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Summer has definitely arrived this week and it is good to see so many students taking sun safety 
seriously, with plenty of water, sun cream and hats evident at break and lunchtime. We have plenty 
of covered and shaded areas, so please encourage those who are not as keen on the sun to utilise 
these spaces.  
 
Sustainability is one of the school’s key development priorities so it was a fantastic opportunity for 
SJL to lead the Trust Sustainability Conference at Rothamsted Research Centre last Friday. 
Students experienced a key note speech, had the opportunity to pose questions to a rocket 
scientist and attended numerous workshops.  I would like to thank Trish Brazier for all her support 
in planning the conference. The enthusiasm demonstrated throughout the day left me feeling 
confident that with our students, the future of the world is in safe hands.  
 
The new heads of school team have assumed the role with an impressive start, organising a very 
engaging prefects’ conference. The new prefect team are full of enthusiasm for their roles. Being a 
prefect is an honour and I know they will represent the school with pride. I wish them the best of 
luck for the year ahead.   
 
On Tuesday night we hosted our annual 
MASt and G&T evening and it was great to 
have the event live and face to face again. It 
was attended by over 400 parents and 
students and it was great to see all the 
fantastic work that has been produced over 
the last year. A huge thank you to Ms Brining 
for all her work.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank the Friends of Sir 
John Lawes School for all their hard work in 
raising money for the school. This week, 
FOSJL have paid for a new mini bus for the 
school. On behalf of all the students and staff 
at the school I would like to thank anyone 
who has donated money to the school.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:   

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


 
Asma Abubakar 9H 
Lauren Antcliff 7L 
Ibrahim Balogun 7L 
Kiran Barker 9R 
Charlotte Barratt 9R 
Alice Berry 9A 
Maya Bradbury 8H 
Freya Brading-Miles 9L 
Jamie Brown 9A 
Jasmine Brown 9K 
Amelia Carter 10L 
Casey Carter-Stoll 9R 
Hafsa Chowdhury 7A x 2 
Joe Crocker 9K 
Joseph Dadswell 9H 
Niamh Emmerson 9L x 2 
Khaled Fayyad 9K 
Tomomi Fernandez 9B 
Coemy Fourie 10A x 2 
Olly Garcia 9H x 2 
Emily Gardiner 9R 
Willow Goodhand 9B 
Erin Halcrow 9R x 3 

Katie Hall 9A 
Millie Harrison 9B 
Daisy Heal 9H 
Olivia Horton 9H 
Caitlin Hughes 8K 
Tevez Humphrey 9K 
Lily Hunter 9H 
Millie Huscroft 9K 
Zahra Hussain 9K 
Digby Ives-O'Brien 9A 
Sophie Kilcoyne 9B 
Charm Kirk 8R 
Finn Kirkbride 8R 
Eugene Klapatiuk 9B 
Xavier Knott 8A 
Ellie Leaver 8R 
Jose Lloyd 9A 
Liv Louis 8R x 2 
Jessica Lucas 9A x 2 
Lotte McGarry 9A 
Samira Miah 7H 
Tobenna Nwajagu 9H 
Daniel Omoregbee 9H x 3 

Mia Pankhurst 9A 
Louise Pattison 8L 
Edith Perryer 9H 
Immy Pope 8R 
Evie Riley 9H 
William Rodger 9H 
Evie Rose 8H 
Chloe Sharp 8H 
Tanya Smith 9R 
Emma Sprowson 9L x 2 
Wesley Stow-Hazell 9H 
Lizzie Sunderland 8N 
Chloe Symons 9K 
Florence Thompson 9B 
Lucia Valeny 9K 
Ash Vanerp-Lee 8L 
Douglas Watson 9K 
James Wellham 8B 
Molly Wheaton 8A x 2 
Emily White 8N 
Max Wilde 8H 
Maksym Zymovets 9L 

 
 
TRUST STUDENT SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE 2022 

 

 
 
 
On Friday 10 June, 162 students from across the Scholars’ Education Trust met at Rothamsted 
Conference Centre for our first Student Climate and Environmental Sustainability Conference.  SJL 
was represented by 60 of our most active environmentalists.  The day began with a detailed and 
inspirational keynote speech from Dr Amy Munro-Faure from Cambridge Zero.  Students also 
enjoyed a number of workshops throughout the day including:  
 

