
Newsletter No 808 – 21 January 2022  
 
It has been another busy week at SJL and a time in the term where students begin to think about 
their future.  I would like to thank all staff who were involved in the organisation and running of the 
Sixth Form Open Evening and the Year 9 Options Evening.  Advice and guidance are key when 
thinking about the exciting yet sometimes daunting next steps on the educational ladder.  We wish 
all students concerned the very best of luck with the process and would encourage them to let us 
know if they need any further guidance or support. 
 
I would like to commend the Year 13 students for the way they have approached their mock exams 
and the staff that have supported them through the process.  The students have been working 
diligently and we look forward to seeing this translate into successes through the summer exams. 
 
On the subject of success, you will also read below about the achievements of some of our keen 
musicians.  It is good to see that the proud musical tradition of SJL is alive and well.  Congratulations 
to all those who have achieved a qualification, I am sure we will enjoy listening to their vocal or 
instrumental performances on many occasions over the coming years. 
 
We have written to you this week regarding the change in government guidance and the changes in 
school protocols with the end of ‘Plan B’.  Once we have further confirmation from the DfE we will 
be back in contact with you.  Hopefully this is a positive sign for the next few months but in the 
meantime, please continue to test twice a week and isolate if displaying any symptoms. 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  
 
Max Bollen 8K 
Maya Bradbury 8H 
Zachary Bullock 8K 
Alexandra Crowe 8A 

Liv Louis 8R 
Arahn Naseem 7K 
Louise Pattison 8L 
Evie Rose 8H 

Chloe Sharp 8H 
Clara Trevor 8B 
 

 
Congratulations to the following students who recently passed music and drama exams: 
 

• Louise Pattison - Grade 3 piano 
• Toby Brett - Trinity Rock and Pop Grade 8 Drum exam with Merit 
• Izzy Falconer - Grade 4 Singing with Merit – Izzy has also been made Head Chorister of the 

girls’ choir at St Nicholas 
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• Edward Halkett - LAMDA Grade Six Drama Exam with Merit 
• Ella Montgomery - Grade 5 Singing with Distinction 

 
CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION  
 
Congratulations to the following students whose entries to the national ‘Empowered’ poetry 
competition have been chosen for publication, and who have the chance of being named an 
‘Overall Winner’: 
 
Arjan Saini 
Lula Morfitt 
Rahman Balogun 
Siena Murphy 
Agnes Levitt 

Loriel Edubatey 
Lauren Antcliff 
Sophie Sutton 
Kale Muir 
Louise Pattison 

Charm Kirk 
Ella Condon 
Joe Crocker 

 
There is still time to enter the Harpenden Society’s ‘Tell Me a Story’ creative writing competition. 
Topics to choose from include: 

• What initiatives should the local community and schools be doing to reduce the impact of 
climate change? 

• How would you survive being washed up on a desert island? 
• A fictitious story on a subject of your own choosing. 
• How you would like to see Harpenden 10 years from now. 

 
Entries should be submitted to cherbert@sjl.herts.sch.uk. Entries should be no more than 1500 
words, and non-fiction work must include sources and references. The deadline for entries is 
midday on Friday 4th February. 
 
Look out for other creative writing competitions this term, as well as the return of the Poetry by 
Heart poetry recitation competition! 
 
Good luck! - Mr Herbert 
 
TRAFFIC CONGESTION AROUND THE SCHOOL SITE 
 
Please help us to keep the children and young people safe!  
As many of you will be aware, at the beginning and end of the school day, Manland Way and 
Sauncey Avenue become very congested with parents dropping off and picking up their children.  
At these particularly busy times, we ask parents/carers to please drop-off and collect your children 
a short distance away from school so that you do not have to drive down Manland Way or 
Sauncey Avenue.   
 
