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We have finally reached the end of our first term of the year. I have been so proud of how the 
students have applied themselves this term. In my opening assemblies, way back in September, I 
asked the students to do two things this term: work hard and be kind. As always, SJL students 
respond positively to a challenge and they have really impressed me. To walk around the school 
on a daily basis observing the engagement in lessons and the calm way students move around 
between lessons is a real privilege  
  
In lessons we have seen the introduction of the iPads for KS3 and they have had a positive impact 
both within school and at home. We haven’t forgotten the traditional values that have led to the 
school’s success but the iPads are allowing the students to develop the skills that they will require 
in the workplace of the future. Thank you for your recent feedback. In response we will be 
providing all KS3 students with a basic stylus in January, limiting screen time where we can, and 
investigating how we can add printing as an option. I will communicate further in January. In every 
subject we are constantly evaluating the curriculum and the way it is sequenced so that knowledge 
can be developed over time. I have also been impressed by the way the Year 11 and 13 students 
have approached their studies and intervention sessions in what is a hugely important year for 
them. This positive attitude will definitely pay dividends in the long term.  
 
Co-curricular clubs and activities have once again been the heart-beat that makes SJL such an 
exceptional community. We have planted 600 trees at Batford Springs, led the Harpenden climate 
protest, performed Romeo and Juliet to packed halls, hosted a trust-wide anti-bullying conference, 
competed in hundreds of sporting fixtures, performed the annual carol concert, debated our way 
to district success, and provided the opportunity for many trips and visits. We have much planned 
for the new year and as I always say, please encourage your son or daughter to make the most of 
the opportunities they get. 
 
This term has seen the emergence of our leadership programme. In every form from 7-10 there are 
leaders in Charity, Sustainability, Mental Health, Diversity, Sports and Digital Technology. Along 
with the form reps, these leaders are shaping the experience for students in our school, local and 
global community for the better. We have raised over £4K for charities this term. Our two main 
school charities are Papyrus UK and St Albans food bank. Thank you all for your support with the 
various events and activities we have run. We have a target of £12K this year so we are well on 
track to achieve that.  
 
The opportunity to come together as an entire school is really powerful. The way the students 
conducted themselves during the services for Queen Elizabeth 2nd and for Remembrance Day was 



exemplary. I would like to thank all the students that read or performed making the services 
memorable for all.  
 
Finally, after a long Autumn term I wish all in the SJL community a restful and safe Christmas 
break. Please take time to relax with family and friends.  See you on the 9th January. 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to hear from you; please contact 
us at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
SET NEWS 
 
Please Click this link to view the latest Scholars’ Education Trust Newsletter. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to the following students who recently passed their music exams:  

• Luisa Forte – Grade 5 flute  

• Mira Das Bhaumik – Grade 3 flute with Merit  

Congratulations also to Tegan Hancox, who was recently nominated to receive a Headteacher’s 
Commendation for excellent work.  
Huge congratulations to Ollie Burroughs in Year 13 for achieving a Merit in the Andrew Jobbings 
Senior Kangaroo round of the Maths Challenge!  
 
REMINDERS 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Spring Term 2023 
Start:   Friday 6 January INSET day – school closed to students 

Monday 9 January – students return 
Wednesday 1 February INSET day – school closed to students 

Half Term:  Monday 13 February to Friday 17 February 
   Friday 10 March INSET day – school closed to students 
Finish:   Friday 31 March – school closes at 3.30pm. 
 
Summer Term 2023 
Start:   Monday 17 April INSET day – school closed to students 
   Tuesday 18 April – students return 
   Monday 1 May Bank Holiday – school closed 
Half Term:  Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 
Finish:   Friday 21 July – school closes a 12.30pm. 
 
Uniform  
A reminder that skirts should be worn on the knee; they should not be rolled over at the waist. 
Students should wear white socks or navy/neutral tights with their skirts; black tights are not 
permitted.  Students wearing school trousers must wear black socks.  Once again, we are asking 

parents for support from home. Please discuss this with your child(ren) and ensure that they 
come to school properly equipped, which includes their reusable water bottle.  As always, we 
thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
Please also note the following – particularly the rules on hair: 
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Jewellery - The only jewellery permitted in school is a single plain gold/silver stud in the lower 

lobes, plus a watch. Facial piercings are not allowed (even if covered with a plaster).  

