
End of Term Newsletter No 816 – 1 April 2022  
 
Well we hope you all enjoyed the lovely weather last week because, as we write this, it’s snowing 
outside.  The British weather certainly keeps us on our toes!  Nevertheless, as we reach the end of 
the Spring term, regardless of the temperatures, we can warm ourselves on the memories of a term 
where SJL staff and students have once again achieved fantastic things.  The return of our 
International Enrichment Day and Careers Fair last week went even better than we could have hoped.  
There was a real buzz around the site as our younger students danced, investigated, debated and 
researched information about their roles and responsibilities as global citizens.  Meanwhile in the 6th 
form, SJL students were joined by peers from across the Scholars’ Education Trust, to hear from 
industry experts in workshops in the morning and then by several other local schools for our main 
fair, where we had representatives (and one dog!) from over 60 different organisations ready and 
waiting to talk to them about potential careers.  It really was a wonderful day and thanks so much to 
the staff who (as usual) went above and beyond to make it special for the students.  Particular thanks 
to Mrs Lord, who led our Careers Fair for the first time and did a magnificent job! 
 
Thank you to all the students and families who contributed to the Reach out to Refugees appeal last 
week.  We are delighted to announce that we raised an amazing £3516.50!  This is one of the best 
charity responses we’ve ever had as a school and we are really grateful that our community came 
together so effectively for this important cause. 
 
Earlier this week, we were able to hold our Prizegiving, postponed from just before Christmas. Again, 
it was a delight to have our prize-winning students, past and present, and their families back at 
Rothamsted Institute in person and it was particularly nice to have last year’s Year 13 students back 
with us so we could hear about what they have been up to since leaving SJL.  Due to the re-arranged 
date, our speaker, Professor Helen Margolis, couldn’t be with us in person but sent us a fascinating 
video presentation about her work as a Head of Time and Frequency at NPL, the UK’s National 
Metrology Institute.   
 
And in a final sign of normal school life returning we are also able to end this term with good wishes 
to our year 10 geography students who are heading on a residential field trip next week!  We are 
sure they will have a valuable few days away and we thank the staff who are giving up their holidays 
to take them. 
 
Of course, we know that although we are now ‘living with’ Covid, it hasn’t completely gone away.  
So, as we reach the Easter break, we would encourage the whole SJL community to continue to 
take sensible precautions to stay safe and healthy over the holidays by remembering the ‘Hands, 
Face, Space’ mantra.  On a final Covid related note, as the weather will definitely(?!) be warmer when 
we return for the summer term, students will no longer be allowed to keep coats on in lessons and 
we will have a renewed focus on smart uniform so we can pick up any issues that might have been 
hidden underneath those layers for the past few months.  Students may also wear their summer 
shirts from April, but as a reminder, these must be the correct short-sleeved SJL summer shirt with 
the logo on the pocket and they must be worn untucked.  Blazers must still be worn at all times. 
 
Have a very Happy Easter! 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Philip Newbery   Claire Robins  

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk


LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 

• The letter to Year 11 parents concerning the Prom is now available on Edulink 

To parents of Year 11 reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on 
our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  
 
Madeleine Ballard Scott 
10A 
Oliver Bardsley 10B 
Oliver Bardsley 10B 
Ryan Bird 9R 
Emma Bracey 9B 
Abby Brookes 12K 
Joshua Brown 10L x 2 
Charlie Buckler 13L 
Katie Burroughs 12L 
Ollie Burroughs 12N 
Toby Cherry 12H 
Hafsa Chowdhury 7A 
Isla Clarke 7B 
Jack Condon 12L 
Will Farrar 7L 
Thomas Fox 11N 
William Gates 8K 
Elliot Grose 9N 
Rebecca Hall 9H 
Will Hall 12L x 3 
Torin Hillcoat 11N 
Anais Hoey 8L 

