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The Scholars’ Education Trust concert at the Gordon Craig Theatre on Monday was a resounding 
success and a lovely way to start the week.  After our first concert three years ago, we have looked 
forward to the next collaborative event.  Seeing students from KS2 to KS5 perform together on the 
same stage was an excellent reminder of what talent we have within the school and across the 
trust.  I would like to thank the Music Faculty for all their hard work in organising the event and we 
are all looking forward to the next one. 

Congratulations to the Year 10 Maths students that took part in the County Maths Feast on 
Tuesday this week.  The challenge is run by the Advanced Mathematics Support Programme. It 
was the first time that we have entered the competition and the students did incredibly well, 
winning two rounds out of four and finishing 2nd overall school.  We were narrowly defeated by 
Dame Alice Owen’s but won the best teamwork trophy.  Thanks to Miss Bonner for her work with 
the team. 
 
Thanks also to the Science Faculty for organising a trip for the Astronomy Club to the Bayfordbury 
Observatory.  This is evidence of our co-curricular offer going from strength to strength.  

I would like to finish with a diary reminder.  Next Friday, 18 March, is an INSET day and the school 
will be closed for students.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery  
 
 
 

LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  
 
Asima Ahmed 9N 
Lauren Antcliff 7L 
Henry Beale 9R 
Ella Beasley 9B 
Maya Bradbury 8H 
Vita Brewester 11R 
Luisa Bridger 8A 
Jasmine Brown 9K 
Nicole Brown 9R 
Bailey Carter 8A 
Casey Carter-Stoll 9R 
Michael Chan 9K 
Rain Chin 7R 
Beau Cooper 8L 
Isabella Crispim 8R 
Summer Daniels 8B 
Mira Das Bhaumik 7K 
Imani Egau 7A 
Izzy Falconer 8K X2 
Sophia Fantozzi 11L 

Eva Gordon 9L 
Alfie Harris 7K 
Katie Harris 8H 
Mia Hope 8B 
Isaac Hung 7R 
Millie Huscroft 9K 
Ben Jennings 8B 
Kiera Kael 9K 
Charm Kirk 8R 
Emily Liu 9A 
Kathy Liu 9R 
Liv Louis 8R 
Kieran Lucas 7R 
Laiba Mahmood 7B 
Jess Marsden-Rainsford 
11L 
Max McCarthy 8B 
Finn McDonald 8L 
Alisha Miah 8N 
Billy Montgomery 9R 

Yasmin Murphy 8A 
Arahn Naseem 7K 
Isla Nash 7R 
Nadia Ouechtati 8L 
Sophie Parachini 8L 
Louise Pattison 8L 
Immy Pope 8R 
Abigail Riley 11N 
Daisy Ronald 11N 
Mila Shrigley 9N 
Ava Smith 8R 
Lee Smith 7A 
Rhianna Solomon 11R 
Megan Sparks 8A 
Maya Sutton 8B 
Mason Thorn 8R 
Emily Tonks 8A 
Ash Vanerp-Lee 8L 
Betsy Way 9L 

 
Congratulations to Anna Tickler who achieved Distinction in her Grade 3 Musical Theatre exam. 
 
INTERMEDIATE MATHS CHALLENGE RESULTS 
 
The Intermediate Maths Challenge is one of the UK’s biggest maths competitions run by the UK 
Mathematics Trust. We have achieved our best ever set of results from our mathematicians in 
years 9, 10 and 11 with 34 students qualifying for follow on rounds. Well done to all!  
 
Year 11 
 
Gold 
Max Martin 
Louis Harrison 
Eliza Davies 
Kai Largatzis 
Gabriella Sweeney 
Elliott Langstaffe 
Sebastian Fiedler 
Matilda Fletcher 
Thomas Johns 
Dexter Smith 
Silver 
Daisy Ronald 
Martha Davies 
Ben Leaver 
Anneka Wrentmore 
Yash Mehta 
Rory Chapman 
Katie Grimes 
Nathan Myers 
Bronze 
Ruth Clarke 
Caitlin Michael 
Amelie Cartlidge 

