
Newsletter No 813 – 4 March 2022  
 
 
There was definitely a more wintery feel to the weather this week, in stark contrast to the glimpses 
of summer we enjoyed several days ago.  I’m pleased to report that this hasn’t dampened the 
spirits of the students who have remained as positive as ever as they strive to embody the SJL 
ACE in everything they do.  It was so refreshing to open our doors to Year 8 parents on Tuesday 
evening as they received advice and guidance on the first steps onto the options ladder.  It is 
wonderful to be in a position to accommodate such events as we slowly move towards a sense of 
normality.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish Year 8 students the best of luck with their 
choices and remind them to talk to us if they have any concerns about the process. 
 
I would like to thank all parents that contribute to our Faculty Review Parental Surveys which are 
regularly sent out via Edulink.  We welcome your input as we continue to monitor and review our 
educational offer to ensure that it remains outstanding.  To gain the best results from these 
surveys, I strongly recommend that you sit down with your child and complete the survey together.  
Not only will this help you with your scoring but also allow you to engage in a meaningful 
conversation about school.  I’m very aware that some students aren’t always forthcoming when 
being asked to talk about their day!  
 
We are looking forward to students representing SJL at the Trust Concert on Monday evening.  
This event offers all involved a wonderful opportunity to collaborate with other schools within the 
Scholars Education Trust and for SJL students to show off their wonderful musical talent to a 
wider audience.  I would like to thank Ms Gillot and her team for their seemingly tireless energy in 
coordinating what will undoubtably be a huge and exciting musical extravaganza!  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 

• Y7 spring grade sheets will be sent home today 

 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  
 
Luisa Bridger 8A 
Adam Brooks 10A 
Rebecca Clarke 13H 
Ella Condon 10B 
Thomas Dadswell 13B 
Sophie Hayes 13H 
Digby Ives-O'Brien 9A 
Martha Mitchell 12L 

Leo Myers 10A 
Louise Pattison 8L 
Charlotte Richardson 13H 
Jamie Swann 13B 
Ellie Terry 13L 
 
 

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


 
Congratulations to Ted Cunningham who passed his grade 4 bassoon with Distinction. 
 

Congratulations to James Wheeler who 
won our SJL Young Designer Award!  
As part of their A – Level Design and 
Technology (Product Design) course our 
Y12 students get the opportunity to 
design for an external client. We have 
been lucky this year to work with Louis de 
Soissons Architects. Mark Wilkinson & 
Fiona Shepard visited us before Christmas 
to talk to our Y12 Designers about careers 
in Architecture and also to set them a new 
project brief. LDS are currently working 
with HR Owen to design and build a new 
car showroom in Hatfield, housing a range 
of premium car brands such as 
Lamborghini. Our students were set the 

task to redesign the bus shelter outside the building using the style and language of the 
Lamborghini brand. We are really proud of all our Y12s who came up with a range of great design 
proposals. Mark and Fiona were very impressed with the designs, especially with James’s, which 
won him a range of Lamborghini branded goodies donated by HR Owen and the 2022 trophy! 

 
TRUST MUSIC CONCERT Monday 7 March – NEW 
VENUE 
 
Due to the continued closure of the Alban Arena, the 
Scholars Trust Music Concert on Monday 7th March will 
now be taking place at the Gordon Craig Theatre, 
Stevenage.  Concert Band and Chamber Choir will be 
performing, along with students from the other four trust 
schools. 
 
Tickets are available from the venue box office. 
Letters of rehearsal details have gone out to parents of 
students involved.  
Any further questions please contact lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
 
MORE MUSIC NEWS 
 
Try a Double Reed instrument!!!  
Following the success of our Yr 7 Try an Instrument 
scheme last term and our focus on brass instruments 
during the first half of this term, we are now focusing on 
double reed instruments, which may be unfamiliar to some 
of you!  
 
Mrs McPhun has reignited a following for bassoon players 
in recent years and we have also been pleased to welcome Mrs Deborah Wilson to teach oboe at 
SJL. They are keen to encourage new students to learn to play these often-forgotten instruments 
and would welcome anyone who would like to have a free taster lesson on the oboe or bassoon! 
This is open to years 7,8 and 9 so please get in touch with Mrs Hastings-Clarke if you would like to 
sign up for a taster lesson!  
 
