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I think the picture above says it all!  How fantastic to have our Gym and Dance display back after 2 
years and didn’t the performers and the audience enjoy it?  In a slightly shorter but nonetheless 
packed evening, students from all year groups bounced and jumped and tumbled and balanced and 
generally showed just how much they’d missed being able to show off their skills.  It was a really 
heart-warming experience to have them back on the mats and reminded us all just how important 
these activities are to the whole SJL community.  As always, I was particularly delighted to see our 
older students working with their younger colleagues coaching and choreographing them to achieve 
their very best – it was also lovely to have Mr Armitage back on the microphone after such a long 
break.  Thanks to the PE department, and Mrs Haydon in particular, for all their hard work over the 
last few months ensuring that the evening was such a success.   
 
It doesn’t seem 5 minutes, let alone 5 weeks, since we were all doing our Covid tests ready to return 
to school for a new term.  Although there are still some restrictions remaining (windows and doors 
will stay open for ventilation for now, masks are still encouraged for those who wish to wear them), 
it does feel like the new normal is slowly returning to the old normal.  We have nearly 70 clubs taking 
place each week for students again and our year 11 students have begun the traditional intervention 
sessions to support them with their GCSE preparation.  After half term we are all really looking 
forward to the return of the SJL whole school musical, when we will have the opportunity to enjoy a 
talented cast performing ‘Oliver!’ and later in the term we will be hosting our award-winning Careers 
Fair once more.  And of course, all of these opportunities come on top of the nearly 2,000 excellent 
lessons that take place every week at SJL.  So I think both staff and students will benefit from a 
week to recharge their batteries and get some rest and relaxation before we come back and throw 
ourselves into action again.  Have a great half term! 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
Claire Robins                 

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk


LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  
 
Dylan Appleton 7N 
Eva Arnott 8R 
Elizabeth Aylward-Hill 9N 
Angell Cox 8N 
Ellie Finch 8K 
Olly Garcia 9H 
Torin Hillcoat 11N 
Gem Kabashi 9N 
Abid Khan 9K 
Farrah Leal 9B 

Jose Lloyd 9A 
Ellie McCormack 8H 
Samira Miah 7H 
Billy Montgomery 9R 
Kale Muir 10B 
Siena Murphy 8K 
Oliver Newell 9L 
Daniel Omoregbee 9H 
Mia Pankhurst 9A 
William Rodger 9H 

Barin Sanusi 9N 
Nina Shepperd 9N 
Ruel Shepperd 12A 
Megan Sparks 8A 
Poppy Sweeting 8A 
Elliot Tonks 8B 
Edie Trevor 10B 
Monty Walker 7H 

 
OUR NEIGHBOURS AND KEEPING OUR STUDENTS SAFE 
 
For reasons of safety, parents are reminded not to drop students off directly outside the school, or 
park in a manner which is likely to cause an obstruction or inconvenience to our neighbours (i.e., 
across driveways, double parking etc).   
 
As many of you will be aware, at the beginning and end of the school day, Manland Way, Cross Way 
and Sauncey Avenue become very congested, with parents dropping off and picking up their 
children.  In the morning Manland Way is particularly busy and we are asking parents/guardians to 
consider the following: 
 
If you transport your child to school in the morning then you drop him or her off a short distance 
away from school - so you do not have to drive down Manland Way or Sauncey Avenue.  If you do 
have to drive down Manland Way then you drive in one direction only e.g., from the top of the school 
down past the main door and around the corner.  This would mean if you were driving in from Batford 
or Wheathampstead that you would have to continue up Station Road to Sauncey Avenue.  Also, at 
the end of the day, if you are parking outside the school, please park on the school side of Manland 
Way. 
 
Obviously, these are only suggestions, but we do feel it would make the roads around the school 
safer for all children. 
 
Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
  
Please be aware of these upcoming concerts in Music and put them in your diaries if relevant! 
Further details will be going out to students in their rehearsals. 
 
SET Trust Concert @ Alban Arena 
Monday 7th March. 
Groups involved: Concert Band & Chamber Choir 
Students will be out of lessons for rehearsals on the day at the Alban Arena from Periods 3 – 6. 
Concert in the evening starts at 7pm. Tickets will be available via the Alban Arena soon. 
  
Harpenden Schools Spring Festival @ the new Eric Morecombe Centre 
Tuesday 15th March  
Groups involved: Concert Band  
Students will be out of lessons Period 1 – 4 rehearsing at the EMC. 
Concert in the evening starts at 7pm. 
  
