
Newsletter No 829 –30 September 2022  
 
It is with great joy that I am able to write to you again via our weekly newsletter. I can confirm that 
our issues with IT are now behind us and the school is back to functioning in our usual efficient way.  
 
Firstly, a reminder that Open Evening will take place next Wednesday 5 October, therefore the 
school day will finish at 11.40am and will reopen at 10.30am the following day. Many of your 
children have been invited to represent the school on that evening and I thank you in advance for 
your support with this. The students are our best ambassadors on these occasions and it makes me 
enormously proud to see them showing our visitors around with confidence and enthusiasm.  I know 
that the positive impression they make is one of the reasons SJL is such a popular school.   
 
In my opening assemblies to students, I reflected on the excellent summer results at both GCSE 
and A Level and I shared some of the habits that enabled the students’ successes. These habits 
include: excellent attendance, working hard, good presentation in books and having a passion for 
what they do.  I challenged the students to work hard, be kind and follow the SJL ACE. Now that 
students have been in school for a month, I’d like to encourage you to look at their books and 
engage with what they have been learning. Please ask them questions and discuss their learning 
experience. Regular monitoring at both home and within school will ensure their good habits remain 
embedded.   
 
Our Co-Curricular offer is up and running with 81 clubs being offered each week. Attendance to 
these is as high as ever. It has been wonderful to see various music ensembles, competitive 
fixtures in sport and drama production auditions taking place throughout the past week. This week I 
visited the Chess and Go Club and had my first experience of playing ‘Go’, which was great fun. 
Co-Curricular clubs are vital to the personal development of our young people and are a real jewel 
in the SJL crown. I would therefore encourage all students to join at least one of the clubs if they 
haven’t already done so. 
 
The collective two-minute silence to celebrate the life of Queen Elizabeth II on Friday 16 
September highlighted the outstanding behaviour and conduct of the students. With over 1500 staff 
and students on the lower tennis courts it enabled us to share our grief and remember the Queen's 
life of unfailing service and dedication. It was a reflective moment that I know the students and staff 
will remember for a long time. I would like to thank the student speakers and the Chamber Choir for 
helping to make this such a respectful and meaningful observance.  
 
With the Autumnal weather we are set to experience this week, can I remind parents that all 
students should come prepared to be outside at break and lunch time unless the rain is too heavy. 
Please ensure that your child(ren) brings a waterproof coat and umbrella, even if the weather looks 
ok in the morning. 
 
Finally, as a school we are always looking at ways to improve safety and our environment around 
the site. Can I remind parents not to drop off or pick up students from Manland Way or Sauncey 
Avenue; the roads directly adjacent to the school premises. The area becomes extremely busy at 
the start and end of the school day and by keeping these two roads clear, it would help to make for 
a safer and more pleasant environment for the community. My thanks in advance for your support 
with this matter.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to hear from you; please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk


LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
To Freya Barber 8B who recently passed her ISTD Classical Ballet exam with Merit. 
 
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Please note that the year 11 Drama showcase has moved from Thursday 17 November to 
Wednesday 16 November. Apologies for any inconvenience this may cause. 
 
ALUMNI NEWS 
 
Caitlin Lobo 
Congratulations go to Caitlin who, following an MA in Arts Management at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music & Drama, is starting a new position as Concerts and Recordings 
Assistant at London Symphony Orchestra. We wish Caitlin every success for the future.  
 
Nathan Hampson-Jones 

Congratulations also go to Nathan Hampson-Jones who, following 
learning to glide over Dunstable Downs, is now a First Officer at 
Ryanair. Nathan writes, 
‘On leaving SJL in 2019, I attended RAF Halton Flying Club in 
Buckinghamshire to begin a transition into powered flight training. In 
February 2020, I successfully gained a mentorship with Ryanair to 
undertake Commercial Pilot Training with the Atlantic Flight Training 
Academy in Cork, Ireland - graduating in October 2021. I am currently a First 
Officer flying out of London Stansted airport with Ryanair, with a further goal 
of obtaining Command and becoming a Captain, thus flying in the left seat! 
 

