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I would like to thank the 6th Form team and staff that presented at last night’s 6th form Information 
Evening.  Over 500 people attended and gained vital information about the 6th Form, the 
curriculum, the subjects, the academic and pastoral support, and the expert university and 
apprenticeship information that is all part of our offer.  Post 16 provision is an important step for all 
and SJL has an excellent record of students achieving their first-choice destination.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact us, if you require further information.  
 
I wrote to parents earlier this week regarding the National Education Union’s (NEU) announcement 
that its ballot of teacher members in England had met the threshold required to commence 
industrial action.  NEU staff will have the option to strike.   
 
The dates for strike action that may affect us as a school are: 
 

• Wednesday February 1 (England and Wales) 

• Wednesday 1 March (East Midlands, Western, Eastern regions) 

• Wednesday 15 March (England and Wales) 

• Thursday 16 March (England and Wales) 

 
You will already be aware that 1st February is a planned INSET day so the strike action will have no 
impact on the learning, as the school will be closed to students.  
 
The first day which could impact SJL is the 1st March.  At this stage it is important to differentiate 
between a snow day, the pandemic closures and a strike day.  Under union rules, staff are not 
allowed to cover for their colleagues who have chosen to strike.  This means that we will not be 
able to offer a 'normal day' of education on proposed strike days. Once I have more information, I 
will communicate further.  
 
With the cold snap we are currently experiencing, I would like to remind parents that students 
should come to school with a warm winter coat.  Please be aware that we expect all students to be 
outside when conditions permit, as it is important for them to take up as much fresh air and 
vitamin D as possible during break and lunchtimes.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to hear from you; please contact 
us at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk
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Isaac Armiger 8H 
Madeleine Ballard Scott 
11A 
Jasmine Bending 13B 
Lucas Bouabci 11B 
Maeve Campbell 11L 
Max Dedman 8A 
Nick Evans 11B 
Annabel Georges 11B 
Maximillian Green 13B 
Edward Haines 8H 

Sienna Halcrow 8A 
Amelie Inman 11H 
Toby Jarvis 13K 
Charlie Kay 13B 
James Leggott 8L 
Catherine Lord 8H 
Indira Mehta 11A 
Rai Mehta 8H 
Isla Nash 8R 
Leighton Piggott 8L 
Aryan Pise 11N 

Georgia Power 8L 
Charlie Ross Arévalo 8L 
Ishika Samarasinghe Smith 
8N 
Jay Shrigley 11N 
Catriona Stewart 11N 
Olivia Threlfall 11K 
Emily Tilden Curtis 8L 
Edie Trevor 11B 
Olive Whalen 11B 

 
Congratulations to the following students who recently passed their music exams: 
 
Dexter Smith Grade 7 Drums with Distinction 
Leo Lindley Grade 5 Drums with Distinction  
 

SJL CAREERS DAY 2023 
 

 
 

MUSIC CONCERTS THIS TERM 
 
There have been a few changes to the concert dates originally published in the school calendar. 
Please put these dates in your diary. Any questions, please email lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

• Monday 23 January - Year 9 Showcase, SJL School Hall, 7pm. 

 

SJL Careers Day 2023 – can you help? 
 
Our showcase SJL Careers Day is taking place again on Thursday 23 March, with around 100 
employers and over 800 students expected to attend across the day.  
 
This is by far the largest event of its type in our local area and is an amazing opportunity for hundreds 
of students from both Sir John Lawes and our neighbouring partner schools. Students attending the 
Careers Day meet representatives from a diverse range of firms and learn about a vast extent of 
career options, with some also securing invaluable work experience and contacts for their futures.  
 
This will be the seventh year of this event and each time the day surpasses all our expectations with 
more employers than ever becoming involved, and the range of sectors represented continuing to 
grow. The support employers and businesses give us really does make a difference to the futures of 
our students. 
 
We would be very keen to hear from any parents interested in taking part - if you work for a 
company or organisation that would like to participate in the Careers Day, please contact 
llord@sjl.herts.sch.uk for more information. 
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Featuring: Year 9 musicians 

• Wednesday 8 March - Harpenden Schools Spring Festival, Eric Morecombe Centre, 7pm.  
Featuring: Concert Band 

• Tuesday 14 March - Scholars Education Trust Concert, The Alban Arena, 7pm 
Featuring: Senior Choir & Concert Band 

• Friday 21st April - Jazz Evening, School Hall, 7pm 
Featuring: Jazz Band & Junior Jazz Band  

• Sunday 30 April, Hertfordshire Schools Gala Concert, Royal Albert Hall, 7.45pm. 
Featuring: Jazz Band & Chamber Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTERACTIVE SCHOOL WEBINARS 
 

 



 

Channel Talent would like to invite our students to their Spring term programme of free interactive 
university online events. 
 
