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It was great to be able to welcome the parents of our prospective Year 7s at our Year 6 Parents’ 
Induction Evening on Tuesday.  Information on the numerous opportunities available at SJL was 
shared by Mr Bloxham, new Head of Year 7, Mrs Gillot, Head of Music, and the new intake Tutor 
Team.  As mentioned in my speech, it is only by working with parents that we can ensure that we 
continue to offer an outstanding education for all our students. We look forward to welcoming the 
new students on Thursday 14 July for Secondary Transfer Day.   
 
This week also saw the Duke of Edinburgh award in full swing. This award provides an opportunity 
for students to develop resilience, learn new skills and give back to the local community.  The first 
groups in Year 10 completed their overnight expedition last weekend.  The award was also 
introduced to Year 9 parents on Wednesday evening.  I would like to thank all the staff for giving 
up their time to give the students this wonderful personal development opportunity.  
 
We were delighted to be able to host the annual Primary District Sports Championship at SJL on 
Thursday evening.  With such talent on display we look forward to some of them wearing SJL 
colours in years to come.  A huge thanks to our PE department for organising this and many of the 
local primary schools’ sports days this year.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions we would be pleased to hear from you, please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:   
 
Katie Adams 12A 
Kasim Ali 12H 
Toby Ashdown 12N 
Ajai Bassi 12L 
Charlie Bennett 12A 
Finley Brown 12K 
Ollie Burroughs 12N 
Toby Cherry 12H 
Felix Clipstone 12B 
Connor Coyle 12K 
Freya Dibley 12B 
Lily Downes 8L 

Will Farrar 7L 
Maggie Fatima 12N 
Zara Frayne 12A 
Kieran Gallagher 12L 
Tilly Gallagher 12H 
Alfie Gauthier 12N 
Aoife Gelling 12R 
Henry Gilham 10A 
Jessica Gooch 12K 
Greg Graham 12L 
Will Hall 12L 
Zachary Hall 10K 

Teddy Harris 12K 
Reanna Ikhine 12H 
Yash Maniar 7A 
Thomas Morgan 12L 
Alice Morosanu 8A 
Holly Norman 12B 
Harriet Norris 10B 
Adam O'Neill 12H 
Tom Pinkham 12H 
Jordon Prenci 12R 
Ben Pulford 12B 
Xander Ruckley 12A 
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Maddie Sumner 12K 
Max Sweeting 12N 

Joey Walters 10H 
James Wheeler 12A 

Kate Wyeth 7B 
 

 
Congratulations to the following students who recently passed their theatre and music exams: 
 

• Lewis Simpson Grade 4 piano with Merit. 

• Rhea Mitchell and Grade 3 Musical Theatre. 

• Ella Dubbin Grade 3 Musical Theatre.  

 
Congratulations also to former student Luke Connell, who recently became Head Chef at The Red 
Cow in Harpenden.   
 
ALUMNI NEWS 
 

Many congratulations to Barney Crawford who 
received First Class with Distinction in Modern 
and Medieval Languages at Christ’s College, 
Cambridge University.  
This past academic year Barney studied Russian 
language, literature, cinema, and Polish. He did 
his dissertation the previous year on Dostoevskii. 
Follow this link for further information and find 
more from here  
 
Mrs Brining 

 
SUMMER PROM CONCERT 
 
Tickets are now available for the Summer Prom Concert on 13 July at the Eric Morecambe Centre. 
Please see letter home for details on how to book your ticket. Rehearsals for students will take 
place during the school day on the Wednesday. We look forward to welcoming parents to this very 
special concert! 
 
MUSIC TOUR  
 
A reminder that the parent information evening will be taking place on Monday 4 July at 6pm.  
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 

 
UNIFORM SWAP SHOP 
 
Did you know that the clothing industry creates more global emissions than the aviation and 
shipping industries combined?  Or that buying one white cotton shirt produces the same amount 
of emissions as driving 35 miles in a car?... or that in one month alone, the carbon footprint of new 
clothes bought in the UK was greater than flying a plane around the world 900 times?  The clothing 
industry pollutes air and water systems around the world and has a huge impact on global 
warming.  With this in mind, we encourage fellow students to wear their uniform (and any other 
clothing) for as long as possible before replacing it.  If it’s torn, sew it, and if items no longer fit but 
are still in a wearable condition we ask that you send them into school so that the uniform shop 
can pass them on.  Other ways to help prolong the life of your uniform, keep it looking smart and 
reduce your carbon footprint would be to lower the washing 
temperature to 30 degrees and line-dry whenever possible.  Such 
small actions from every one of us can make a real difference! 
 
