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Firstly, I wanted to thank the entire SJL community for their support with the school’s response to 
the industrial action by the National Education Union.  The next proposed dates for action are 
Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 March.  I will be writing to all parents and carers again shortly 
with the school’s plan for next week.  Just a reminder that the staff who have chosen to strike have 
done so as a result of the underfunding of education nationally for many years; they are not in 
dispute with SJL.  
 
I would like to promote the Staff Strictly Come Dancing event which is planned for Tuesday 21 
March.  This has been planned entirely by the student leadership team and all proceeds will go to 
our school’s chosen charities for this year: Papyrus UK and St Albans Foodbank.  This is always a 
fantastic evening and I would encourage you to come along if you can.  
 
I would also like to draw your attention to the Scholars’ Education Trust Concert, due to take place 
at the Alban Arena on Tuesday 14 March.  We very much look forward to this wonderful evening 
and if you’d like to join us, there are still a few tickets available on our website or from this link. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank parents and carers for engaging in our regular faculty and whole 
school surveys.  The numerous positive comments help confirm that our approach is working.  
Additionally, your feedback really does help us to make positive changes across all aspects of 
school life, as needed.  So, whether in relation to teaching, marking and assessment, homework or 
co-curricular opportunities, I would encourage you to continue to engage with this important and 
very helpful process. 
 
If you have any comments or suggestions, we would be pleased to hear from you; please contact 
us at head@sjl.herts.sch.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Philip Newbery   
 
LETTERS HOME THIS WEEK 
 

• Y7 Spring gradesheet will go out today 
 
A reminder that copies of all generic letters sent home can be found here on our website. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Headteacher’s Commendations 
Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated by their teachers to receive 
Headteacher’s Commendations for excellent work.  They will be presented with their certificates as 
soon as possible:  
 
Aaminah Ahmad 8L 
Lauren Antcliff 8L 
Florence Arbury 11R 
Isaac Armiger 8H 
Lottie Attree 8A 
Tom Bailey 9B 
Khadija Bhutta 7H 

Emma Bird 11H 
Hannah Brooke 12N 
Orla Brooks-Rumsey 7R 
Nicole Brown 10R 
Anna Centro 13A 
Toby Cherry 13H 
Hafsa Chowdhury 8A 

Mia Collins 11H 
Ella Condon 11B 
Beau Cooper 9L x 2 
Mira Das Bhaumik 8K 
Jonah De Silva 9B 
Max Dedman 8A 
Charlie Elderton 7L 
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Imogen Evans 10K 
Izzy Falconer 9K 
Ellie Finch 9K 
Louisa Forte 9H 
Cai Frank 7L 
Amber Fullarton-Turner 9L 
Unay Garcia Guerra 7N 
Ebony Golder 11A 
Rachel Goldspink 11R 
Romilly Gooseman 9R 
Kayden Graham 11N 
Lily Harris 11R x 2 
Tevez Humphrey 10K 
Lily Hunter 10H 
Charlotte Jackson 9R 
Eva Kelley 8A 
Ellis Kendall 13A 
Catherine Kilroy 9B 
Eva King 11N x 2 
Charm Kirk 9R 
Xavier Knott 9A 
Araya Lam 7N 

Felix Lappas 10A 
Jessie Leung 7K 
José Lloyd 10A 
Catherine Lord 8H 
Liv Louis 9R 
Jaya Mangat 7N 
Finn McDonald 9L 
Lotte McGarry 10A 
Joely McPhun 13A 
Indira Mehta 11A 
Rai Mehta 8H 
Aaron Milella 9K 
Alexa Milella 10B 
Alice Morosanu 9A 
Edward Mortimer 7R 
Reema Moustaghfir 7R 
Leo Myers 11A 
James O'Reilly 7K 
Sia Patel 7A 
Louise Pattison 9L 
Aryan Pise 11N 
Maisie Pugh 7B 

Lola Rider 11L 
Amelia Robinson 10N 
Martha Roe 7R 
Yusuf Rokadia 7H 
Katie Savage 12B 
Lucy Savage 13L 
Isobel Spittal 11B 
Emma Sprowson 10L 
Imogen Stewart 7H 
Ruhani Suharan 7K 
Fynn Sweeting 11R 
Isobel Thomas 9K 
George Tompkins-Bond 
11L 
Stefania Trifonova 9N 
Luke Tynan 13B 
Ash Vanerp-Lee 9L x 2 
Betsy Way 10L 
James Wellham 9B 
Henrick Wong 7R 
Merel Woodford 11H 

 
AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU TRIP  
 
On Tuesday 21st of February, we went to Auschwitz-Birkenau with the Holocaust Education Trust. 
As a part of our involvement with the organisation to become ambassadors, we took part in a 
zoom lecture during half term where we met other schools from the Thames Valley and Chilterns 
area – about 120 other students in total. We began by discussing pre-war Jewish life and went on 
to consider the importance of humanising and personalising the Holocaust.  
 
