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We reach the end of a short but action-packed half term. Firstly, we were fortunate to be able to 
open the school to our governing body last Friday. Governors got a chance to visit lessons and meet 
with groups of students to discuss what it is like to be an SJL Student. The governors had a fantastic 
time and got to see first-hand the engagement in lessons and the exceptional behaviour around the 
school site. I would like to thank the governors for giving up their time to support the school.  
 
We hosted our annual Gym and Dance display this week with two packed evening performances 
and a matinee for Crabtree, High Beeches and Sauncey Wood Primary Schools. The students were 
a credit to the school and performed with confidence and precision. It was great to see students 
from Years 7 -13 performing together and the ‘Lion King’ themed finale was one to remember! I 
would like to thank the PE staff and all the student leaders that organised and choreographed the 
show.  
 
Finally, I would like to wish the students and staff who are setting off on the ski trip a safe journey 
and a wonderful week’s skiing. For everyone else, have a great break and see you fresh and ready 
for the next half term on the 20th February.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to hear from you; please contact 
us at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work this week.  They will be presented with their 
certificates as soon as possible:  
 
Cai Frank 7L 
Rachel Goldspink 11R 

Maisie Pugh 7B 
Merel Woodford 11H 

 
Congratulations to the following students who recently passed their LAMDA Communication 
Exams: 

• Georgina Halkett Grade 4 with Distinction 

• Edward Halkett Grade 6 with Merit 

Congratulations to Bronwen Williams who recently passed her Grade 5 Music Theory with 
Distinction. 
 
SEND CONSULTATION DAY 
 
We will be holding our second SEND consultation day on Monday 13 March.  This is an 
opportunity for you to discuss any concerns or queries directly with the SENDCo.  

mailto:head@sjl.herts.sch.uk
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/402/letters-home


Bookings can be made via School Cloud, in the same way that Parents’ Evening bookings work: 
SchoolCloud - Sir John Lawes School.  Booking will open on Friday 3 Feb 
 
BEBRAS CHALLENGE AND OXFORD UNIVERSITY COMPUTING CHALLENGE 
 
The Bebras Challenge is an on-screen computational thinking challenge run by the University of 
Oxford. Back in November, all SJL Computing students entered the Bebras Challenge in their 
Computing lessons and have now received certificates to reflect their achievements. Students who 
achieved the Gold Award, indicating that their scores put them in the top 10% of students in the 
country, were then invited to participate in the follow-up Oxford University Computing Challenge 
after school in January. Well done to the following students, who gave up their time to participate, 
and particularly well done to those students who achieved Certificates of Merit and Distinction in 
this prestigious challenge! 

Dylan Appleton  
Wesley Ballard Scott    
Sam Black    
Katie Bunbury    
Rain Chin    
Barney Davies    
Izzy Falconer    
Ellie Finch    
Edward Haines    

William John    
Agnes Levitt - Certificate of 
Merit   
Isla Nash    
Kuzey Otuk    
Sophie Parachini    
Uma Patel    
Louise Pattison    
Eleanor Smith    

Bronwen Williams    
Oliver Bardsley - Certificate 
of Distinction   
William McGuinness    
Dillon Muir    
Thomas Neylon    
Sam Walker    

 
Sophie Scott - Head of Computing & Lead Practitioner in New Technologies 
 
SAFER INTERNET DAY – TUESDAY 7 FEBRUARY 2023 
 
Safer Internet Day (SID) is an EU wide initiative to promote a safer internet for all users. The Theme 
for Safer Internet Day is “Together for a Better Internet”. 
Safer Internet Day is a day to promote safe and responsible use of the internet, a day for us to 
consider all the different ways we use the internet and how we can make the internet a safer and 
better place for all. 
 
This week students have had assemblies on Safer Internet Day with the theme of ‘Together for a 
Better Internet’. We have been promoting safe and responsible use of the internet and all the 
different ways we can use the internet and how we can make it a safer and better place. Students 
have watched a short film exploring how young people use social media to connect and share. It 
highlights the influences and pressure young people face online and encourages them to see the 
full picture.  
 
Parenting in a digital age is a set of short videos for parents and carers about keeping their 
children safe online. The link below takes you to the internet4schools website and on here are 
short videos to help parents keep children safe online.  
 
Parenting in a digital age - Internet4Schools  
You can also log onto the school website for more information for online safety. The link for this is 
below.  
 