Charlotte Holland 12H 
William Horton 8A 
Ehinon Ikhine 10L 
Finlay Jackson 11R 
Anushka Jha 9R 
Kaivalya Kshirsagar 7R 
Jamie Lamb 11H 
Kai Largatzis 11B 
Ellis Leal 10R 
Anthony Leung 7K 
Ben Light 8A 
Jessica Lucas 9A 
Jess Marsden-Rainsford 
11L 
William McGuinness 9K 
Alexa Milella 9B 
Rhea Mitchell 8L 
Lenny Morfitt 11R 
Max Moverley 11R 
Dillon Muir 10R 
Siena Murphy 8K 
Thomas Neylon 10B 
Imogen O'Cuinneagain 11K 

Micah Ogu 10K 
Adam O'Neill 12H 
Kuzey Otuk 8H 
Archie Panther 12L 
Rose Parkinson 11K 
Ella Partridge 12R 
James Riccitelli 12R 
Charlotte Richardson 13H 
Zoe Robertson 10H 
Ben Rodger 10B 
Ollie Ronald 9B 
Evie Rose 8H 
Sophie Sutton 7K 
Olivia Threlfall 10K 
Edie Trevor 10B 
Darya Vayzert 7B 
Samuel Walker 10A 
Beth Watkins 12H 
Nell Way 12K 
Harrison Whiting 12B 
Taine Wilton 10B 

 
Congratulations to the following students who recently passed their music exams: 
 

• Emma Bird Grade 7 Piano with Merit  

• Jose Lloyd Grade 6 Piano 

• Ayla Butler Grade 2 Piano 

• Jess Factor Grade 5 violin with Merit 

• Rafferty Smith Grade 7 Cello with Distinction 

 
REMINDERS FROM MRS KELLY, EXAMS OFFICER 
 
Summer Public Exams 
Summer exam timetables will be issued to students and available on Edulink by the end of the 
week.   
Any future amendments will be shown on Edulink. 
Don’t lose your timetable – Put it somewhere obvious where you will see it e.g. on the fridge 
Read it carefully- check whether your exam is in the morning (9.00AM start) or in the afternoon 
(1.30PM start).  You must be in school on the Lower Courts 20 minutes prior to the start of your 
exam so that you can be registered. 
It is important to remember that all unauthorised items e.g. watches, mobile phones, headphones, 
air pods, notes, books, flashcards, tissues etc must be put in bags before going into exam rooms 
or not brought to school.  None of these items must be brought into exam rooms. 
The Easter holiday is an ideal time to check that you have all the right equipment for your exam 
which must be in a transparent pencil case or clear plastic bag:   

• BLACK pens only 
• Pencil 
• Rubber 

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


• Ruler 
• And if the exam requires them: a calculator but no lid, compass and protractor. 
• 6th Form students – remember to wear your lanyards 

Only water is allowed in the exam room – it must be in a small, clear, see through bottle without 
labels. 
If you are unable to attend your exam, please call the school to let us know you are not attending.   
If not, we will call you, in case you have forgotten the exam time.  If you are ill/injured and are 
unable to attend, you will need to provide a doctor’s certificate within 3 days of the exam to the 
Examinations Officer.   
Finally, get everything you need for the exam ready the night before and have a good night’s sleep. 
If you need any further guidance please look at the Exams Guidance booklet and/or the JCQ 
Information which is available on the exams page on the website www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/743/exam-
information-13  Good luck to all students. 
 
REMINDERS - SCHOOL UNIFORM AND MOBILE PHONES 
 
We are extremely grateful for the continued support of parents in uniform matters.  We rely heavily 
on your assistance and influence from home to help us maintain the very high standards that make 
Sir John Lawes School stand out as one of the best.  However, due to the pandemic and the cold 
weather, we have seen a slight drop in uniform standards and we will be addressing this at the 
start of the summer term.  Please check your child’s uniform in plenty of time in case you need to 
order replacement items online to be ready for the start of next term. 
 
Coats will no longer be allowed in lessons in the summer term. 
 
A reminder that the SJL summer shirts may be worn after the Easter break, and for the summer 
term only – these are short sleeved and have the school crest on the breast pocket.  Students are 
not required to wear a tie with the summer shirt and they should be worn untucked.  Standard 
school shirts (long sleeved with buttons to the neck) may still be worn instead, but must be fully 
buttoned-up, tucked in and worn with a school tie.  
 