When visiting the school for events, parents are respectfully reminded to park in a considerate 
manner, i.e., not across neighbouring driveways or in a way that might obstruct the flow of traffic 
around the site.  We do receive complaints from our neighbours about inconsiderate driving, idling 
and parking in the area and would therefore greatly appreciate your support in this matter. 
 
Note: Parents/carers are strictly forbidden from driving onto the school site unless they have 
express permission to do so.  
 
COVID VACCINATIONS 
 
The Harpenden Vaccination Centre has asked us to share the following information with 
parents/carers/students: 
 
The Harpenden Vaccination Centre is a local GP-led vaccination site, which is not available for 
booking on the central NHS system. Patients registered with the 3 local GPs should have received 
a text message to enable them to book an appointment. We will accept walk-ins whenever we are 
open for any patients eligible for their vaccination, including those not registered with a local 
surgery.  
 
Our next vaccination clinics are: 
 
Saturday 22nd January - 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Thursday 27th January - 2:30pm to 5:30pm 
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Thursday 3rd February - 2:30pm to 5:30pm 
 
Vaccinations available: 
12yrs+ First dose 
12yrs+ Second dose if 12 weeks after First dose date 
16yrs+ Booster dose if 3 months after Second dose date 
 
If a child under 18yrs has tested positive for COVID-19 they need to wait 12 weeks after the 
positive PCR test. If they have any COVID-19 symptoms or feeling unwell, please do not come for 
vaccination. Parents are encouraged to attend with their child, but is not essential. More 
information can be found here: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/consent-to-treatment/children/ 
 
If you need assistance with booking an appointment or have any queries please contact us via 
email or telephone. 
 
Harpenden Vaccination Centre, Harpenden Public Halls, Southdown Road Harpenden AL5 1TE 
 
PARENTAL GUIDANCE RE ONLINE SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
 
The things I wish my parents had known…about online sexual harassment (Children's 
Commissioner) 
 
The Children's Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza DBE, has recently published a guidance 
document for parents helping to support them to understand online sexual harassment. It is a 
sensitive topic, and not one all parents feel comfortable discussing with their children. 
The commissioner's team brought together a group of 16 - 21 year olds and asked them talk about 
what they think parents should know, and what they should say to their children when talking 
about sexualised bullying and the pressures of growing up online.  
Key advice from the young adults in the focus groups included:  

• Start conversations early, before your child gets a phone or social media account. Keep 
the conversation going over time, adapting to your child.  

• Young people want their parents to learn about new technology and trends, including risky 
behaviours and dangerous spaces online.  

• Create a safe and trusting home environment. Young people told us the home environment 
is key, they want to share things with their parents but don’t always feel able.  

The report and poster 'The things I wish my parents had known…' can be downloaded here: 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/report/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-
harassment-a-guide-for-parents/ 

 
GCSE ART AND TEXTILES 
 
GCSE Art and Textiles work from summer 2021’s Y11 exhibitions is now coming down from 
display and is available to be collected. All 2021 work will need to be collected by end of February 
at the very latest as we are making room for our 2022 GCSE and A Level Exhibitions.   
 
A Level Art Graphics Photography and Textiles 
 
A Level Work from our 2021 summer exhibitions is now being taken down, if you are one of the 
students who has not collected your work from last year, you will need to have done so by the end 
of February at the latest as we are making room for this year’s exhibitions 
 
Marc Higgins 
 
ECO SCHOOLS TIP OF THE WEEK 
 
Donate or sell you unwanted Christmas gifts! Still have unwanted gifts hanging around the 
house? Donate them to a charity or a foodbank for cosmetic items. Or alternatively sell them on. 
 
MUSIC TOUR 2022 to EDINBURGH 
 
We are delighted to be able to finally launch the 2022 Music Tour. We will be travelling to 
Edinburgh in the final week of the academic year and performing concerts in and around the area. 
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The tour is open to any students currently 
participating in a main music ensemble. Places are 
limited and awarded based on attendance at co-
curricular groups and ensembles.  
 
