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December is here and it is now officially the run-up to Christmas at SJL as the beautiful Christmas 
tree, kindly donated by our friends at Croft Farm, is now taking pride of place in reception!  A huge 
thank you to Croft Farm (details below) and to Jamie and Reese and our senior students for 

decorating it so magnificently!   
 
We are looking forward to other traditional events such 
as: Awards Evening on Monday 12 December at 
Rothamsted Conference Centre, Christmas lunch on 14 
December, our Carol Concert on Monday 19 December 
at All Saints Church Batford and the Christmas Jumper 
Day on 21 December, when we hope to raise plenty of 
money for this year’s two chosen charities, Papyrus UK 
and The St Albans Foodbank.  
 
Our upper school production of Romeo and Juliet has 
had two fantastic evening performances so far this week 
and I’m very much looking forward to the finale tonight. I 
have heard the rehearsals from my office and reports 
from the first two nights have been excellent. A huge 
amount of hard work also goes on behind the scenes 
from students and staff and I would like to thank Mr 
Armitage and the Drama faculty for all their work in 
supporting the students with the production.  
 

If you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to hear from you; please contact 
us at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have recently been nominated by staff to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations.  They will be presented with their certificates as soon as possible:  
 
Hannah Acton 7B 
Aariz Afzaal 7L 
Divine Asekomhe 12R 
Daniel Austin 9R 
Thomas Baldry 7L 
Sam Barratt 13A 
Emma Bracey 10B 
Maya Bradbury 9H 
Charlie Brooke 10R 
Orla Brooks-Rumsey 7R 

Aine Chivers 7K 
Ruth Clarke 12K 
Olivia Cox 7L 
Thomas Cunningham 11R 
Ellie Finch 9K 
Matthew Finch 12R 
Annabel Georges 11B 
Henry Gilham 11A 
Katie Grimes 12H 
Erin Halcrow 10R 

Georgina Halkett 7R 
Zachary Hall 11K 
Daisy Heal 10H 
Holly Hubbleday 7A 
Enrique Humphrey 8L 
Eugene Klapatiuk 10B 
Ellis Leal 11R 
George Livesey 7A 
Jaya Mangat 7N 
Max Martin 12L 
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Rai Mehta 8H 
Charlie Monks 7L 
Daniel Omoregbee 10H 
Hannah Parachini 7B 
Aryan Pise 11N 

Tom Redway 12B 
Martha Roe 7R 
Katie Savage 12B 
Stassie Scott 10H 
Oliver Sharp 7A 

Kavin Suresh Vidhya 9H 
Olly Suter 11B 
Demyd Torbenko 11H 
Samuel Walker 11A 
Betsy Way 10L 

 
Congratulations also to Anahad Kshirsagar who passed Grade 2 Piano with Merit. 
 
CROFT FARM  

Croft Farm sell non-drop trees from 4ft - 9ft throughout the festive period, opening on the 26th of 
November until they sell out!  

Drop in to see them or phone for more details (01582 832071). Orders for larger trees can be taken 
in advance, and trees can be reserved for later collection. 

Their cafe, 'The Willow Trees' (an easy christmassy walk from Harpenden), will be open for 
warming drinks, cheerful cakes and festive scones the weekend of the 26th/27thth November, and 
the 3rd/4th 10th/11th of December.  As always, we are enormously grateful for our beautiful tree.  
Please remember to mention SJL when you visit!  Croft Farm, Leasey Bridge Lane, 
Wheathampstead, AL4 8HP 
 
REMINDERS FROM MRS KELLY, EXAMS OFFICER 
 
Year 11 mock exams Monday 5 to Wednesday 21 December 
The personalised exam timetables have been issued to students and provided to parents via 
Edulink this week.   
Please don’t lose your timetable. Aim to put it somewhere obvious where you will see it (e.g. on the 
fridge). 
Read your timetable carefully and check whether the exam is in the morning (8.50 AM start), mid-
morning (11.15AM start), or in the afternoon (1.30PM start).  Students must be in the Oasis area: 
by 8.30am for a morning exam, 
by 11.00am for a mid-morning exam, 
by 1.10pm for an afternoon exam. 
 
All items not required for the exam (e.g. watches, mobile phones, headphones, notes, books etc.) 
must be either left at home or placed in your bag and left outside the exam room. 
Please check that you have all the right equipment for your exam, which must be in a transparent 
pencil case or clear plastic bag:   

• BLACK pens only 
• Pencil 
• Rubber 
• Ruler 
• A calculator with no lid, compass and protractor (if the exam requires them). 

