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The dedication of our students to 
environmental issues always 
impresses me!  On Wednesday, 
when many of their peers were 
enjoying a day away from school, 
members of our Climate Action 
Group (pictured) attended the 
University of Bedfordshire’s KS3 
Student Climate Summit, where they 
were able to hear from a variety of 
presenters, and visit displays, which 
I am sure will have given them even 
more great ideas for us to use in 
school.  Thank you to Mrs Brazier 
and the students for giving up their 
time for this important cause – we 

look forward to hearing their responses! 
 
As you will have seen from our social media accounts, on Wednesday staff used some of their INSET 
time to focus on how we can support SJL students with their mental health.  We were very grateful 
to Mrs Wright and Mrs Haydon and to the rest of the mental health support team at SJL for leading 
this vital work.  The pandemic has certainly led to an increase in students and parents raising 
concerns with us, and we have posters and information about how to find help or guidance around 
the school, as well as on our website at www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/2110/student-mental-health .  It is 
important that young people are helped to develop resilience in the face of life’s normal stresses and 
challenges, but where extra support is needed, we always try to make sure that students receive it. 
 
Speaking of the pandemic (and one day we won’t have to!), a quick update on the position regarding 
masks in school, now we have emerged from Plan B.  Masks are no longer mandatory in communal 
areas, although we would encourage students to wear them if possible as Covid rates are still quite 
high locally.  Nevertheless, students will still need to have a mask with them in school as they 
will remain compulsory for assemblies and in some lessons where staff and students have to work 
closely together.  Please be aware that the advice on ventilation remains in place and so students 
should keep wearing warm clothes to school until the warmer weather arrives.   
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 
 

 
 
Claire Robins                 
 
PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION 
 
We are pleased to announce that James Robertson has been elected as our new Parent Governor 
following the recent election.  Our grateful thanks to those who put themselves forward for 
nomination and to everyone who sent in their vote.    
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LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  
 
Emily Jacques 8K 
Sophie Kilcoyne 9B 
Eva King 10N 
Charm Kirk 8R 

Felix Lappas 9A 
Ben Maheson 9H 
Ash Vanerp-Lee 8L 

 
ANNUAL APPRENTICESHIPS WEEK 
 
The 15th annual apprenticeships week will take place between 7th-13th February 2022. SLJ will 
be hosting an Apprenticeship Evening on 16th March (more details to follow) 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 
 
We have a display in the library to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day on 27th January. Our Books of the Week are 
also themed around HMD – Once by Morris Gleitzman 
and the Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris. 
 
WINTER OLYMPICS SWEETSTAKES COMPETITION 
The Winter Olympics is running from the 4th – 20th 
February and students can come to the library from 
Monday 31st January to enter our sweetstakes for 
opportunities to win prizes. 
 
 
 

 
 

MUSIC NEWS 
 
Please be aware of these upcoming concerts in Music and put them in your diaries if relevant! 
More details will follow.  
 
SET Trust Concert @ Alban Arena 
Monday 7th March. 
Groups involved: Concert Band & Chamber Choir 
Students will be out of lessons for rehearsals on the day at the Alban Arena from Periods 4 – 6.  
Concert in the evening starts at 7pm. Tickets will be available soon. 
 
Harpenden Schools Spring Festival @ the new Eric Morecombe Centre 
Tuesday 15th March  
Groups involved: Concert Band  
Students will be out of lessons Period 1 – 4 rehearsing at the EMC. 
Concert in the evening starts at 7pm. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Miss Gillot lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
 
Try a Brass instrument!!!  
Following the success of our Yr 7 Try an Instrument scheme last term our focus is now on brass 
instruments until half term! Following Mr Fisher and Mr Tees leaving us for new projects, we have 
been extremely pleased to welcome Mr Rory Ingham (trombone) and Ms Rebecca Toal (trumpet) to 
our large peripatetic team at SJL. They are very keen to get more of you playing brass instruments 
and would welcome anyone who would like to have a free taster lesson on the trumpet or 
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trombone! This is open to years 7,8 and 9 so please get in touch with Mrs Hastings-Clarke if you 
would like to sign up for a taster lesson!  
 