Bags - Bags that feature inappropriate nudity or sexually explicit imagery are strictly 

forbidden. 
Make-up – Make-up should not be worn. Nail varnish, false nails, nail extensions, or false 
eyelashes should not be worn. 

Badges - The only badges permitted are official school badges, such as House Representative 
badges, and one charity badge. 

Hair – Hair should be kept clean and tidy and should not be brightly coloured, worn in any 

extreme style or have an appearance inconsistent, in the Headteacher’s opinion, with 
traditional good standards of uniform. Hair extensions are not permitted and colouring is only 

allowed if it is a natural colour. No patterns or tramlines should be shaved into the hair or the 

eyebrows. Hair should not be shaved below a grade 2. Long hair should be tied back with 

neutral or school colours for practical activities. Hair ornaments should not be worn. Hair bands 

must be plain and either black, white or navy. 

Hoodies/tracksuit tops - Must not be brought or worn to school and will be confiscated for 

parental collection. 

Charity wristbands - Only one wristband is permitted to be worn at any one time. It must be for 
an appropriate good cause (at the Headteacher's discretion) and must not be as a fashion item 

or, for instance, to support a pop group or football team. 

Mobile Phones - Mobile phones are permitted in school but should be kept in the bottom of 
school bags or in lockers at all times - not in uniform pockets. They should remain switched off 

throughout the school day, including break and lunchtimes, unless teachers have given students 

permission to use them. In the case of emergency, parents should call through to reception in 

the normal way. Students caught using mobile phones will have them confiscated and the 

phones will be kept at reception until the end of the school day.  Repeat offenders can expect to 

receive a detention. 

 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
LitSoc 

 
SJL’s literary discussion group, LitSoc, was set up in the Summer term with Year 12 and is now 
open to all English Literature A Level students. We meet fortnightly to discuss a range of literary 
topics from whole texts, literary and artistic movements, and single poems, usually over tea and 
biscuits! This term, we started by creating an ambitious timeline of authors, text and movements 
from Greek mythology onwards. We have also enjoyed sessions on modernism and Virginia Woolf; 
W.B. Yeats; magic realism and the challenges of reading literature in translation; and most 
recently, William Blake’s poetry and fascinating life. Different members of the English faculty lead 
the informal seminar-style sessions, with the aim of sharing our love for literature that students 
may not come across otherwise. We hope to inspire and broaden their reading habits beyond the 
curriculum to enrich their studies and encourage them to read for pleasure. We meet at 1pm in M7 
every other week and you’re welcome to join ad hoc or regularly.  
 
Debating & Public Speaking  
Debating and public speaking continues to thrive at SJL, with our lunchtime club welcoming many 
students in Year 7 this term to join our existing members. We have focused on skills of rebuttal,  
structuring arguments and speaking in a given time, but mainly having fun! As an English Speaking 
Union Oracy Affiliate school, we are proud to have taken part in both local and national 
competitions this term. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
Our Year 9 team enjoyed success locally, coming first in a friendly Harpenden schools’ debate, 
where their motion was ‘This House would raise the Tax on Fast Food’. A mixed team of Year 9 
and 10 took part in the ESU Schools Mace debating competition, the oldest of its kind in the UK, in 
November. Although they missed going through to the next round by just one point, they were 
praised for their outstanding teamwork - a great example of the ACE in action! There will definitely 
be some opportunities for Years 7&8 to show their skills in an inter-school competition next term - 
look & listen out for details! 
 