Water is the only food or drink allowed in the exam room and it must be in a small, clear, see-
through bottle without a label. 
If you are unable to attend your exam, please call the school to let us know you are not attending.   
If not, we will call you, in case you have forgotten the exam time. 
Finally, get everything you need for the exam ready the night before and have a good night’s sleep. 
 
JCQ Regulations 
As far as possible, mock exams are conducted under the same regulations required by the JCQ for 
the Summer exams so that everyone becomes familiar with the rules, regulations and processes. 
However, between now and the Summer exams, please ensure that you have read the JCQ 
Information for Candidates which is on the Exams Information page on the school website: 
Exam Information - Sir John Lawes (sjl.herts.sch.uk). This is a JCQ requirement for all students 
sitting exams this Summer 
 
Good luck to all students! 

 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT MONDAY 19 DECEMBER  
 
We are looking forward to our annual Christmas concert on Monday 19th December – this will be 
our first one with an audience since 2019! 

https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/743/exam-information-13


 
Letters will be going out to parents of performers soon, and tickets will be available via Eventbrite. 
Students will be out of school during the day at rehearsals. The concert takes place at All Saints 
Church, Batford, and is always a very popular event, so tickets will be limited to two per family. 
More information to follow! 
 
NEWS FROM THE ECO GARDEN 
 
Exciting times ahead as we start our 
botanical art project, making eco-
friendly decorations. Our dried flowers 
were sorted ready for next week’s 
session when we’ll start decorating 
our Christmas templates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Merry Quizmas!! 
 
It is Christmas and what do you have to have at Christmas. . . a quiz of course! 

There are 125 questions to challenge and entertain you. 
 
There is a prize of £20 for the person with the highest score. The quiz costs £3.00, 

which will go towards my world challenge campaign to go to Eswatini in 2023. World 

challenge is a once-in-a-lifetime trip to a foreign country. It is 13 days long and 

focused predominantly on helping local communities and observing local wildlife. 
 
To take  part  in my Christmas quiz, please either email worldcf3141@outlook.com or 

transfer £3.00 using PayPal (under ‘Send’ using the email address 

worldcf3141@outlook.com, selecting ‘For Friends and  Family’, and  adding a note 

providing your  email address), and  I will  email you a copy or deliver a hardcopy, 

if you live in central Harpenden. 
 
Oliver Bardsley 11B 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
WHIPSNADE ZOO TRIP 
 
On Tuesday 8 November, our Animal Studies classes went to Whipsnade to learn about animal 
care and the breeding programmes. We started at the farm and ended at the butterflies. My 
favourite were the chimpanzees because they were so cute and funny. They really reminded me of 
an actual human! 
 
We went to the flamingos after lunch and learnt some interesting facts such as flamingos are born 
a light grey colour. 
 
The elephants were so big! That was probably one the best animals I saw. I was so fascinated 
when they would eat or drink through there trunk. There was a baby elephant, a dad, a mum and a 
grandad. Their enclosure was huge! 
 
We went to the giraffes more towards the end and learnt some fun facts such as their tongue being 
black and 18-20 inches long. Also, their neck is 6.5-9.8 feet. We had a great time and learnt so 
much! 
 
Anais Hoey Year 9 
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SEND CONSULTATION DAY 
 
If you would like to discuss anything regarding SEND with Ms Wright our SENDCo, this is your 
opportunity.  Please feel free to book a slot on the next upcoming consultation day which will take 
place on 16 January 2023.  This will be a 15-20 minute bookable slot throughout the day so can be 
convenient for you and an opportunity to ask questions regarding 
anything from access arrangements to our current information sharing 
systems.   
 
To book a slot please contact Mrs A Hoey ahoey@sjl.herts.sch.uk  
 
CREATIVE CAREERS 
 
As a Design and Technology department we are always looking for 
outside speakers within design and technology to come and talk to 
and inspire our year 11, 12 and 13 DT students. 
 
This is a request to all SJL parents who might have an interesting and 
creative career within design and technology and who would be 
willing to come into school and talk about their careers, the 
qualifications needed, the routes they took to get to where they are, 
current projects they are working on, what their day-to-day job 
entails, etc.. 
 
Any of the following careers would be great but the list does not limit the careers that might be out 
there! 
 
Furniture Designer 
Graphics Designer 
Art Director  
Civil Engineer 
Mechanical Engineer 

Video Gamer 
Robotics Engineer 
Interior Designer  
Architect 

 
Recently we had a local architecture firm come and talk to our year 12s about architecture and the 
process involved in becoming a fully qualified architect. 
This is the second year we have had the firm come in and set 
a design brief as one of the projects for the year 12s. This is a 
great way for our students to have a live design 
brief and understanding of how to work in the real 
world. The firm then come back, judge the designs 
and select a winner. 
If you are interested, please contact me on the 
following email. 
nyunis@sjl.herts.sch.uk (Mrs Yunis) Design and 
Technology teacher. 
 
