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It has been an action-packed half term and one that I will certainly not forget as my first as 
Headteacher. I would like to thank all the staff, student and parents for their support. This week I led 
assemblies on what it actually means to live the SJL ACE. The students were highly engaged and 
I’m sure they can tell you the nine things you need to do to live the ACE.  
 
This week saw a review team of six senior teachers from across the Scholars Education Trust visit 
the school to provide feedback on our educational offer. They visited a number of lessons and met 
with many staff. It is great to have the opportunity to work collaboratively across the trust and it 
turned out to be a very successful two days. To quote the lead reviewer, “I wish I worked in this 
school and I wish my children came to this school!’. I would like to thank all the staff and students 
who were involved.  
 
As I congratulated individual students last week, I would like to extend that individual praise to Merel 
in Year 11 who has been selected to play hockey for Hertfordshire. I would also like to congratulate 
Maya in Year 9, who despite being mentioned in the newsletter last week, was not mentioned in my 
introduction. Maya has been selected for the Great Britain fencing team. Merel and Maya, we are 
very proud of you!  
 
I was delighted to invite seven students to my office this week to award them with Headteacher 
Commendations.  These students led the community over the first half term with excellence in 
public speaking and playing their musical instruments at large public events.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, stay safe over half term. I hope you have the opportunity to spend time with family and 
friends and I look forward to all that next half term will have to offer.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to hear from you; please contact us 
at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
 
 

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk


LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 

• Year 9 gradesheets will go out this week 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to the following students for gaining Contribution to Excellence in Music Awards 
(2021-22) for regular commitment and participation in Music co-curricular. 
 
Year 7  
Barney Davies 
Ethan Davies 
Isaac Hung 
Agnes Levitt 
Kieran Lucas 
Daniel McDonald 
Rai Mehta 
Dora Shum 
Finley Spindler 
Ella Walton 
Bronwen Williams 
Ryees  Zarook 
Marcus Zeng 
Year 8  
Henry Barker 
Wesley Ballard-Scott 
Maya Bradbury 
Bailey Carter 
Alexandra Crowe 
Lily Downes 
Izzy Falconer 
Darcy Gibbons 
Edward Halkett 
Will Horton 
Rose Johnson 
Liv Louis 
Charm Kirk 
Lexi McDowell 
Rhea Mitchell 
Alice Morasanu 
Lula Morfitt 
Emily Oliviere 
Sophie Paracini 
Aditi Patel 
Uma Patel 
Bex Redway 
Evie Rose 
Maya Schofield 
Chloe Sharp  
Fara Turner 
Year 9  
James Austin 
Kiran Barker 

Charlotte Barratt 
Toby Brett 
Casey Carter-Stroll 
Joe Crocker 
Alexandra Crump 
Niamh Emmerson 
Imogen Evans 
Olly Garcia 
Willow Goodhand 
Eva Gordon 
Katie Hall 
Rebecca Hall 
Erin Halcrow 
Millie Harrison 
Olivia Horton 
Jessica Lucas 
Lucas McPhun 
Billy Montgomery 
Daniel Omoregbee 
Evie Riley 
Ollie Ronald 
Nina Shepperd 
Rafferty Smith 
Emma Sprowson 
Year 10   
Christopher Armstrong 
Amy Atwell 
Madeleine Ballard-Scott 
Alastair Bending 
Emma Bird 
Madeleine Crowe 
Ted Cunningham 
Coemy Fourie 
Lily Harris 
Alys Kramer 
Shakil Miah 
Kale Muir 
Dillon Muir 
Thomas Neylon 
Lewis Simpson 
Isobel Spittal 
Freddie Terry 
Olivia Threlfall 
Charlotte Wimbleton 

Taaj Zarook 
Half Colours 
James Atwell 
Molly Barker 
Kendra Barron 
Charlotte Barratt 
Vita Brewster 
Hannah Brooke 
Greg Clark 
Amelie Crocker 
Noemie De Labauve 
D’Arifat 
Sophia Fantozzi 
Max Martin 
Yash Mehta 
Lila Mintow-Czyz 
Ella Montgomery 
Nathan Myers 
Tom Redway 
Oli Rice 
Abigail Riley 
Daisy Ronald 
Anoushka Sharma 
Dexter Smith 
Rhianna Solomon 
Imogen Sutton 
Rosie Sutton 
Anneka Wrentmore 
Full Colours 
Cameron Angrave-Smith 
Archie Cunningham 
Thomas Dadswell 
Charlotte Evans 
Sophie Johns 
Amelie Pym 
Charlotte Richardson 
Katie Sutton 
Zac Smith 
Ellie Terry 
Georgia Threfall 
Suse Tredinnick 
Imaya Turner 
Rebecca Turner 
Mimi Woolf 