For inspiration please see the below YouTube links. The trumpet and trombone are very versatile 
instruments which can play in so many genres of music – Classical, Jazz, Pop, Reggae etc! All the 
SJL bands have brass sections too so please just ask if you would like to experience more of these 
instruments if you are unfamiliar with them!  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUZYoVw7moc (Alison Balsom playing Haydn’s Trumpet 
Concerto) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4i1KcqWikY (‘Sweet Louisiana’ trombone solo from 1’26”) 
 
Please contact me with any questions!  
Mrs Hastings-Clarke (ehastings-clarke@sjl.herts.sch.uk ) 
 
Competition 
If you’re aged between 5-18 and have a piece of music by a German composer that you love to 
play, you could win up to 100 GBP of Schott Music vouchers!  
This competition is aimed at young musicians who have a piece of music by a German composer 
or artist that they love to play.  No knowledge of German is necessary to apply. We also encourage 
school music departments to get involved!  
To enter, please post a video of yourself to Instagram or Twitter, using the hashtag #GoetheMusic. 
Make sure to tag the Goethe-Institut (@goetheinstitut_london for Instagram; @GI_London1 for 
Twitter) so that we can see your post!  
#CompetitionTime #MusicLovers #GermanMusic  
 
The deadline for entries is 25 February 2022.  Entries will be judged by a guest panel of star young 
musicians… 
 
Year 9 Music Showcase 

 
The Year 9 Music Showcase was a night to remember and, 
for the first performance of the year, I would say it went 
surprisingly smoothly. The acts ranged from trombone 
concertos to murder mystery themes, instruments of all 
shapes and sizes and genres from folk to 80s pop.  
 
The night started and finished with our amazing Yr 9 
ensembles playing ‘The Final Countdown’ conducted by 
Rebecca and ‘Just the Two of Us/ Careless Whisper’ medley 
sung by the extremely talented Elliot and KJ, with a nostalgic 
sax solo from Olly. The concert was stuffed full of 

showstopper acts such as Toby playing a ferociously difficult Chopin piece on the piano, Douglas 
singing ‘Electricity’ from Billy Elliot; Alex on the violin playing an ancient folk song, woodwind trios 
and duets (Millie, Rebecca, Katie, Charlotte and Alex) as we really tried to give you the best night 
imaginable.  
 
Recently in Year 9 Music we have worked on Protest Songs, four of which were showcased on the 
night. Fighting for climate change was boy band Act Now and protestors The Grettas; for an end to 
police brutality were The Police (ironically); and The Suffragettes about the right of women to feel 
safe. We created our own songs independently, we chose a topic we individually felt passionate 
about and then added a music video.  
 
Leading on from that, our amazing backstage team on the night (William, William and Nabeed) needs 
special applause for helping everything run smoothly. We served drinks and refreshments and raised 
a fair bit of money for the school charities, and our comperes Felix and Olly made sure everyone 
stayed on their toes by delivering witty puns between acts.  
 
All in all, we hope you enjoyed watching our performances. All the students supported each other in 
their performances and it was a really good environment for everyone to perform in, especially if you 
hadn’t performed in front of an audience before. Special thanks to all the teachers and staff who 
helped us practice our pieces and dealt with our manic rushing around before the show. All of year 
9 music thanks you for your support.  
Jose Year 9 
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ECO SCHOOLS TIP OF THE WEEK 
 
Refill your cosmetic bottles! There are lots of options now to stop buying cosmetics in plastic 
bottles. Companies offer a send, refill, recycle scheme for shampoos, conditions, body and hand 
wash. Or consider switching to a shampoo or body wash soap bar. An average UK family currently 
uses about 216 plastic cosmetic bottles per year! 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 24/01 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday Football 
Vs 

Enfield 
Grammar 

(Away 
9.30 KO) 

Football 
Vs 

Enfield 
Grammar 

(Home 
9.30 KO) 

Football 
Vs 

Enfield 
Grammar 

(Home 
9.30 KO) 

Football 
Vs 

Enfield 
Grammar 

(Away 
9.30 KO) 

 

Monday   District Cup 
Football 

Vs 
Sandringham 

(Home 2.45KO) 