For inspiration please see the YouTube links below. All the SJL bands have woodwind sections 
with double reed players in, so please ask if you would like to experience more of these 
instruments!  
 

• Mozart’s oboe concerto 
• Oboe solo theme from Swan Lake 
• Gabriel’s Oboe from The Mission 
• Rossini’s bassoon concerto 

mailto:lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3xbS4rjzFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8mNv_YUibzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtE3hoR_Nvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9TB3lqEXVw


• Bassoon solo in the Sorcerer’s Apprentice by Dukas 
 
Please contact me with any questions!  
 
Mrs Hastings-Clarke (ehastings-clarke@sjl.herts.sch.uk ) 
 
Upcoming events 
Harpenden Schools Spring Festival @ the new Eric Morecombe Centre 
Tuesday 15th March  
Groups involved: Concert Band  
Students will be out of lessons Period 1 – 4 rehearsing at the EMC. 
Concert in the evening starts at 7pm  
  
Lower School Music Showcase @ SJL School Hall 
Monday 25th April  
We are pleased to announce we have rescheduled a new date for the Lower 
School Showcase (that was cancelled in the Autumn Term).  
Groups involved: UAC Band, Junior Jazz Band, Junior 
Choir & Uke Group 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
World Book Day 
To celebrate World Book day on 3rd March we have a 
Books about Books display in the library.  We’ll have 
an update on all the exciting things we are doing to 
celebrate World Book Day in the next newsletter. 
 
International Women’s Day 
It’s International Women’s Day on 8th March and we 
have displayed some of our books supporting women. 
 
 
WATFORD FC – PREMIER LEAGUE INSPIRES STUDENTS AT SJL 
 
A group of Year 9 students were selected to take part in 
Watford Football Club’s Premier League Enterprise 
Programme to inspire students.  The students split into 2 
teams that explored everything about Watford FC and what 
goes on behind the scenes.  Back in September they visited 
the stadium in Vicarage Road where they explored all aspects 
from the ticket office, merchandise store, sensory room, 
press conference ticket office etc. 
  
Each week during the sessions the students learned about 
different roles, customer service and complaints, finance and 
money.  They role-modelled different scenarios.  Students 
were all well engaged and displayed great team working and 
communication skills. They supported one another in some 
challenging areas outside their comfort zones and built more and 
more confidence and resilience as they learned. 
 
The Premier League Inspires Challenge 2021/2022 - Both teams 
were given a social action task: “Playing our part in protecting our 
planet”. They had to create a social action project to help address 
environmental sustainability linking it to sport, football club, 
school. 
 
All the students set out and discussed ideas and possibilities for the best way they could show this 
to make a difference. The teams researched and planned out ideas. Other faculties within SJL 
were approached by the students to bring their ideas to life. 
 
27 local schools had taken part in the Challenge. A total of 38 football clubs are involved. Including 
top clubs such as Chelsea, Arsenal, West Brom and many more… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9lWvl3yVH_Y
mailto:ehastings-clarke@sjl.herts.sch.uk


The Winning Team now will go on to a Development Day at Watford FC taking place 29th March 
where they expand their idea further. They will pick up their team trophy from Lucy Tearle (Watford 
FC Community Projects Manager) officially then. Wishing the Team all the best! 
 
They will then compete in the Grand Virtual Finale in the summer and face other winners nationally 
to compete for individual prizes. SJL Team will represent Watford FC along with the other top 
clubs. 
 
A massive heartfelt “Thank you” from all the students involved in making this so successful at SJL, 
to Lucy and to the Eco Garden, Media Faculty and DT Faculty for supporting our students. 
Full story website. 
 
Mrs K Dholakia - Cover Supervisor 
 
 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES SHORT COURSE – YEAR 10 INFORMATION 
 
Edexcel have released the following details regarding the Summer examinations. This information 
will help students to focus their revision for certain topics on their GCSE Short Course RS paper. 
 
Students will sit 2 papers. Paper 1 from Christianity and Paper 2 from Islam. Guidance has been 
provided for one topic on each paper.  
 
Paper 1  
Christian Beliefs the questions will focus on the Holy Trinity, Creation of the Universe and 
Humanity, The Incarnation and The Problem of Evil.   
 
Paper 2  
Muslim Beliefs the questions will focus on The Five Roots of Usul ad Din, Nature of Allah, Risalah 
and Al-Qadr.  
 
