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Whilst some of the teachers (well me, definitely), were feeling a 
little sleep deprived after the Prom on Wednesday evening, the 
students themselves looked impeccable at Thursday’s year 11 
Leavers’ Ceremony. We were delighted to be able to hold a full 
ceremony with family and friends for the first time since the 
pandemic and it was wonderful to have everyone back together 
again.  These 2 days are a welcome pause for our young people 
before their exams begin in earnest, and they are well-earned 
after the hard work they have been putting in over the past few 
weeks and months.  The Prom was a magnificent occasion at 

Luton Hoo walled garden, with students dressed in their finery and enjoying food, music and fun 
together including, at one point, what must be a contender for the world’s largest conga line!  Then 
at their Leavers’ Ceremony, they got to hear staff pay tribute to their past 5 years at the school and 
to give their own thanks to those who have helped them along the way.  It was all absolutely lovely 
and a few tears were definitely shed!  Thanks to Ms Heley, Mrs Beckett and the team for all their 
hard work organising both events – and of course for supporting year 11.  We wish the students 
every success in their exams and look forward to seeing what they have achieved in the summer. 
 
Next Thursday will see our Year 13 students enjoy their leavers’ ceremony, as they prepare to start 
study leave for their A level and Btec exams.  Owing to growing numbers in our 6th form, the event 
will be held in the sports hall for the very first time, and we are really looking forward to seeing a 
good turnout for what we are sure will be another emotional event! 
 
Congratulations to all the year 10 students who performed in the music showcase earlier this 
week.  It was great to see our older students demonstrating their talents, individually and together.  
Performing to a live audience makes such a difference, so thanks to those who came along to 
show their support and enjoy the excellent entertainment.  Given that our music staff and many of 
the musicians were also hear on Friday night taking part in our Jazz Night, special thanks must go 
to them for all the extra hours they put in to the musical life of the school! 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Claire Robins  
 
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible: 
 
Josh Baker 8B Alfie Carberry 13N Alfie Cross 13H 
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Tamuda Gunda 13H 
Sophie Harrison 13L 

Dylan Joyce 13L 
Charlotte Pemberthy 13B 

Charlie Ross Arévalo 7L 
Stanley Scott 13A 

 
Congratulations to Rowan Chivers who passed his Grade 2 Drums exam with Distinction. 
 
STUDENT LEADERS 
 
Our proud and newly appointed student 
leaders are ready to take up the mantle 
and usher their forms into the new and 
exciting era of Sustainability, national 
and international Sports, Charity and 
Diversity.  Their mission is to make each 
and every member of SJL more globally 
aware of topical matters related to their 
area of responsibility, as well as keeping 
them up to date with Trust, SJL and 
community events.  Each Leader will 
inspire collective and individual actions, 
sustained and pro-active interest and 
form and whole school representation. 
Wheels have already been put in motion 
and the leaders will be communicating events and fixtures to you all over the coming weeks. Look 
out for them because they will be looking out for you. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO MRS BUTTON! 
 

We often celebrate the achievements of our students in these pages, but 
on this occasion, we are congratulating Cherie Button, our KS3 Student 
Services’ Manager.  Cherie is renowned for the care and compassion she 
shows for our students but she has now also been recognised for her 
work in her home community of Welwyn Garden City, having won a Civic 
Award for 2022.  Cherie explains, ‘Since April 2021 my friend Joy and I 
have been sitting in our home town centre in Welwyn Garden City saying 
a simple hello to local residents, shoppers, commuters and people from 
all walks of life.  By just reaching out and saying a simple hello it has 
opened up a truly humbling year full of smiles, tears, celebrations and 
much needed laughter.  Lockdown was a frightening and worrying time, 
and we have all got through it together.  We have had the pleasure of 
meeting some amazing people and shared in some intimate and at times 
heart-breaking stories.  It has been nothing less than fantastic letting 

people know they are not invisible and that we are all great medicine for each other.  We have 
supported The Howard Centre with One Great Day and on Sunday 22 May will be supporting our 
Community Police Team with their Anti-social behaviour event.  We love where we live and building 
community is key to getting the very best out of each other. ‘ 
 
Cherie and her friend Joy will receive their awards at a formal reception on the 23rd May and we 
look forward to hearing all about it.  It is clear they are both demonstrating the C for Care in ACE! 
 
