courses are limited, so we encourage you to book now to secure your place. Gain experience, 

explore your options and enhance your CV and UCAS application form by attending one of our courses. 

 

 

Click for course timetable  

 

 

If you have any questions, please contact us on 01926 333200 or email info@smallpeicetrust.org.uk 

  

 

Important Update: Summer Career 

Experiences  
 

 

 

Updates on availability and December early-bird offer  

 

 

  

https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=e9bc41ebf7&e=9578a3bb2b
https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=75a2294305&e=9578a3bb2b
mailto:info@smallpeicetrust.org.uk?subject=Question%20about%20engineering%20courses
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=17f1343e78&e=1b83951592


 

 

Shadow doctors in a hospital. Explore a supercar with Formula 1 Engineers. Trade the stock market 

against investment bankers... 

 

We write to provide you with two important updates for students wanting to attend our immersive 

summer career experiences in London next year: 

 

1) The Young Doctor, Young Engineer and Young Investment Banker Summer Experiences are already 

more than 50% full so interested students should register as soon as possible. 

 

2) The early-bird discount offer of 15% off all summer experiences will end on 31st Dec. Students 

can use the code SUMMER15 at checkout to benefit. 

  

 

Please share this email with relevant students and parents; they can 

click below to view all summer experiences and register now. You can 

access a PDF of this email here.  

 

 

 

 

VIEW ALL: AGES 15-18  

 

  

VIEW ALL: AGES 12-14  

 

  

 

 

Christmas Careers Content  
 

  

 

We are delighted to offer your students a free Christmas gift, which can help guide them on their 

journey to a successful career. Our elves have been working hard behind the scenes to compile a 

careers-themed advent calendar: 12 Days of Industry Insights!  

 

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ebcbf05b8&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=2eb4116f1c&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=cdb480427b&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=6c093f7a01&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=7f4c32af4e&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=f14a0b1133&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=f3d81c27bd&e=1b83951592


 

The calendar is packed with helpful hints, worksheets, resources and advice from leading 

professionals across 12 different industries, tailor-made for students aged 12-18.   
 

 

View Content Now  

 

 
 

 
Mentoring Scheme 2022 
FOR PUPILS IN YEAR 12 OR 13 WHO LIKE TO SING!  
 
The Music Makers Choir of Harpenden is inviting keen young 
singers to join them for a few terms – or even a year or 

two.  You would be placed with an experienced singer in the relevant voice section, and benefit 
from the opportunity to sing in their chamber choir of around 40 members, under the leadership of 
music director Olivia Tait.  Olivia has extensive experience in working with young singers: as 
conducting fellow of St Martin-in-the-Fields, Genesis Sixteen conducting scholar and assistant 
with the English National Opera Baylis Team. Graduating from the Royal Academy of Music in 
2021, she has also deputized as conductor of the Junior Academy choir and holds choral 
workshops in schools around the UK. Olivia would plan to give individual and group coaching in 
the course of your time with Music Makers, with the opportunity for concert solos. The expectation 
is that you would commit to regular attendance at Wednesday rehearsals (8.00 – 9.45 pm) in term-
time, starting from 12 January 2022, and be available for concerts, usually three a year. If you 
would like to apply for this exciting opportunity to sing in an experienced chamber choir in 
Harpenden, please contact Mentoring Lead, Penny Turnbull on 01582 766824 / 07816 031714, or 
e-mail turn17sal@aol.com, for further details.  
Visit our website to find out more about us. http://musicmakerschoir.wordpress.com  

 
CAMBRIDGE PHYSICS CENTRE LECTURES  

 

 

 

 

This lecture will be a webinar hosted on the Isaac Physics website, which will be accessible to all.   

Links to this and future lectures can be found below, and more information can be found on the 

CPC webpage. 

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=d1d3bf6283&e=1b83951592
http://musicmakerschoir.wordpress.com/
https://outreach.phy.cam.ac.uk/programme/cpc


2021 Title & Link to Online 

Lectures 

Lecturer 

Thursday December 9th Modern Radiotherapy Dr Liam Stubbington, 

Clinical Scientist, The 

Ipswich Hospital NHS Trust  

2022 
    

Thursday January 20th High Power Laser Photonics  Prof Bill O’Neill, 

Department of Engineering, 

University of Cambridge 

Tuesday February 22nd Why infrastructure matters 

and how data helps us to 

deliver better services from 

infrastructure  

Dr Jennifer Schooling, 

Department of Engineering, 

University of Cambridge 

Tuesday March 22nd  Exoplanetary Atmospheres: 

 Planetary processes, origins, 

and the search for life 

elsewhere 

Dr Nikkhu Madhusudhan, 

Institute of Astronomy, 

University of Cambridge 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#december
https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#january
https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#february
https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#february
https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#february
https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#february
https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#march
https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#march
https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#march
https://isaacphysics.org/pages/cpc_2021_2022?stage=all#march


VACCINE CLINIC 
 
We have been asked by Dr 
Husain Khaki (GP Partner at 
Manor View Practice, Bushey 
and Watford) to share the 
following information.  If you 
have any queries please call 
07912350387. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