Please note this means there is no guidance on the following 2 topics and students will need to 
revise these topics completely: Marriage and the Family from Paper 1 and Crime and 
Punishment from Paper 2.  
 
Revision guides for this course are available from the school shop for £7.70.  
 
Any questions or queries regarding the Short Course examination please contact Mrs McIntyre or 
the class teacher.  
 
SIXTH FORM SUMMARY OF ADJUSTMENTS FOR ASSESSMENTS  
 
For parents and carers of students in the 6th form, please see below for a summary of adjustments 
to your child’s KS5 assessments this summer, in light of the COVID pandemic. Students will be 
discussing these adjustments in lessons leading up to exams, and further detail is available on 
exam board websites. 
 
KS5 Exam board adjustments for COVID 2022.xlsx 
 
YEAR 11 INFORMATION  
 
We are delighted that the Year 11 Prom and Leaver’s Ceremony will go ahead this year.  Please 
find details below: 
 
Prom 
Venue: Luton Hoo 
Date: Wednesday 11th May 2022 
Time: TBC 
 
Leaver’s Ceremony 
Venue: Sir John Lawes School 
Date: Thursday 12th May 2022 
Time: 10.50am 
 

https://sirjohnlawesacademy-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/personal/scalverley_sjl_herts_sch_uk/Documents/Head%20of%206th%20form/A%20levels%202022/KS5%20Exam%20board%20adjustments%20for%20COVID%202022.xlsx?d=w3728901aee7b46cab37ab7e510d8b96b&csf=1&web=1&e=UhXQWO


EXAM ADJUSTMENT INFORMATION 
 
As you may be aware, in light of Covid 19, exam boards are adjusting their papers this year.  
Below you will find the adjustments being made in each subject.  This has already been shared 
with students but may help you to support your child at home with their revision. 
 
Art and Textiles: Exam Board - Edexcel 
There will be no Practical Exam for GCSE Art and Textiles. Grades will be awarded based on a 
coursework exhibition only. 
 
Computer Science: Exam Board - OCR 
Students will sit 2 papers.  
Paper 1 is on Computer Systems and Paper 2 is on Computational Thinking, Algorithms and 
Programming.  
Advance information has been provided for Paper 1; students have been issued with a paper copy 
of this advance information and they also have it electronically on the OneNote class notebook. 
 
Drama: Exam Board - AQA 
C1 Understanding Drama – The extract from the set text ‘Noughts and Crosses’ will be from Act 2 
Sc 26 – 29 P 114 – 120 (The End) 
 
C3 Texts in Practice – students only have to perform one extract from their chosen text although 
they still have to write about performance intentions for two extracts. 
 
Design & Technology (Product Design, Graphics and Food: Exam Board – WJEC Eduqas 
Students will have a set list of topics to look at, from which the majority of high mark questions in 
the exam paper will be set. Other topics may appear in low mark questions. The exam board is 
EDUQAS and the topics list is freely available on the exam boards website, although students will 
be given this list once they have completed their NEA task.  
 
English Language: Exam Board - AQA 
Students will sit 2 papers. Neither paper has been adjusted. The only advance information is for 
Paper 2; Source A with be 21st Century Autobiographical Writing and Source B will be a 19th 
Century Diary entry. The writing task for Paper 2 will be an article.  
 
English Literature: Exam Board - AQA 
Students will sit 2 papers. Paper 1 consists of A Christmas Carol and Animal Farm. Paper 2 
consists of Macbeth and Unseen poetry. Our students are not being examined for Love and 
Relationships Poetry this year. There has not been any advance information for either paper.  
 
Film: Exam Board - WJEC Eduqas 
Component 1 – Key developments in US film Section A: US film comparative study 
• The key elements of film form 
• Genre 
 
Component 2 – Global film: Narrative, representation and film style 
Section A: Global English language film (District 9) 
• The key elements of film form 
• The distinction between plot and story 
• Narrative conventions 
Section B: Global non-English language film (Tsotsi/Spirited Away) 
• Representation - Age 
Section C: Contemporary UK film (after 2010 – Attack The Block) 
• Mise-en-scène 
• The aesthetic qualities of film 
 
Geography: Exam Board - AQA 
Paper One (physical) has no changes – students answer 3 topics: Natural Hazards, Living World 
and UK landscapes Rivers and Coasts.  
Paper Two has an optional topic now so students answer only 2 topics – for us this is Urban 
Issues and Challenges and Changing Economic World (we have not studied the other topic)   
Paper Three has had the own fieldwork part removed. Student will still answer the Issue 
Evaluation section (which we receive in April) and a section on unfamiliar fieldwork.  