 

 

Mrs Brining 
 

CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE 

I am delighted to announce that students from Sir John Lawes 
School have achieved outstanding results in The London Institute 
of Banking & Finance Level 3 qualifications 2022. This is clearly a 
fantastic achievement for SJL. As a result, SJL students have been awarded a 
scholarship towards one of the LIBF degree programmes. LIBF are in the top 5% for university 
students who are employed or have gone on to further study after 15 months. They are now 
developing their careers in organisations such as Barclays, HSBC, Deloitte, Thomas Reuters and 
Goldman Sachs.  
 

Scholarships have been awarded to the following students at Sir John Lawes School: 

Miss Dunne - Head of faculty BTEC Business & Economics. 

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


CODE CLUB 
 
Open to all Y7 and 8 students, our Code Club is run by volunteers from Harpenden’s Cisco office 
and gives you hands-on experience of coding in Python. Code Club will start on Thursday 22nd 
September from 12:50 in M8. Lunch passes will be available from the Computing office. Looking 
forward to seeing lots of you there! 
 
Miss Scott 
 
CAREERS REQUEST 
 
We are looking for parents and alumni to offer 
some insights into their fields of work.  
Specifically, we are hoping for some videos 
(around 5 minutes long and perhaps using 
Loom) which explore careers and access routes 
into them. We will then share the videos with 
students across the year groups during tutor 
time. If this is something you feel you could help 
with, please contact Mrs Power @Julia Power 
 
Many thanks, 
Mrs Power  

 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
New Term, New Books! 

 
To start the new academic year, we have a 
range of new books in both fiction and non-
fiction.  If students do not find what they are 
looking for in the library, we have a 
suggestions box on the library desk for ideas 
in the future. 
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CENTRE FOR PERSONALISED MEDICINE ART COMPETITION 
Deadline 20 January  
 
 
What can we measure about our health? Is it possible to measure too 
many things? Should researchers be allowed to use any measurements 
collected by the NHS? 
We want to see what you think! 
 
The Oxford Centre for Personalised Medicine is asking pupils in Years 7-
9 to create art about measuring things to do with health and disease. 
There are loads of different things your art could look at: what might be 
helpful to measure if someone is ill? Are measurements always right? 
Who should be able to look at a person’s healthcare measurements? We 
can’t wait to see your ideas! 
 
You can make a drawing, a painting, a collage, a sculpture – anything goes as long as it’s 
something you can take a photo of. First prize is £100, and the best entries will form part of a 
display at a Centre for Personalised Medicine art exhibition in Oxford next year. 
 

More details here: https://cpm.well.ox.ac.uk/art-competition  

 

 
Mrs Brining 
 
OXFORD’S MAT LIVESTREAM 2022 

 
Every Thursday at 17:00 UK time until the start of November 2022 

https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/r/matlive 

  
Are you thinking of applying to study Mathematics at university? The Oxford Maths Institute are 
running a weekly livestream this term, talking about maths problems and discussing problem-
solving strategies, with a particular focus on Oxford's Mathematics Admissions Test (MAT). Each 
week will focus on different topics and themes that are relevant to the MAT. The sessions are free 
and available for everyone; anyone is welcome to join us live at 17:00 on Thursdays, and the 
sessions will be recorded and available to watch back at any time afterwards. The first four sessions 

are on https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/r/matlive now, but there's no need to catch up before joining us 

live on Thursday. 
 
Mrs Brining 
 
INVEST SUMMER SCHOLARSHIP 
 
My Investin summer experience has been a truly eye-opening experience. Meeting people with 
similar interests from around the world and together engaging with difficult yet enjoyable activities 
was the highlight of my summer. I learnt a lot, not only about what being a doctor entails, but also 
what being an exceptional unique medical practitioner looks like. Meeting many doctors at every 

 
Super-curricular Medicine events 

 

Who What When Booking 
Information 

Secondary school pupils 
aged 16-18 years hoping 

to study healthcare-
related subjects at 

university. 

Cochrane UK and 
Cochrane 
Ireland are hosting 
a free 90-minute 
webinar on 
Evidence Based 
Medicine 

 

Wednesday 28th 
September from 4pm-
5:30pm  

Please note, pupils only 
need to sign up for one 
session as the content will 
be the same on both dates. 