Lower School Music Showcase @ SJL School Hall 
Monday 25th April  

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


We are pleased to announce we have rescheduled a new date for the Lower School Showcase 
(that was cancelled in the Autumn Term).  
Groups involved: UAC Band, Junior Jazz Band, Junior Choir & Uke Group 
 
If you have any questions please contact Miss Gillot lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
 
Stratton 5 
SJL Sixth Form Indie Rock band Stratton 5 are releasing a new single this Friday 
11th February called ‘She Dreams in Red’. To hear the song and for more 
information about the band visit  https://linktr.ee/stratton5. 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Shelf Help – New In 
We have just introduced a wellbeing area called Shelf Help which includes 
subjects such as exam stress, anxiety, mental health, relationships to name but 
a few.  Parents are welcome to email us any suggestions for books we could 
add to our selection.  Email us at library@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 
Don’t Forget 
Any students who read over the half term, make sure the book titles are added to the Big 
Challenge reading form.  Anyone who has read 10 books can bring it to us after half term to 
receive an Ace Card. 
 
DOUGHTY STREET CHAMBERS ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION 
 

Doughty Street Chambers is currently running its 
Annual Essay Writing Competition aimed at young 
people, inside or outside of formal education, aged 
between 16-18.  
  
This year's essay topic is climate change and social 
justice and the question is as follows: 
  
‘International law recognises that global warming 
will most affect those least responsible for it. 

Individually, nationally and globally how can global warming be effectively tackled in a way that 
recognises this injustice?’ 
  
Deadline for submissions is 31 March 2022. 
  
The final five essays will be put forward to a prestigious judging panel and shortlisted students will 
be invited to Chambers (all travel fees to be covered) with parents if necessary, where 
the winner and runners up to be announced and awarded a cash prize and ongoing 
access to mentoring service for the next 12-24 months. 
  
More information on this can be found on our Outreach 
page here: https://www.doughtystreet.co.uk/outreach.  
  
Mrs Brining 
 
FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 
Some of Mrs James-Fisher’s Year 10 Food Tech students 
this week were the lucky recipients of a delivery of wild 
Alaskan pink salmon to use in their 
classrooms, in a bid to improve their fish 
cookery skills. 
 
The initiative is part of The Fish in Schools 
Hero programme which is run by the Food 
Teachers Centre, in partnership with the 
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute.  

mailto:lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk
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The programme aims to ensure that every child gets a chance to prepare, 
cook and eat fish before they leave school. 
 
Students have been learning about sustainability and nutrition as well as 
developing delicious dishes with the Alaska salmon in their practical classes. 
 

DRAMA NEWS 
 
Oliver by Lionel Bart   
The Whole School Musical Production is on Wednesday 23rd, Thursday 24th 
and Friday 25th February in the Hall at 7pm. Tickets are £6 and are available 
on ParentPay now! 
 
The production of this much-loved musical features 50 pupils from Year 7 – 
13, with a contemporary setting and atmosphere.  The running time is 
two hours and fifteen minutes including an interval and it would be great 
to see lots of parents and friends supporting and helping to re-
invigorate the cultural life of the school. 
 
Year 9 Theatre Trip to & Juliet 
Thursday 21st April in the evening leaving at 5pm and travelling by 
coach, to see the fabulous Max Martin musical featuring the amazing 
Keala Settle (This is Me) and Miriam Teak Lee (Olivier award winner).  If 
pop music be the food of love then it plays on, with hits from Katy Perry, 
Britney, Backstreet boys, Adele etc in this funny and colourful road 
movie sequel to Romeo and Juliet. Letter and Places are available on 
ParentPay for year 9 drama students. 
 
Year 9 Drama Showcase -  
Is on Weds 23rd March at 7pm in the Hall featuring 40 Year 9 drama  
students who have devised short plays about family and friendship.  
Invitations will be issued to students and admission is free. 
 
THE CLIMATE ACTION GROUP 
 

On Wednesday 26 January, while other students were at home 
enjoying an Inset day, 15 members of SJL’s Climate Action Group 
snapped up the opportunity to attend the University of 
Bedfordshire and STEMPOINT East’s first ever KS3 Climate 
Change student summit.   
 
The summit brought together various people from across the 
education, research and wider STEM sectors (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) to help enhance our 
young people’s understanding of the science and implications of 
climate change.  The aim was to highlight the challenges we face 
and to focus on possible solutions and future technologies.   
 
The group enjoyed listening to various speakers and took part in a 
workshop to calculate our own carbon footprint.  All in all, it was a 
wonderful opportunity to look closely at the impact of climate 
change and to learn more about adaptation and mitigation 
strategies.   
 
This is what Ellie had to say: 
 
 

‘Did you know that buildings generate an estimated 40-50% of CO² emissions annually? 
 