Skirts – we would be grateful if parents would take the time to check their child’s skirts over the 

holiday, as many students appear to have put on a growth spurt over recent months!  A 

reminder that skirts must be worn on the knee and not rolled over at the waist.  Tights must be 

navy - black tights are not permitted.  Students wearing school trousers must wear black socks 

only.  

 

Please also take care to ensure that your son/daughter does not have an extreme hair cut over 

the holidays.  Please read the guidance on the school website.  Any facial piercings/false 

nails/eyelashes/hair extensions etc., must be removed before students return to school.  

Students are allowed one piercing in the lower earlobe only; other jewellery and makeup should 

not be worn to school.  

 

Full details about our uniform can be found on the SJL website but if you have any queries 

please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Brazier at the school.  

 

Lastly, a reminder that if your son/daughter brings any electronic device into school, it remains 
their responsibility and must be kept secure and switched off in their school bag or locker (not in 
uniform pockets), unless a member of staff in a specific situation tells them otherwise.  This 
includes throughout break and lunchtimes.  Mobile phones will be confiscated if they are used in 
school without permission. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: It is school policy that confiscated phones may be held on reception for 
parents to collect at the end of the school day.    
 

In an emergency situation where you need to contact your son/daughter, we ask that you call 
reception and a message will be passed to him/her as soon as possible.  Please do not 
encourage your child(ren) to break school rules by attempting to exchange text messages with 
them, or to call them directly during the school day.    
 

Once again, we thank you for your support in these matters.  
 
 

http://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/743/exam-information-13
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UNWANTED UNIFORM 
 
We ask that you consider donating any unwanted items of uniform to our uniform swap shop 
which we hope to have up and running very soon.  Please drop these off at reception. 
 
Thank you. 
The Climate Action Group 
 
CLIMATE ACTION GROUP 
 

 
Another SJL Climate protest took place in Harpenden at lunchtime last Friday to coincide with the 
Fridays for Future campaign.  This youth-led campaign calls millions of young people from around 
the globe to unite to highlight concerns about the growing climate emergency and to demand 
climate justice for all.  Students from Roundwood Park School and Katherine 
Warington School also took part.  The group was spurred on by the wonderful 
support of passers-by, local residents and businesses alike and we send our 
grateful thanks and best wishes to every one of them!   
 
The Climate Action Group 
 
HAVE YOU MET….  
 
On Tuesday last week, some of our students took part in our termly Have You 
Met event in the hall. They invited their parents/carers and teachers to come 
and find out more about them and their interests both in and out of school. 
All our students were thoroughly engaged with the 
event and proud to show us more about themselves 
and what makes them tick. As always, it was really 
lovely discovering more about our students and 
meeting their parents. The hall was filled with lots of 
wonderful things such as coin collections, awards, 
medals and certificates, favourite books, home 
baked brownies, photos and a wide variety of pets! 
Well done everybody who took part.   
 
Mrs Michel. 
 
 
 
 
 



TEXTILES UPDATE 
 
We are nearing the end of our GCSE and A level Textile courses and the students are preparing for 
their exhibitions, there is some fantastic work!  
Does anyone have any tailors’ dummy/ dressmakers’ dummy/ dressmakers’ mannequins that we 
could have/borrow for straight after Easter? There are a lot of outfits that would benefit from being 
displayed on a body! Please let me know. crichardson@sjl.herts.sch.uk  
 
Also, we have lent out a lot of textile equipment over the last few years, so if you find anything 
lurking under beds/on top of cupboards, please may we have it back! Every bit back will help.  
Thanks to all of you for your continued support for Textiles with donations and ‘heads up’ about 
exhibitions/useful connections etc. Much appreciated.  
 
Happy creative Easter to all! 
 

 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Neurodiversity Celebration Week 
This week-long event allowed pupils and teachers to learn more about 
neurodiversity. The library has plenty of resources, both fiction and non-fiction, 
to celebrate all kinds of minds. 
 
Easter Fun in the Library 
We had an Easter Egg Hunt in the library during lunch time from Monday 
28th March to 31st March, which the students enjoyed. 
 