More 

information and 

booking 

KS3 Pupils (Years 7-9) Centre for 
Personalised 
Medicine Art 
Competition 

Deadline 20th January Further 

information and 

booking  

https://cpm.well.ox.ac.uk/art-competition
https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/r/matlive
https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/r/matlive
https://uk.cochrane.org/news/introduction-evidence-based-health-care-free-webinar-pupils-interested-studying-healthcare-0
https://uk.cochrane.org/news/introduction-evidence-based-health-care-free-webinar-pupils-interested-studying-healthcare-0
https://uk.cochrane.org/news/introduction-evidence-based-health-care-free-webinar-pupils-interested-studying-healthcare-0
https://cpm.well.ox.ac.uk/art-competition
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stage of their career, practising mock interviews and 
roleplaying consultations, I can now be much more confident 
in my choice and that I have made an informed decision. 
Medical school is difficult and yet I am sure that I will be more 
prepared for all that it entails. I would highly recommend this 
course to anyone who is considering it. It's fun, informative 
and truly a time to remember. 
 
Tareq Year 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 1/10 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday Rugby Vs 
NBS 

Rugby Vs 
NBS 

Rugby Vs NBS Rugby Vs NBS  

Monday    Netball Vs 
Stags A (H) 

Netball Vs Sand 
(A) 

Tuesday 7A Netball Vs 
Stags B (H) 

 Netball Vs 
Sand B (H) 

  

Wednesday      

Thursday X-C @ Ver 
 

Girls Football 
Vs BRox (H) 

X-C @ Ver 
 

Girls Football 
Vs BRox (H) 

X-C @ Ver 
 

Girls Football 
Vs BRox (H) 

X-C @ Ver 
 

Girls Football 
Vs BRox (H) 

X-C @ Ver 
 

Girls Football Vs 
BRox (H) 

Friday   Football Vs 
Goffs 

  

Saturday Rugby Vs 
Enfield 

Grammar  

Rugby Vs 
Enfield 

Grammar 

Rugby Vs 
Enfield 

Grammar 

Rugby Vs 
Enfield 

Grammar 

 

 
Year 8 Netball 
The Year 8 team played their first match of the season this week. It was a district cup game against 
Katherine Warrington School. The game was a well-matched contest. Both teams had very strong 
defences with Catherine, Darya and Lily playing 
exceptionally well taking interceptions and making it 
very difficult for KWS to break through. It was a similar 
story in the KWS team and our attacking players faced 
a difficult challenge getting the ball into the circle. KWS 
scored the first goal from a SJL centre pass but SJL 
quickly responded and went on to take the lead and 
maintain it to finish the game with a 5-4 win. We now 
wait to see who we face in the next round. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Senior Football 
The new season started well for the new look Senior Football team with a win in the ESFA National 
Cup against local rivals Sandringham. 
 
With some key members of last year’s District Championship winning squad having left for 
university there were debuts for Leo M, Fynn S, Elliot L and Zion K, all of whom slotted in to the 
team with ease. In fact it was F.Sweeting that had an immediate impact scoring after just 12 
minutes of his debut after latching on to a cross from his elder brother M. Sweeting. The new 
partnership of T. Pinkham and G. Clark looked comfortable in central midfield and soon had the 
game under control with keeper A.O’Neil having a stress free first half. 
 
A strong start to the second half saw a lot of SJL pressure down the slope and the second goal was 
quick to arrive with F. Sweeting again scoring, this time a delightful thunderbolt of a volley that the 
keeper didn’t even see. Sandringham rallied and scored a speculative long range free kick to set 
the nerves jangling but the game was settled with a third Sweeting strike but this time from M. 
Sweeting to complete a family hattrick. 3-1 the final score and now the team travel into Inner 
London to play Ark Burlington Academy in the next round. 
 
Year 10 Netball 
The year 10 team played their first match of the season 
against Roundwood Park school on Wednesday 21st 
September, and won 28-23! 
 