This is just one of the great many things we learnt at the climate summit at the University of 
Bedfordshire that we were very lucky to go to recently.  Architectural Engineer, Prof David Jazani 
who is Senior Lecturer in Building Technologies and Construction at the university, gave a talk 
about many different things, including future technologies such as hydrogen power.  It is hoped 
that buildings of the future will be fuelled by hydrogen!  The only problem is, it's highly flammable, 



but there is a house that has been actively running since 2006, all on self-produced hydrogen and 
it’s doing very well.  Another bonus when you use hydrogen, all it produces after use is water 
vapour.  You see, clean energy really is possible! 
 
Above you can see a picture of a green building which is one of the two towers known as Bosco 
Verticale (Vertical Forest).  Bosco Verticale is situated in the Porta Nuova district in Milan.  Stefano 
Boeri the architect of this sustainable residential building claims it sucks up 30 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide and delivers 20,000kg of oxygen each year.  It also provides a home for around 1,600 bird 
and butterfly species which is just amazing!!   
 
We definitely need more buildings and projects like this – it just proves that one small change really 
can have a big impact.   
 
Ellie Finch 8K’ 
 
ECO TIP OF THE WEEK 
 
Save water by turning off taps when not in use. By turning off the tap when brushing your teeth 
in the morning and evening you could save almost 5 litres of water. In the UK we consume on 
average 149 litres of water per person per day! 
 
 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 
This half term, French students in years 9, 10 and 11 were given the 
opportunity to see a live performance of a French play, ‘Mon Père ne 
me comprend pas’. It was performed by two professional, native 
French speaking actors from Onatti Productions, in a way that all 
students were able to follow and enjoy. It was an up-to-date, 
entertaining performance that helped us all to practise and develop 
our listening and vocabulary skills. It was great to be able to enjoy a 
piece of French theatre, and pick up on some of the idioms and 
colloquialisms that don’t come up as often in class. As someone who 
saw the equivalent play in year 9, and now again in year 11, it’s great 
to see how much my French has developed during that time.  Rosie 
(y11) 
 
On Monday last week, year 10 and 11 Spanish students were lucky 
enough to see a play “En el campamento” in Spanish and it was brilliant! 
I was nervous that I would not be able to understand it but the actors 

spoke slowly and used props so that everyone understood really well. 
The story followed two friends who went on a camping trip and it was 
really funny. I found it to be a very helpful form of listening practice for 
our GCSE and it really inspired me to continue working hard at the 
language. Gabriella (y11) 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS FROM HERE 
 
 
 

JULY 9th TICKETS ON SALE! 

 

We are now formally launching the Festival on the Field 2022. 

Tickets can be ordered via the website or via this link 
 

 

 

MASSAOKE – the mass karaoke sensation 
ONE STEP BEHIND - Top Madness Tribute 

24K BRUNO – Bruno Mars brilliance 
ULTIMATE DUA LIPA – the clue’s in the name 

J K AS ROBBIE – looks & sounds just like the real thing 
 

https://buytickets.at/friendsofsjl/650579
https://buytickets.at/festivalonthefield1/346481/r/sjl


 
STRATTON 5 – brilliant Indie Rock band 

EMMA MCGRATH – awesome singer song-writer 
THE UP AND OVERS – fantastic, fun covers band 

SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 21/02 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday      

Monday Hockey  
Vs 

Parmiters  
(Away) 

Basketball 
Vs 

RPS 
(Home) 

   

Tuesday Netball C 
Vs 

RPS 
(Home) 

 Netball  
League  

Vs 
Marlborough  

(Home) 

  

Wednesday     Rugby  
Vs 

Beaumont  
(Away) 

 
Girls Football 

Vs 
RPS 

(Away) 
 

Year 11 
Netball 
League 

Vs 
Townsend  

(Home) 

Thursday Sports Hall 
Athletics  

 

 Girls’ Rugby 
Tournament  

@ 
Samuel Ryder 

Girls’ Rugby 
Tournament  

@ 
Samuel Ryder 

 

Friday  District Cup 
Football  

Vs 
SCC 

(Away) 

   

Saturday Football 
Vs 

Marlborough  
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

Marlborough  
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

Marlborough  
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

Marlborough  
(TBC) 

 

 
Saturday Morning Results: FOOTBALL 
 

Opponent Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  

Beaumont 
School 

A = 4 – 1 WIN 5 – 2 WIN 5 – 1 WIN No Game  

 
 

http://www.festivalonthefield.co.uk/


This weekend saw us secure another very strong set of results. The year 10s will be disappointed 
that they were unable to add to these with Beaumont unable to fulfil the fixture.  
 