National Reading Champions Quiz Update 
The students who took part in the National Reading Champions Quiz 
received their certificate in the library.  Well done to Team B who came 
joint 7th. 

mailto:crichardson@sjl.herts.sch.uk


 
 
CAREERS DAY 2022 
 
On Thursday 24 March 2022 the annual SJL Careers Day made a welcome return. The aim of the 
day was to educate our Year 12 students on the full array of opportunities available to them post A 
Level including School Leaver, Apprenticeship Programmes and Graduate Schemes. 
 
With 48 Employer Talks in the morning session, our Year 12 students were incredibly lucky to get 
first hand advice from a wide range of industry experts; and with more than 60 Careers Fair 
exhibitors, the afternoon provided a fantastic opportunity for over 800 students from SJL and 5 
different secondary schools to meet with a high calibre of local, national and international 
companies. We were also delighted to welcome Councillor Teresa Heritage - Executive Member 
for Children, Young People & Families, to the afternoon Careers Fair.   
 
Our greatest thanks go to all those who supported us in making this event so successful.  
 
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/739/careers-day 
 
 
Y7 GIRLS’ CODING WORKSHOP 
 
SJL’s Computing Department has a long-running relationship with 
Harpenden’s Cisco office and we were delighted to be able to organise a face-
to-face workshop last week for the first time in a long time! In order to 
challenge the computing gender gap, a group of 20 Year 7 girls were invited to 
spend the afternoon finding out more about computer programming. We 
would like to thank Cisco very much for organising this event and hope to be 
able to run more of these events in the future! Here is a student’s write-up of 
the afternoon: 
 
On Wednesday 23rd March, Year 7 girls were offered the chance to spend the 
afternoon learning about coding with Cisco. During the coding afternoon, I got 
a range of new knowledge. We had to code a ‘Rock, Paper, Scissors’ game in 
the language Python. The instructions told us how to build the game line by 
line which broke it down into easier steps. We learnt about ‘If’ statements and how they help in 
coding. When we were coding the end of the game, where the computer said if the player or the 
computer had won, the instructions only gave us two thirds of the commands: we had to figure the 
rest out ourselves! During the afternoon, we listened to a number of presentations; one of them 
was about 5G, one was about Ada Lovelace and one was about jobs in coding. They were all really 
interesting and I learnt loads. In the future, I would love to be given the opportunity to attend more 
of these types of afternoons. They give people an insight into a new area of education that they 
might not have thought as being interesting. They are really fun.  
 
Kate (7B) 
 
  

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/739/careers-day


DRAGONS’ APPRENTICE NEWS 
Our Dragons’ Apprentice team, 5G, picked 
up the ‘Best Presentation’ award at the 
winners’ ceremony this week. The team 
raised £775.71 for RDA at Gaddesden Place 
– a charity focused on riding for the disabled. 
The was achieved by running a series of 
events including; sweet and Christmas 
decoration sales and a virtual game event. 
The judges were very impressed with the 
team’s professional presentation which 
detailed the activities they did to raise money 
for the charity and what they learned from 
the process. The presentation was very 
detailed and the presenters spoke clearly, 
knowledgeably and enthusiastically about 
their challenge. Well done all.  

 
STAFF LANGUAGES CHALLENGE! 
 
Students and staff have been meeting this term to learn a variety of languages.  It has been great 
to see the lessons taking place and share the enthusiasm of both the teachers and the staff.  I 
asked them how they had found their first term and this is what some of them said: 
 