A PowerPoint with all the information and a breakdown of the structure of each section is in the 
Geography section of student shared area.  
 
History: Exam Board - Edexcel 
The students will sit 3 papers in total - Paper 1 – Medicine through time and Paper 2 – Weimar and 
Nazi Germany have not been adjusted. Paper 3 will now only consist of Elizabethan England, the 
Cold War module has been dropped. There has not been any advance information for any paper.  
 
Maths: Exam Board - AQA 
There are no changes to the maths exams – the content remains unchanged. 
We have, however, a list of topics to be assessed on each paper which has been shared with 
students via SMHW 
Students will be given a formula sheet (the same as they had for their mock exam)  
 
Media: Exam Board – WJEC Eduqas 
 

  

 

MFL: Exam Board - AQA 
Listening, Reading and Speaking 
There is no change except that vocabulary in reading and listening will be taken only from the list 
specified in the specification. There will be a glossary of words which do not appear in the 
specification.   Students have received a list of vocabulary from the specification which they 
should be learning from. 
 
Writing 
AQA has given us some direction about which topics will come up in the writing paper but all 
topics can come up in the translation.  This information is saved on the student shared area. 
 
 



Music: Exam Board - OCR 
Students will sit one paper for the Appraising Exam. This is worth 40% of the final GCSE. They will 
be assessed on all four Areas of Study, but should focus on the following genres as the examined 
content: 

• The Concerto through Time: “The Classical Concerto” & “The Romantic Concerto” 
• Rhythms of the World: “India and Punjab” & “Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East” 
• Film Music: Music that has been composed specifically for a film 
• Conventions of Pop: “Rock ‘n’ Roll of the 1950s and 1960s” & “Pop Ballads of the 1970s, 

1980s and 1990s” 
 
PE: Exam Board - OCR 
Advanced information on major content has been released for Paper 1 and Paper 2 and this has 
been shared with students. 
Only two sports submitted per student instead of three which means each sport worth 50% extra. 
No changes to NEA Analysis of Performance. 
 
Religious Studies: Exam Board – Edexcel  
Students will sit 2 papers. Paper 1 from Christianity and Paper 2 from Islam. Guidance has been 
provided for two topics on each paper.  
 
Paper 1  
Christian Beliefs the questions will focus on the Holy Trinity, Creation of the Universe and 
Humanity, The Incarnation and The Problem of Evil.   
Living the Christian Life the questions will focus on the Sacraments, Nature and Purpose of 
Prayer, Christian Religious Celebrations and the Worldwide Church.  
 
Paper 2  
Muslim Beliefs the questions will focus on The Five Roots of Usul ad Din, Nature of Allah, Risalah 
and Al-Qadr.  
Living the Muslim Life the questions will focus on 3 of the 5 Pillars of Islam; Shahadah, Salah, 
Sawm and Religious Celebrations and Commemorations.    
 
Please note this means there is no guidance on the following 4 topics and students will need to 
revise these topics completely: Marriage and the Family/ Matters of Life and Death from Paper 1 
and Crime and Punishment/ Peace and Conflict from Paper 2.  
 
Science (Combined and Triple): Exam Board - OCR  
All sections of the papers have been adapted for Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics for both Foundation and Higher 
Tier.  A comprehensive list has been shared with students 
and Miss Heley will email a PowerPoint to parents with 
what has been modified. 
 
FRIENDS OF SIR JOHN LAWES QUIZ NIGHT 

 
 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS HERE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://buytickets.at/friendsofsjl/650579


YEAR 12 SUBJECT TASTER EVENINGS (25 APRIL-12 MAY) 
 

Each summer term Gonville & Caius college, Cambridge 

runs a programme of Subject Taster Evenings for Year 12 

students. They feature the chance to meet our Directors of 

Studies, hear from our students, and experience a taste of 

Cambridge-style teaching.  