 
Congratulations also go to: 

• Daisy Simpson who passed her Grade 8 Singing with Distinction 

• Katie-Mae Abrahams won Bronze for 100m Fly in the City of Cambridge Level 2 Regional 
and National qualifier swimming gala.  

• Ellie Chadwick who sat GSCE Spanish in the summer and received a grade 8 

 

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


ALUMNI NEWS 
 
 
Congratulations go to Matilda Lawrence who studied BA (Hons) Criminology with 
Psychology at Leeds Beckett University and who is now a Resident Advocate and 
Mentor. Matilda is currently working with victims of human trafficking and modern-day 
slavery.  
 
We are also hugely proud of Sam Martin who is Hospitality and Operations Manager at 
Marks & Spencer in Harpenden. Sam is an engaging and motivational leader who 
takes personal pride in the development of friends and colleagues. He is always on 
hand to help with any customer query. 
 
Mrs Brining  
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING OPPORTUNITY 
 
Gresham College is running a competition for Year 12 students to promote the art of communicating 
complex information in a clear, concise and compelling way. This year the competition is focussed 
on the environment / sustainability in a five-minute, recorded presentation. Shortlisted candidates 
will then be invited to present again in person in London. Winners will receive cash prizes and 
medals: £250 gold, £200 silver and £150 bronze. The schools of winners will also benefit with 
priority access to lectures, visits from professors or senior leaders, and a certificate. 
To enter, each student will film and submit a five-minute video of themselves answering one of the 
following questions and make a reasoned argument: 
 

1. Who should be responsible for creating a better future environment for the next generation? 

How and why?  

2. What should the UK government do about the environment that will benefit your 

generation? 

3. Who should be most responsible for getting to Net Zero and why? 

4. What is the greatest positive environmental change you expect to see in your lifetime? 

5. What responsibilities should young people take on to address environmental/climate issues 
today and why? 

 
Students can submit their entry details via gres.hm/entryform and upload their finished videos, 
following the naming convention studentname_schoolname, to gres.hm/dropbox  Any normal phone 
video format will do (or other video camera) – we are not judging your tech skills or your camera 
quality! 
 
Key dates: Competition opens 15 Sep 2022; Competition closes on 15 Nov 2022; Entrants notified 
by 30 Nov 2022; 
 

Please let me know if you enter and if have any questions, please email schools@gresham.ac.uk   
or khamilton@sjl.herts.sch.uk   
 
Miss Hamilton 
 
CO-CURRICULAR AT SJL 
 
There are currently 86 clubs running at SJL, during lunchtimes and after school, so hopefully 
something for everyone! While we currently have a good uptake at clubs, we are always trying to 
encourage students to try new activities and make the most of the enrichment opportunities 
available in our co-curricular programme. For a full list of clubs please go to Autumn Clubs – Sir 
John Lawes School   

 
The Co-Curricular Award is designed to encourage students to take part in a broad selection of 
clubs (across a range of faculties), as well as rewarding those who have outstanding commitment to 
co-curricular throughout the school.  
Students can achieve this award by attending four clubs (from at least three different categories), 
for the duration of a term.  
The four categories are:  
 

1. Curriculum Subject (e.g: History Club, Explore the World, Science Club),  
2. Community (e.g: Eco Garden, Climate Action, Oxfam, Wellbeing) 
3. Performing Arts (e.g: any music or drama club)  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjj9cM6RmdUwNsWsKPt6R04IQuqOjnAPoqIv3UH58mf-oZYw/viewform
https://www.dropbox.com/request/ByDP3WD9qxgFYLcZ9L8K
mailto:schools@gresham.ac.uk
mailto:khamilton@sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/2542/autumn-clubs
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/2542/autumn-clubs


4. Sports (any sport club) 
 
Example 1: Chess Club, Badminton, Junior Choir & 
Football  
Example 2: Netball, Concert Band, Jazz Band & Eco 
Garden. 
Example 3: School Production, Senior Choir, Table Tennis 
& Debating  
Example 4: Textiles Club, Astronomy Club, Dance Club & 
UAC Band 
 