On the day, we got up at 3 a.m. and flew to Krakow, Poland, with the other students and our group 
educators, before a 1-hour coach journey to the town of Oswiecim (Auschwitz in German). In the 
square, we learnt about pre-war Jewish life in a place where over 58% of the population were 
Jewish. Now, there is not one Jewish person residing in Oswiecim.  
 
From here we took a 10-minute coach journey to Auschwitz 1, originally built as a concentration 
camp. We were guided around the camp, which contained around 30 brick barracks in a relatively 
small space. Some were converted into exhibition buildings, each containing different items 
retrieved from Nazi stores. These included thousands of shoes, prosthetic limbs, casts, kitchen 
utensils, named luggage, glasses, and most shockingly, tons of hair. These items emphasised that 
all of the 1.3 million people who were deported to Auschwitz and the 6 million plus Jews and other 
groups who died in the Holocaust, were all individual people with personal items and personal 
lives.  
 
Following this, we were guided to the one gas chamber in Auschwitz 1. This was overlooked by 
the house of the commandant of the camp, Rudolf Höss. This was one of the hardest parts of our 
trip. We then took a 5-minute coach journey to Auschwitz-Birkenau, designed as an extermination 
camp. This plot was far larger than the former camp, consisting of 300 wooden ‘sheds’ on the right 
and 45 brick barracks on the left. The sheds were originally stables, designed for 51 horses but 
housed by approximately 400 Jews who slept in triple bunkbeds, some without mattresses.  
 
Unlike Auschwitz 1, this had not been turned into a museum and is left rather untouched since its 
liberation. We were taken to a stables, which showed replicas of the bunkbeds and a chimney 
which ran through the middle of the shed. Most of the buildings in Auschwitz-Birkenau have either 
been torn down or demolished, leaving only remains of what would’ve been other “living quarters” 
as well as the gas-chambers and chimneys which were destroyed by the Nazis prior to liberation. 
After having spent approximately two and a half hours in each camp, we headed back to the 
airport, arriving home around 11.30 pm.  
 
Since then, we have had another conference, reflecting on our experience and what we had learnt, 
as well as hearing a first-hand testimony from a Jewish Holocaust survivor. Not only has this 
experience enriched our knowledge of the atrocities conducted by Nazis during the war, it has also 
highlighted the importance of learning about the Holocaust today. Although it is not something we 



can truly comprehend, understanding that the lives of over 6 million Jews were ended simply due 
to a hatred of a certain race should remind us that genocide is not something that belongs in our 
world, and no human should ever have to experience such hatred and fear for their beliefs, race or 
gender.  
 
DRAMA NEWS. 
 
Year 9 Drama Arts Award Theatre In Education performances exploring online safety issues and 
friendship will take place at Crabtree and The Grove on Tuesday 21 March.  This exciting new 
community venture will be a great experience for all students involved. 
 
Auditions for the Lower School Play, James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl, will be on Thursday 
23 March 3.30 – 5.00pm in the School Hall. Everyone in years 7-9 is welcome to attend this workshop 
style audition without preparing a speech.  The production is scheduled for Tuesday 4 and 
Wednesday 5 July in the school Hall at 6.00pm. 
 
The year 9 Theatre Trip to see Back to the Future – The Musical will be on Thursday 21 April.  We 
will be leaving school at 12.30 and returning at approximately 6.45pm. This trip will cost 
£35.00.  Students are required to review a live show for their arts award and this fantastic new 
production should tick all the right boxes.  Places are available on parent pay. 
 
Don’t forget to follow us on twitter #SJL Drama. 
 
Thanks for your support. 
 
Mr T Armitage / Head of Drama 
 
CLIMATE ACTION GROUP - INVITATION THURSDAY 23 MARCH 
 
We will be writing to you next week via Edulink, to invite you to join us for an inter-generational 
conversation café being organised by the Climate Action Group. The purpose of the event is to 
initiate a dialogue on climate action between generations: a dialogue that has been lacking on a 
governmental and international level.  
 
The event will take place on Thursday 23 March in the school hall from 6.30 p.m., so please save 
the date. Everyone attending will be given the opportunity to voice their opinion on the subject, but 
the main discourse will be between two panels.  One of the experts will represent the older 
generation and the other will be composed of our very own climate action members: our youngest 
generations.  
 
This event will offer a great opportunity to discuss a crisis that threatens all of us and hopefully 
help establish some of the communication desperately needed on a global scale.  
 
We would love to see and to hear from you all. 
 
Abigail Riley 12L 
 
GO CLUB 
 
The ancient Chinese game of Go is played daily at lunchtime. The 
game was invented in China more than 2500 years ago and is 
believed to be the oldest board game continuously played to the 
present day. 
We are looking for any parent who could come in to play Go 
when convenient to support our Go players. 
 
If you are interested, please contact  
 
Mrs Brining. 



LIBRARY NEWS 
 
National Reading Champions Quiz 
Our regional heat for the National Reading Champions Quiz took 
place on Friday 3rd March.  Once again, the students taking part 
had a lot of fun, were very enthusiastic, and answered 8 rounds of 
varied questions on children’s books against 24 teams.  SJL Team 
B came a respectable joint 8th place, which was a good effort as 
the quiz was very challenging! 
 