LOWER SCHOOL SHOWCASE – MONDAY 14TH 
NOVEMBER 
 
The SJL Lower School Music Showcase was a 
particularly special event this year as we welcomed our 
friends from The Grove Junior School to perform 
alongside us. As well as solo performances from 
musicians in Year 7 and 8, the concert featured 
performances from the UAC Band, who played a Beatles 
medley and songs from ‘Encanto’, the Junior Jazz Band 
under the leadership of their new musical director, Fred 
Terry (Year 11), and the Junior Choir, who performed 
songs from ‘Annie’, ‘Six’ and ‘Mary Poppins’. We have 
never welcomed so many people into the hall for a 
showcase – it was a real squeeze (as those that were there 
can attest to!) but wonderful for us to be able to share a superb 
programme with so many people! 
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As always, we are incredibly proud of our SJL students, who not only performed brilliantly, but 
proved themselves to be real professionals throughout the evening. The concert was compered by 
a super team of year 9 students who put the performers at ease and had the audience laughing at 
their jokes! 
 
Charm Kirk, has reflected on the evening here: 
The atmosphere in the hall was magical that evening. Because I was presenting, I got to watch and 
listen to all the high-standard performances our school had to offer. We had an array of 
instruments used in the solo performances: saxophone, voice, violin, piano, drums, guitar, flute. 
We also got to enjoy two vocal quartets. But I think the ensemble performances brought everyone 
together, and the support in the audience was amazing because I saw excited parents waving at 
my fellow students. This year, the hall was packed as audience members were there for not only 
year 7s and 8s, but also the Grove Junior School and some older years who were in the ensemble 
groups. 
Finally, I will definitely be thanking all the leaders, music teachers and everyone else behind the 
scenes, who made the experience so much more enjoyable. But to reiterate, the talent was an 
absolute joy to hear after all the long and hard rehearsals. 
 
Congratulations to all involved! 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 

ELF ON THE LIBRARY SHELF RETURNS! 
 
World Cup Quiz Winners 
Congratulations to our two form winners, 7K and 11A, who 
both scored top marks – 22 out of 22 in our football form 
quiz.  Prizes will be on their way to your forms shortly. 
 
Reminders 
The Christmas Cracker competition is drawing to a close, so 
make sure all entries come to the library by Monday 5th 
December.  House points and prizes to be won. 
 
The SJL Big Challenge will be ending on 31st December so 
make sure you are up to date with your Big Challenge 
reading form. 
There will be an opportunity to attend a Big Challenge event 
before the end of the year so it’s not too late to record any 
books you have read this term to gain ACE cards. 
 

INVESTIN COURSES  
 

 
As a partner school, our students have a 15% early bird discount - 
SUMMER15 - set to expire on 31st December. Many of our students 
have been on InvestIN courses and their Summer Experiences are 
always popular with our students. 
  
You can find a pre-recorded webinar explaining the benefits of Summer 
Experiences here and a flyer via this link  
 
Mrs Brining 
 
 

 
A MESSAGE FROM KATHERINE WARINGTON, ROUNDWOOD PARK, SIR JOHN LAWES AND 
ST GEORGE’S SCHOOLS: 
  
Do you know, or are you, an Educational Psychologist? 
 
As part of our collaborative working, we are looking to engage a motivated and enthusiastic 
Educational Psychologist to work with us on a contractual basis. If you are interested in finding out 

https://vimeo.com/775130439
https://docsend.com/view/muac9unaxgtey2d5


more, please contact Alan Henshall, Headteacher of Roundwood Park School, on 
head@roundwoodpark.co.uk. 
 
Tony Smith                        Alan Henshall Phil Newbery Helen Barton 
Headteacher                  Headteacher                             Headteacher                      Headmistress 
Katherine Warington School Roundwood Park School Sir John Lawes School St George’s School 

 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you that we have a Twitter account for keeping students 
and parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. 
Please follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 03/12 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday Rugby Vs 
Sand (H) 
@9am 

Rugby Vs 
Sand (A) 
@9am 

Rugby Vs Sand 
(A) @9am 

Rugby Vs 
Sand (A) 
@9am 

 

Monday  8C Netball Vs 
Marlb (H) 

   

Tuesday 7B Netball vs 
Beau (A) 

8B Netball vs 
Beau (A) 

Rugby Vs 
Simon B 

@2:20pm (H) 

Rugby Vs 
Simon B 

@2:20pm (A) 

 

Wednesday   Football Vs 
Hemel H (H) 

@2pm 

 Football Vs 
CVMRCS (A) 

Thursday 7B Netball Vs 
Towns (H) 

  Netball Vs 
Beau (A) 

 

Friday U14 county 
badminton 
finals (A) 8:45-
1:00 

U14 county 
badminton 

finals (A) 8:45-
1:00 

U14 county 
badminton 

finals (A) 8:45-
1:00 

  

Saturday      

 
Senior Netball 
 
A brilliant result for the senior netball girls beating SRA 27-19. Well done, girls. 
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STAGECOACH 
 

Stuck for gift ideas this festive season? Why not introduce your 
child to the fun world of Stagecoach. Our Spring Term at 
Stagecoach Performing Arts in Harpenden is the perfect 
opportunity to try our exciting weekly sessions! 
 