• Reducing the Impact of Climate Change by Coemy Foure and Daniel Omoregbee from 
SJL’s Climate Action Group 

• Tree of Trade-offs – Agricultural priorities and knock-on effects and 
• A World Without Pollinators both led by Leanne Gunn, Public Engagement Manager, 

Rothamsted 
• Avoidable Food Waste and Biodiversity by Tanya Pascual and Jeremy Clarke from 

Sustainable Hertfordshire 
• Sugar Control and Active Travel – what does it all mean? by LaNita Hill and Alister Barclay 

from the University of Bedfordshire 
• Daily Decarbonisation – solving climate problems in daily life by Dr Amy Munro-Faure from 

Cambridge Zero 
• Amazing Trees by Isobel Mitchell from Sustainable St Albans 
• The Human Impact of Climate Change and  



• Sustainable Fashion/The Cotton Industry both led by John 
McLaverty from Oxfam 
 

The day was rounded off by another extremely interesting talk from 
Rothamsted’s CEO, Nicole Sadd and a ‘Meet the Scientists’ Q&A session.  
Dr Jemma Taylor, Research Associate for the Centre for Crop Health and 
Protection and Christopher Barton, CEO of Barton Blakely Technologies 
were asked many interesting and inspired questions by the students about 
their work.  We quickly realised we should have allowed more time for this 
session as the questions simply didn’t stop 
coming!   
 
It was an exciting event and a wonderful 
opportunity for the students.  We send our 
grateful thanks to all those who made it 
possible. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ENGLISH NEWS 
 

A new extra-curricular opportunity for  

Year 12 students 
interested in Literature  

 
 

 
LitSoc 

The SJL Literature Society 
 

• Would you like to experience literature beyond the curriculum? 

• Would you like to explore literature from around the world? 

• Would you like to find out which books your teachers love? 

• Would you like to share your ideas about literature? 

• Do you like tea and biscuits? 

 
Then LitSoc is for you! 

 
Come to M7 at 1pm on Thursday, 16 June        to find out more. 

 

You do not have to study A Level English to join us 😊  
 
 
VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITY 
 
Oundle Mencap.     
 
Oundlemencap.co.uk 
Oundle Mencap are looking for volunteers aged 18/21 (ish) to be one-to-one helpers on a holiday 
for young people with special needs. We are particularly looking for boys, but anyone is welcome 
to make contact. The dates of the holiday are 6th-13th August 2022.  
If you are interested or know someone that might be, please make direct contact with 
claire@oundlemencap.co.uk for further information.  
 
 

mailto:claire@oundlemencap.co.uk


LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Big Challenge Summer Event 
As we are at the midway point of the school wide reading challenge, the 
library will be hosting an exclusive event on Friday 24th June, lunchtime for 
all those who signed up to Big Challenge.   
 
Summer Edition of The Library Lowdown Newsletter 
Our latest edition of the Library Lowdown is available on the library system 
for anyone to look at. 
 
CAREERS NEWS 
 
Year 10 Work Experience 
Students will be out on work placements from 27th  June – 1st  July. They 
have been told that they need to call their employers to introduce 
themselves before the placement. Students have been given the 
opportunity to do this during Life Skills lessons this week. If, however, they 
were unable to make contact, can you please ensure that this happens 
during the next few days. Employers will expect students to do this as it is considered a matter of 
courtesy.  
 
Many thanks 
 
Julia Power, Head of Careers  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE 

 
Law Scholarships  
The law firm CMS have announced the latest round of their Law Scholarships (10 scholarships of 
£2500 per year, plus an internship and applicant mentoring) for students for current Y12s from WP 
backgrounds. For further details and eligibility 
criteria  https://www.cmsearlytalent.com/programmes/law-scholarships/ 
 
Apply: Cambridge 
Deadline: Monday 13 June, 9am 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/find-out-more/widening-participation/apply-
cambridge 
Apply: Cambridge is a specialist and free programme designed to support highly able students 
from underrepresented backgrounds and areas to make successful applications to the University 
of Cambridge. The programme will be delivered by Cambridge staff and admissions tutors who will 
be sharing their expertise on the application process. We will work with you every step of the way 
over a 6-month period, helping you navigate the process and effectively prepare for your 
Cambridge application. The programme will be delivered entirely online and will run from w/c 25 
July 2022 until the end of January 2023. 
 
