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Another key event in the SJL calendar was able to 
make a return this week, after 2 years suspension 
due to ‘you-know-what’, as we gathered for our 
annual Sports Awards Evening.  Even better, this 
year’s ceremony was hosted in the air-conditioned 
Eric Morecambe Centre, which means the whole 
evening was a much cooler event than in previous 
years!  As always, the sheer range of talent on 
display was impressive and it was a real pleasure to 
hear about the many success of SJL students over 
the year.  It also highlighted just how many 
opportunities our magnificent PE staff provide for 
our young people so I was glad to be able to thank 
them on behalf of the school community.  Of course, 
the most anticipated announcement of the evening 
is always the winners of Sportsman and 
Sportswoman of the year and this year those 
honours went to Alfie and Katie – two worthy 

winners who, in the words of the PE department, ‘epitomise everything our younger students should 
aspire to be’.  Congratulations to them both!   
 
More congratulations are also due to our lower school choir who joined in the celebrations of the 
300th anniversary of the James Marshall Foundation at St Helen’s Church, Wheathampstead, on 
Thursday. They rounded off the ceremony with gusto, performing a number from ‘The Greatest 
Showman’ which left the congregation smiling and clapping along. The James Marshall Foundation 
is an absolutely amazing local charity, which helps young people under 25 years living in Harpenden 
and Wheathampstead who need financial support with education or career opportunities.  They have 
helped many SJL families in the past, so if you know anyone who might benefit from on of their 
grants, do encourage them to get in touch www.jamesmarshallfoundation.co.uk 
 
Finally, we have been delighted to work with another of our local primary schools this week, as Year 
3 from Grove Junior have visited us to use our specialist design and technology equipment and 6th 
formers from SJL have gone to Grove to work with their children on coding.  Both sets of students 
get so much out of these activities and it’s lovely to see older and younger children supporting each 
other! 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Claire Robins  
 
REMINDER – SCHOOL IS CLOSED TO STUDENTS ON MONDAY 27th JUNE FOR STAFF 
TRAINING. 
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 

http://www.jamesmarshallfoundation.co.uk/
mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:   
 
Josh Baker 8B 
Evie Barber 10A 
Oliver Bardsley 10B 
Yuen Barnby 8H 
Taylor Barraclough 10A 
Alastair Bending 10L 
Rupert Bosworth 8N 
Maya Bradbury 8H 
Adam Brooks 10A 
Katie Bunbury 7L 
Ollie Burroughs 12N 
Oscar Cartlidge 7L 
Will Caulfield 8K 
Adam Chaudhury 8B 
Josh Cherry 10N 
Kira Cheung 8N 
Jacob Clarke 9R 
Angell Cox 8N 
Isabella Crispim 8R 
Alexandra Crump 9R 
Ted Cunningham 10K 
Rosie Curant 10B x 2 
Chethana Darapunani 9L 
Jonah De Silva 8B 
Lily Downes 8L 
Loriel Edubatey 7K 
Imogen Evans 9R 

Sophia Francis 10K 
Darcy Gibbons 8R 
Ethan Gibbons 8L 
Rachel Goldspink 10R 
Edward Haines 7H 
Ben Hannah 8H x 2 
Anesu Harkema 8H 
Andrew He 8K 
Daisy Heal 9H 
Hayden Ho 8N 
Eva Hykaj 10K 
Matilda Inman 8N 
Emily Jacques 8K 
Charm Kirk 8R 
Alys Kramer 10R 
James Leggott 7L 
Agnes Levitt 7K 
Catherine Lord 7H 
Liv Louis 8R 
Nina Mahendra 10H 
William McGuinness 9K 
Anjali Mehta 8K 
Avril Motta Sanchez 8L 
Kale Muir 10B 
Thomas Neylon 10B 
Olivia O'Cuinneagain 10K 

