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I would like to start this week by travelling back in time to last Friday night. The Upper School 
production of Romeo and Juliet was fantastic. Even though the play has a tragic ending the 
audience were left uplifted by the performances of the entire cast. The modern twist and the 80s 
soundtrack brought the performance to life. I would like to congratulate the cast and the backstage 
support for putting on a performance of such a high standard. I would also like to thank Mr 
Armitage, Ms Woolrych and Mrs Milton for all their work in preparing the production.  
 
As the cold snap takes hold, I remind you to ensure all students wear a sensible winter coat to 
school. Getting out in the fresh air is vitally important to the students at breaktimes and thus 
students need to be suitably dressed. Thanks in advance for your support.  
 
I would like to congratulate the Year 11 students who have demonstrated impeccable standards 
during the mock exams to date. The invigilators have been highly complementary of their 
behaviour and focus. 
 
We sent out a letter this week from Hertfordshire LA regarding the increase in Scarlet Fever and 
Strep A in the area. We will follow the advice from county if and when we need to. Please make 
sure you have read the information and discussed with your son or daughter.  
 
Finally, please be considerate of the school rules in regard to dropping off and picking up 
students. The roads directly adjacent to the school should not be used to drop students off or 
collect. The reason behind introducing this a few years back was a combination of Covid measures 
and for safety reasons. Student voice suggested that it would be a far safer environment with 
fewer cars and it really has proved to be a much more pleasant environment for all.  
 
As usual, there will be no newsletter on the penultimate week of term but a bumper end of term 
edition will go out on 21 December. I hope your children enjoy the start of the Christmas season 
whilst retaining their effort levels and enthusiasm for school, and I will speak to you again in two 
weeks’ time.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to hear from you; please contact 
us at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
 
 
 
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have recently been nominated by staff to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations.  They will be presented with their certificates as soon as possible:  
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Poppy Armstrong 8L 
Ayla Butler 8H 
Will Caulfield 9K 
Hafsa Chowdhury 8A 
Isabella Crispim 9R 
Andrew He 9K 

Liv Louis 9R 
Rhea Mitchell 9L 
Gabriel Moghal 8K 
Isla Nash 8R 
Mia Randhawa 8N 
Sam Richards 8R 

Charlotte Simon 8R 
Eleanor Smith 9B 
Megan Sparks 9A 
Fara Turner 9H 
Ruby Whiting 8N 
Kate Wyeth 8B 

 
Congratulations to Uma Patel who recently passed her Grade 5 ‘cello with Distinction. 
Congratulations also to Oliver Cuzick-Leigh (9R) has just received his 5th belt (green) in Karate with 
Distinction. 
 
Congratulations to Barney (right) – Star Baker for Years 7 and 8 for Britten’s 
Bake-Off House Competition. He made an amazing courgette cake which 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed. 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 
To all parents/carers whose child has not signed up for Christmas Lunch 
on Wednesday 14 December - please remember they will need to bring a 
packed lunch from home instead as no other food will be available in school 
that day. 
 
HAVE YOU MET 
 
On Thursday 1st December we held our latest Have You Met…? event in the 
dining room.  We are extremely proud of the students who took part in the event, sharing their 
interests with staff and friends.  

 

 
 

 
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT MONDAY 19 DECEMBER  
 
We are looking forward to our annual Christmas concert on Monday 19th December – this will be 
our first one with an audience since 2019! 
 
Letters with details about the rehearsals, concert dress, timings etc, have gone out to parents of 
performers – if you haven’t received one, please let us know music@sjl.herts.sch.uk. Tickets are 
available via Eventbrite, but strictly limited to two per family. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/482335547607 
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Miss Gillot 
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CHAMBER CHOIR PERFORMS AT THE MAYOR’S CAROL CONCERT  
 

On Tuesday 6 December, the SJL Chamber Choir 
took part in the first ever Harpenden Mayor’s 
Carol Concert. The concert took place at St. 
Nicholas Church and featured performances from 
the St. Nicholas church choir, Harpenden 
Academy, Katherine Warrington and Sir John 
Lawes Schools. The Chamber Choir were slightly 
depleted in numbers due to illness, Year 11 
mocks and Year 13 parents evening, but they 
didn’t let this affect them, and they performed 
some challenging repertoire to a high standard 
and with exceptional professionalism! As always, 
we are incredibly proud of their dedication and 
commitment to performing in these events in the 

local community, and especially at such a busy time of year for them! Thanks also to Mrs 
Hastings-Clarke for her hard work rehearsing and directing the choir. The good news is that you 
will be able to hear your performance at the Christmas Concert – tickets of which have been 
released this week! The Mayor’s concert was raising funds for the Mayor’s two chosen charities: 
“Herts & Essex Air Ambulance” and “Thin Blue Paw Foundation”. 
 