E-safety - Sir John Lawes (sjl.herts.sch.uk) 
You can also find more information on helping parents keep their children safe online on the 
internetmatters.org website. The link for this is below. 
 
Information, Advice and Support to Keep Children Safe Online (internetmatters.org)  
 
YEAR 12 STUDENTS - MEDIEVAL WORLDS: MANUSCRIPTS, TEXTS, AND FILM – 3RD-4TH 
APRIL 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sirjohnlawes.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://internet4schools.uk/parenting-in-a-digital-age/
https://www.sjl.herts.sch.uk/832/e-safety
https://www.internetmatters.org/


 
 
 
Aspiring English and History students: come and be immersed in the world of medieval 
manuscripts and texts at our one-night residential, hosted in conjunction with the Parker 
Library at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge 
 

• Brand new residential event organised in conjunction with the world-famous Parker Library 
• For students interested in studying English, History, or Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic 

(ASNC). 
• Workshops and talks focused on medieval themes and primary sources. 
• Open to all students but students must be on course for A*AA (or equivalent) 
• Students need to be nominated by a teacher by Friday 3 March 
• Please speak to Ms Calverley, Head of Sixth Form, if you are interested. 

 
Mrs Brining 
 
THE DECIPHERS 
 

 

Thedeciphers - eLearning Website is a 'Peer to Peer Learning' initiative by Kautilya Katariya for 
students around the world who are looking to do some exceptional work, breaking boundaries and 
connecting with other students in the UK and globally to discuss and solve STEM problems. 
 
Kautilya Katariya holds the Guinness world record title for 'Youngest Computer Programmer' at the 
age of 6 and passed UK GCSE Maths at the age of 8 with the highest possible grade 9/A*. Kautilya 
is a computing explorer and problem solver, a certified Microsoft Technology Associate and IBM AI 
professional. He was a guest speaker at the World Government Summit Dubai, Gitex Global, 
Europython, Malaysia Tech Month, and Geekly. 
 
Kautilya’s initiative focuses on subjects like mathematics, physics and computing to encourage 
students to engage in live discussions about different subjects and concepts, and share ideas and 
different approaches to solve problems. 
 
The goals of his initiative are: 
1. To explore the world of mathematics, physics and computing by providing a platform for live 
sessions and a set of challenges that are designed to stretch brains and broaden horizons. 
2. To connect 'Young Passionate Minds' around the world to become stronger and grow together 
and solve problems of the subject and world by breaking the physical boundaries by providing this 
online platform to use for free. 
Here you will have live discussions, videos and materials that are accessible to all right through to 
Secondary School, GCSE, A level, and University students. It's free and anyone can sign up, so 
please spread the word among your friends, family and classmates so that you can connect, share 
ideas, and help each other to solve problems together. It could be your homework problem (!) or any 
maths, computing or physics problem you are trying to solve. 
See Kautilya Katariya: Youngest computer programmer plans to connect young minds - BBC News 
 
Mrs Brining 

https://thedeciphers.org/index.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c881z6gz060o


 
LIBRARY NEWS 
 
February is LGBT+ History Month 
To celebrate this, the SJL library has a couple of displays to recognise 
LGBTQ+ authors and promote books on LGBTQ+ history in fiction. 
 
Love in the Library 
We have some romance fiction on display for Valentine’s, and some books for 
students to borrow over half term.  Our Valentine’s competition has been 
running in the library and students have enjoyed the challenge of working out 
the book characters from their dating profiles. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you that we have a Twitter account for keeping students 
and parents up-to-date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. 
Please follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 18/02 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday      

Monday Girls football 
league Vs 

KWS (H) KO 
3:40pm 

Girls football 
league Vs 

KWS (H) KO 
3:40pm 

   

Tuesday   Girls football 
league Vs RPS 

(A) 

  

Wednesday     Senior netball cup 
Vs SRA (A) KO 

2pm 
 

Year 11 netball 
league Vs Beau 

(H) 

Thursday Indoor 
athletics @ 

Herts Sports 
Village  

   Senior netball 
league Vs Beau 

(H) 

Friday      

Saturday Football Vs 
Marlborough  

Football Vs 
Marlborough 

Football Vs 
Marlborough 

Football Vs 
Marlborough 

 

 
 



Year 9 Netball 
Another comprehensive display against Samuel Ryder sees the girls progress to the plate final. 
Free-flowing netball and a tenacious attitude produced the goods. Player of the match went to 
Matilda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior County Cup Football 
A great performance from the U16 Girls, defeating 
John Henry Newman School 7-2. 
 