The Climate Action Group 

 
COMPUTING VISIT TO GROVE JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 
On Wednesday 22 June a group of five Year 12 Computer Science 
students visited the Grove Junior School to run a web design 
workshop with their Year 5 students. The session and activities were 
prepared in advance by our Sixth Formers and were delivered with 

https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/subjects/modern-and-medieval-languagesfor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-eWlA5PyZk
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confidence and clarity. The Year 5 students heard about the opportunities offered by the study of 
Computing and had the chance to modify some basic HTML and CSS to change the content and 
appearance of a webpage. We had an enjoyable morning and it was great to see SJL students 
interacting with their younger counterparts (possible web designers of the future!) We look forward 
to continued opportunities to work with the Grove Junior School in the future. 
 
Miss Scott, Head of Computing 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Game, Set, Match 
For all those who love Wimbledon 
fortnight, we have a tennis display in the 
library to get into the spirit of the 
Championships. 
 
Murder Mystery 
Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been 
hard at work during lunchtimes this 
week, examining evidence and 
attempting to solve our 'One of SJL is 
Lying' murder mystery. It's inspired 
by our most popular book this year - 
One of Us is Lying by Karen 
McManus. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          ANNOUNCING OUR ‘MINI FEST’ 
 

We’re excited to announce a fantastic addition 

 to our Festival this year! 

Together with our main sponsors, FIZZBUG, we’ll be offering a ‘Mini Fest’ 

for our youngest Festival Goers 

 

*CRECHE* 

*SILENT DISCO* 

*LEGO ACTIVITY/PLAY*  

*FESTIVAL FACE PAINT & GLITTER TATOOS* 

*CIRCUS SKILLS* 

So if you fancy a mini break from your young ones whilst giving them a treat too, you can pre-book here: 

https://www.fizzbug.co.uk/sessions/festival-on-the-field  

FROM OUR SPONSORS – FIZZBUG 

“To give you some ‘childfree time’, we are offering bookable slots for your children to attend 
our own crèche or mini festival.  Our crèche is for babies form 3 months old to 3 year olds 

and is bookable up to a maximum of 2 hours.  You can book multiple sessions but will need 
to leave an hour in between.  Our mini festival is for 4-11 year olds and runs for 1.5 hours and 

More tickets 

just 

released!! 

https://www.fizzbug.co.uk/sessions/festival-on-the-field


features a silent disco, face painting/tattoos, colouring, circus skills & games tent.  Again, 
you are welcome to book multiple sessions. 

 
Crèche charges are £6 per child an hour / Mini festival £10 per child, per 1.5hr session.” 

 
FESTIVAL TICKETS CAN BE BOUGHT VIA OUR WEBSITE HERE: 

MORE TICKETS JUST RELEASED!! 
https://buytickets.at/festivalonthefield1/346481/r/sjl 

 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 18/04 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday  
 

    

Monday  Athletics County 
Plate FINAL 

@ 
Jarman Park  

 Athletics County 
Plate FINAL 

@ 
Jarman Park 

 

Tuesday      

Wednesday      

Thursday      

Friday      

Saturday      

 
 

SPORTS AWARDS EVENING 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a two-year break from the official awards evening it was great to be back, and it was exciting 
to be in the new Eric Morecambe Centre.  We enjoyed a wonderful evening of celebration with this 
year’s winners and their families.  Awards and recipients are as follows and our congratulations go 
to all concerned: 
 
Half Colours: 
 
Elizabeth Aylward-hill 
Henry Beale  
Emma Bracey 
Freya Brading-Miles  
Charlie Brooke  
Poppy Burke 
Jacob Clarke 
Charlie Cross  
James Dobbin  

Holly Glyn-Davies  
Daisy Heal  
Jose Lloyd  
Ted Lloyd 
Eloise Luscombe  
Robbie Pitcher 
Evie Riley  
Bella Robinson  
Stassie Scott  

Jack Sedgwick  
Jack Shadbolt  
Rhys Shaw  
Nina Shepperd  
Mila Shrigley  
Oskar Sigfusson  
George Stafford  
Zachary White  
David Omoregbee 

https://buytickets.at/festivalonthefield1/346481/r/sjl


Jack Hollier Josh Robinson Lily Hunter
 
Full Colours: 
 
Sarah Brooks 
Alfie Carberry 
Lucy Davis 
Lucy Dixon 

Annabel Drake 
James Gardner 
Alex Gosling 
Megan Hill 

Mary Kershaw 
Jamie Swann 
Harvey Welch

 
Sports Woman of The Year 2022 
 
Nominees: 
Mia C 
Hannah B 
Tiana M 

Emma B 
Katie S 

 
All the above-mentioned nominees deserve the accolade of sportswoman of the year.  However, a 
decision needed to be made. Mrs Brooks and Mrs Hayden have been consistently impressed by 
our winner. She never failed to contribute to the PE department, clubs or fixtures in her 5 years so 
far at SJL. Like the other nominees, she has competed in Gymnastics, Athletics, Netball, 
Rounders, Hockey, Badminton, and X Country  
 