Eva Higgins 
Isabelle Jones 
Leila Palmer 
 
Year 10 
 
Gold 
Oliver Bardsley  
Thomas Neylon 
Frederick Terry 
Alastair Bending 
Gautham Sathiaseelan 
Josh Cherry 
Olivia Threlfall 
Silver 
Taine Wilton 
Zayd Moustaghfir 
Ralph Brooks 
Bronze 
Isabelle Beer 
Zachary Hall 
Dillon Muir 
Monty Ives Obrien 
Joshua Brown 
Louie Scott 
Alex Shaw 

Edie Trevor 
Madeleine Ballard Scott 
Zoe Robertson 
Merel Woodford 
Xerxes Gyara  
 
Year 9 
 
Gold 
Rafferty Smith 
Silver 
Max Tillotson 
Daisy Heal 
Chethana Darapunani 
Henri Palmer 
William Rodger 
Bronze 
Ewan Robson 
Emilia Harrison 
Sam Hawkins 
Henry Hills 
Stanley Roe 
Eloise Chadwick 
Anushka Jha 
Amelia Robinson 
Zachary White 

 
 
 



SCHOLARS' EDUCATION TRUST CONCERT 
 
On Monday 7 March the SJL Concert Band and 
Chamber Choir took part in the second ever 
Scholars’ Education Trust Concert at the Gordon 
Craig Theatre in Stevenage. The concert was 
three years in the making, having been cancelled 
at the very last minute in March 2020 due to the 
lockdown, so it was a relief and a delight to be 
able to finally come together for the first time 
since the inaugural concert at the Alban Arena in 
February 2019.  The concert brought together all 
the current schools in the trust: Sir John Lawes, 
Samuel Ryder, Robert Barclay, Harpenden 
Academy and Priory Academy, and in true 
collaborative spirit they performed an exciting and 
eclectic mix of music.  From Rachmaninov’s 
‘Vespers’ to Freddie Mercury’s ‘Queen in Concert’, 
‘Matilda the Musical’ to Bon Jovi, the concert was an 
exhilarating showcase of the depth and breadth of 
musical talent within the trust.   
  
For some students it was the first time they had ever 
performed on a stage, and for the primary students 
(who were lucky enough to watch the whole concert 
from the front row seats) it was an inspirational 
glimpse of opportunities to come. All students in the trust demonstrated great talent and 
professionalism, as well as embodying the all-important ACE. We are incredibly proud of them all! 
The SET Staff Choir were in strong voice too, and accompanied by a student band from SRA, 
proved that inter-trust student/staff musical collaboration is very much at the heart of the trust’s 
musical success.  
  
Congratulations and thank you to all the students and staff who took part in what was a brilliant 
event for all!  
  
The video is in the process of being edited and will be available to be viewed soon.   
 
THEATRE TRIPS FOR ALL DRAMA STUDENTS. 
 
I am delighted to let you know that trips to the theatre are back and this is our programme of visits 
for the rest of the school year: 
 

1. Year 9 Drama students will be visiting the vibrant hit musical & Juliet at The Shaftesbury 
Theatre in London on Thursday 21 April as part of their Arts Award. Being in the audience 
will enable their theatre review.  Leaving by coach at 5pm back at 10.45pm. There are a 
last few places remaining. 

2. Year 10 GCSE Drama trip to a matinee of the amazing stage production of Life of Pi at 
The Wyndhams Theatre London on Thursday 26 May leaving at midday by coach. Soon 
to be available on parent pay. 

3. There will be an A Level trip to Mike Bartlett’s new play The 47th at The Old Vic on 
Wednesday 4 May, leaving at 12.30pm and travelling by train. Soon to be available on 
parent pay. 

4. Year 7 and 8 Theatre Trip to David Walliams’ Billionaire Boy at Milton Keynes Theatre on 
Thursday 30 June. leaving by coach at 5.30pm and back at school at approximately 
9.30pm. Soon to be available on parent pay. 

 
Letters about and places for theatre trips are all available on parent pay with a lengthy window for 
payment until each trip is sold out. 
 