Letters will be going out to students who were on a 
register for the Autumn Term by Monday 24th January. 
If you think you should have received an invitation, 
please contact Miss Gillot asap to check 
lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
 
YEAR 9 SHOWCASE – MONDAY 24TH JANUARY 
 
Please join the Year 9 musicians for their showcase 
this coming Monday. Details on the poster by Eva 
Gordon (Yr9).  
Students performing should be back at school at 6pm 
for a sound check wearing school uniform. 
Any further questions, please contact Miss Gillot 
lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
 
TRY A BRASS INSTRUMENT!!!  
 
Following the success of our Yr 7 Try an Instrument 
scheme last term our focus is now on brass 
instruments! Following Mr Fisher and Mr Tees leaving 
us for new projects, we have been extremely pleased 
to welcome Mr Rory Ingham (trombone) and Ms 
Rebecca Toal (trumpet) to our large peripatetic team 
at SJL. They are very keen to get more of you playing brass instruments and would welcome 
anyone who would like to have a free taster lesson on the trumpet or trombone! This is open to 
years 7,8 and 9 so please get in touch with Mrs Hastings-Clarke if you would like to sign up for a 
taster lesson!  
 
For inspiration please see the below YouTube links. The trumpet and trombone are very versatile 
instruments which can play in so many genres of music – Classical, Jazz, Pop, Reggae etc! All the 
SJL bands have brass sections too so please just ask if you would like to experience more of these 
instruments if you are unfamiliar with them!  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUZYoVw7moc (Alison Balsom playing Haydn’s Trumpet 
Concerto) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4i1KcqWikY (‘Sweet Louisiana’ trombone solo from 1’26”) 
 
Please contact me with any questions!  
 
Mrs Hastings-Clarke (ehastings-clarke@sjl.herts.sch.uk ) 
 
SENIOR READING GROUP / BIG CHALLENGE  
 
Senior Reading Group Update 
On Tuesday we had a good turnout for Senior Reading Group, who discussed the books, The Kite 
Runner and Breasts and Eggs.  There was an animated discussion on the ending of The Kite 
Runner, which students were not expecting.  We also discussed gender roles, body image and 
parent/child relationships in both books.  The group chose the next two books to read: Loveless 
by Alice Oseman and The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett.  The next meeting will be on 17th March 
at 1pm. 
 
Big Challenge Update 
The following students have already completed 10 books on the Big Challenge reading scheme 
which started this month.  Congratulations and Ace Cards go to: 
 

• Amos Lo 

• Ellie Finch 
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• Liv Louis 

We are still able to sign up anyone who hasn’t put their name down for Big Challenge so far, and if 
your child would like to earn Ace Cards, then remind them to come to the library to join in. 
 
‘JANE EYRE’ TRANSLATION COMPETITION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Like many other books, Charlotte Brontë’s ‘Jane Eyre’ does not exist only in English. It has been 
translated hundreds of times, by hundreds of translators, into more than fifty languages. Each time, 
things change! 
 
Who is this competition for? 
The ‘Jane Eyre’ translation competition is intended as a celebration of all languages spoken in 
homes and taught in schools across the UK. Any student who speaks another language, to any 
level of fluency, is invited to enter the competition. 
 
What is the competition task? 
Students are asked to produce a poem in another language inspired by a selected passage from 
the novel Jane Eyre. Up to 100 entries to the competition will be published in a printed anthology, 
which will also be made available online. 
 
The competition guidelines and selected passages are available on this webpage. The competition 
is not designed to be a test of grammar or vocabulary, but how students can reimagine the 
selected passage from Jane Eyre in a different language.  
 
What support materials are available?  
Our webpages include lots of resources to introduce Jane Eyre which are suitable for all students.  
 
We have also collected some support materials related to the competition passages, including 
examples of how these have been reimagined as Comic Strips/Manga and a handout on how to 
turn prose writing into a poem.  
 