Lucy Cavendish College Summer Preparation Programme 
Deadline: Monday 13 June 
https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/summer-preparation-programme 
The Lucy Cavendish College Summer Preparation Programme is designed to bridge the gap 
between GCSE and A-Level study by providing students with a month-long programme of 
academic enrichment tailored to their stage of the curriculum. The programme will consist of study 
skills workshops on a range of important themes such as time management and essay writing, 
university readiness sessions to support students as they plan their next steps to top Universities 
like Cambridge, and substantive knowledge sessions, designed to supplement students' 
foundational academic knowledge so that they can hit the ground running when they start their 
post-16 studies. 
 
Faculty of Classics - BAME Humanities Open Evening (Online) 
Monday 20 June 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bame-humanities-virtual-open-evening-tickets-347277675877 
A virtual open evening for Students who have Black, Asian, or Minority Ethnic (BAME) Heritage to 
explore Humanities subjects at Cambridge. Learn more about Humanities Subjects with Taster 
Lectures, and about Cambridge life and admissions, with the chance to ask questions of current 
students and academics. This event will primarily be aimed at UK students in Year 12. 
 
Music Taster Days (in-person) 
Saturday 18 and Saturday 25 June 
https://www.mus.cam.ac.uk/applicants/undergraduate/events-for-students/taster-days 
The Faculty of Music are delighted to offer in-person Music Taster Days on 18 and 25 June 2022, 
11am-4pm (registration from 10:30am). These free events are aimed at Year 12 who want to find 
out more about studying music at University. They are designed to offer a taste of life as a Music 
student at the University of Cambridge. Participants will experience some of the teaching methods 
used by university academics and gain an insight into just some of the huge range of skills, 
approaches, and topics that the study of music at University encompasses. 
 
Robinson College Essay Prize 
Deadline: Sunday 31 July 
https://www.robinson.cam.ac.uk/prospective-students/essay-prize 
The Robinson College Essay Prize is open to all students in Year 12 during the 2021-22 academic 
year. It is designed to give students the opportunity to develop and showcase their independent 
study and writing skills through one of the five given questions set by our Fellows. 
 
Mrs Brining 
 
 

https://www.cmsearlytalent.com/programmes/law-scholarships/
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VIRTUAL SUBJECT MASTERCLASSES 27 JULY – 4 AUGUST 
 

 
 
 

 

 

High-achieving Year 12 students seeking a more in-depth look into Cambridge University courses 

can now book for our Masterclasses mini-series this summer. Seven subjects will be available to 

explore virtually including Mathematics, Veterinary Medicine, and History and Politics. 

 
The Masterclasses cover a range of subjects and provide students with an opportunity to explore 
topics of interest beyond what's covered within the school curriculum. 

Each virtual Masterclass includes: 

▪ two live taster sessions delivered by leading academic staff from the University 

▪ the opportunity to ask questions 

▪ an introduction to the Cambridge admissions process 

▪ the chance to hear about life as a Cambridge student from current undergraduates 

Please note that bookings close two days prior to each Masterclass to allow sufficient time for 
attendees to complete preparatory work, so do ensure you book in advance if you wish to attend. 

All Subject Masterclasses will be recorded and will be available to view for students who have 
registered in advance. Registered students will be able to access the recorded event until 30 
August 2022. 

Find out more > 
Mrs Brining 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to all our sponsors! 
 
Last Sunday we cycled 56 miles along the River Lea starting at its source in 
Leagrave. It was a long day, taking 6 hours cycling time and plenty of breaks to 
reach our destination - the River Thames. Thank you to everyone who sponsored 
us 
– we have raised over £800 which will be split equally between these two causes: 
 
- Disaster Emergency Committee DEC Ukrainian humanitarian appeal. 
- World Challenge trip to Eswatini in 2023 
It’s not too late to support our fundraising - please 
use this  link   
Or  https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/we-are-cycling-56-miles-along-the-river-
lea 
 