ROMANIAN 
Q: What has been the most challenging aspect of learning a language? 
Mr Garcia - It is something that needs to be revisited very regularly but it has been difficult to meet 
regularly. I imagine ideal language learning is more daily than weekly, especially where 
pronunciation is concerned. 
Alice - Having the patience to go over things that they don’t understand 
Q: What has been the most enjoyable aspect of learning a language? 
Mr Garcia - I love to wider knowledge and links you make with language learning. For example, I 
liked finding connections between the words I was learning and words I know from English or 
Latin, and I liked it when Alice taught me about Romanian culture and customs. 
Alice - Having the ability to be the teacher instead of the student and being able to teach 
Q: How can you tell that your student has made progress? 
Mr Garcia - Alice did a great lesson where she recapped before moving on. This was very helpful 
for language learning especially. Alice has also modelled pronunciation - she has very high 
standards with this! I have been set homework to go over the words I learn in the lesson and 
practice the pronunciation. 
Alice – His pronunciation is getting better. 
Q: What can you do now that you couldn’t do before? 
Mr Garcia - Meet and greet, count to nearly 100, introduce myself, pronounce words in Romanian 
(still very difficult to get absolutely right!). 
Q: Is there anything else you would like to add? 
Alice - I have been very impressed by Mr Garcia’s willingness to learn and the effort he has put in 
– it is great! 
 
ITALIAN 
Q: What has been the most challenging aspect of learning a language? 
Mrs Brookes - Some of the pronunciations have been tricky. 
Aliya - Organising the lessons 
Q: What has been the most enjoyable aspect of learning a language? 
Mrs Brookes - Making some progress. Feels good to have mastered a topic! 
Aliya - Watching them progress and the freedom of being a teacher 
Q: How has your teacher supported you learning the language? 
Mrs Brookes - Aliya has been very patient even when I get frustrated with myself. She is always 
positive and encouraging. 
Aliya - Through vocab tests and taking their knowledge outside the lessons 
Q: What can you do now that you couldn’t do before? 
Mrs Brookes - I am pretty good on colours and food, making progress on numbers and can 
navigate a menu eating out. 
 
 



MANDARIN 
Q: What has been the most challenging aspect of learning a language? 
Mrs Abbas- The most challenging part has been getting the pronunciation right and using the 
correct accents.  
Anthony - Having to change the way or the word/sentence I am teaching depending on the 
progress my student is making. 
Q: What has been the most enjoyable aspect of learning a language? 
Mrs Abbas - How passionate my teacher is!   
He is a wonderful teacher. I have also learnt about cultural aspects of Hong Kong as well as the 
language.  
Anthony - To let more people know how to speak mandarin.  Giving homework and being a 
teacher. 
Q: How has your teacher supported you learning the language? 
Mrs Abbas - He has come to lessons well prepared. He appreciates that this is completely new for 
me so has been very patient.  
Q: How can you tell that your student has made progress? 
Anthony - My student can speak some words of greeting in Mandarin and write some Mandarin. 
 
SPANISH 
Q: What has been the most challenging aspect of learning a language? 
Ms Pullinger - Remembering some of the vocabulary from week to week, especially if there are 
similarities between specific words or with other languages. 
Charlie - I think that the most challenging aspect of teaching a language is the pronunciation – it 
may be easy for me to demonstrate, but it takes a bit more time to learn. 
Q: What has been the most enjoyable aspect of learning a language? 
Ms Pullinger - Working alongside the student teacher and being taught the pronunciation. 
Charlie - The most enjoyable aspect of teaching a language is watching my student progress, 
remember spelling and understand the language deeper. 
Q: How has your teacher supported you learning the language? 
Ms Pullinger - Quizzes and interactive activities on the whiteboard have been fun. 
Q: How can you tell that your student has made progress? 
Charlie - I can tell that my student is making progress because every lesson they get more 
confident and are able to use more words/phrases and grammatical structures to ‘build’ sentences 
and learn greetings. 
Q: What can you do now that you couldn’t do before? 
Ms Pullinger - I can introduce myself in Spanish, name several colours and animals and count to 
five! 
Q: Is there anything else you would like to add? 
Charlie - Every lesson my student has managed to revise homework, whilst juggling 
home/work/family responsibilities. 
 