ANTI BULLYING CONFERENCE 
 
On Friday 18th November we ran a cross trust Anti-bullying Conference. Students were from 
Samuel Ryder Academy, Robert Barclay Academy, Priory Academy and The Hemel Hempstead 
School. We have received the feedback and all students enjoyed 
the day with most learning new things about bullying behaviours 
and how to stand up and reach out.  
 
During Anti-bullying Week, we ran feel-good Friday and 
assemblies were led by our Anti-bullying Ambassadors, who also 
helped to organise, run and present at the Cross Trust 
Conference. 
I would like to say a massive thank you to all the students that 
attended. But especially the Anti-bullying Ambassadors, who put 
a lot of time and effort into the week: Kate Wyeth, Poppy 
Armstrong, Sam Richards Mia Randhawa, Ruby Whiting, Hafsa 
Chowdhury, Gabriel Moghal, Rhea Mitchell, Isabella Crispim, Aditi 
Patel, Will Caulfield, Eleanor Smith and Farah Turner. 
 
And also, a huge thank you to our Diversity and Stonewall groups 
for running a session on the day: Isla Nash, Charlotte Simon, Ayla 
Butler, Liv Louis, Megan Sparks and Rowan Tonks. 
Here’s one of my favourtie photos from the day !   
  
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Christmas Reads 
Our Christmas Reads display is up and we 
have already had students picking up festive 
fiction for the holidays.  As well as cosy 
romances, we have some winter crime, horror 
and paranormal on offer, so make sure you 
come to the library for a book before we 
break up. 
 
Big Challenge Party 
For all those who signed up for Big 
Challenge, to read as many books as 
possible in 2022, we are having one final 
push at lunchtime on 16th December.  Come along to an exclusive event in the library to get some 
winter books, enjoy some snacks, and receive ACE Cards for books already read this year. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Merry Quizmas!! 
 
It is Christmas and what do you have to have at Christmas. . . a quiz of course! There are 

125 questions to challenge and entertain you. 
 
There is a prize of £20 for the person with the highest score. The quiz costs £3.00, which will go 

towards my world challenge campaign to go to Eswatini in 2023. World challenge is a once-in-a-

lifetime trip to a foreign country. It is 13 days long and focused predominantly on helping local 

communities and observing local wildlife. 

 

To take  part  in my Christmas quiz, please either email worldcf3141@outlook.com or 

transfer £3.00 using PayPal (under ‘Send’ using the email address 

worldcf3141@outlook.com, selecting ‘For Friends and  Family’, and  adding a note 

providing your email address), and  I will  email you a copy or deliver a hardcopy, 

if you live in central Harpenden. 
 
Oliver Bardsley 11B 
 
CROFT FARM  

Croft Farm (who kindly donated the beautiful Christmas tree in the reception) sell non-drop trees 
from 4ft - 9ft throughout the festive period, opening on the 26th of November until they sell out!  

Drop in to see them or phone for more details (01582 832071). Orders for larger trees can be taken 
in advance, and trees can be reserved for later collection. 

Their cafe, 'The Willow Trees' (an easy, Christmassy walk from Harpenden), will be open for 
warming drinks, cheerful cakes and festive scones the weekend of the 26/27 November, and the 
3/4 10/11 of December.  Please remember to mention SJL when you visit!  Croft Farm, Leasey 
Bridge Lane, Wheathampstead, AL4 8HP 
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SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 10/12 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday      

Monday      

Tuesday  Football Vs 
SCD (A) 

 
Yr 8C Netball 
Vs Marlb (H) 

   

Wednesday   Football Vs 
Hemel H (H) 

@2pm 

  

Thursday Hockey Vs 
Sand (A) 

Hockey Vs 
Sand (A) 

  Netball Vs Beau 
(H) 

Friday      

Saturday      

 
U14 Girls Basketball 
A very exciting game last week vs Townsend ended in a 20-
20 draw! Great progress made by the girls to get to this point. 
 
And a shout-out to Elizaveta and Anayo for helping to train 
and coach the girls. 
 
Year 8 Netball 
Well done to the A team who beat SRA. Also, a massive 
thank you to the players who stepped in to replace players off 
ill and made the match possible! 
 
 Year 11 County Cup Football 
SJL 2-0 Roundwood Park. A win is a win was the message 
at full time. We did not ever really get up to speed in the 
game this evening, but with two well-taken goals from 
Sweeting and Scott, we secured a place in the quarter 
finals. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 