Thank you 
 
Ben, Dillon, Nick and Oliver (Year 10) 

https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk%2Fevents%2Fmasterclasses/3/0102018166bbb8f3-4155a37a-e30c-42ed-940c-76bdaf83e953-000000/29D99cid68uo3cJ7r17zZUdgHk4-4b_oRFCjmvnLDtU=253
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/we-are-cycling-56-miles-along-the-river-lea
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/we-are-cycling-56-miles-along-the-river-lea
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/we-are-cycling-56-miles-along-the-river-lea
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk%2Fevents%2Fmasterclasses/1/0102018166bbb8f3-4155a37a-e30c-42ed-940c-76bdaf83e953-000000/0M-aizLuPLczwUHBQvwllslAMFJKPLEYbHo-VTqUOwI=253


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Congratulations to José Lloyd 9A and Mia Collins 10H who have recently 
been selected for the Hertfordshire County U15 girls’ rugby team, 
competing in 3 matches prior to the end of the season a couple of weeks 
ago.  They will be playing for Hertfordshire next season. 
 
Congratulations to George in Yr 10 (right) who took part in the St Albans 
40th Anniversary 5k on Sunday.  He did exceptionally well to come 7th 
overall and a fantastic 4th in the under 20s category.  All the hard work is 
really paying off for George. Well done!  
 
Congratulations to Oliver Cuzick-Leigh 8R who has just received his 4th 
belt (yellow) in Karate with Distinction. 
 
 
 
 



 
International Selection 
 

We bring you some incredible news from the world of 
Racketlon… But what is Racketlon? 

 
In a nutshell, you play your opponents at Table Tennis, 
Badminton, Squash and Tennis, each sport is played to 
21 points and the player with the most points across all 
four sports wins the Racketlon match. This relatively 
simple description hides a wonderful sport filled with 
intricacy, mental pressure, tactics and a huge amount of 
fun. Ultimately in Racketlon, every point counts, and that 
makes it an intriguing, exciting and fantastic sport to play. 
 
Dan in Year 8 has been selected to represent Great Britain 
in the World Team Championships being held in Vienna in 
August. He will be playing for Team GB in the U13 event, 
and will also compete in the individual world 
championships whilst there.  
 

Dan is obviously delighted to be playing for his country for the first time (albeit in a rather niche 
sport!) and as a PE Department we could not be prouder of him! If this is something that interests 
you then you can learn more about the sport through the below: 
 
@ukracketlon on twitter,  
UK Racketlon on Instagram and  
UK Racketlon on Facebook. 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 18/04 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday      

Monday SJL  
Pentathlon 

SJL  
Pentathlon 

   

Tuesday  Girls Tennis 
A&B 
Vs 

STAHS 
(Home) 

   

Wednesday Sports Awards 
Evening  

(invite only) 
@ 

Eric Morecombe 
Centre 

Sports Awards 
Evening  

(invite only) 
@ 

Eric Morecombe 
Centre 

Sports Awards 
Evening  

(invite only) 
@ 

Eric Morecombe 
Centre 

Sports Awards 
Evening  

(invite only) 
@ 

Eric Morecombe 
Centre 

Sports Awards 
Evening  

(invite only) 
@ 

Eric Morecombe 
Centre 

Thursday      

Friday      

Saturday      

 
Sports Leadership 
The Year 9 students demonstrated excellent leadership in officiating the Primary County Hockey 
Finals at Oaklands this week. They were positive and encouraging with the young students and 
controlled games very effectively. 



Once again, we are very proud to have these students representing SJL supporting the Schools’ 
Sports Partnership in providing opportunities for primary schools. 
Thank you to Elizabeth, Jose, Katie, Laura, Alexa, Stassie, Mia and Evie from Year 9 and Lily from 
Year 8. 
 
Rounders v Roundwood Park 
We had a very successful evening of Rounders against Roundwood Park with Year 7,8,9 and 10 
teams all playing matches.  
This was the second match for Year 7, who built upon their experience gained playing Townsend 
last week and fielded exceptionally well backing up and communicating with one another very 
effectively. The batting from this team was much stronger as well, they have been practising this 
skill in training. They won 24 ½ - 12 ½   
 
Our Year 8 team had a closer match but still managed to secure a victory winning 24-17 1/2. The 
Year 9 game was less high scoring but the fielding from both teams was very tight. SJL fielded well 
into 2nd base to stop RPS scoring there and RPS were phenomenal between backstop and 1st base 
getting seven and 9 SJL players out in the innings. 
 