SCIENCE NEWS 
 
This term Science club has resumed, with a range of activities promoting students' curiosity, 
problem-solving and investigative skills.  These have included looking at how much water can fit 
on the surface of a 2p piece (the most was 68 drops!), what happens to Skittles' colour in water, 
and attempting to design the most aerodynamic balloons possible.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
As part of sustainability week, Year 8 were joined by Chris Barton and Jemma Taylor, two 
researchers from Rothamsted who work in food security and carbon capture technology. They 
were presented with the problem of how to improve biodiversity on a farm without impacting 
profits.  In small groups, they worked through various ideas from creating orchards and keeping 
bees to planting hedgerows in order to create habitats for wildlife. After sharing ideas, Chris and 
Jemma discussed their viability and how it would impact the productivity and profits of the farm. 
 
Astronomy club also returned once the clocks went back, although the cloudy weather had other 
ideas!  However, even when the weather is bad, we get together and discuss some of the history 
of space travel, the basics of how telescopes work, and some of the science behind what we can 
see in the night sky.  At the moment both Jupiter and Mars are bright in the evening sky, so do 
look up on a clear night during the holidays.  Here's hoping for some telescope-friendly skies on 
Monday nights next half term! 
 
Mr Morton 
 
Congratulations to Reyansh, Kieran, Max, Archie, Sayan and Robert from 8LF science class. 



They managed to complete the GCHQ Christmas challenge and in an incredible time, thanks to 
great teamwork. 
 
It involves cracking 7 tough puzzles from different GCHQ disciplines, then taking those answers, 
using another puzzle to rearrange them into 3 ‘what3words’ locations, finding those locations, and 
putting them together to make the final answer!  
Fantastic spirit and effort was shown by the whole class – Well done 8LF Science! 
 
Click here If you fancy seeing if you could complete the fiendish festive challenge from GCHQ 
 
Good luck and Merry Christmas! 
 
Mrs Turner 
 
MUSIC 
 
GCSE Music “Bright Sparks” concert trip 
On Friday 9th December, our Year 10 Music Class went to see the ‘Bright 
Sparks’ GCSE concert. We headed to the Royal Festival Hall in London 
from Blackfriars. The concert was performed by the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra and was presented by Rachel Leach, who 
guided us through analysis of the music to help us understand key 
GCSE topics in more depth. The programme included some film music 
by John Williams, concerti, symphonies, folk music, and other repertoire, 
themes and keywords linked to GCSE music learning. We had a great day 
out and loved exploring different times and cultures in music – and we 
found it very beneficial to our learning.  
 
Rebecca Hall (10H) & Millie Harrison (10B)  
 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 
This term seems to have gone by very quickly and students have been making excellent progress 
in languages.   At the end of the term, we feel it is important to recognise the effort and progress 
that the students have been making.  From each class we nominate someone who we feel has 
achieved well and also someone who we feel has put in a great deal of effort.  This, as you can 
imagine, is not an easy task and the nominated students for this term were as follows: 
 
Year 7 
Sarvesh Ilangkumaran 
Carson Lo 
Ruhani Suharan 
Dilun Barnby 
Reuben Henshaw 
Xavier Garcia 
Lorian Edubatey 
Rosa Fantozzi 
Tabitha Norwood 
Reese Heung 
Edward Mortimer 
Reema Moustaghfir 
Georgina Halkett 
Oliver Sharp 
Thomas Arnott 
Thomas Baldry 
Dilun Barnby 
Unay Garcia 
Reuben Henshaw 
Lydia Lappas 
Carson Leung 
George Livesey 
Edward Mortimer 
Serene Po 
Sofiia Antonenko 

Dilun Barnby 
Dara Owladi 
 
Year 8 
Charlotte Attree 
Harry Berg 
Casper Bowers 
Barnaby Davies 
Loriel Edubatey 
Edward Haines 
Sienna Halcrow 
Anahad Kshirsagar 
Agnes Levitt 
Rai Mehta 
Samuel Richards 
Benjamin Smith 
Darya Vayzert 
Kate Wyeth 
Isaac Armiger 
Freya Barber 
Anthony Leung 
Kaivalya Kshirsagar 
Leighton Piggott 
Ishika Samarasinghe 
Charlotte Simon 
Caitlin Stewart 