PORTUGUESE 
Q: What has been the most challenging aspect of learning a language? 
Mrs Santos-Richmond - I am always afraid to get it wrong and a bit embarrassed to try it out 
loud.  Also, I am used to Portuguese and my teacher speaks Brazilian Portuguese so some words 
have different pronunciation.  This is a challenge. 
Matthew - It has not really been challenging at all but I think teaching the tenses has been tricky. 
Q: What has been the most enjoyable aspect of learning a language? 
Mrs Santos-Richmond - It is reassuring when things I know are correct.   
Q: What has been the most enjoyable aspect of teaching a language? 
Matthew - Seeing the progress made. 
Q: How has your teacher supported you learning the language? 
Mrs Santos-Richmond - My teacher is very patient and encouraging, even when I have not done 
my 'learning' homework.  He is always very well prepared. 
Q: How can you tell that your student has made progress? 
Matthew - She is able to understand and talk everyday sentences more. 
Q: What can you do now that you couldn’t do before? 
Mrs Santos Richmond - I am slightly better at constructing sentences with the correct grammar, 
not all just present tense. 
 
 
 
 
 



GERMAN PLAY 
 
On Monday morning, students from years 9, 
10 and 11 that study German were lucky 
enough to watch a German play. It was very 
enjoyable and gave students a brilliant 
opportunity to further deepen their 
understanding of the German language. The 
play was about a girl called Mia who takes 
her horoscope very seriously and doesn’t 
understand when things don’t go as her as 
her star sign predicted. It was a wonderful 
experience and really helped to consolidate 
our knowledge about the language.  
 
Florence Arbury 
 
 
 
The MFL department. 
 
 
FRIENDS OF SJL FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

 
A big thank you to everyone who came along to 
our Quiz Night on 11 March. We're delighted to 
announce that £1800 was raised for the school to 
go towards improving the Oasis area in the 
school. 
 
Congratulations to ‘And then 
there were 4’ for their well-

deserved victory after a nail-biting tie-break!  From the 
welcome drinks, to the heads and tails game, Godfreys 
supper and quiz extraordinaire - we’ve had the most 
amazing feedback and we can’t wait to host it again 
next year! 
 
In the meantime, you can also help us raise funds for the 
school for free via easyfundraising, which generates 
FREE donations with your everyday shopping. It's quick 
and easy to sign up. Plus, once you've raised your first 
£5, easyfundraising will double it! Sign up now: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fosjl/ 
 
MASSOLIT Video Essay Competition 2022 

    
Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 are invited to create a “MASSOLIT-style” 
video lecture running at around 8-12 minutes on any academic topic.  
SJL subscribes to MASSOLIT and sample videos are at their YouTube channel and through 
your SJL MASSOLIT login. 
 
We'd like you to research, write and create a short (8-12 minute) lecture on a topic of your choice. 
Your lecture should be a 'talking head' style, like all the lectures on MASSOLIT, though you should 
feel free to make use of props (e.g. quoting from a book, playing some music, demonstrating a 
concept with props, etc.) if you feel it adds to your explanation. 
Entries will be judged on: 
 

• the educational value of the lecture – does the viewer learn something interesting and 
unexpected? 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.easyfundraising.org.uk%2Fcauses%2Ffosjl%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb473f45911cf476acf4308da0c5da678%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637835893614129476%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=1BUutucz%2B%2FMHq05NNUwfSwdA7Gh7bfUws6BbdeJ8Tgw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWITMkkllOYZmyVWzQm5kuw


• the clarity and concision of the script – is the material structured in a logical way? 
• confidence and clarity of delivery – is the speaker looking at the camera? Are they 

speaking loudly and clearly? 
• creativity 

 
The production quality of entries won’t be judged, so please don't worry about what you shoot 
your video on, and please don't waste any time on post-production. The winner will receive a £200 
Amazon voucher and your film will be professionally edited and feature on https://massolit.io/  
See https://massolit.io/competition?source=newsletter for more information. 
 
Mrs Brining 
 

2022 BME CONFERENCE, SATURDAY 23 APRIL 

 

 
Applications are open to attend the 2022 edition of 
our Black and Minority Ethnic Conference, this year 
hosted virtually via Zoom. 
 

The day’s activities will run from 10:30-15:00 and are aimed at providing attendees with an insight 
into what life is like as a Cambridge student, particularly for those from under-represented 
backgrounds, as well as providing the opportunity to immerse themselves within a college 
environment and get all questions answered - be that about University generally, specifically about 
the Oxbridge admissions process, or about societies! The day’s activities will bust myths about 
Cambridge and help prepare the students for applying to University.  
 