The sessions, each including either one or two universities, offer enrichment for curriculum themes 
and support for students considering progression to HE. They aim to be dynamic and participative, 
encouraging everyone to engage and shape the session but in a way that they are comfortable 
with. 
'It was fantastic! I would have happily stayed on for another five hours. Really useful 
academic insight ... and discussion that wouldn't typically come up in class.' Year 13 student 
 
'Students really enjoyed the unique perspective that this lecture offered. They enjoyed the 
pace of the lecture and the intellectual rigour. Three students are now seriously considering 
it (further study) after this lecture!' Sixth Form Leader 
A small number of sessions will be recorded but the majority focus on the live, participatory nature 
of the event, which is where the feedback we receive suggests the greatest value. 
 
Below is the current Spring programme. We will be adding further sessions and adding details to 
existing sessions as they are confirmed, so please do register for more regular updates here: 
http://eepurl.com/duFY5H.  
 
HE Guidance – Supporting Late Applications & Tackling Student Finance 
9th January @ 16:30 - 17:15 HE Guidance: What's It Like to Study Nursing at University? UEA 
(KS5) Find out more » 
10th January @ 16:30 - 17:15 HE Guidance: There's Still Time - Writing A Standout Personal 
Statement - UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
10th January @ 18:00 - 18:45 HE Guidance: What's It Like to Study Engineering at University? 
UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
11th January @ 16:30 - 17:15 HE Guidance: What's It Like to Study Business or Accounting at 
University? UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
12th January @ 16:30 - 17:15 HE Guidance: What's It Like to Study Psychology at University? 
UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
22nd February @ 16:30 - 17:15 HE Guidance: Student Finance & Scholarships for 2023 Entry with 
UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
 
Art 
17th January @ 15:35 - 16:20 Psychology of Art with Goldsmiths, University of London (KS5) Find 
out more » 
28th March @ 15:15 - 16:00 Art: British Contemporary Art 1960+: David Hockney & 
Contemporaries with UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
 
Languages 
19th January @ 15:35 - 16:35 insight4me Spanish: Monarchy & Dictatorship with Nottingham & 1 
Uni TBC (KS5) Find out more » 
8th February @ 16:15 - 17:15 MFL/French: University Film Society – La Haine by Mathieu 
Kassovitz with UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
 
Geography, Politics, Economics 
24th January @ 16:15 - 17:15 insight4me Geography: Coastal Management with UEA & Glasgow 
(KS5) Find out more » 
1st February @ 16:15 - 17:15 Achieving Energy Security – Interdisciplinary University Perspectives 
& Debate – UEA & 1 Uni TBC (KS4 & KS5) Find out more » 
9th March @ 16:15 - 17:15 The Balance of Power - Government, Media, Markets …? – 
Interdisciplinary University Perspectives & Debate – Goldsmiths (KS4 & KS5) Find out more » 
 
Chemistry 
25th January @ 16:15 - 17:15 insight4me Chemistry: Organic Chemistry with Nottingham & 1 Uni 
TBC (KS5) Find out more » 
2nd February @ 16:00 - 16:45 Chemistry: Skills & Insight - Periodic Table - The 7th Row & Beyond 
with 1 Uni TBC (KS5) Find out more » 
7th February @ 15:35 - 16:20 Chemistry: What Can We Use Nanotechnology For? - UEA (KS5) 
Find out more » 
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6th March @ 16:15 - 17:00 Computational Chemistry: Computational Chemistry - Tutorial – UEA 
(KS5) Find out more » 
23rd March @ 16:30 - 17:15 Pharmacy/Pharmacology: Science & Practice of Prescribing Drug 
Combinations with UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
Sociology, Psychology, Sport Psychology 
17th January @ 15:35 - 16:20 Psychology of Art with Goldsmiths, University of London (KS5) Find 
out more » 
 
Drama 
7th March @ 16:15 - 17:15 Classics/Drama: Sophocles - The Three Theban Plays with 1 Uni TBC 
(KS5) Find out more » 
History/EPQ 
31st January @ 15:35 - 16:20 History: The Rise to Power and Rule of Stalin - Tutorial – UEA (KS5) 
Find out more » 
English/Creative Writing 
6th February @ 15:45 - 16:45 English Literature: University Book Club – Dracula by Bram Stoker 
with UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
7th February @ 17:30 - 18:30 Creative Writing: Skills & Insight - Creative Writing with UEA (KS5) 
Find out more » 
20th March @ 16:15 - 17:15 English Literature: University Book Club – Death of a Salesman by 
Arthur Miller with UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
 
Mathematics/Physics/Engineering/Computer Science 
28th February @ 16:15 - 17:00 Mathematics: Real World Applications of Matrices - Tutorial – 
Nottingham (KS5) Find out more » 
1st February @ 16:15 - 17:15 Achieving Energy Security – Interdisciplinary University Perspectives 
& Debate – UEA & 1 Uni TBC (KS4 & KS5) Find out more » 
 