Many thanks - Tim Armitage / Head of Drama 
 
 
 
 



A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE REVISION MASTERCLASS FOR YEAR 12 AND YEAR 13 
 
The English department is running a ‘How to revise for your English Literature A Level’ masterclass 
in M4 after school on Thursday 17 March. The session will start at 15:40, and finish by 16:30. 
 
Year 12 and Year 13 students are welcome to attend. The aim of the session is to teach students 
effective strategies they can use to revise for their English Literature A Level. Therefore, the 
session will be useful for Year 12 as they prepare for their mock exams after Easter, and for Year 
13 as they begin revision for their summer exams.   
 
If you would like your child to attend, please respond to the form on Edulink. 
 
Mr Herbert 
 
YEAR 12 STATE SCHOOLS' OPEN DAY FOR ENGLISH LITERATURE STUDENTS 

 
Year 12 pupils are warmly invited to attend the annual State 
Schools’ Open Day, hosted by the English Faculty, 
University of Oxford, on Saturday 9 April 2022. This year, 
the day will be held online using Microsoft Teams. Those 
who attend will hear talks about the English course and 
admissions process, attend two live lectures, and ask 

current students about their experiences of Oxford. The virtual open day will run from 11:00 – 
14:00.  
 
Please click here to book your tickets by midday on Monday 4th April 2022. Students should 
register using their institutional email address. Places will be allocated on a first-come, first-served 
basis, so please do register as soon as you can in order to secure a place.  You will receive a 
Teams invite link on Thursday 7 April.  
 
Details of the lectures are: 
 
Shakespeare and Character  
Dr Emma Smith 
We tend to think of Shakespearean characters in psychological terms – their motivation, their arc, 
their true feelings. This lecture suggests some different, more theatrical ways to think about how 
Shakespeare does character, drawing on lots of different plays for the examples.  
 
Sherlock Holmes and Dorian Gray: Truth, Art and Immorality 
Dr Sos Eltis 
Arthur Conan Doyle's The Sign of Four and Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray were 
commissioned for Lippincott's over the same dinner with the magazine's editor. This lecture will 
look at the crucial differences and surprising similarities in the attitudes to truth, beauty and crime 
that made Holmes an icon of justice and Dorian a poster-boy for corrupt aestheticism.  
 
Mrs Brining 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
World Book Day Update 
It was lovely seeing many of our students 
reading in the library as well as teachers 
supporting World Book Day by bringing in 
their books.  We also received messages from 
a variety of well-known authors who saw our 
tweets including Robert Muchamore, Zoe 
Sugg, Robin Stevens, Sophie McKenzie, 
Karen McManus, and Penny Joelson.  Congratulations goes to 8L who won the 
“25 Years of Books” WBD form quiz for KS3 and 10A for KS4. 
 
Senior Reading Group 
The next Senior Reading Group is on Thursday 17th March at 1pm in the 
library’s Quiet Study room.  The two books we’ll be discussing are Loveless 
and the Vanishing Half and we have copies in the library available. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/state-schools-open-day-2022-tickets-289609107637


ECO TIP OF THE WEEK 
 
Choose for sustainable fashion, rather than fast fashion brands. It may cost most, but the 
clothes should last longer and have a lower environmental impact. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 9th TICKETS ON SALE! 

 

We are now formally launching the Festival on the Field 2022. 

Tickets can be ordered via the website or via this link 
 

 

 

MASSAOKE – the mass karaoke sensation 
ONE STEP BEHIND - Top Madness Tribute 

24K BRUNO – Bruno Mars brilliance 
ULTIMATE DUA LIPA – the clue’s in the name 

J K AS ROBBIE – looks & sounds just like the real thing 
 

 
STRATTON 5 – brilliant Indie Rock band 

EMMA MCGRATH – awesome singer song-writer 
THE UP AND OVERS – fantastic, fun covers band 

FRIENDS OF SIR JOHN LAWES QUIZ NIGHT 

TONIGHT! 
 
PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS HERE 

https://buytickets.at/festivalonthefield1/346481/r/sjl
http://www.festivalonthefield.co.uk/
https://buytickets.at/friendsofsjl/650579


SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 07/03 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday Football A&B 
Vs 

St Edmund’s 
College  
(Away) 

Football 
Vs 

St Edmund’s 
College  
(Home) 

Football 
Vs 

St Edmund’s 
College  
(Home) 

Football 
Vs 

St Edmund’s 
College  
(Away) 

 

Monday  Basketball  
Vs 

SCC 
(Home) 

District Netball 
Tournament  

@ 
STAHS 

 Year 11 Football 
Vs 

Roundwood 
(Away) 

Tuesday Girls Football (6 
a side) 

Tournament  
@ 

SRA 

Girls Football (6 
a side) 

Tournament  
@ 

SRA 
 

Rugby Final 
@ 

HRFC 
(2-4pm) 

District Cup 
Semi Final 

Football  
Vs 

STABS 
(Away) 

  

Wednesday Girls Football 
(9 a side) 

Vs 
RPS 

(Away) 

Girls Football 
(9 a side) 

Vs 
RPS 

(Away) 

  Football 
Vs 

Marlborough  
(Home 2.30ko) 

Thursday  Girls Rugby 
Festival  

@ 
SRA 

   

Friday INSET 
STAFF 

CONFERENCE 

INSET 
STAFF 

CONFERENCE 

INSET 
STAFF 

CONFERENCE 

INSET 
STAFF 

CONFERENCE 

INSET 
STAFF 

CONFERENCE 

Saturday Football 
Vs 

Verulam 
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

Verulam 
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

Verulam 
(TBC) 

Football 
Vs 

Verulam 
(TBC) 

 

 
Saturday Morning Results: FOOTBALL 
 

Opponent Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  

Katherine 
Warrington 

B = 1 – 4 LOSS 3 – 0 WIN 2 – 0 WIN No Game 

** Year 7 A & B are made as equal strength teams ** 
 
Football vs KWS 
This Saturday morning was the chance to create a new local rivalry with Katherine Warrington 
School as we had our first set of football fixtures against them.  
 
With the year 7s having already played them and won in the District Cup, there was an opportunity 
for the wider squad to get some minutes and try to impress. Unfortunately, KWS stuck with their A 
team and came out comfortable winners. However, both the year 8s and year 9s put in 
comfortable performances, with clean sheets, to win the other two games in cold, wet and windy 
conditions.  
 



The most important thing was that all the games were played in a good spirit which bodes well for 
our future fixtures in this new local derby! 
 
Year 10 District Cup Football vs Nicholas Breakspear  
The year 10s travelled to NBS for their District Cup 
fixture, the winners progressing to the Quarter Finals. Our 
opposition had picked up some good results in their 
Saturday morning fixtures of late and so the boys knew 
they would need to put in a good performance to 
progress to the next round.  
 
The boys did just that, immediately getting to grips with 
the artificial surface. They moved the ball quickly and 
opened up NBS on numerous occasion,s leading to a 
dominant first half performance. Goals from Sweeting (2), 
Watkiss and Stevenson saw the boys take a 4-0 lead into 
half time.  
 
With numerous changes made at half time, the game was 
a more even contest with OG adding to our tally to make 
the final result 5-0.  
 
Next up a HUGE County Cup Semi Final on Friday 
vs Croxley Danes… 
 
Year 10 Netball Tournament  
On the 3rd of March Year 10 had their first 
tournament at SJL due to cancellations in years 7,8 
and 9. Our first match was against Marlborough. It 
was a close match with high intensity but SJL 
managed to win 9-5. After our break we played 
Beaumont. We knew this was going to be a difficult 
game. We all played well and as a team, but 
unfortunately Beaumont won 5-9. Then we played 
Sandringham, who we had previously played, and 
drew. As we got the hang of things and started 
playing as a team, we secured the win 11-4. The 
next match we knew we had to win to get into the 
semi-finals. We played Samuel Ryder and got an 
early lead with the final score being 10-3 to SJL. In the semi-finals we played STAHS a strong side. 
We kept the defence and attack strong but after an afternoon of netball we all were feeling tired. 
Sadly, STAHS got the win with the final score being 12-3. 
 
By Mia  



 
 
 

  

 

 

Student Competition: My Career, 

My Vision 
Design your dream career and raise money for UNICEF 

 

 

 

    
 

In honour of the UK's National Careers Week, InvestIN is asking students to think 
creatively about their futures. 