After the Christmas break, we are ready for your loved one to 
join us!! Our classes take place after school on Fridays and at 
various times on Saturdays during term time at SJL! We take 
new students for the first three weeks of term, which starts on 
the weekend of 6/7 January. 
A chance to gain new skills, make new friends, build 
confidence and have oodles of fun while singing, dancing and 
acting! 
 
If you would like to give the gift of a two-week trial or know 
someone that would - head 

to www.stagecoach.co.uk/harpenden to enrol now or call Liz, Principal, on 07793 206846 for more 
information. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Solve for Tomorrow Competition 2023 invites anyone aged 16-25, in the UK and Ireland, to 
design tomorrow’s sustainable solutions. 
 
The competition 
Solve for Tomorrow is all about creating a platform for new tech-for-good ideas and helping 
participants develop skills they need to thrive in the future.  
 
Participants will build three core competencies: confidence, capabilities, and connections. 
Having the chance to see how the seed of a great idea can take root and grow, explore creative 
and critical thinking, and hear from Samsung employees about careers in tech and design. 
 
Entries can be from an individual or a team of up to five. 
Once-in-a-lifetime prizes are up for grabs! With one month to go, make sure your students get 
their entries in before the deadline 18th December. 
 
1st Prize - further 3 months of mentoring AND a cash prize of £10,000. 
 
Runners up - further 3 months of mentoring AND a £1,000 cash prize 
 
All Entrants - will receive a Credly Badge as recognition for taking part. 
 
Sign up from here 
 
HARPENDEN LIBRARY BOOK SALE 
 
Harpenden Library has asked us to let you know about their Booksale. They offer a range of books 
available for purchase as part of the service. These include a selection of general fiction, non-
fiction, magazines and periodicals and a variety of children’s books. At present, they are running a 
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‘pay what you like’ sale, with all items available for any amount the customer feels able to 
contribute.  We would encourage everyone to go along and support this vital service if you can.  
 

 
 
NEW YEAR CAREER GUIDE 
 
We are delighted to provide you with our latest resource to help you unleash your career 
potential: The InvestIN New Year Career Guide. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5bed0a6a0c&e=e50ac5e9cc
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5a6bacf44b&e=e50ac5e9cc
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=17f8236390&e=e50ac5e9cc


 

 
 

 
 
 
 



KPMG VIRTUAL WEBINAR 

Have you ever wondered how major business leaders make 
some of the most important strategic decisions?  

Does working on some of the world's most high-profile mergers 
and acquisitions sound exciting? Who do you think provides 
them with professional services and advice to be able to 
execute these deals? 

KPMG is one of the most prestigious professional services and 
accounting firms in the world. They offer audit, tax, legal and 
advisory services to enable brands to grow, succeed and 
maintain their global status. Forming one of the Big 4, KPMG 
has some huge profile clients, such as PepsiCo, Barclays and 
Pfizer. KPMG operates in over 150 countries, with over 200,000 
employees, with revenues in excess of £30 Billion a year.  

On Monday 5th December from 5PM - 6PM we will be hosting our first event of the year 
with KPMG; this virtual webinar will be held via Zoom so you can join us from anywhere in the 
country! This fantastic evening will give you an insight into what KMPG do and what a career at 
such a huge global firm can look like. They will be sharing tips on how you can succeed in your 
future, and we will be hearing from top professionals who will be sharing their personal insights to 
a Big 4 firm.  

Providing such a range of professional services all in-house, makes a lifetime career at KPMG so 
exciting and vibrant, full of opportunities. Future ‘you’ could be auditing or advising global brands 
like Rolls Royce, Unilever or even Royal Mail! 

If you’re interested in a high-flying career at one of the Big 4 - you don’t want to miss this event! To 
find out more on how you could begin your career at KMPG… 

Click here to sign up now:  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/KPMG-Insight-Event 
Feel free to share this opportunity with any of your friends who may be interested too.  
Look forward to seeing you there.  
 
Kind regards,  
Josh / Young Professionals / @YoungProUK 
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