Year 11 Netball 
The year 11 team played their first game against Roundwood 
Park School on Tuesday 20th September, and came back 
with a big win of 34-26.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 11 also had their district netball tournament on Tuesday 27th September. Our first match was 
against Sandringham. We were still finding our feet, and so unfortunately lost the game 2-9. Finding 
our groove more after that, we went into our next game against Samuel Ryder motivated to win, 
which we did 5-3. Happy after our win, we went into our game against STAGS determined to bag 
another one. We won our first half, but 
unfortunately lost the battle 8-9. In our final 
game against STAHS, we had a great game. 
We dominated and had fun with a strong lead of 
8-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Senior Netball 
The senior team played their first game against Roundwood Park School on Tuesday 20th 
September. They finished with a great win of 28-25. Well done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday Morning Results 
Rugby results from Saturday 24th September versus Hitchin Boys School. 
 
Year 7- drew 20-20 
Year 8- lost 45-40 
Year 9- lost 53-7 
Year 10- lost 24-19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Programmes and career courses for 

all ages can be found here 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Age 16-25 
Get your exclusive £10 tickets for shows opening 
this autumn. 
 
Find out more from here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://investin.org/collections/our-programmes?filter.p.m.product_filters.age=Ages+15-18
https://investin.org/collections/our-programmes?filter.p.m.product_filters.age=Ages+15-18
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MKT_16to25_2022_09_07_Autumn%20(1)&utm_content=47337199&spMailingID=47337199&spUserID=MTI1NjYxNTYwNzI5MwS2&spJobID=2320657255&spReportId=MjMyMDY1NzI1NQS2


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SKILLS GAP
 

We are running a series of exclusive workshops led by industry experts to help students get a head 

start in their career. The section below gives information for students on the upcoming workshops 

and how to find out more and book a place. 

Our small-group online workshops are 3.5 hours long and cover everything from the basics of AI, 

hacking or coding, to the unique job opportunities in each sector. Students will also get a chance to 

try a hands-on practical exercise, and put questions to a panel of industry experts. 

I thought a number of students at Sir John Lawes School may be interested in learning more about 

the latest tech and digital skills to enhance their career prospects, so I would be grateful if you could 

pass information on to any students you feel would benefit from this opportunity. 

 

About Skills Gap 

Skills Gap is a career accelerator that runs insightful workshops for young people aged 15-19 – 

because it’s never too soon to think about building your skills for a competitive edge in your future 

studies and career. 

We're offering a range of intensive workshops this autumn, all designed specifically for 15-19 year 

olds and delivered to small groups by experienced industry experts: 

  

Careers in Hacking 

Saturday, 1 Oct 2022 

Top-flight businesses and governments the world over are recruiting for a new elite force: a band of 

ethical hackers charged with protecting our most sensitive information and the infrastructure that 

powers our everyday living. Our online workshop is taught by Daniel Wilkinson, a Security 

Consultant at NCC Group. He gives a beginner’s guide to ethical hacking and the skills you’ll need 

to succeed, with practical experience of hacking your way into a vulnerable online storefront. 

AI in Astrophysics 

Saturday, 8 Oct 2022 

With new telescopes powerful enough to see galaxies formed in the wake of the big bang, our 

online workshop introduces the AI helping scientists to interpret this data to identify stars and plot 

the shape of the universe. Taught by Joe Sims, an AI PhD student at Leeds University, you’ll step 

into the inspiring world of AI in astrophysics and get first-hand experience of using a neural network 

to classify stars. 

AI in Medicine 

Saturday, 8 Oct 2022 

Medicine is on the verge of an Artificial Intelligence revolution – from pioneering surgeries 

to algorithms that predict future health issues. Our workshop is delivered online by med-

tech experts, and will introduce you to key AI trends in medicine, its influence on global healthcare, 

and the tech skills you need to get ahead. You’ll also take part in an exciting hands-on diagnostic 

exercise using AI modelling tools. 