Louie Finan 
Bronwen Williams 
Lara Curtis 
 
Year 9 
Michael Allan 
Maya Bradbury 
Adam Chaudhury 
Alexander Evans 
Izzy Falconer 
Dylan Johnson 
Finn Kirkbride 
Charlie Loughlin 
Lewis Myers 
Evie Rose 
Eva Arnott 
Maya Bradbury 
Izzy Falconer 
Jonah De Silva 
Sophie Parachini 
Max Wilde 
 
Year 10 
Asma Abubakar 
Casey Carter 
Alexandra Crump 

https://www.gchq.gov.uk/news/xmaschallenge2022?redirectOrigin=GCHQChristmasChallenge


Erin Halcrow 
Chethana Darapunani 
Lily Hunter 
Maksym Zymovets 
Aidan Cody 
Bella Robinson 

 
Year 12 
Abigail Riley 
Gabriella Sweeney 
Jacob Sunderland 
Scarlett Walker 

 
Year 13 
Katie Burroughs 
Oliver Marshall 
Grace Barlow 
Tyla Conteh 

 
Year 7 French Advent Calendar Competition 
Our Year 7 students worked very hard on creating advent calendars using numbers and seasonal 
vocabulary in French. We received outstanding entries and we were amazed by the creativity of 
our students. Well done to everyone who entered.  
 
The results were: 
1st Place – Hannah A (7B) 20 house points 
2nd Place – Emelia B (7N) 25 house points 
3rd Place – Scarlett B (7A) 30 house points 
4th place – Dylan C (7N) 35 house points 
5th Place – Carson L (7H) 40 house points 
6th place – Hannah P (7B) 45 house points 
7th place – Suzy B (7N) 50 house points 
 
Miss Marino and the MFL faculty. 
 
The New Year 
Next term there are many things to look forward to. We have our first foreign language trips to France 
(Y10) and Germany (Y9 and Y10) as well as Spain (Y9 and 10). We also have two play performances 
by Onatti Productions in French and German.  Payments for the plays can be made on ParentPay 
for French students in Y10 and Y11 and German students in Years 9-11. 
 
MFL Faculty 
 
THE GCHQ CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE 2022 
 

GCHQ has released the 2022 #GCHQChristmasChallenge. The 
puzzle, masterminded by a team of in-house puzzlers, features 
on their director's annual Christmas card.  
 
The Challenge has been designed for schools and colleges 
and has seven fiendish puzzles based on the seven disciplines 
of languages, engineering, codebreaking, analysis, maths, 
coding and cyber security - all key skills needed at GCHQ to 
help keep the country safe. 

 
But this year’s Challenge comes with a twist…once you solve all seven puzzles, you'll need to 
think outside the box, using the design on the front of the card to assemble the answers, forming 
three separate what3words locations. Joining the three place names together will reveal our 
special festive answer. 
 
Visit The GCHQ Christmas Challenge 2022 - GCHQ.GOV.UK or their Twitter or Instagram channels 
for the solution. 
 
Director GCHQ Sir Jeremy Fleming, said: 
 

From breaking Enigma to harnessing the latest cutting-edge technology, our brilliant 
people have worked together throughout our history to help keep the country safe. 
 
This year’s GCHQ Christmas Card Challenge gives an insight into the skills we need 
every day as part of our mission – from languages to coding. 
 
But skills alone won’t be enough to crack this one. Puzzlers need to combine a mix of 
minds to solve the seemingly impossible. 
 

Based on the seven disciplines featured in the recently published ‘Puzzles for Spies’ book, the 
#GCHQChristmasChallenge tests the lateral thinking, ingenuity and perseverance needed by those 
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working here at GCHQ across their missions to keep the country safe. 
 
Students who enjoy the Christmas Card puzzles and are interested in developing their cyber skills 
are encouraged to take part in the National Cyber Security Centre’s CyberFirst activities, or find 
more brainteasers in the puzzles section of our website. 
 
Mrs Brining 
 
UCL YEAR 12 MASTERCLASSES 
 

 
 
University College London’s Masterclass series is taking place online between January and March 
2023 and you can apply.  
 