Each Subject Taster Evening will run from 5 to 7pm, and will involve: 

• A talk from a Director of Studies/Fellow in the subject about the course at Cambridge and 

Caius, and the chance to ask questions; 

• A taster lecture or interactive session from a Cambridge academic; 

• A question-and-answer session with current students in the subject. 

 

We encourage prospective applicants interested in multiple subjects to sign up for multiple 

evenings, to help inform their eventual subject choice. While it is not possible to attend two subject 

taster evenings on the same day, students should sign up for as many events as they are 

interested in; we have tried to avoid clashes of similar subjects. 

• The student sign-up form is here: 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dpeqdiz6IHfHEX4  

• The timetable of taster sessions can be found here: https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/access-

outreach/resources-and-events/subject-taster-evenings 

 

Mrs Brining 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 9th TICKETS ON SALE! 

 

We are now formally launching the Festival on the Field 2022. 

Tickets can be ordered via the website or via this link 
 

 

 

MASSAOKE – the mass karaoke sensation 
ONE STEP BEHIND - Top Madness Tribute 

24K BRUNO – Bruno Mars brilliance 
ULTIMATE DUA LIPA – the clue’s in the name 

J K AS ROBBIE – looks & sounds just like the real thing 
 

 
STRATTON 5 – brilliant Indie Rock band 

EMMA MCGRATH – awesome singer song-writer 
THE UP AND OVERS – fantastic, fun covers band 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dpeqdiz6IHfHEX4
https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/access-outreach/resources-and-events/subject-taster-evenings
https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/access-outreach/resources-and-events/subject-taster-evenings
https://buytickets.at/festivalonthefield1/346481/r/sjl
http://www.festivalonthefield.co.uk/
https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/schools


SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 07/03 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday Football 
Vs 

KWS 
(Away) 

Football 
Vs 

KWS 
(Away) 

Football 
Vs 

KWS 
(Away) 

  

Monday    Netball Plate 
Semi-Final 

Vs 
Loreto  
(Away) 

 

Tuesday  District Netball 
Tournament  

@ 
A = STAHS 
B = STAGS  

   

Wednesday     County Cup 
Football Semi-

Final 
Vs 

Richard Hale 
(Home) 

 
Year 11 
Netball 

Vs 
Townsend  

(Away) 

Thursday District Netball 
Tournament  

@ 
A = STAHS 
B = STAGS 

8/9 Combined  
Indoor 

Academy 
Athletics Cup 

@ 
Lee Valley 

8/9  
Combined  

Indoor Academy 
Athletics Cup 

@ 
Lee Valley 

  

Friday    County Cup 
Football 

Semi-Final 
Vs 

Croxley Danes 
(Away) 

 

Saturday Football 
Vs 

St Edmunds 
College  
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

St Edmunds 
College  
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

St Edmunds 
College  
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

St Edmunds 
College  
(TBC) 

 

 
Saturday Morning Results: FOOTBALL 

Opponent Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  

Marlborough 
School  

B = 1 – 2 LOSS 1 – 1 DRAW 9 – 4 WIN 
(District Cup) 

No Game  

 
 
Football vs Marlborough 
Aside from the usual Saturday morning friendlies, the Year 9 team had their fixture double up as 
the District Cup Quarter Final. With some players back from injury, the squad was almost at full 
strength and they went into the game full of confidence.  



 
This confidence produced a fast start as we commanded an early lead which we never looked like 
letting up. With the score 5 – 1 at half time, there was an opportunity to make some changes which 
produced a much more even second half. The final score was 9 – 4 and the goal scorers were: 
Youri (3), Rhys (2), Shadbolt, Stafford, Cross and Clarke (1) helping to see us through to the Semi-
Finals where we will face either Samuel Ryder or St Albans Boys’ both of whom we have had close 
games with during the Saturday morning friendlies… 
 
Year 11 Netball vs Loreto 
The year 11 netball team took on Loreto for a very competitive league match. The girls worked very 
hard and in the first quarter came away with a 10-0 lead. The dominant play was further reflected 
by the second and third quarter where they scored a further 19 goals to make the score 29-2. By 
the last quarter, Loreto began to pick up pace and score some more goals, but the girls pulled it 
back and finished the game, resulting in a strong 35-5 win.  
 