Blockchain & Cyrptocurrencies 

Saturday, 15 Oct 2022 

Blockchain is revolutionary. It powers the cryptocurrencies that are changing the face of finance and 

offers safer ways to store sensitive data. But what’s next? Our online workshop, delivered by a 

blockchain expert, provides a fascinating insight into the world of cryptocurrencies, how they are 

analysed and traded, and blockchain’s ongoing potential. During the workshop you will get first-

hand experience of coding in Python to build a systematic trading strategy for cryptocurrencies. 

Coding for Game Design 

Saturday, 22 Oct 2022 

With one third of the world’s population already estimated to be gamers, the gaming industry offers 

one of the hottest career tickets today. Our online workshop gives you a unique insight into the 

latest trends from multiplayer games to game streaming. Led by Josh Hills, a programmer on some 

of the world’s largest multi-player games, including Runescape and Horizon, you’ll get first-hand 

https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tjlkikx-ohutundiy-r/
https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tjlkikx-ohutundiy-y/
https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tjlkikx-ohutundiy-j/
https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tjlkikx-ohutundiy-t/
https://sportlivedlimited.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tjlkikx-ohutundiy-d/


experience of developing and enhancing a physics-based game prototype and discover the skills 

you’ll need to succeed. 

AI in Engineering 

Saturday, 5 Nov 2022 

Finding new and optimal ways of doing things is at the very core of engineering. Which makes it the 

perfect partner for AI and machine learning, from smart production lines to image processing 

technology that allows machines to see. Our online workshop is led by civil engineer and data 

scientist, Johan Hagstrom, who will introduce you to key AI algorithms and trends. You’ll also get 

hands-on experience with Python, being guided through a computer vision algorithm that can detect 

cars on the road – a peek into the world of self-driving vehicles. 

AI in Finance 

Saturday, 12 Nov 2022 

The world of finance has been an early adopter of machine learning, from fraud detection to finance 

chat bots, yet it’s still just touching the surface of AI’s potential. Our workshop is led by Chelsea 

Murray, a data scientist at ING with a Masters in Machine Learning and Machine Intelligence from 

University of Cambridge. Chelsea will introduce you to the vast range of financial AI applications 

and give you practical experience training a machine learning algorithm to predict credit card fraud. 

  

If you’re looking for a competitive edge for your studies or career, our workshops are the perfect 

opportunity to arm yourself with valuable skills and knowledge. 

For further information and to register for any of the events, please visit www.skillsgap.tech. 

If you have any questions, please email ian.dodd@skillsgap.tech.  

 

Very best wishes 

Ian Dodd 

Skills Gap 
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Lviv BookForum will take place 6–9 October with all events available free to view here. Mixing acclaimed 
Ukrainian writers with world-renowned literary figures, the co-curated programme will share essential 
stories and facilitate a global conversation around the biggest questions of our time. Part of the UK/Ukraine 
Season of Culture devised jointly by the British Council and the Ukrainian Institute, the full programme is 
available now. 
 
HATFIELD HOUSE CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 
We still have a few tickets available for the Hatfield House Chamber Music Festival which starts on 
Thursday this week until Sunday. The theme is 'A World of Music' and we have musicians from 
across the globe performing some wonderful music spanning five centuries, including a terrific 
Family Concert on Saturday 1st October at 2pm featuring the artist, James Mayhew in 5 musical 
stories, 'Once Upon a Tune'. You can hear James introducing the concert here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-1CMenudg0  

   
As part of our Education and Outreach programme, we are offering some tickets at a concession 
price of £5 for full time students to the following concerts, further details of which can be found on 
our website:  
 
Hatfield House Chamber Music Festival programme 22  

Thursday 5pm  rear stalls  
Friday 5pm  rear stalls  
Friday 7.30pm    rear stalls  
Saturday 5pm      rear stalls  
Saturday 7.30pm   rear stalls  
Sunday 1pm      rear stalls  
Sunday 7pm      middle price only  
   
Please enter the password 22*STUDENT when 
booking.    
   
These tickets are for full-time students only and any 
student over 18 will be required to show student ID on 
the door.  
   
We hope you will be able to join us for some of these 
special concerts at Hatfield House during our Festival.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hayfestival.com/lviv/events.aspx
https://www.hayfestival.com/lviv/events.aspx
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HARPENDEN TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

 
 