Masterclasses are online, subject-specific, hour-long taster lectures for students in Year 12 to find 
out more about the subjects they want to study at university. The sessions are interactive and they 
encourage those taking part to engage with the presenters via the Q&A at the end of each session. 
This year, there are 15 Masterclasses in total covering different subjects, including Architecture, 
Economics, Law and Medicine.    
 
Applications are now open on the UCL website.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs Brining 
 
GEOGRAPHY NEWS 
 
Living Rainforest Year 9 
Geography  
On Thursday 8 December 140 year 9 
students visited the Living Rainforest 
near Oxford. Whilst there, they had a 
tour focusing on the sustainability of 
the rainforest, a topic the students will 
be studying later in the year. They 
were also able to see how plants and 
animals are adapted to survive in the 
rainforest climate.  
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

 
 
Christmas Cracker House Competition Winners 
Thank you for all our lovely decorated Christmas crackers, many of which were book inspired. We 
have used them to decorate our windows in the library.   
 
Congratulations goes to Austen, the house winner this year! 
 
Here are the final points of the competition: 
 
Austen 127 
Britten 120 
Ryder 117 

Hepworth 113 
Lawes 82 
King 60 

Newton 16 

 
We also awarded a prize for the best cracker in each year group.  You can see the 
winners on this page. 
 
Big Challenge Party 
Some of our regulars who took part in this year’s Big 
Challenge enjoyed some festive fun in the library on 
Friday.  Many have already reached Gold Certificate in the 
challenge, but for anyone who didn’t turn up to the party and 
who signed up to the challenge, there is still a chance to earn 
Ace Cards over Christmas by reading up to 31st 
December.  Forms will need to be handed into us in January. 
 
See you in the New Year! 
 
ART DEPARTMENT 
 
This term in Art we have had our GCSE Art and Textiles mocks, a whole term of preparation and 
development of ideas leading to a ten-hour practical exam with the theme of ‘fragments’. Students 
have created individual outcomes around the theme they were given with drawings, paintings, clay 
work, sculpture and textiles pieces. As well as being a practice for their final exam, so that the 
students know what they can produce in 10 hours, this is also a third piece of coursework for their 
summer exhibitions. GCSE students will be given their actual exam title in their first lesson in 
January; these will be shared with candidates as soon as it is released. Year 11 and Year 13 Art 
and Textiles students need to remember that they need a new sketchbook for their exam work; 
they cannot sadly use their coursework sketchbooks for their actual exam. 
 
Year 10 students are close to completing their first unit of coursework, with the deadline for these 
coming up in February. Lower school students have spent the term working on portraits, with Year 
7’s clay work, and hands, with Year 8 making sculpture. Year 9 artists have been working on a 
drawing and painting project and prints on the theme of animals. Sixth form artists, photographers, 
Graphics students, and Textiles students have all been working on their sustained piece for the 
skills project. Remember Year 12: your skills project deadline is at the end of January. Year 13: 
your coursework deadline is also the end of next month. 



We had 230 entries for the Sir John Lawes School Christmas Card Competition, with Mr Newbery 
choosing the winner and a short list of placed entries. The winning entry by Emily in Year 10 
featured on the official SJL Christmas Card and can also be seen at the top of Mr Newbery’s 
introduction above. There were a lot of excellent entries and we have been sharing those on social 
media through December, along with other examples of amazing student work - 
www.instagram.com/sjlartdept 
 
Mr Higgins  
 
HOUSE NEWS 
 
This term we had eight different House Competitions, including Britten’s Bake Off, Lawes’ Win 
Lawes Draw and the already mentioned Christmas Card Competition. Final House Point totals for 
this term will be announced in the end of term assembly along with the results of the fiercely 
fought Form Room Decoration Competition. Also in the end of term assembly, the Merit Mark Cup 
will be awarded to the House who has achieved the most points for ACE Cards, Head 
Commendations and Merit Marks, with the merits totals for this term being announced. If you have 
supported your House by gaining Merits or by taking part in all or some of the competitions that 
have run this term, then some of those points are down to you, your form and your year group.  At 
the end of this term, myself and the Heads of House would like to say thank you and goodbye to 
Mr Evans who is stepping down as Head of Austen to take up another role in school. His 
enthusiasm and House spirit have helped Austen achieve great things under his leadership. Look 
out for lots more competitions and a new round of the Merit Mark Cup in the Spring – lots more 
opportunity to represent and achieve for your House. 
 