Finally, we have independent study worksheets for students aimed at Key Stages 3-5 for Arabic, 
French, Polish, Spanish.    
 
When is the deadline? 
The deadline for entries to the competition is 1 March 2022. Entries can be submitted via this entry 
form.  
 
See https://youtu.be/c9AgOc-NF0w for more discussion of the competition. Good luck! 
 
'QUANTUM ON THE CLOCK' VIDEO COMPETITION 

And your three minutes start... now! Physicist Richard 
Feynman once said "I can safely say that nobody really 
understands quantum mechanics" - can you help us 
prove him wrong? The Institute of Physics QQQ group 
'Quantum on the Clock' competition challenges UK 
students to create a three-minute video about any 
aspect of quantum science or technology. Entries can 
be individual or in teams of up to four students, and 

there are loads of prizes up for grabs. Find out more on the competition webpage: Quantum on the 
Clock or watch the video summary. Entries close on 31 March. 
 
Mrs Brining 
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CAIUS SCHOOLS 
 
SJL is linked to Cambridge college Gonville & 
Caius. The college continues to upload new 
and exciting content regularly to its Caius 
Schools YouTube channel. Students can 
subscribe to the channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/caiusschools 
 
Mrs Brining 
 
YEAR 10 ‘FOOTSTEPS TO YOUR FUTURE’ FUNDRAISING 
 
 Throughout December the Year 10 ‘Footsteps’ team 
worked on creating festive treats to see to staff and 
students in order to raise money for their chosen charity of 
UNICEF. This year we sold reindeer hot chocolates, sweet 
and glitter baubles and reindeer sweet jars.  
We are delighted to share that we raised £169.70 for 
UNICEF and wanted to thanks staff and students for their 
support in raising this fantastic amount. 
 
Miss Fraser and The Footsteps to Your Future Team 
 
COMPUTING DEPARTMENT: ALUMNI VISIT 
 
On Monday 17th January, two SJL alumni returned to school to speak to our Year 11 and 12 
Computer Science students. 
 
Hugo, who gained a First-Class degree in Video Games Development at Birmingham City 
University, is now working as a software engineer for independent games studio Ballistic Moon. 
They discussed how their A Level studies at SJL had provided a strong foundation for what they 
had gone on to study at university, an example being an understanding of object-oriented 
programming which allowed for their swift adaptation to the programming required for games 
development. A nice touch was Hugo’s side-by-side screenshots of their A Level coursework from 
2019 and a game they had coded in 2021, showing how far their skills had developed in just two 
years: 

 
Hugo also had some useful advice for students, saying that they should “experiment – nothing will 
be perfect to begin with” and “pursue what you love and find a job that fits”.  
 
We then heard from Matt, who studies Cybersecurity and Forensic Computing at the University of 
Portsmouth and is currently completing a technology internship at IBM. Matt spoke about his 
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enthusiasm for coding in Python at school and how he enjoyed building upon this in his own time, 
taking on a range of personal projects, such as setting up his Raspberry Pi for gaming, and 
removing telemetry from Windows 10 to improve its performance. Matt then discussed how he 
took advantage of the extracurricular opportunities provided at university, getting involved with 
“Capture the Flag” competitions and joining the Ethical Hacking Society. We were particularly 
impressed to hear that Matt was employed by the university as a research assistant whilst still in 
his second year, and we enjoyed seeing screenshots of research papers bearing his name: 
 

 
 
Like Hugo, Matt reflected on his A Level studies at SJL, and commented that some of the 
algorithms he had learnt about then are ones that he now uses most days. His advice to our 
students was that “the best way to learn with programming and technology is just to play around 
with it” and that “personal projects are so important”.  
 