OXFAM AND CLIMATE JUSTICE 

 
Climate change is the most urgent crisis facing 
our world. What is often overlooked is that it is 
also a human rights crisis with implications for 
inequality and justice.  Our SJL OXFAM group 
and our SJL Climate Action group take climate 
change and justice very seriously and are 
currently designing and making a banner for 
climate justice which will be displayed at the 
Glastonbury festival this year. 
 

If any of our students would like to get involved with this, please see Mrs Michel or Mrs Brown in 
Languages. Also, if anyone has any spare paint brushes or rollers, or leftover acrylic paint that they 
can donate to this project, this would be much appreciated. 



 
LESS MEAT LESS HEAT! 

 
In the following weeks, the Eco-Schools group will be 
running a campaign to encourage the SJL community to 
reduce the amount of meat they eat. This is important as 
the production of meat is one of the leading contributors 
to climate change. We know it can be hard to go 
completely vegetarian, so how about just for one or two 
days a week. After all, vegetarian diets emit 2.5 times 
less carbon than meat-based ones, so you will be 
securing your future in a healthy world. 
 

Eco Schools will be tweeting some meat free recipes over 
the next couple of weeks and sharing some ideas with students in form time.  
 
MATHS CHALLENGE  
 
I am proud to announce that Eliza in year 11 has been invited to the 58th National 
Mathematics Summer School in Leeds where 48 talented young mathematicians will 
participate in an academic programme. It is an opportunity for high-achieving young 
mathematicians to experience working on intriguing and stimulating mathematics in 
the company of like-minded individuals.  
Well done Eliza on this fantastic achievement!  
 
Miss Abbas 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 

 
Senior Reading Group  
This is a reminder that the last Senior Reading Group for the year 
will be on Tuesday 17th May at 1pm, where we will be discussing 
The Secret History and Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo. 
 
Star Wars Competition Winners 
Congratulations goes to: 
Winners:  Charm Kirk, Beck Benson, Louie Finan and Sehej 
Panesar 
Runners Up: Gabriel Moghal, Frankie Haggar, and Michael Chan 
 
Reading is the goal 

To celebrate the FA Cup Final we have a display featuring some fantastic 
fiction and non-fiction books around football. 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
 
Jazz Night and Year 10 Showcase 
It’s been a very busy week in Music with our legendary Jazz Night on Friday (6th May) and then a 
brilliant Year 10 Showcase on Monday (9th May). Both events showcased the impressive breadth of 
talent at SJL. The Jazz Night is always a special event for our Year 13 
students and we were honoured to hear some stunning performances 
from students who are coming to the end of their time at SJL. The 
evening also featured performances from our Junior Jazz Band, directed 
by sixth formers Charlie Kay and Sam Barratt. The Year 10 showcase 
was a wonderful mix of solo items, duets and small ensembles; from 
Classical to Jazz to heavy metal, and was the first live performance from 
some of our new and upcoming Year 10 rock bands and jazz ensembles. 
It was perhaps the most eclectic and energetic showcase we have ever 
had! We are proud of all the students involved, especially those who 
performed in both events, and would like to also thank parents for their 
continued support. Videos for the events will be available soon. 



 
Royal British Legion Event 
Congratulations also to our newly formed Sax Group who performed for 
the Royal British Legion Harpenden Branch on Saturday night at their 
centenary celebrations. The new Sax Group, comprising of students 
from Years 8 – 10, were extremely professional and performed with great 
confidence – especially for their first ever public performance! The Royal 
British Legion were very grateful and the performance really added to the 
spirit of the event! 
 
A special mention to Lewis Simpson, Thomas Neylon and Dillon Muir 
who performed in all three events – three concerts in four days, which 
we can all agree is an extremely impressive achievement and shows 
commitment above and beyond!  
 
Summer Prom Concert 
Our next big concert is the Summer Prom Concert which will take place 
at the new Eric Morecombe Theatre on Wednesday 13th July. We have 
some very exciting items planned and rehearsals are well underway 
already! Please put the date in your diary. 
 
Music Tour  
If your child is going on tour they should now be attending rehearsals for the tour performances: 
CHOIR – Wednesday lunchtime (joint with Senior Choir) 
BAND – Monday after school (join with Concert Band) 
 
We have had another place open up on tour – please do contact Miss Gillot lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
if you’re interested or would like more information. 
 
Music Lesson Fees 2022/2023 
Below are the details of the costs for instrumental lessons from September 2022. They are all 
based on the 2022-23 HMS hourly rate of £44.10 per hour. 
 