Business Studies 
1st March @ 15:35 - 16:20 Business: Strategic Direction & Methods with Goldsmiths (KS5) Find 
out more » 
14th March @ 18:00 - 18:45 Business: Skills & Insight - Entrepreneurship - From Observed 
Problem to Business Concept with Surrey (KS5) Find out more » 
Religious Studies/Philosophy/Classical Civilisation 
7th March @ 16:15 - 17:15 Classics/Drama: Sophocles - The Three Theban Plays with 1 Uni TBC 
(KS5) Find out more » 
16th March @ 16:15 - 17:00 Philosophy: Language of Argumentation - Tutorial – UEA (KS5) Find 
out more » 
 
Media/Film 
18th January @ 16:15 - 17:15 Film Studies: University Film Society – 2001: A Space Odyssey 
(Stanley Kubrick) - UEA (KS5) Find out more » 
9th March @ 16:15 - 17:15 The Balance of Power - Government, Media, Markets …? – 
Interdisciplinary University Perspectives & Debate – Goldsmiths (KS4 & KS5) Find out more » 
21st March @ 15:35 - 16:35 The Decline of Cinema – Interdisciplinary University Perspectives & 
Debate – 2 Unis TBC (KS4 & KS5) Find out more » 
22nd March @ 15:45 - 16:45 Film Studies: University 
Film Society – Do the Right Thing by Spike Lee with 1 
Uni TBC (KS5) Find out more » 
 
Mrs Calverley and Mrs Brining 
 
HISTORY WORKSHOP 
 
Last week, I took part in a history workshop about 
medicine in the trenches during World War One. It 
was very informative, engaging and fun. We had an 
expert called Bill, who knew everything about World 
War One and always managed to keep us wanting 
to know more. We also had the opportunity to look 
at and even touch some real artefacts from WW1, 
such as medals, diaries and even a toothbrush. We 
even got to try on uniform and see first-hand how hard it 
must have been for soldiers to run while carrying all this equipment and heavy 
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uniform, when most of them were half my size. Looking back on this experience, it was very useful 
and when it comes to class work, essays and my GCSEs, I can remember all the facts we were 
taught, be able to give more contextual knowledge and apply myself in situations. It will definitely 
be one of my highlights as an SJL Historian. 
 
Daniel Omoregbee - Year 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Big Challenge 2022 Round Up 
Thank you to all our students who took part in the Big Challenge 2022 to 
read as many books as they could in the year.  Many exceeded our 
expectations by achieving the Platinum level, an award we only 
introduced during the last Big Challenge in 2020 where we had three 
students reading more than 52 books.  This time around, there were 12 
students reaching that level, and an extra special mention goes to Hafsa 
in Year 8 and Emma and Imogen in Year 10 who all read over 100 books 
in a year!  We would also like to highlight our six year 7 students who only 
started the challenge in September when they joined the school and 
therefore did incredibly well with their reading during 2022: Henrick, Unay, 
Yao, Kate, Chloe and Oliver.  In addition, congratulations to the following 
staff: Miss O’Brien and Mrs Ellis who reached Silver and Ms James, Ms 
Wildsmith, Ms Robins and Mrs Forrester who reached Bronze. 
 
Lunar New Year 2023 
In 2023, Lunar New Year begins on January 
22nd and the library has displays to mark the 
celebration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



SECRET SUBJECT TASTER DAY 2023 
 
Corpus Christi, Sidney Sussex, and 
Trinity Hall, are excited to announce 
the launch of this year’s Secret 
Subjects Taster Day on Saturday 18 
February.  
 
This online event will give students 
the opportunity to explore those 
subjects they’ve probably never 
heard of, but which are actually 
some of the most interesting that the 
University of Cambridge offers!  
 
There will be academic taster 
sessions led by Cambridge 
academics, Q&As with current 
undergrads studying one of the 
Secret Subjects, and a chance to 

hear from graduates about what different and interesting career paths the Secret Subjects can 
lead to.  
 
Sessions can be attended on the following subjects:  
 

• Asian and Middle Eastern Studies (AMES) – recommended for any student interested in 
languages and Far Eastern and Middle Eastern cultures and who is studying any modern 
language/History 

• Archaeology - recommended for any student studying A-level History/Classical 
Civilisation 

• Anglo-Saxon, Norse, and Celtic (ASNC) - recommended for any student studying A-
Level History/English Literature/Classical Civilisation/any modern language 

• Classics - recommended for any student studying A-level History/English 
Literature/Classical Civilisation/Politics/Philosophy/any modern language 

• History of Art - recommended for any student studying A-level Art/History/English 
Literature 

• Linguistics - recommended for any student studying A-level English Language/English 
Literature/Philosophy/Maths/any modern language 

• Music - recommended for any student studying A-level Music or has Grade 8 Theory 
• Theology, Religion, and Philosophy of Religion (TRPR) - recommended for any student 

studying A-level Religious Studies/Philosophy/History 
  
Eligibility  
This is open to any student who currently is in Y11 or Y12 interested in pursuing an Arts, 
Humanities or Social Science degree, and who is thinking of applying to Oxbridge. 
 