By J Poulter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Herts Schools’ Cross-country Championships 
The Herts Schools’ Cross-country Championships took place at Verulamium recently. This is 
always a challenging race with lots of club athletes competing for a place in the Herts School 
team. The course this year had been amended with smaller course loops so the race was over the 
same distances but it meant that the athletes had to run the hill an extra time. This really sorted the 
runners out and took a great deal of effort and determination from all who took part. 
 
Results for the SJL runners were as follows 
 
Inter Boys – George Holland   19th  
Junior Boys – James Dobbin 30th  
Pre- Junior Girls 
Charlie Ross Arevalo – 22nd  
Grace Dobbin 30th  
 
Well done to all runners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



District Indoor Athletics Competition 
After a 2-year break from this event, it was great to see the students having this opportunity to 
compete once again. The students put in so much hard work in preparation, having attended 
multiple trials and practices.  
 
The format of the competition was to compete in heats against the same opponents, so 
throughout the day it became difficult to tell how well you were doing against the other schools in 
their respective heats! The message was clear, do as well as you can regardless of whether you 
are winning your heat or not as every second counts. Fortunately, our students took the advice 
and pushed hard all the way eventually obtaining the following results. 
 
Overall: 
Girls – 2nd  
Boys – 3rd  
Combined – 2nd  
 
Great signs from year 7 for what could hopefully be a successful outdoor athletics season too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 Netball District Cup FINAL 
Sir John Lawes played in a very tough game vs a very strong 
Sandringham side in the District Cup Final. The Sir John Lawes 
girls put in a lot of effort and stayed extremely resilient throughout 
the course of the match, however Sandringham came off as the 
stronger side as they took a 31-13 win. Sandringham’s defence 
was especially strong and our shooters put in a good fight 
throughout each quarter, especially Rose who scored some 
amazing shots and Eliza who kept the flow of the game going. 
Player of the match went to Jessie who maintained a strong 
attack. A well-deserved second place for the end of the season.  
 
Written by J Poulter and E Montgomery  
 





QUANTUM ON THE CLOCK 
 
Physicist Richard Feynman once said "I can safely say that nobody really understands quantum 
mechanics" - can you help us prove him wrong?                                                                    We 
challenge you to create a three-minute video about any aspect of quantum science or 
technology, that a secondary school student can understand. 
 

 
 
Quantum? Is that the thing with the cat? 
Yes! Schrödinger's cat is a popular quantum thought experiment. Some systems such as tiny 
particles show quantum behaviour, where they can be in two places at once, called 
a superposition of states. Erwin Schrödinger pointed out that if cats can also be quantum, then 
they can be dead and alive at the same time. 

 
But there's lots more to quantum than cats and superpositions! The electronics in the phone or 
computer that you are reading this webpage on rely on quantum mechanics. People are racing to 
build quantum computers - which can perform many calculations at once. Quantum particles 
have been sent to space on satellites to enable ultra-secure quantum communication. There are 
experiments to show quantum teleportation, and debates about whether there are 
many quantum universes. 

 
The laws of Quantum on the Clock 

1. Create a video on any aspect of quantum science or technology, that is no longer than 3 
minutes. 

2. You can submit your video individually or in a team of up to four. 
3. The video must be accurate, and if the chosen topic is controversial or under debate, then 

this should be mentioned in the video. 
4. The video should not promote a particular company or organisation, though they can be 

mentioned as examples of e.g. who is implementing a quantum technology.  
5. The video can be in any format! It could be a single person or a group of people talking to 

the camera; a drama; visuals and animation; song, poetry or dance; or something else... all 
creativity is welcome.  



Entries must be submitted by 31st March 2022. You will be able to submit your entry by 
submitting a link to your video.  
See https://www.quantumontheclock.com/  
 
The winners and runners-up of the competition will all receive cash prizes, with the team cash 
prizes being shared between the team members. 
The winners of "Best individual" and "Best team" prizes will also receive a 1-year subscription 
to Physics World and an expenses-paid invitation to a prize-giving event at the Photon 2022 
conference dinner, with the opportunity to network with expert quantum researchers at a major 
UK conference.  
One representative from each winning entry for the Sponsor prizes will also be invited to the prize-
giving event (if the winning entry is a team, they can choose one representative).  In 2022 the 
conference is taking place in Nottingham, 30th August to 2nd September.  
 