Lesson type Duration Cost per lesson Cost per term 

Individual 20 minutes £14.70 £161.70 

Individual 30 minutes £22.05 £242.55 

Shared 30 minutes £11.03 £121.33 

Small group (3-6 pupils) 30 minutes £7.35 £80.85 

Lesson types your school can choose to offer, but not available at HMS music centres 

Individual 15 minutes £11.03 £121.33 

Shared 20 minutes £7.35 £80.85 

 
 
CHURCHILL AND TRINITY COLLEGES ARTS, HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (AHSS) 
RESIDENTIAL 2022 - 1ST TO THE 4TH OF AUGUST 

 
Registrations for the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences residential are currently open here 
The residential is free of charge and open to applications from Year 12. The deadline for 
applications is 12 noon on Wednesday 18 May 2022. 
For more details please visit  
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Year 12 Personal Statement Sessions 

 
We are pleased to announce the dates and times for our 
forthcoming online application support sessions for Year 12 
students: 
 
Q&A with Churchill College Admissions Tutors 
- Tuesday 10th May, 7:30pm - 8:30pm 
- Wednesday 29th June, 6:30pm - 7:30pm (focusing on 

personal statements) 
 
Writing First Drafts of Personal Statements 
- Tuesday 31st May, 5pm - 6:30pm 
- Tuesday 21st June, 7pm - 8:30pm 
- Wednesday 22nd June, 6pm - 7:30pm 
- Wednesday 6th July, 5pm - 6:30pm 
  
Please note that all of the personal statement sessions will contain the same content. To receive 
links to these sessions students should sign up here.  
 
Mrs Brining 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 18/04 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday      

Monday  County League 
Athletics  

@ 
Jarman Park 

 County League 
Athletics  

@ 
Jarman Park 

 

Tuesday District 
Friendly 
Athletics 

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge 

 District 
Friendly 
Athletics 

@ 
Westminster 

Lodge 

  

Wednesday    Rounders  
Vs 

STAGS 
(Home) 

Rounders  
Vs 

St Columba’s  
(Home) 

Thursday Rounders  
Vs 

Townsend 
(Away) 

 
Cricket  

Vs 
Bishop 

Stortford High 
School 
(Home) 

Tennis  
Vs 

Sandringham 
(Home) 

Cricket  
Vs 

St Georges  
(Away) 

  

Friday  Tennis  
Vs 

St Columba’s 
(Home) 

Tennis  
Vs 

St Columba’s 
(Home) 

  

Saturday      
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Athletics  
Our busy summer of athletics fixtures is now in full 
swing with all year groups having competed at 
least once thus far! We have already seen some 
fantastic efforts on the track and field.  A reminder 
of the remaining meets, venues and year groups 
can be found below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below are some of the excellent results from our most recent County League meeting on Monday 
evening.  The competition was particularly strong as amongst others, we were competing against 
Watford Boys Grammar, Haberdashers and Berkhamsted school. 
 
Year 8 
Alex Sweeney – 1st Hurdles & Javelin 
Charm Kirk – 1st Discus 
 
Year 10  
Leo Myers – 1st 400m  
Josh Cherry – 1st Triple Jump  
James Wallek – 1st Pole Vault 
 
 
 

 
 



 
NEW VIRTUAL COURSE LAUNCHED TODAY! 

  

This summer, we're running a wide selection of engineering courses, offering something different 
to young people with a passion for STEM subjects, at leading universities across the UK and 
virtually. 
 
Today, we are delighted to launch yet another incredible course - Future Cities! Read on to learn 
more about this opportunity and secure your place. 
 
If you know a young person with an inquisitive mind and a love of learning - tell them about 
our vibrant and engaging courses - the perfect way to fuel their passion for engineering. 
 

FUTURE CITIES (VIRTUAL) 

Year 12 

Online 

25-27 July 

  

From skyscrapers and bridges to dams and tunnels, civil engineering is all around us. Explore 
how Civil Engineers design and develop the buildings and infrastructure around us, making our 
cities clean, safe and energy efficient. 
 
Year 12s - learn from leading academics at the University of Southampton and improve your 
CV and UCAS applications, whilst engaging with real-life engineers from the Ove Arup Foundation 
- who are committed to promoting education and knowledge in the built environment through 
design. 
Sign up today to secure your place 

 
 

https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/course-page/e7f68f1f-97c0-ec11-983e-000d3a875f22


 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