Any questions about clubs at SJL, or the Co-Curricular 
Award, please contact Miss Gillot lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk   
 
MUSIC NEWS 
 
Lower School Showcase – Monday 14th November 
The programme is confirmed, students are busy 
rehearsing, and tickets are on sale … 
 
If you think your child is performing and you haven’t 
received an information letter via email, please let us 
know. 
We look forward you welcoming you to the first SJL music 
concert of the year!  
Any questions, please contact Miss Gillot 
lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk  
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Keep going with your Big Challenge reading 
Big Challenge has now been going 
for 10 months and will soon be 
drawing to a close at the end of the 
year.  This half term is an excellent 
opportunity to read some books 
which can count towards Ace Cards 
and aiming for Bronze, Silver or 
Gold at the end of the 
challenge.  Keep reading. 
 
Booktrust Books 
We have just received our 
secondary school library pack from 
BookTrust, which is created to 
include books suitable for a range of 
reading interests and 
abilities.  Thank You BookTrust! 
 
 
 
 
 
FRIENDS OF SIR JOHN LAWES 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended the social evening and AGM on 12th 
October.  The annual report and accounts were presented and the 
committee stood unopposed for re-election.  We welcomed Mr Newbery as 
a new Trustee to the committee joining Yvonne (chair), Carla (secretary), 
Beatrice (Treasurer) and Alex (Events coordinator).   
 
Contact us:  friendsofSJL@sjl.hertss.ch.uk  
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofSJL  
Twitter:  @FriendsofSJL 
 Website:  https://www.sjl.hertts.sch.uk/895/friends-of-sjl  

 

mailto:lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk
mailto:lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk
mailto:friendsofSJL@sjl.hertss.ch.uk
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofSJL
https://www.sjl.hertts.sch.uk/895/friends-of-sjl


**WINE TASTING EVENING - FRIDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 2022** 
 
Join us for our next big fundraiser.  All parents, carers and SJL staff welcome.  For £20 you will get:  
 

• Arrival Drink 

• A range of wines to taste (perfectly timed for Christmas!) 

• SJL Jazz Ensemble to entertain 

• Grazing Boards 

• a fun evening, with a few surprises and the chance to win our tasting competition 
 
There will be a cash bar with beers, soft drinks and more wine. 
 
You are in for a real treat!  This is a really popular event in the FoSJL calendar, so book early to 
avoid disappointment using this link: https://buytickets.at/friendsofsjl/786292   

 
Other ways to raise funds: 
We are very grateful to receive ongoing monthly donations from parents and carers.  If you would 
like to donate regularly, please use the link below.  We are also now set up to claim Gift Aid on your 
donations adding a valuable extra 20% to the value: 
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/21386#/DonationDetails or support FoSJL through Easy Fundraising 
here: https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/2562/easyfundraising   
 
What are we saving for now? 
Our next “big spend” item to save for is an extension to the Oasis area providing additional covered 
outdoor space.   
 
The following items are also on the wish list to enhance provision across the curriculum:  

• A new kiln for Art;  

• Veo Sports Camera to live stream 

training and matches;  

• musical instruments;  

• 3D printer 

 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. 
Please follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Elissa Bullock (8 Austen) who successfully trialled and earned a place in the 
Bedfordshire County U13 Netball Player Development Programme (PDP) Squad. We wish her 
every success as part of this squad. Well done, Elissa. 
 
Year 7 B Team Netball v KWS (District Netball League) 
The Year 7 B team had their first netball league match this week against KWS A team. KWS took 
an early lead but SJL responded shortly after with a goal of their own. The first phase was fairly 
even in possession but KWS were 2-1 ahead at quarter time. SJL defended well and had some 
fluent play through the centre court. We lost opportunities passing overhead into the circle but had 
gained the lead by half time, going 3-2 up. The second half was well-contested. SJL led 5-2 with 
one quarter left to play and KWS fought back to a very close 5-4 finish, with an SJL win. 
Well done to all players – a positive start to the season. 
 
