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Another busy week for the SJL community. We have been hosting open mornings all week to 
prospective families and it has been great to show off the school ‘in action’. Once again, our year 12 
guides who have given up their study periods to offer tours have been a real credit to the school 
and our students continue to be our best ambassadors. The excellent behaviour and engagement in 
lessons has shone through.  
 
Co-curricular activities are really thriving and I thought it would be a nice opportunity to highlight a 
few areas of the programme. Firstly, congratulations to the year 9 Debating team who won a local 
friendly competition against the other Harpenden Secondary Schools. There was also success on 
the sporting field with a comprehensive set of rugby results where all four sides won against Enfield 
Grammar last Saturday. There were netball successes against Townsend, STAGS, STABS and 
KWS. Our Sports Leaders had the opportunity to watch an inspirational presentation from rugby 
legend Jason Robinson on Wednesday. Finally, our new cohort of year 12 peer mentors received 
their training and are ready to support our new year 7s with their studies. What has impressed me 
most is that on Wednesday alone more than 600 students took part in a co-curricular club! 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate four year 11 students who have been 
selected to represent Hertfordshire. Mia in Rugby, Tiana and Fynn in Football, and Ria in Hockey. 
We are very proud of you all.   
 
It was great to meet some new faces and some familiar ones at the Friends of Sir John Lawes AGM 
on Wednesday night. This was a great opportunity to thank the committee and look at projects we 
would like to raise money for this academic year. On behalf of the school, I would like to thank 
FOSJL for their support in providing us with: a new minibus, musical instruments, mew microphones 
for drama productions, and a number of new sewing machines. These contributions really do make 
a difference to the education we can offer.   
 
I would like to finish by sending a quick message to parents of students in year 11 and year 13. 
Overall, the focus and work ethic demonstrated in lessons has been excellent this term. 
Examination years are a marathon, not a sprint: a positive mindset and consistent application are 
key, and I have seen these in abundance as I have walked around the school. 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to hear from you; please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 

• To parents of students in year 13 - the year 13 Autumn gradesheets will go out today. 

 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by staff to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations.  They will be presented with their certificates as soon as possible:  
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Ria Anderson 11A 
Jake Angus 11B 
Lottie Attree 8A 
Madeleine Ballard Scott 
11A 
Oliver Bardsley 11B 
Emma Bird 11H 
Lucas Bouabci 11B 
Ella Brading-Miles 8N 
Freya Brading-Miles 10L 
Siena Bramzell 12A 
Gregory Clark 12R 
Rosie Curant 11B 
Coemy Fourie 11A 

Amelie Gilder 9N 
Ebony Golder 11A 
Libby Golder 9N 
Leah Head 11H 
Charlie Hill 11L 
Olivia Hoyte 11B 
Isaac Hung 8R 
Kayley Keep 11L 
Amara Martin 11N 
Matilda Masters 11K 
Isla Nash 8R 
Olivia O'Cuinneagain 11K 
Mia Pankhurst 10A 
Aditi Patel 9A 

Daisy Polivka Manning 11K 
Tyler Price 10N 
Zoe Robertson 11H 
Joseph Rock 11L 
Gabriella Sweeney 12K 
Olivia Threlfall 11K 
Sam Walker 11A 
Ella Walton 8H 
Emily White 9N 
Bronwen Williams 8N 
Julian Williams 11R 
Merel Woodford 11H 
Marcus Zeng 8L 

 
Congratulations to Maya Sutton 9B (right) who has been selected for the 
GB Fencing squad. We are so proud of Maya and we will all be following 
her future success! 
 
DEBATING SUCCESS 
 

Two teams of year 8 and 9 debaters represented 
the school brilliantly at a friendly inter-school 
debate between the four Harpenden secondary 
schools, hosted by KWS this week. Lauren, Eva, 
Charm and Maya were confident, articulate and persuasive in opposing the 
motions 'This House believes social media does more harm than good' 
and 'This House would raise the tax on fast food'. It was a closely fought 
event but SJL came out on top, with both teams winning their debates and 
Charm and Maya being named best team of the whole evening.  Well done 
to all involved. 
 
If you'd like to get involved in debating and public speaking, we meet on 
Thursdays in M7 at 1pm and everyone is welcome, from any year group, 
whether you have experience or not.  
 
 

 
Mrs Hamilton  
 
ALUMNI NEWS 
 
Congratulations to former student Abigail Cook on achieving a First-Class 
Honours Law Degree from the University of Bristol.  Abigail has now moved to 
Australia and started a new position at Dentons, the world’s largest law firm! 
She will spend 6 months working in their Sydney office before returning to 
London to train as a solicitor. 

 
Mr Williams and Mrs Brining 
 
TRAFFIC CONGESTION AROUND THE SCHOOL 
 
Please help us to keep our children and young people safe!  
As many of you will be aware, at the beginning and end of the school day, Manland Way and 
Sauncey Avenue become very congested with parents dropping off and picking up their children.  
In the morning Manland Way is particularly busy and we are asking parents/carers to please drop 
your children a short distance away from school so that you do not have to drive down Manland 
Way or Sauncey Avenue.  
 
Parents are respectfully reminded that when visiting the school for events, they should park in a 
considerate manner, i.e., not across neighbouring driveways or in a way that might obstruct the flow 
of traffic around the site.  We do receive complaints from our neighbours about inconsiderate driving 
and parking in the area.  We would therefore greatly appreciate your support in this matter. 
 