Mr Higgins 
 
DRAMA NEWS 
 
This has been an incredibly creative term with some excellent devising work and of course our 
rather unique production of Romeo and Juliet.  Devising drama for exam purposes based on 
stimuli is always a challenge and this term Years 11,12 and 13 all rose to it magnificently.  Year 11 
performed in the Hall on Thursday 17 November and were really impressive, exploring a range of 
topics and themes from personal relationships to political extremism.  A week later, Year 13 pulled 
out all the stops with their devised exam showcase exploring issues of adoption and societal 
taboos.  There were some very sophisticated and dynamic performances, showing real maturity of 
thought and accomplished acting skills.  The picture below is taken from our Year 12 Mock 
devised piece entitled Real As Fears, which explored friendship against the background of an 
apocalypse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Year 13s created two sensational pieces of devised theatre based on Children’s Services and 
nightmares.  All ten students were creatively engaged and at their best during this work, which is 
unique to those who created it.  Here they are below giving Lily the hair-dryer treatment! 
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We took our A-Level students to see Anthony Nielson’s The Wonderful World of Dissocia at the 
Theatre Royal Stratford East, which was a surreal and entertaining experience.  Year 11 were 
suitably engaged by Life of Pi at The Wyndhams Theatre and responded enthusiastically to the 
actors at the curtain call.  Now both year groups have to write their analytical reviews in exam 
conditions – which is slightly less entertaining but just as necessary to get those top grades. 
 
One of the highlights of the term was our 1980s remix of Romeo and Juliet, which cut a third of the 
text and added some great 80s music.  This helped to tell the story of the star-crossed lovers, 
played brilliantly by Wesley and Mila.  The whole cast worked together brilliantly and resiliently in 
the face of the dreadful flu-like lurgies that were going around at the time.  I am always proud of 
the results of productions that I’m involved with at SJL but I am especially pleased with this one 
due to the incredible commitment and creative ownership from the cast and crew.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for all your support and don’t forget to follow us on #SJLDrama. 
 
Tim Armitage / Head of Drama 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Philosophy Plus Science Programme (Digital 
Event) 
 
For: Year 11/12 students should be taking or 
planning to take Maths A-Level or equivalent, 
and expect to receive at least an A grade in it 
 
Date of next event: 13 January to 23 January 
2023 (pre-recorded materials, accessed online 
at your own pace) 
23 Jan 2023 (live, online follow-up session) 5 - 
6pm 
Philosophy Plus Science Programme (Digital 
Event) 

 
For: Year 11/12 students should be taking or planning to take Maths A-Level or equivalent, and 
expect to receive at least an A grade in it 
Date of next event: 13 January to 23 January 2023 (pre-recorded materials, accessed online at 
your own pace) 
23 Jan 2023 (live, online follow-up session) 5 - 6pm 
 
This programme provides an opportunity to find out more about how science and philosophy 
intertwine. More specifically, how Computer Science, Physics, and Mathematics all have one thing 
in common: Philosophy. This event is an opportunity for students who are considering applying for 



a joint degree in these subjects, and want to find out more.  
 
This event will be in two parts. Material will be made available online for students to work through 
at their own pace from Friday 13 January to Monday 23 January 2023. On Monday 23 January 
2023 participants will be invited to join a live online panel discussion with Oxford tutors and 
students. Students will be invited to submit questions to our live panellists about the material 
covered, Oxford degrees in the aforementioned subjects, and the Oxford admissions process.   
 
This programme is open to high-achieving students from the UK, the Isle of Man or the Channel 
Islands. Students should be in the following year groups:  
  

• Year 11 or 12 if at school in England or Wales,   
 
Students who are currently in their final year of school and who are planning taking a gap year, 
who will be applying for 2024 university admission, are also welcome. Students should be taking, 
or planning on taking, Maths A-level or equivalent, and expect to receive at least an A grade in it. 
Students taking Further Maths A-level are particularly welcome, as are those taking Physics A-
level. Attendees should be considering applying to university. If you have previously attended a 
Philosophy Plus event, this is not for you, as much of the material will be similar. 
 