  

Tuesday Hockey 
League  

Vs 
Queenswood 

(Away) 

Hockey 
League  

Vs 
Queenswood 

(Away) 

   

Wednesday    9 & 10 
combined 
Hockey 
League  

Vs 
Queenswood  

(Away) 

Year 11 Netball 
League  

Vs 
SRA 

(Away) 
 

Senior Netball 
Vs 

St Columba’s 
(Home) 

Thursday      

Friday      

Saturday Football 
Vs 

Beaumont  
(TBC) 

 
Herts X-
Country 
Champs 

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge  
(Selected 

Students & 
Times) 

Football 
Vs 

Beaumont  
(TBC) 

 
Herts X-
Country 
Champs 

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge  
(Selected 

Students & 
Times) 

Football 
Vs 

Beaumont  
(TBC) 

 
Herts X-
Country 
Champs 

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge  
(Selected 

Students & 
Times) 

Football 
Vs 

Beaumont  
(TBC) 

 
Herts X-
Country 
Champs 

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge  
(Selected 

Students & 
Times) 

Herts X-Country 
Champs 

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge  
(Selected 

Students & 
Times) 

 
It was no ordinary set of football fixtures this week as the boys took on local rivals Roundwood Park. 
It began with a share of the spoils on Friday night as we took a win a piece in the A & B games in a 
well-attended/spectated evening.  



 
The Saturday fixtures saw SJL take a hold over the overall results with both the Year 9s and 10s 
coming out victorious. On a difficult surface, the 9s eventually managed to string together enough 
quality to break down the stubborn RPS defence to edge a 1 – 0 win. The 10s however carried on 
their impressive form with a comfortable 4 – 2 win. Yet to lose this season, we are hoping for big 
things from this group of boys. The 8s had to settle for a 1 – 1 draw after leading and not taking 
enough of their chances to finish the game off. Bragging rights for SJL this time round… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Netball Year 7 District League 
The Year 7 Netball B team played Townsend in the District league this week. The game was fairly 
even with one goal per team in the first quarter. SJL moved the ball very effectively up the court and 
had more of the possession for the first half. Our difficulties came in getting the ball close enough to 
the goal to convert our opportunities to goals as the Townsend GK and GD were both tall and quick. 
We went in to the second half level pegging on 1-1 but a great shot from distance put SJL in the 
lead. Movement in and around the circle improved significantly in the second half as did the 
positioning from our players which enabled SJL to forge ahead to win the game 4-1. 
Well done to all players. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



  

 
Students can now register for our spring term career opportunities, which are available in 20+ 
cutting-edge industries. Students will learn directly from some of the UK's best professionals - 
doctors, forensic scientists, architects, MPs, filmmakers, engineers and more - through a series of 
live, interactive simulations which provide tailor-made, professional experience to ages 12-18. 
 
Students can choose to attend either at UCL or live online from the comfort of their own homes.  
Please follow this link for further information. 
 
MAKE THIS SUMMER COUNT! 

 

For aspiring medical students looking to super-boost their future 
career opportunities, and spend an incredible week in London this 
summer, our one- and two-week hospital work experience 
programme will tick all the boxes!  Click here for further details and to 
book a place. 
 
 

 
SUPPORT FOR ABLE STUDENTS FROM BALLIOL COLLEGE, OXFORD UNIVERSITY 

 
Year 12 Talks 
 
Our Springboard videos are designed to introduce students to a range 
of topics related to A Level and Degree Level study. Each has been 
designed and produced by our graduate students and each contain 
activities and suggestions about further There is also a live follow-up 
discussion for many of these videos. You can  register a place at one 
or more of the below discussions: 
 
Thursday 24 February 2022 4.00pm-5.00pm: Misinformation online 
and science denialism - watch Daria’s video 

Thursday 3 March 2002 4.00pm—5.00pm: Biology - Floral adaptations to animal pollinators 
- watch Ellen’s video 
Thursday 10 March 2022 4.00pm-5.00pm History of the Illustrated Press in Victorian 
Britain – watch Petros’ Video 
 