Henri Palmer 9R 
Sophie Parachini 8L 
Uma Patel 8L 
Louise Pattison 8L 
Zach Platt 9R 
Rebecca Price 8R 
Will Redding 8K 
Bex Redway 8R 
Isabella San Blas 8A 
Gautham Sathiaseelan 10H 
Maya Schofield 8H 
Chloe Sharp 8H 
Nathan Slotema 8L 
Rafferty Smith 9A x 2 
Catriona Stewart 10N 
Lizzie Sunderland 8N 
Frederick Terry 10H 
Isobel Thomas 8K 
Olivia Threlfall 10K x 3 
Stefania Trifonova 8N 
Fara Turner 8H 
Emily White 8N 
Sofia Wrampling-Smith 
10A 

 
ALUMNI NEWS 
 
Many congratulations to Ashton Attzs who has created the new 
Pride Logo for Costa Coffee.  
Ashton says, “It’s been a real honour and joy to have worked with 
Costa Coffee for this partnership and create the new Logo. I can’t 
wait to see it out and about in the world! Costa Coffee have also 
teamed up with Switchboard LGBT Helpline for a 4th year, 
donating £1 from every Pride cup Sale!”  
Well done, Ash! 
 
Congratulations also go to Laith Jaafar who has crowned a stellar 
academic career at Sheffield Hallam University with a First-Class 
degree in Law. Whilst an undergraduate, Laith won the Irwin 
Mitchell Rising Star Award, the Outstanding Contribution to Academic Change Award, the 
Outstanding Student Voice Award, the Gold Hallam Award, the SHSU 
Volunteer250 Award, and the Head of Department Prize: Law and Criminology. 
Laith was been a keynote speaker at the Family Business Network and Global 
Insight Conference, an Ambassador for the Wiser Academy, Deputy President of 
the Board Trustee & Social Sciences and Arts College Officer of 16,000 students, 
and, as an NUS Delegate, wrote and submitted a policy on Sexual Violence, 
NDAs and Relationship Abuse on behalf of the Sheffield Hallam Students’ Union 
to the National NUS Conference 2021. This work was done in collaboration with 
the University of York Students’ Union and Strathclyde Students’ Association. It 
was discussed and voted for at the conference, now officially forming part of the 
strategic direction of the NUS. 
 
We are excited to see what Ash and Laith will accomplish in the future as they embody the Sir 
John Lawes ethos: Education for a changing world. 
Mrs Brining 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/costa-coffee?trk=public_post_share-update_update-text
https://www.linkedin.com/company/costa-coffee?trk=public_post_share-update_update-text
https://www.linkedin.com/company/costa-coffee?trk=public_post_share-update_update-text


 
Chloe Tomlinson, (right) one of our past French A level students, who is currently 
studying French at Nottingham University, has joined our MFL faculty to gain some 
work experience until the end of term. We are very happy to have her with us.  
 
 
 
YOUNG ECONOMIST OF THE YEAR 
 
School students across the UK in years 12 and 13 are invited to enter the Young 
Economist of the Year competition run by the Royal Economic Society in 
association with the Financial Times. Applicants — who need not be 
studying economics — have until July 10 to write up to 1,000 words on 
one of the five questions picked for this year. The winning article will be 
published in the Financial Times and on the RES website and the author 
will receive £1,000, with £200 for each of the runners up. Entries will be 
judged on originality, quality of writing, economic content and quality of 
the economic argument. They should answer a question on one of the 
following topics, described in detail on the competition website along 
with further guidance:  
 
Regional inequality and ‘levelling up’ 
The UK’s ‘cost of living crisis’ 
The value of a university degree  
Cryptocurrency and financial stability. 
 
For more information see https://www.res.org.uk/education/young-
economist-of-the-year.html  
 
The competition closes on 10 July 2022. 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Murder Mystery in the Library – One of SJL is Lying 
As Year 7s are studying murder mysteries, and following on from our successful Breaking Lawes 
murder mystery last year, the library has a murder mystery event running every lunchtime from 28th 
June – 1st July.  Based on the popular book, One of Us is Lying, students have to solve a murder 
from the Evidence Case File provided. 
 