The winner is an exceptional gymnast and a district medal winner in the trampette and tumble. She 
performed in every Gym and Dance display and has not only been a committed performer, but she 
also demonstrated her ability to lead and choreograph. She is a talented athlete, regularly 
competing for Herts Phoenix U17s squad. She runs both 300m and 800m, and she competed in 
the South East England 800m, coming 2nd in the event. In addition, she is an amazing Badminton 
player.  She has previously taken part in the SJL squad that reached the national schools’ finals, 
and recently in November won the singles England U19 Silver tournament. She is ranked number 1 
U17 Girl in Hertfordshire for badminton and is ranked 17th in England. 
 
We are delighted to announce that our sports woman of the year 2022 is Katie S! 
 
Sportsman of the Year 2022 
 
Nominees: 
David O 
Leo M 
Fynn S 

Alfie C 
George H 

 
Our nominees for sportsman of the year have all made an outstanding contribution to school 
sports and are all excellent role models for other students. Each nominee has shown commitment 
to school sport since arriving at SJL and they are all multi-talented individuals, representing the 
school in a range of activities. Not only do they manage to fit in all of their school sports alongside 
their studies, but they all perform at a high level in their selected activities 
outside of school.  
 
It was another extremely tough decision but I am delighted to announce 
that the 2022 SJL Sportsman of the Year is Alfie C! 
 
Some may note that Alfie also received this award in 2020, and he could 
have won it five times! Since joining SJL he has been a standout sportsman 
and student and he epitomises the values of the school every time he 
competes. He has represented the school at football and rugby and been 
part of the senior athletics team. Alfie was a double bronze medallist in the 
Athletics Championships for Long Jump and Relay, and he helped the 
Senior Boys team to finish 3rd overall. Every time he tells me he’s playing for 
the 1st XV at rugby, I wince and remind him he’s a footballer! But in fact, 
he’s not just a footballer, he is a champion all-rounder. It nearly turned out 
to be the perfect final year from a football perspective.  A disappointing 
defeat in the County semi-final was the only blip – but Alfie stood up and 
delivered in the District Final at Clarence Park, scoring a hattrick in his last 
game for SJL.  Throughout his time at SJL, Alfie has been a model GCSE 



and A Level PE student and he therefore thoroughly deserves this prestigious award. 
 
Congratulations to Katie and Alfie (right) SJL’s new Sportsman and Sportswoman! 
 

 
 

 
 
SEND STRATEGY IMPROVEMENT TEAM 
 
Useful links: 
 
Services for parents, carers and families (hertfordshire.gov.uk)  From this page you can find all the 
different types of support that parents and carers of children and young people with SEND might 
be able to access, including information on support groups, mental health, parenting courses and 
how to access services such as SENDIASS 
 
Getting help at school from your SENCO (hertfordshire.gov.uk) This page explains what the role of 
a SENCO is, and how parents and SENCOs can work together to achieve the best results for a 
pupil. It may help you to work with a parent and set out for them what to expect and how to ensure 
things run smoothly. 
 
If your child is too anxious to go to school (hertfordshire.gov.uk) This page is designed to help 
parents whose children’s attendance is low due to anxiety, and has advice on how to support 
them and where to go for help 
 
Contact a SEND service (hertfordshire.gov.uk) This page has contact details of the different SEND 
services, including details of Advice Line for EPs, the SLCA team, the SpLD team and others 
 
New to SEND (hertfordshire.gov.uk) This page has information and advice for those whose children 
have just been diagnosed with SEND, or have suspected SEND. 
 
 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-parents-carers-and-families/services-for-parents-carers-and-families.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/education-support/help-you-can-get-when-your-child-is-in-school/getting-help-at-school-from-your-senco.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/education-support/get-help-to-access-learning/if-your-child-is-too-anxious-to-go-to-school.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/contact-a-send-service.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/new-to-send.aspx


 
 
WHAT’S ON AT THE BRITISH LIBRARY 
 

What are you doing this summer? 

Why not spend it with us? We’ll be scrutinising the origins of fake news, finding out what 

electronic music sounds like played on steel drums, and retracing the work of theatre 

makers and revolutionaries as we continue to delve deeper into our archives. 

 
Follow this link to find out more 

https://www.bl.uk/events?eventsubtype=at%20the%20library&utm_campaign=930703_JuneEvents_Events_20220628&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20British%20Library