All questions, please email philosophyplus@cs.ox.ac.uk. Please remember to check your spam 
filters. 
More details 
 
EMPower Oxford 
Engineering- Materials-Physics 
For: Y10 UK state school students of Black Caribbean heritage, Black African heritage, mixed 
Black heritage or other Black heritage 
Date of next event: Thursday 16 March to Saturday 18 March 2023 
Are you considering studying science, but aren't really sure about what your next steps should be? 
Join us to explore some of your options and lay the foundations for success. Scientists at Oxford 
University and beyond are teaming up to offer you an exciting programme that includes online 
workshops, a two-night stay in Oxford, and online academic mentoring. It's completely free to take 
part in, and begins in March 2023. 
  
If you have any questions about this programme, we'd love to hear from you! Email the team on 
schools.liaison@physics.ox.ac.uk. The application deadline is 23:59 on Sunday 8th January 2023. 
Read more 
 
Online Maths Club 
The Oxford Online Maths Club is a weekly livestream from the University of Oxford with maths 
problems, puzzles, mini-lectures, and Q&A. It’s free, interactive, casual, and relaxed, and the 
livestreams are recorded so that you can watch back afterwards if you can't make it to the live 
broadcast on Thursday afternoons. The club is mostly aimed at people about to apply to university 
or about to start a Maths course, but everyone's welcome and there's no registration needed. 
Whether you’re the only person you know who’s interested in mathematics, or if you’re an entire 
sixth-form maths club looking for more maths content, we’re here for you. 
Click here for past episodes 
 
Exeter Plus Year 12 
For: Open to Year 12 pupils who are looking for support with the University application process. 
Application Deadline: by 10am on Monday 9th Jan 2023 
Exeter Plus is an Access and Outreach programme,  covering a broad number of subjects, at 
Exeter College, Oxford for Year 12 pupils (or equivalent) who are interested in applying to selective 
universities including the University of Oxford. We particularly encourage applications from 
students who have apprehensions about applying to Oxford and would like to find out more.  
 
The programme will consist of both in-person visits to Exeter College and online academic 
activities. Travel costs will be covered by the College, and in-person sessions will take place on 
Saturdays or during school holidays, to avoid the need for missing classes.  
Read more 
 
Oxford ACS Shadowing Day 
For: Y12 state school students from African and Caribbean backgrounds 
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Date of next event: Wednesday 22 February 2023 (9:30 - 5pm) Trinity College, University of 
Oxford 
Join the Oxford ACS for a Shadowing Day in collaboration with Trinity and Brasenose Colleges, 
University of Oxford. This day is aimed at Year 12 state school students from African and 
Caribbean backgrounds interested in applying to Oxford for undergraduate study. This day will 
cover a broad range of subjects. Students will have the opportunity to visit Oxford and shadow a 
current undergraduate who studies a subject they are interested in applying for and immersing 
themselves in Oxford student life. As we expect to receive many applications for a place on this 
day, please apply asap. If oversubscribed, we'll prioritise places for those who are eligible for free 
school meals, care experienced, and/or first in the family to go to university. 
Read more 
 
Y12 Taster Days @Keble 
For: Year 12 
Date of next event: 20 February (Maths), 21 February (History), 22 February (Chemistry), 23 
February (modern Languages) 2023 
At Keble, we are looking forward to hosting four in-person Year 12 Subject Taster Days in Oxford 
in February 2023. These immersive, academically-focused events are designed to support state 
school students in Year 12 in making informed decisions about their studies. Taster Days in Maths, 
History, Chemistry and Modern Languages (French & Spanish) will offer information about the 
courses; insight into research, teaching, and career progression; hands-on application advice; and 
the opportunity to meet Keble tutors and students who share your interests. 
 
Each Subject Taster Day will run from 10:00-15:00. Support is available for attendees’ travel 
expenses. For any questions contact outreach@keble.ox.ac.uk 
Apply here 
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