Thursday 17 March 2022 4.00-5.00pm: Classics - Theatre in Ancient Greek and Rome – watch 
Leo’s video 
Thursday 24 March 2022 4.00-5.00pm: Philosophy - Human Enhancement- introducing the 
Slippery Slope Argument  
- watch Tess’ video 
Thursday 31 March 2022 4.00-5.00pm: Antibiotic Resistance as a Global Threat to Healthcare 
- watch Lois’ video  

https://investin.org/pages/spring-term-career-programmes-15-18?mc_cid=3b31a67736&mc_eid=abff993c4a&utm_campaign=3b31a67736-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=UK%20SCHOOLS%20MASTER&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-3b31a67736-137489075
https://2020.schools-mail.co.uk/premed_projects/november21/email2.html
https://edu7.sprintsend.co.uk/b2/display.php?M=534983&C=bdfaa86d7b095f2556e571c870369176&S=50&L=24&N=20
https://www.ox.ac.uk/oxfordforEE/springboard
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=G96VzPWXk0-0uv5ouFLPkXgnyvjDKUhDj3UlTxz-fAdUQjhOTFpGMTYyRUI3WEg5QldETFczV0U3Wi4u
https://tripetto.app/run/H1LZQ6UZTR
https://tripetto.app/run/YVN6F69UMB
https://tripetto.app/run/HGJB16RI1E
https://tripetto.app/run/DND194Y0YR
https://tripetto.app/run/DND194Y0YR
https://tripetto.app/run/RR4PGKBTJP
https://tripetto.app/run/KPPQZCBL5S
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=1422d73e80&e=abff993c4a


Thursday 28 April 2022 4.00-5.00pm: What is Fascism? (initial video coming soon) 
 

 Corpus Christi 
 
The Secret Subjects Taster Day - Saturday 19 February 

Corpus, in collaboration with Trinity Hall and Sidney Sussex, are holding an online 
taster day expressly for those subjects which students from UK state schools tend 

to know nothing about, and as a consequence don't apply for them when thinking about their 
degree choices. The day will consist of subject taster sessions with Cambridge academics, Q&As 
with current undergraduates who are studying one of the Secret Subjects, and a chance to hear 
from graduates about the careers that the Secret Subjects can lead to. It will be aimed at Y12 
students but Y11s students are welcome to attend as well.  
There will be sessions on: 

• Anglo-Saxon Norse and Celtic (recommended for any student studying A-level History/English 

Literature/Classical Civilisation/any modern language)  

• Archaeology (recommended for any student studying A-level History/Classical Civilisation) 

• Asian and Middle Eastern Studies (recommended for any student interested in languages and 

the Far Eastern and Middle Eastern cultures)  

• Classics (recommended for any student studying A-level History/English Literature/Classical 

Civilisation/Politics/Philosophy/any modern language) 

• History of Art (recommended for any student studying A-level Art/History/English Literature) 

• Linguistics (recommended for any student studying A-level English Language/English 

Literature/Philosophy/Maths/any modern language 

• Music (recommended for any student studying A-level Music or has Grade 8 Theory) 

• Theology, Religion, and Philosophy of Religion (recommended for any student studying A-level 

Religious Studies/Philosophy/History) 

 
Students will be able to sign-up for two subject sessions each. If there are more than two that they 
are interested in, we aim to make the recordings of the sessions available online after the 
event. Teachers are allowed to attend as well!  
Whilst great strides have been made in widening participation in the 'big' subjects like Law, 
Medicine, and Natural Sciences, we still have plenty of work to do in these smaller ones, so if you 
know of any students who might be interested in any of these please encourage them to sign up 
(you can also nominate students directly).   
REGISTER HERE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://corpuschristicambridge.cmail20.com/t/t-l-cukdyc-jlluhycii-j/


 

 
We are delighted to announce the first events in our Success Beyond School series for 2022. These are 
free-of-charge, live online seminars featuring career experts, designed to help parents amplify their 
children’s career potential. 
 
We have 5 fantastic seminars this term, including topics such as 'how to help your child choose their 
career' and 'how to inspire young women to become entrepreneurs.' These events are for parents of 
students aged 12-18 and are free to attend. Click below to register now. 
 
Click here to find out more and to register. 
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