Goals from Tiana x3, Edith x2, Madeleine and 
Elizabeth. 
 
Quarter finals v Sandringham next up. 
 
 
 
 
Saturday Morning Results 
A great morning of football Vs SRA. 
 
Year 7A won 1-0 
Year 7B lost 1-0 
Year 8 won 2-0 
Year 10 won 1-0. 
 
Well done boys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Herts Schools’ Cross Country  
Saturday saw the Herts Schools’ cross country at Verulamium. This is a selection race for the 
county team and as such is a very competitive event with the first 12 going through. It is a tough 
course with some long inclines which also have fairly steep sections. All students ran well and 
although positions have not yet been confirmed, the results were approximately as follows: 



Inter Boys - George Holland 20 
Junior Boys - Harry Berg 20, Dan Austin 27 
Pre-Junior boys – Jude Morrison 16  
Well done to all of the runners. 
 
Year 8 Netball 
The Year 8 netball team played in the semi-finals of 
the District Cup this week against STAGs. STAGs 
took an early lead in the first quarter, scoring 6 to 
SJL’s 1. They had very strong defensive players and 
SJL struggled to get the ball into the circle. They 
extended this lead in the next quarter to 10-3. SJL 
came back fighting and created more opportunities 
in the next period of play. SJL scored 5 to Stag’s 2 
goals in the 3rd quarter. Despite a committed effort 
from all players, we had left it too late for a 
comeback and STAGs won and will go on to play 
Sandringham or RPS in the final. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inclusion Champions Training 
Eight Year 9 students, who have been working on various leadership events during the year, went 
to Herts University on Thursday to take part in training focusing on inclusion in sport. They had a 
talk from athlete-mentor Hannah Beharry (the first female European Boxing Champion) on her 
sometimes difficult journey into sport and the barriers she encountered. She overcame these with 
help from a coach who mentored her and introduced her to boxing (she initially wanted to play 
football). She spoke about the importance of role models in sport and the impact sports leaders 
can have in helping young people on their pathway into sport.  

 
Students then went on to adapt and devise games using a variety of equipment. The games could 
be played by students with special educational needs and include all participants. They then went 



on to plan how they could implement their new skills back in SJL. We are looking forward to 
working together on this in the near future. 
 
Gym And Dance Display 2023 
Two unbelievable evenings. Congratulations to all the students who have taken part in this year’s 
display. You were all absolutely amazing and we are so proud of you. Thank you to all the leaders 
who created dances and routines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WE ARE HIRING 
 
Scholars' Education Trust are 
currently recruiting for the following 
professional positions:  

• Exams Officer (SJL) 
• Assistant Exams Officer (SJL) 
• Finance Business Partner 
• Payroll Manager 
• Payroll Assistant 

Click on the following link to see all 
vacancies across the trust. 
 
Current Vacancies - Scholars 
Education Trust 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scholarseducationtrust.co.uk/391/current-vacancies
https://www.scholarseducationtrust.co.uk/391/current-vacancies


 
 
Student Travel 
Do you or your child travel to university, college or school by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect 

solution!  

Arriva Student and Child Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full-time education and are cost 

effective and flexible ways of paying for travel costs. 

Unlimited Travel - You’ll get unlimited access to travel on any Arriva bus, at any time, across all 

routes in your chosen area. 

No Restrictions - The Saver tickets will cover your travel to and from university, school or college, 

evenings, weekends and throughout the holidays too, at any time of the day.  

Flexible Payments - Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket over 

affordable monthly payments. It’s an easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, 

making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the whole academic year, without paying 

upfront. 

Sign up in advance – Either set your direct debit a future date for when you need the ticket or you 

can start your ticket now to get used to the local bus routes 

Plan your journey – Please use our ‘Plan a journey’ tool on our website to work out which bus you 

require or download our app on the Apple Store or Google Play 

It’s a simple process to apply; to arrange your Direct Debit, please visit the website below and 

select the region the school, college or university is in 

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets 

 

Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or to be sent to your 

mobile phone, so you won’t have to worry about paying every time you board the bus. 

This ticket will roll over every month for as long as the direct debit remains active. 

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk 

*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 9 Engineering Courses 

Click here for further details: Events | Smallpeice Trust 
 

http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets
http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets
http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets
mailto:talktous@arriva.co.uk
https://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/events


 