 
The My Career, My Vision Competition 

  

We invite students aged 12-18 to submit an image depicting their dream 
career with an accompanying caption. The image can take any form - a photo, 

drawing, or anything else - as long as it's created by the student and clearly 
depicts what career they hope to go into. The more creative, the better! 

  

https://investin.org/blogs/news/careers-week-competition?utm_source=InvestIN%20Students%20and%20Parents&utm_campaign=8th%20March%20-%20Charity%20Competition%20-%20parents%2Fstudents%20%28YxXUe3%29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-16a0545625-&mc_cid=16a0545625&mc_eid=UNIQID


SKILLS GAP 

About Skills Gap 

Skills Gap is a career accelerator that runs insightful workshops for young 

people aged 15-19 – because it’s never too soon to think about building your 

skills for a competitive edge in your future studies and career. 

We’re offering a range of intensive workshops this spring, all designed 

specifically for 15-19 year olds and delivered to small groups by experienced 

industry experts: 

  

AI in Green Engineering 

Saturday, 12 Mar 2022 

From precision agriculture to solar roads and designs for flood risk prevention – AI has immense 

potential to help us develop practical ways to lower our carbon footprint and fight climate change. 

Our online workshop is led by a civil engineer and expert in machine learning techniques working 

in the global renewable technology sector. You’ll discover the latest trends in green engineering, 

explore the AI trends shaping its future, and get practical experience of using an AI algorithm to 

predict windfarm output. 

  

Careers in Nanotechnology 

Saturday, 19 Mar 2022 

There’s a new global industrial revolution underway and it’s small. Nanotechnology, the 

manipulation of matter at atomic and molecular level, is transforming everything from battery 

power to solar energy and space travel to oncology. Our online workshop is led by Ryo Mizuta, a 

nano enthusiast and postdoctoral researcher at Cambridge University. You’ll discover the trends 

shaping nanotech applications and get practical experience of using Python to scan electron 

microscopy data, analysing graphene for real-world applications. 

  

AI in Chemistry 

Sunday, 20 Mar 2022 

Today’s chemists have a powerful tool that’s helping to reshape our understanding of the matter 

our world is made of. AI has the potential to analyse molecules at speed and even design new 

ones – leading to faster drug development and better carbon capture. Our workshop, led by a PhD 

Researcher in Computational Chemistry, will introduce you to the world of AI in chemistry and the 

exciting range of career prospects it offers. You’ll also get hands-on experience creating a 

machine learning algorithm to predict drug solubility. 

  

AI in Astrophysics 

Saturday, 26 Mar 2022 

With new telescopes powerful enough to see galaxies formed in the wake of the big bang, our 

online workshop introduces the AI helping scientists to interpret this data to identify stars and plot 

the shape of the universe. Taught by Joe Sims, an AI PhD student at Leeds University, you’ll step 

into the inspiring world of AI in astrophysics and get first-hand experience of using a 

neural network to classify stars. 

  

AI in Aerospace Engineering 

Saturday, 9 Apr 2022 

AI is pushing the boundaries of engineering – and not just with the reality of autonomous flight. 

From simulated flight training to lightweight components and predictive maintenance, engineers 

are still discovering its full potential. Our workshop is taught by Laurence Cook, an expert in the 

field of computational design in aerospace. He’ll introduce you to the latest developments in AI 

https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-trukxly-ohutundiy-y/
https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-trukxly-ohutundiy-j/
https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-trukxly-ohutundiy-t/
https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-trukxly-ohutundiy-i/
https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-trukxly-ohutundiy-d/


and aerospace engineering and give you practical real-world experience developing an AI 

algorithm to design an aircraft wing. 

  

If you’re looking for a competitive edge for your studies or career, our workshops are the perfect 

opportunity to arm yourself with valuable skills and knowledge. 

For further information and to register for any of the events, please visit www.skillsgap.tech. 

If you have any questions, please email ian.dodd@skillsgap.tech.  

https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-trukxly-ohutundiy-k/
mailto:ian.dodd@skillsgap.tech