We are immensely impressed with how far Hugo and Matt have come in the 2.5 years since they 
left SJL, and are looking forward to hearing about what comes next for them both. The students 
who attended the event had the following reflections: 
 
“I found it quite inspiring to know how much Hugo and Matt had achieved in the space of two 
years. It's crazy how advanced they have become and I hope to go that far as well” – Jamie (Year 
11) 
 
“I learnt what my opportunities in Computer Science are and that I should practise my 
programming to get a good career” – Kai (Year 11) 
 
“I found the event interesting as it showed everyone how you don’t need to be the top 1% to get 
into a job you enjoy. In addition, Hugo and Matt demonstrated the importance of self-motivated 
projects” – Adam (Year 12) 
 
We would love to run more alumni events in the future, so if anyone reading has any contact with 
former SJL students who are now working in computing, please ask them to contact 
sscott@sjl.herts.sch.uk for more details. 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 24/01 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday Friday Night 
Football  

Vs 
Roundwood  

(Away) 

Football  
Vs 

Roundwood  
(Home 

9am KO) 

Football  
Vs 

Roundwood  
(Away  

9am KO) 

Football  
Vs 

Roundwood  
(Away  

9am KO) 

 

Monday      
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Tuesday      

Wednesday  
INSET DAY 

 

 
INSET DAY 

 

 
INSET DAY 

 

 
INSET DAY 

 

 
INSET DAY 

 

Thursday Netball 
Friendly  

Vs 
KWS 

(Away) 

    

Friday    County Cup 
Football  

Vs 
St Michaels 

(Away)  

 

Saturday Football 
Vs 

Enfield 
Grammar 

(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

Enfield 
Grammar 

(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

Enfield 
Grammar 

(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

Enfield 
Grammar 

(TBC) 

 

 
Saturday Morning Results: FOOTBALL 

Opponent Year 9  Year 10  Year 11  

St Albans Boys 
School 

3 – 5 LOSS 12 – 2 WIN 7-5 WIN  

 
 
A goal fest of games in the thick fog against STABS on Saturday! Additionally, the Year 11 team 
played a friendly too and shared a blockbuster performance with their counterparts in one of the 
most thrilling games you’ll see at schoolboy level.  
 
They found themselves 4-0 down, then 5-1 down before producing a comeback that will live long 
in the memory, eventually coming out 7-5 winners! Goals scored by Clarke (2), Mouatassem (2), 
Hollier, Sanzo-Garcia and Sangers-Gibbons  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 10 Netball  
On the 12th of January, the year 10 netball team played Nicholas Breakspear. The first quarter 
ended with a feisty 9-0 lead to SJL. The second quarter consisted of better netball with us playing 
better as a team with an end score of 19-0 to SJL. In the third quarter the game was more 
aggressive but our fast flowing attacking play was too much and SJL continued to dominate 
extending the lead to 26-0. In the final quarter, SJL changed positions and continued to play well 
resulting in 27 - 0.  
Congratulation to Ria A who was nominated as players’ player.  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 Netball 
Both the A&B team had an opportunity to play a “friendly” against local rivals St Georges last 
week. In the end it was honours even with the scores as below: 
 
A Team: WON 9 – 6  
B Team: LOST 11 – 1  
 
Year 8 Netball League 
It was a fast and furious game which was very even until the end of the 3rd quarter with the score 8 
- 6 to SJL. In the final quarter we managed to drive forward more frequently with better finishing of 
our plays to finish the game: 
 
WON 13 – 7  
 
SMALLPIECE TRUST 2022 ENGINEERING COURSES 
 
Timetable 
At The Smallpeice Trust, we want to fuel young people’s passion for engineering. click here to view 
the timetable for the latest availability. 
 
Sustainable Community Competition 

 
 
Follow this link for information on how to enter. 
 

 
 
Follow this link for further details 
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JANUARY AT GRESHAM COLLEGE 

Explore and register for all our January lectures via this link; as well as in person, you can watch 
online (live or afterwards).  
 
WATCH NOW 
Catch up with our past lectures here: Watch now (no registration)  
 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/schools?mc_cid=6ee79d721b&mc_eid=b8f26bb82d
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