The Year 10s played confidently and beat RPS 15-7. They made fewer fielding errors which 
secured them the victory.  
 
A great start to the season for all teams, well done to all players! 
 

 
 

Hertfordshire Schools Athletics Association County Championships 🎽 
Each year we have the opportunity to enter our athletes into this competition but first they must be 
achieving a minimum of district/county level standards in their respective events. A number of our 
students have had excellent athletics seasons thus far and earnt the right to be called up to 
compete. Saturday was a wonderful day with some impressive performances along the way.  
 
Congratulations to all of our athletes took part: 
 

Lily N 🥇 🥇 Double Champion in the Senior Girls 100m and 200m  

Jack G 🥇 🥇 Double Champion in the Senior Boys 100m and 200m  

Tiana M-D 🥉 🥉 Double Bronze in the Intermediate Girls Long Jump and 200m  

Josh C 🥈 Silver in the Intermediate Boys Triple Jump  

Charm K 🥉 Bronze in the Junior Girls Discuss  
Aidee M-D 4th in the Junior Boys Long Jump 
Leo M 6th in the 400m - Won his heat with a time that would have gained 2nd in the final! 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SJL Pentathlon  
On Monday after school we are holding an “SJL Pentathlon” for Year 7 and 8 students. Although 
both Year 7 and 8 are competing, these will be 2 separate competitions 
 
This is an individual event where all students complete 5 events and score points based on how 
well they performed in each. The winner is the best “all round” athlete! It will be a good opportunity 
to perform in school prior to sports day, to maybe help you decide what events to enter.  
 
The 5 events will be: 
 
100m 
800m 
Long Jump 
Javelin 
Shot putt 
 
There is a signup sheet on the PE noticeboard. Entries must be made by FRIDAY.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Engineering role models for girls! 

  

This month we're celebrating International Women In Engineering Day on June 23rd - shining a 
spotlight on inspirational female engineers and helping girls to become the next generation of 
female engineers. 
 
So, if you're a girl or young woman who's obsessed with STEM or keen on engineering as a 
career, read on to explore your options. 
 
And boys, you can take your pick from courses on subjects as diverse as robotics, clean 
energy and aerospace engineering. 
 
The choice is yours, so read on to find an opportunity that suits you! 
 

                     
Please click on this link to view the latest news and 
full details about other courses available 
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Follow this link to choose your summer experience 
 
Find out more about the Summer Careers Challenge 
 
MAKE US FEEL HAPPY COMPETITION FOR HERTFORDSHIRE CHILDREN 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

We are getting in touch today with a very exciting opportunity. We are holding a 

Stevenage/Survivors Against Domestic Abuse (SADA) drawing/painting competition for all of the 

children in Hertfordshire from 2 - 30 September 2022. This is a fantastic chance for us to decorate 

our SADA House Refuge and Safe Space accommodation with some beautiful art from across the 

county and give local children the chance to contribute to making our safe accommodation a 

welcoming and happy place to live.  

We have two categories. We have a competition for age range 5 to 10 years and another one for 

11 to 16 years old. We are looking for drawings and/or paintings to ‘make us feel happy’. It would 

be amazing to see this competition shared wherever possible to give Hertfordshire children the 

chance to take part. 

The competition begins on Friday 2 September 2022 and all completed entries are to be submitted 

by Friday 30 September 2022. Entries can be submitted via email. Winners will be selected by our 

panel by 14 October 2022. All winners will be contacted and we will look to have the artwork 

framed and placed in our Safe Spaces and refuge in time for our 16 Days of Action Against 

Domestic Abuse (December 2022). Winners will receive a small complementary gift and certificate 

of thanks for your contribution to our services. 

Please could you forward all of your entries with contact details to SADA@stevenage.gov.uk. 

Please include your name, age and contact details alongside the picture. Any questions please feel 

free to contact me on the details below. 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss Roxie J Chambers 

 

Partnership Development Officer SADA 

SADA Survivors Against Domestic Abuse 

Stevenage Borough Council 

Roxie.chambers@stevenage.gov.uk  

01438 242666 

https://investin.org/pages/choose-your-summer-experience-ages-15-18?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=fb1bee0c5f-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-fb1bee0c5f-137662219&mc_cid=fb1bee0c5f&mc_eid=e50ac5e9cc
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/1010504794/
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