Stranger Things 
Many of our students are liking the Stranger Things Netflix series at the moment, so we have put 
together a display of similar literature in the library. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.res.org.uk/education/young-economist-of-the-year.html
https://www.res.org.uk/education/young-economist-of-the-year.html


 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOMINATE US FOR NATIONAL BOOK TOKENS!! 
 
National Book Tokens are giving five schools £1,000 of book tokens each, to help them rebuild 
their range of books and encourage reading for pleasure now and for generations to come. 
 
Nominate us to win £1,000 of book tokens, and if yours is one of the five winning entries, you’ll 
also win a £100 book token for yourself! 
Go to https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools to nominate Sir John Lawes. 
 
Winners will be drawn at random after Friday 29th July and announced in September 2022. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 
  
I would like to wish Year 10 students all the best for a productive and enjoyable week on work 
placement.  
  
Please remember the following: 
  

• Allow yourselves plenty of time to get there in the morning. 
• Check your employer’s dress code. 
• Complete your work experience diaries as you go along (posted onto SMHW).  
• Don’t use mobile phones, other than during your breaks. 
• If, for any reason, you are not able to make it into work, please call both your employer and 

the school attendance line.  
• Use your initiative, and behave in a way that will make us proud. 

 
The Year 10 team is looking forward to visiting many of you next week. 
 
Have a great week.  
 
Mrs Power, Head of Careers.  
 
MAST AND GIFTED & TALENTED CELEBRATION EVENING 
 

On a very warm evening, it was wonderful to see so many 
parents and students since we last met face to face when 
the world was a very different place in 2019. We celebrated 
and shared all the progress being made by our students in 
every key stage and year group. Part of the challenge since 
the pandemic began has been to support our students with 
adjusting to new challenges as they adapted to lessons 
online and with changes to previous external exams. The 
standard of work and engagement shows how proud we are 
of what our students represented here this evening have 
attained through their perseverance, passion and pride in 

every subject. 
 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools


As we look to balance out the demands of a rigorous academic curriculum, 
we have expanded the range of extra- and super-curricular opportunities to 
all students benefiting their mental health and providing chances to socialise 
with others. Chess Club has grown exponentially and the daily scrum for 
lunch passes continues unabated. Latin Club, generously supported by 
Governor Mrs Montgomery, has a steady, loyal following. Overall, our range 
of lunchtime and after school clubs numbers over 60! Families listened to 
wonderful live music from Sir John Lawes students on the Oasis area, and 
supported our World Challenge students as they sold refreshments in the 
Canteen to raise funds for their next trip to Eswatini. Student faculty 
helpers, musicians and prefects gave marvellous support to the event. 
 
Mrs Brining 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 
 

WB 18/04 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday      

Monday  
INSET 

 

 
INSET 

 

 
INSET 

 

 
INSET 

 

 
INSET 

 

Tuesday  Rounders 
Tournament 

@ 
RPS 

   

Wednesday   Cricket 
Vs 

SCC 
(Home) 

  

Thursday      

Friday      

Saturday      

 
Sports Leaders 
Our wonderful YR 9 sports leaders went to St. Helen’s this week to help with their sports day. They 
did a fantastic job representing SJL leading pupils in a carousel of activities. They were polite, 
positive and encouraging, all excellent ambassadors for the school. A particular thanks to Ellie in 
Year 12 for supporting our leaders. Thank you to all who helped out. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rounders Fixtures 
We had a great evening of Rounders over at Townsend with our Yr 8 and 9 teams playing both 
STAGS and Townsend and the Yr 7 playing STAGS. 



It was a very successful event for SJL with the results as follows. 
 
Year 7 won against STAGS 24 ½  - 8 
Year 8 had a close game and lost to Townsend 6 -6 ½  
Year 9 won against Townsend 7-4 ½ and beat STAGS 7 ½ - 1 ½  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