LIBRARY NEWS 
 
World Mental Health Day 
It was World Mental Health Day on Monday, 
and the library has numerous books to help 
with managing difficult emotions and 
supporting mental health. Students are 
welcome to come and take a look at our shelf 
help collection.   
 
 
Spooky Competition in The Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCIENCE 
Virtual Work Experience Opportunity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Brennan – Head of 
Science 



MUSIC NEWS 
 
Year 7 & 8 Music Showcase - Monday 14 November 
Preparations are well underway for our first official 
concert of the academic year - the Year 7 and 8 
Music Showcase. The evening will feature 
performances from the UAC Band, Junior Jazz Band 
and the Junior Choir, as well as solo items from year 7 
and 8 performers. We are excited to be welcoming 
musicians from Year 5 & 6 at the Grove Junior School, 
who will be performing alongside some of our group 
ensemble items.  
 
If any year 7 or 8 students would like to perform a 
solo/duet item in the concert, the deadline to sign up 
is Monday 17 October. The sign-up sheet is in the 
Music Block. Alternatively, please email Miss Gillot at 

lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk   Auditions will take place after 

school on Wednesday 19th October.  
 
Tickets to the concert on Monday 14th November will be 
available on ParentPay soon. In the meantime, we wish 
our year 7 and 8 musicians all the best in their 
rehearsing!  
A reminder that Junior Choir rehearse on Monday 
lunchtimes, UAC Band on Wednesday lunchtimes, and 
Junior Jazz on Friday lunchtimes. 
 
Ms Gillot – Head of Music 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you that we have a Twitter account for keeping students 
and parents up-to-date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. 
Please follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 15/10 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday Rugby vs 
Simon Balle 

Rugby vs 
Simon Balle 

Rugby vs 
Simon Balle 

Rugby vs Simon 
Balle 

 

Monday   Netball vs 
STAGS B (A) 

 Yr 11 Netball 
vs STAGS B 
(A) 

Tuesday 7A Netball vs 
RPS B (A) 

 Netball vs 
Beaumont (A) 

Football vs 
Rickmansworth 
(H) @4pm 

 

Wednesday  8A Netball vs 
RPS B (A) 

  Football vs 
RPS (A)  
 
Netball vs 
STAGS 

Thursday Football vs Dr 
Challoners  
(H) 

   Yr 11 Netball 
vs Loreto (A) 

Friday Interhouse 
football 

    

Saturday      

 
Year 7 Netball 
The year 7 girls played in their first match this week, against STAGs. Defensively, SJL played very 
well, taking interceptions and turning play over. Their movement up court was very good at times 
with well controlled and strong passing and well-balanced footwork. SJL took the lead early in the 
match and managed to build on it each quarter to win 11-2. A great start to the season – well done 
all. 
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Year 9 Football 
They year 9 football team won their county cup game against 
Goffs 4-3. Well done to the boys involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday Morning Results 
Rugby results from Saturday 8th October Vs Enfield Grammar. 
 
Year 7 won 65-0 x4 tries for W.Bresler 
Year 8 won 45-15 x3 tries for J.Clarke  
Year 9 won 19-7 
Year 10 won 14-10 
 
Well done on some great wins! 

 
  

 
 
 

Year 8B Netball 
The year 8 B team played their first district league 
game of the season against Townsend this week. 
The first half was even both in terms of possession 
and goals scored. Improved positioning in the 
second half helped SJL to take the lead and hold 
this to win 4-1. Well done all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 11 Football 
The boys played a national cup game against Hitchin Boys School. What a rollercoaster of a game. 
After a poor first half performance, the boys saw themselves 3-0 down.  
 
A change of formation and attitude brought a much better second half performance, but it took until 
the 65th minute to break the deadlock. Fynn Sweeting then scored 3 brilliant goals to level up the 
score and take us into extra time. 
 
SJL dominated extra time with a 4th goal from George Holland, which we thought was the winner. 
HBS had one last throw of the dice in the last play of the game, scoring from a free kick.  
 
4 brilliant penalties from Dalton, Watkiss, Sweeting and Holland and two amazing saves from Cook 
sealed the victory taking us to round 2. Brilliant resilience and passion showed by the boys today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

We are holding a Stevenage/Survivors Against Domestic Abuse (SADA) drawing/painting 
competition for all of the children in Hertfordshire from 2 - 30 September 2022. This is a fantastic 
chance for us to decorate our SADA House Refuge and Safe Space accommodation with some 
beautiful art from across the county and give local children the chance to contribute to making our 
safe accommodation a welcoming and happy place to live.  
We have two categories. We have a competition for age range 5 to 10 years and another one for 
11 to 16 years old. We are looking for drawings and/or paintings to ‘make us feel happy’. It would 
be amazing to see this competition shared wherever possible to give Hertfordshire children the 
chance to take part. 
The competition begins on Friday 2 September 2022 and all completed entries are to be submitted 
by Friday 30 September 2022. Entries can be submitted via email. Winners will be selected by our 
panel by 14 October 2022. All winners will be contacted and we will look to have the artwork 
framed and placed in our Safe Spaces and refuge in time for our 16 Days of Action Against 
Domestic Abuse (December 2022). Winners will receive a small complementary gift and certificate 
of thanks for your contribution to our services. 
Please could you forward all of your entries with contact details to SADA@stevenage.gov.uk. 
Please include your name, age and contact details alongside the picture. Any questions please feel 
free to contact me on the details below. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Miss Roxie J Chambers 
Partnership Development Officer SADA, SADA Survivors Against Domestic Abuse, Stevenage 
Borough Council. Roxie.chambers@stevenage.gov.uk 01438 242666 
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