How to Register  
If you are interested in attending, please fill out this form 
 
The deadline for registrations is 5pm, Thursday 16 February. As soon as the timetable has been 
confirmed, Cambridge shall send out a specific subject session registration form.  
 
Mrs Brining 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 21/01 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6ok3uuDKaFLv4bA


Saturday  Football Vs 
RPS(H) KO 

9am 

Football Vs 
RPS(H) KO 

9am 

Football Vs 
RPS(A) KO 

9am 

Yr 11 girls football 
Vs JHN (A) KO 

2.30pm 

Monday      

Tuesday      

Wednesday  8A Netball Vs 
SRA A’s (H) 

  Yr 11 Netball Vs 
Marlb (A) 

Thursday Hockey Vs 
SRA (A) 

Hockey Vs 
SRA (A) 

Hockey Vs 
SRA (A) 

  

Friday     Yr 11,12&13 girls 
football Vs SCD 

(A) 

Saturday Football Vs 
Enfield 

Grammar  

Football Vs 
Enfield 

Grammar  

Football Vs 
Enfield 

Grammar  

Football Vs 
Enfield 

Grammar  

 

 
Year 11 Netball 
The year 11 team picked up their first win of 2023 beating SRA 
24 - 12. Well done, girls. 
 
Year 10 Netball 
A brilliant performance by the girls this evening beating STAHs 
35 – 15. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U13 Girls Football 
The girls drew 0-0 against 
STAGs on Monday night. The 
game was much more exciting 
than the result. Some brilliant 
performances by all of the girls 
this evening.  
 
Player of the match goes to Iris 
for a brilliant performance in 
goal. 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MIND IN MID HERTS 
 
My name is Isaac Kenyon and I am a world-record-breaking adventurer and endurance athlete 
based in Hertfordshire, who is also a trustee of your local mental health charity Mind in Mid Herts. I 
am a school speaker and also introduce fundraising activities to raise awareness of causes that 
many schools find engaging especially the hot topic of mental health. 
 
World Record Attempt - April 2023 
This year my challenge is to become the first person to run the official London Marathon dressed 
in a brain costume and also beat a previous record for the fastest marathon dressed as a three-
dimensional human body part [male]. Both will be official Guinness World Records which will be 
hopefully possible in one attempt if all goes well.  
 
Support the project! 
I am asking schools in the local area to 
support the project in a number of ways 
which I see as educational and mutually 
beneficial: 

1. Support by designing the official 
brain costume I will wear during 
the London Marathon world 
record attempt (fun activity for a 
class to design). 

2. Raise funds for the charity 

(https://www.gofundme.com/f/london-marathon-dressed-as-a-brain-world-record) by 
holding a school fun run in your sports field during the week leading up to the London 
Marathon. Idea is to wear their own designed brain costumes or mental-health-themed 
tops. 

3. In exchange for a donation to the charity, I will be able to deliver an inspirational talk after 
the run that covers some key topics (see here) which I give to school children of any age. 

This event is timely as it runs in parallel with “Stress Awareness Month” which has been held every 
April since 1992 to increase public awareness of the causes, signs and coping strategies for 
stress. 
 
Why be a part of this? 
70% of children and teens get no help with their mental health problems at a sufficiently early age. 
To live a happy life while coping with everyday stresses, we need to know how to handle our 
mental health. We can learn this while we are in school. Knowing the role mental health plays in 
their lives allows children to become happy adults. Happy, functional adults are better equipped to 
handle life.  
 
Do you want to be part of this fun, engaging educational project? If so, in what capacity from the 
options above? 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you :) 
 
Thank you, 
 
Isaac Kenyon FRGS MSc 
Book a meeting with me here 
 

 
 
We're excited to let you know that you can now sign up to take part in our Star Count, which is 
taking place 17-24 February. 
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Each year, the results from Star Count help us 
create a map of the nation's view of the night sky 
and monitor the impact of light pollution across 
the country. Together we can work towards 
rewilding the night for the benefit of people and 
wildlife – we hope you’ll join us! 
 
As January rolls on, we hope you’ll be able to 
find some time to connect with nature in your 
local countryside or green space. Writer and 
naturalist Susie White, who writes Country Diary 
entries for The Guardian, shares her top tips – 
scroll down to have a read! 
 
Save the date for Star Count! 
 
Sign up here. 
 
 
 

https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/118799/data/1?ea.tracking.id=campaigns-update-enews