This free event is open to Year 11 & 12 students who should complete the following online 
application form: https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4Vg92xJTWyHH2Fo by 
Wednesday 13 April 2022.  
 
Places are limited on this event. In the event of over-subscription, places will be assigned by the 
College on the basis of academic criteria. Students will be informed whether they have a place at 
the conference shortly after this deadline. 
 
Please find an overview of the planned day below: 
 

• 10.30-11.00: Welcome Presentation from our Undergraduate BME Officer 
• 11.00-12.00: Undergraduates Live Q+A – an honest discussion about life at Cambridge 
• 12.00-1.00: Lunch break 
• 1.00-2.00: Taster Supervisions in subject streams 
• 2.00-3.00: Societies Panel Discussion (featuring representatives from the Cambridge 

Student Union, the Afro-Caribbean Society, the Pakistani Society and more!) 
  

 
 

 
 
The Caius Explore project for Year 12s is now live on our 

website! https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/access-

outreach/resources-and-events/caius-explore 

 

• Students will find on the site a selection of tasks and questions across fifteen different 
subjects*. They are aimed at helping to develop students’ academic interests beyond the 
school curriculum. Not only is developing academic interests one of the best things 
applicants can be doing to make themselves as competitive as possible but it's a very 
good thing to do for its own sake! 

 
• That is the spirit in which all of these explorations have been set: we hope that they will be 

genuinely engaging, that they will encourage and help you explore your academic 
interests, and most of all that they will be enjoyable. 

 

https://massolit.io/
https://massolit.io/competition?source=newsletter
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4Vg92xJTWyHH2Fo
https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/access-outreach/resources-and-events/caius-explore
https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/access-outreach/resources-and-events/caius-explore


• Students must submit any entries here, by 31st July 2022. We will pick our favourites and 
invite students to come to Caius to meet our Directors of Studies, our students, have a 
tour, and more. There will also be other prizes which we hope will help you continue your 
academic exploration journey. 

 

*These subjects include: Archaeology, Economics, Engineering, English, History, Human, Social & 
Political Sciences, Law, Medicine and more! 
 

Mrs Brining 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 9th TICKETS ON SALE! 

 

We are now formally launching the Festival on the Field 2022. 

Tickets can be ordered via the website or via this link 
 

 

 

MASSAOKE – the mass karaoke sensation 
ONE STEP BEHIND - Top Madness Tribute 

24K BRUNO – Bruno Mars brilliance 
ULTIMATE DUA LIPA – the clue’s in the name 

J K AS ROBBIE – looks & sounds just like the real thing 
 

 
STRATTON 5 – brilliant Indie Rock band 

EMMA MCGRATH – awesome singer song-writer 
THE UP AND OVERS – fantastic, fun covers band 

SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 18/04 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday      

Monday BANK 
HOLIDAY 

BANK 
HOLIDAY 

BANK HOLIDAY BANK HOLIDAY BANK 
HOLIDAY 

Tuesday INSET 
DAY 

INSET 
DAY 

INSET 
DAY 

INSET 
DAY 

INSET 
DAY 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5pxXkQ3G81wSzhI
https://buytickets.at/festivalonthefield1/346481/r/sjl
http://www.festivalonthefield.co.uk/


Wednesday      

Thursday      

Friday    Football 
COUNTY CUP 

FINAL  
Vs 

Sandringham 
@ 

Welwyn Garden 
City FC 7pm KO 

 

Saturday      

 
Saturday Morning Results: Football 

Opponent Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  

Simon Balle 
School 

7A = 1 – 1 DRAW 4 – 0 WIN NO GAME 3 – 1 WIN 

 
** Year 7 A & B are made as equal strength teams * 
 
Football Results vs Simon Balle 
This was our last set of Saturday morning fixtures of the year. Unfortunately, they could not be a 
full complement with Simon Balle’s year 9 team becoming unavailable at the last minute! 
 