Guess How Many Books in The Library Competition 
The students loved this challenge for World Book Day and we had guesses ranging from 
600 books to 164,000, but the actual answer is 11,868 books in total.  Unfortunately, no 
one guessed the correct amount, so the nearest winner was James R in 7H, who 
guessed 11,450.  Our KS4 winner was Michael C, who was just 1,000 out by guessing 
10,868, and the staff winner was Mrs Ellis.  Well done to all our winners. 
 
International Women’s Day 
International Women’s Day was on the 8th 
March and a chance to celebrate women 
and their achievements.  We have lots of 
books in the library promoting women in all 
different areas of life.  
 
SPORTS NEWS 
 
Twitter  
The PE department would like to remind you we have a Twitter account for keeping students and 
parents up to date with fixture details, results and general sport and physical education news. Please 
follow us @SJLPhysEd.     Or @sjlpedept  
 
Fixtures for next week: 

WB 11/03 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Senior 

Saturday      

Monday  U13 girls 
football Vs 
KWS (A) 

   

Tuesday Netball 
district cup 

semi-final Vs 
STAHs (H) 

Football Vs 
Sand (H) KO  

3:45pm 
 
 

U14 district 
netball 

tournament (A) 

 U18 girls football 
Vs St Georges (H) 

KO 2:30pm 

Wednesday  U13 district 
netball 

tournament 
(A)  

  Football Vs Sand 
(A) KO 4pm 

Thursday     U16 girls football 
Vs Presdales (A) 

KO 2:30pm 

Friday      

Saturday Football Vs 
NBS 

Football Vs 
NBS 

Football Vs 
NBS 

Football Vs 
NBS 

 

 



Girls Football 
U16 Girls 
The girls reach the County Cup semi-final after a hard-fought 
game against Sandringham. Two excellent teams playing with 
passion and skill, resulting in a 3-2 result to SJL and a hat-trick 
from Tiana.  
Well done, girls! 
 
District Cup  
SJL proceed to the next round with a brilliant 5-0 win against 
Nicholas Breakspear. 
 
Player of the match went to Catherine, who scored 4 great 
goals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 Netball 
The Year 7 netball teams had a busy week playing SRA and NBS in the district league. The A team 
are playing really well as a team and improving all the time. They beat SRA 11-6 and NBS 16-6. 
They have remained unbeaten in the league and finish top of their division. The B team beat NBS 
8-0 and finish their division with only one loss and one draw. They are currently second in the 
division. A fabulous first season at SJL for all players – well done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 Netball 
The year 9 girls had another brilliant performance against Nicholas Breakspear, winning 24-3. 
 
Player of the match went to Ellie for her great play. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday the year 9s beat Loreto 20-7 to cap off an incredible netball season and become plate 
final winners! 
 
All the hard work has paid off and we are incredibly proud of their achievement. 
 
Player of the final went to Maya. S. Well done girls! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 Football 
The boys played a district cup game against Verulam, winning 6-1. 



 
A brilliant performance by the boys after their county cup semi-final disappointment mid-week.  
Goals from Stevenson x3, Sweeting, Luke and Scott. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KOOTH 
 
Kooth is closing its website to new registrations on 24 February 2023, but children and young 
people who are currently registered with the, will have continued access to Kooth services/website 
until 31 March 2023.  
A new service will be available from 1 April 2023 and further details about this will follow shortly. 
Kooth will be contacting all the children and young people registered with them, to advise them of 
the changes, together with further information and signposting to alternative Hertfordshire services 
that don’t need a professional referral. 



In the meantime, until the new service provider is operational, we would be very grateful if you 
could please signpost children, young people, parents and carers to the following services: 

• Hertfordshire Mind Network’s With YOUth Digital Wellbeing Service for 5-18s at: 
www.withyouth.org.  

For young people ages 16+, please could you signpost them to the following: 

• Hertfordshire's NHS (HPFT IAPT**) Talking Therapies for Anxiety and Depression for 

ages 16+ 

** Hertfordshire Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust Improving Access to 

Psychological Therapies) 

• togetherall - Mental Health Support in Hertfordshire for ages 16+ 

  

Further information about the above services and others are at: 

• Mental Health Support for Hertfordshire's Children and Young People 

(justtalkherts.org)  
 

 
 
 

 
We've just released £10 tickets for our new shows, exclusively for 
16-25 year olds. Follow the link for further details: 
16 to 25 year-olds tickets - National Theatre 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Free Career Webinars for Ages 12-18 

To celebrate the UK's National Careers Week, we shall be running a 
series of free webinars this month for ages 12-18. Your students will have the opportunity to learn 
from professionals from the worlds of Medicine, Finance and Law, and ask them questions in a live 
online, interactive environment. 
  
Medicine: 14th March 
Law: 21st March 
Finance: 28th March 
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The sessions will take place at 18:00 UK time, but recordings will be sent to all students that 
register, so interested students should book their places even if they are unable to attend. 
 
A guide to National Careers Week 
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