Our year 7 C team also had a friendly game with KWS. 
There was a big turn out and everyone played in the 
position they wanted. Even though we lost, they were 
happy they participated, and all had a good time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://buytickets.at/friendsofsjl/786292
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https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/2562/easyfundraising


Year 11 Netball 
On the 10th of October, year 11 had a second league match of the year 
against STAGS. The first quarter was extremely close with many 
interceptions and turnovers from both schools. By the end of the first 
quarter the score was equal at 4-4. In the second quarter, although we 
battled hard, STAGS crept into a narrow lead and the end score at half 
time was 9-12. In the third quarter their lead grew but we still fought 
back with strong midcourt play and the score at the end of the third 
quarter was 12-17.  
The final quarter ended SJL 19 - STAGS 22 
Well done to Ria A who was nominated as players’ player.  
 
U13 District Table Tennis 
Thanks to all the students who took part tonight: fantastic effort and 
even better sportsmanship. 
Boys- 3rd 
Girls- 2nd and qualify for the 
county competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Netball 
The senior netball team played a great game against STABS winning 
29-9. Well done. 
 
Year 8 Football 
After a very slow start, which saw the boys go 2-0 down, they started to 
play some excellent football. Goals from Berro and Vallance took us into 
extra time. 
 
The boys dominated extra time with S. Dey grabbing the winner after a 
scramble in the box. A great result: SJL 3- 2 Verulam after extra time. 
 
Senior Football 
The senior 1st XI football team played a county cup game against 
Verulam, winning 4-2 after extra time. Amazing result for the boys this 
afternoon against a strong Verulam side. 
 
Gymnastics 
Our gymnasts took part in the district tumbling competition on Thursday 
13th October. They performed brilliantly, bringing home 11 individual 
medals. 
 
Chloe Connley - 1st place in beginner trampette, 3rd place in beginner 
tumble  
Orla Ramsey - 3rd place in intermediate tumble 
Anayo Ogu  - 2nd place in beginner tumble, 2nd place in beginner 
trampette  
Betsy Way - 2nd place in advanced tumble  
Lucy Savage - 1st place in intermediate tumble  
Emma Bird - 2nd place in advanced tumble, 3rd place in 
advanced trampette  
Daisy Hall - 2nd place in beginner trampette  
Rebecca Price - 2nd place in intermediate trampette  
James Austin - 1st place in advanced trampette  
 
Saturday morning results 
Rugby results from Saturday 15th October vs Simon Balle. 
 



Year 7 won 35-0 
Year 8 won 45-10                        Great results, boys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 District League Netball  
The Year 9 girls played STAGS in a league fixture this week. SJL 
scored from a turn-over off the first centre pass and led throughout. 
They were 9-4 up at the end of the first quarter but STAGS fought 
back and pulled back to within 2 goals of SJL. Final score 31-20 to 
SJL.  
 
Year 11 Netball 
On Monday 17th, Year 11 faced STAGS B. The first quarter was 
quite even, with the score being 4-3. After that, we grew in points 
and found a groove, increasing our lead to 4 points. They kept 
fighting, however, and we still had our competition, but by the 
third quarter, we were leading by 7 points. By the fourth quarter, 
we lost a player and only had 6 players on our team. We did well 
to keep our lead and won the match 17-11. Well done to Ella C, 
who got well-deserved player of the match; she played very well, 
scoring most of the goals. 
 
Year 7 A team Netball 
The Year 7 A team faced RPS B team in the district league. They 
played very well, scoring shortly after the start of the match from 
an RPS centre. The girls demonstrated good firm passing, 
controlled footwork and good positioning on court. They held the 
lead throughout the match to secure a comfortable win. Well done 
to all players. Tami Adenubi was selected as players’ player of the 
match. 
 
Year 9 Netball 
On Tuesday 18th October the girls played a match against 
Beaumont. In the first quarter we started off playing fast but well, 
ending in 4-4. We worked really hard intercepting throughout but 
due to some silly mistakes by then end of the second quarter we 
were 9 down at 5-14. There was even more hard work in the 
third quarter but we were still losing 8-18. In the final quarter 
we were eager to get back on track but congratulations to 
Beaumont for winning 21-11 
Thank you to Beaumont for hosting, umpiring and a great 
game.  
A massive well done to 
Matilda for getting 
player of the match!  
Written by Matilda 
(step-in captain) 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

ARKWRIGHT ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP 

If you have a passion for engineering, please use this link to find out more. 
 
 
 
 

https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=29231bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=6439eaa73c&e=9578a3bb2b