The year 7s suffered a last-minute equalizer to stop a clean sweep of results. The 8s finished on a 
high and our successful year 10 team bounced back from Friday night cup defeat to ensure they 
finished with an unbeaten Saturday morning season! 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the boys from both the Rugby and Football 
teams for their effort, enthusiasm and availability.  
 
Here’s to next season! 
 
**Breaking news** 
After 3 years spent at Watford FC, year 11 student, Zach, 
has made the next step in his football career signing for 
Crystal Palace. This is a permanent deal for an 
undisclosed fee and was completed in the January 
Transfer Window.  
 
Gaining a professional contract at such a young age is a 
huge achievement and one that the whole School, 
especially the PE Department, are extremely proud of!  
 
Crystal Palace have certainly gained an exciting young talent.   
 
Year 10 District Cup Quarter Final Football vs Townsend 
SJL 7-0 Townsend   
Goals from:  
Sweeting x2, Emery, Stevenson, Marsh (header), Myers, OG 
 
SJL cruised to victory to meet either Sandringham or Beaumont in the semi-final of the District 
Cup.  
 
 
Year 10 Football District Cup Semi-Final vs Beaumont  
SJL 1-2 Beaumont  
 
For the first time this season the game did not go our way and Beaumont deserved the win with a 
much better performance. We are so proud of this group of boys and the solemn journey on the 



bus home showed us how much they love playing for the school. Football is not always about 
winning but learning from defeat.  
 
We will come back stronger after Easter in the County Cup final. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 Girls Netball Semi Final  
After a fantastic season the semi-final vs STAHS was one game too far for the girls. They battled 
hard throughout but, in the end, the better team progressed to the final with the final result 30-11.  
 
We wish STAHS all the best! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Indoor Athletics  
The year 7 girls team successfully made it through the District Competition a few weeks ago so 
found themselves competing at the County Championships in Ware on Tuesday.  
 
Unfortunately, the girls had to settle for an agonizing 4th place, just missing out on the medals! The 
girls have been fantastic on their journey to these championships putting in plenty of practice time. 
This bodes well for the summer term with a full athletics season looming! 
 
Well Done to all involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2022 Herts Secondary Inter-District Gala  
Hannah, Charlie, Henry and James represented the school as part of the St Albans and District 
team on Friday. They came away with ALL 6 TEAM TROPHIES on offer!  (the first time this has 
been done by the district) Their individual results are below…  
 
Henry:  
Junior boys medley relay team GOLD  
Junior boys freestyle relay team GOLD 
 
Charlie: 
50m fly BRONZE 
Inter boys freestyle relay team SILVER 
 
Hannah: 
50m fly GOLD 
Senior Girls medley relay GOLD 
Senior girls freestyle relay GOLD and NEW RECORD  
 
James:  
50m fly SILVER  
Senior boys medley relay GOLD and NEW RECORD  
 
And breathe… what a fantastic set of results from our amazing swimmers! 
 
Year 7 and 8 Girls’ Football 
The B team faced RPS, STAGs, SRA and KWS.  A goal from Catherine L secured a victory in the 
first match against STAGs. We went on to draw against both RPS and SRA. SJL did have more 
chances in both matches but struggled to convert these to goals. Our final match against KWS 
was perhaps the best terms of competitive play but we were narrowly beaten by KWS, who went 
on to win the competition overall.  
 
It was a close competition which was finally decided on goal difference and resulted in 2nd place 
for SJL. Well done to all players 
 



           APRIL LECTURES 

Follow this link for further information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/attend/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6YGknZ7w9gIVGurtCh3d7wsXEAAYASAAEgKeO_D_BwE


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Further details for ages 15-18 years 

Click here for further details    Further details for ages 12-14 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://investin.org/pages/choose-your-summer-experience-ages-15-18?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=92b32d4af6-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-92b32d4af6-&mc_cid=92b32d4af6&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://investin.org/blogs/news/spring-into-success-careers-roadmap
https://investin.org/pages/choose-your-summer-career-experience-ages-12-14?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=92b32d4af6-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-92b32d4af6-&mc_cid=92b32d4af6&mc_eid=UNIQID