The prizes available are: 
Best individual video £300 
1-year Physics World subscription, prize-giving event invitation  
 
Best team video £300 
1-year Physics World subscription, prize-giving event invitation 
 
National Physical Laboratory Prize £150 
for most creative video 
 
National Quantum Computing Centre Prize £150 
for best explained video 
 
IBM Quantum Prize £150 
for most engaging video 
 
Oxford Quantum Circuits Prize £150 
for most well-researched video 
 
Universal Quantum Prize £150 
for the best video response to the question "What would you do with a 1-million qubit quantum 
computer?" 
 
9 Runners-Up Prizes £100 
for highly commended entries 
 

 

 

   

Calling all teenagers: could you write an article for the FT? Our annual young 

financial journalist of the year competition with LIBF offers cash prizes and more. 

Deadline 18 March 2022 

How to make parliament representative? Entries open for our competition with the 
Political Studies Association and Association of Citizenship Studies. Deadline 25 
May 2022 
 
 

https://www.quantumontheclock.com/
https://click.newsletters.ft.com/f/content-70a62812-4a05-4d8b-b452-d0a5fd3b3107/po5Nr80s8uQtcl1vnVtwFw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRj_vf1P0TBaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZnQuY29tL2NvbnRlbnQvNzBhNjI4MTItNGEwNS00ZDhiLWI0NTItZDBhNWZkM2IzMTA3P2VtYWlsSWQ9NjIxMjg5NTI2M2Q0MDcwMDIzMGNjYmIwJiUzQnNlZ21lbnRJZD0zMTdkZDg4NS1hMDFjLTVhZTgtZTk5NC00N2JkY2FiNmRmODUmc2VnbWVudElkPTMxN2RkODg1LWEwMWMtNWFlOC1lOTk0LTQ3YmRjYWI2ZGY4NVcIZmludGltZXNCCmIW-XIcYm3L0XpSGWVicmluaW5nQHNqbC5oZXJ0cy5zY2gudWtYBAAAAAA~
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Le Parc des Sources, Vichy 1970. David Hockney. 

Acrylic on canvas, 84 x 120" © David Hockney Photo 

Credit: Fabrice Gibert 
Hockney’s Eye: The Art of Technology and 

Depiction 

The Fitzwilliam Museum 
Tuesday, 15 March – Monday, 29 August: 
FREE 

One of the most influential artists of our time, 

David Hockney (b.1937) takes over Cambridge 

this spring and summer with an exhibition 

across The Fitzwilliam Museum and The Heong 

Gallery, Downing College.

Find out more and book here  

Butterflies Through Time 

Museum of Zoology 
Tuesday, 15 March - Sunday, 18 September: 
FREE 

Featuring UK butterfly specimens, this 

exhibition showcases the natural world and 

environmental change; highlighting the 

research undertaken to reverse long-term 

decline. 

Discover the world of butterflies  

International Garden Photographer of the Year  

Cambridge University Botanic Garden 
Tuesday, 15 March - Thursday, 5 May: FREE with 
garden admission 

   

With winning photographs from categories 

including Beautiful Gardens and The World of 
Fungi, the International Garden Photographer of 
the Year (IGPOTY) makes a welcome return to the 

Garden. 

Take in the full picture  

https://cam.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84bb9581c06833790a9bdc936&id=a36ba0c5cb&e=79c4004a9e
https://cam.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84bb9581c06833790a9bdc936&id=b3063ee084&e=79c4004a9e
https://cam.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84bb9581c06833790a9bdc936&id=71b11f7eca&e=79c4004a9e


A Face in Time: Facial Paralysis, a Photo Diary 

Museum of Classical Archaeology 
Tuesday, 1 March - Friday, 22 April: FREE 

  

Marking Facial Palsy Awareness Week (1-7 

March) this exhibition capture's photographer 

Helena g Anderson's personal experience of 

solitary confinement and recovery. 

A very personal journey  

Arthropleura: The World’s Largest Millipede 

Sedgwick Museum of Earth Sciences 
Continues until Autumn 2022: FREE 

  

What's more exciting than a fossilised millipede? 

That's right, a GIANT fossilised millipede. Drop-in 

to the Sedgwick Museum to discover Arthropleura, 

the largest arthropod to have ever lived.

When giant millipedes walked the Earth...  

https://cam.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84bb9581c06833790a9bdc936&id=d377c8e156&e=79c4004a9e
https://cam.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84bb9581c06833790a9bdc936&id=a030276b10&e=79c4004a9e