The other teams made the most of the good surface over at Beaumont and all played some really 
good football with great goals being scored across the 3 pitches. A great way to end this half term 
and all of our teams will be excited at the prospect of the district cup fixtures to come! 
 

 
 
 

Outside of School 
Emma and Elizabeth have reached the Hertfordshire County Cup final (U14 
Girls) this weekend with their football team St Albans City Youth. Emma is 
team captain and plays as a central defender and Lizzie plays at an attacking 
midfielder and scored the opening goal in the 3-0 win at Evergreen FC in the 
semi-final at the weekend. They will now face Watford at the County ground 
at the end of March. Congratulations girls we hope to see you lift the trophy! 
 
Senior Netball v St Columba’s College  

 
The girls put in an excellent 
performance eventually coming out 35 
– 3 winners! We dominated at both 
ends of the court and were fabulous 
when transitioning the ball up the court.  
 
Well done to Lauren Hedges who was 
nominated as players’ player  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 Netball v SRA  
The girls played out a nail-biting match against Samuel 
Ryder academy last week which saw us suffer an 
agonizing loss of 21-26. It was evenly poised for large 
parts of the game but SRA managed to hold their nerves 
when it mattered most and just pulled out of distance 
during the last quarter.  
 
Congratulations to Ella Brown who was nominated as 
players’ player  
 
 
 



 
County Cup Hockey 
We had a busy week for hockey with the U12, U13 and U15 sides all playing Queenswood in the 
county cup competition. 
These are always challenging fixtures for SJL. Queenswood are very strong and have the 
advantage of training and playing regularly on a full-sized pitch which makes a significant 
difference to play. The SJL girls knew that they were facing tough matches but went out fully 
prepared to give their best. 
Queenswood won all of the matches but SJL should be very proud of their performances. The 
U12s battled away and their positioning and communication improved in the second half. 
Both the U13 and U15 games were very much games of 2 halves. Although Queenswood took 
early leads in both games, the second halves were much more even. Both teams demonstrated 
some excellent skills and real determination. The SJL teams managed to keep the second half to 
only one goal difference between them and Queenswood. It shows resilience and great 
commitment from the players who worked exceptionally hard. The girls should be proud of 
themselves, it was a pleasure to see them conducting themselves in such a sporting manner, 
supporting one another and working so hard on the pitch. Well done to all players. 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOLS GAMES ORGANISERS FOR THE HERTS SCHOOLS 
SPORTS PARTNERSHIP 
 
As part of our new school games programme being delivered this year it is really important that we 
gather information from various sources to help us shape a future for PE, School Sport, and 
Physical Activity.  Hertfordshire School Games Organisers are working together to create 
opportunities for all.  The information gathered from this survey will give the SGO’s valuable data 
which will be used to shape provision and programmes for all young people. The more responses 
we get the larger the impact we can make so we are very grateful for you taking the time to 
complete the following survey. 
  



The survey will close on Friday 25th March.  
The information gathered in this survey is anonymous and 
will be kept private within the Herts SGO network. 
  
https://forms.gle/LmurPfk8an1vYwqx7 
  
The survey will take less than 2 minutes to complete.  We 
really hope you can help us by clicking on the link and 
answering the questions by Friday 25th March 2022. 
  
Thank you in advance for your support.  
Hertfordshire SGO's 

https://forms.gle/LmurPfk8an1vYwqx7


2022 ENGINEERING COURSES

Learn what it takes to become an engineer 
 
Our engineering courses enable young people in Years 8 to 12 to discover potential careers in the 
industry. We offer a mixture of residential and virtual courses, with students working together and 
learning from industry experts and academics whilst working on practical, interactive projects. 
 
To learn more and apply, please click here. 
 

 
 

https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/timetable


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you aspire to enter the fields of law, finance or politics? In the past two years the demand for 
young lawyers has risen by 131%, with similar trends noted in the finance sector. The appetite for 
jobs which create social impact has risen by 17% as issues like climate change take a prominent 
position in young minds. 
 
Students can gain invaluable experience in these fields with us this term. Our immersive 
weekend masterclasses offer students the chance to learn from a host of successful 
professionals: corporate lawyers, MPs, UN staff, private equity managers and more.  
 
We expect these programmes to be fully-booked in the next two weeks. Students can choose 
to attend either at UCL or live online.  Follow the links below for further details. 
 

VIEW ALL: AGES 15-18  

 

VIEW ALL: AGES 12-14  

 

 
 

 

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=f700550474&e=1b83951592
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=519f1c49df&e=1b83951592

