
D&T Marking Policy 
 

Intent Statement 
Marking and feedback is conducted in a meaningful and motivating way, which aims to support 
progress over time.  

 
Literacy (spelling, punctuation and grammar)  
 

Faculty specific terminology mistakes will be indicated either by circling or highlighting. This will 
occur throughout a student’s sketchbook and will be reserved mainly for specialist terms. In KS3, 
students will need to re-write correct spellings 3 times using the cover and check method. A 
maximum of 3 spelling mistakes will be indicated per assessment cycle.  
In KS4 and KS5, NEA guidelines do not place an emphasis on spelling and grammar. The teacher 
cannot write on a student’s NEA work. Therefore, spellings and errors are picked up verbally and 
fed back to the whole class where there is a common error occurring in the class.  
 

Monitoring 
 
KS3 Sketchbooks and folders will be monitored to ensure that students take pride in their work. In 
year 7, students complete a ‘perfect page’ to act as a benchmark for this. This will ensure that: 
• Titles and dates are underlined (if applicable) 
• All work is completed to the standard expected of that student 
• All loose sheets of paper are stuck into the booklet / sketchbook 
• Handwriting is legible  
• Effort is apparent through book work or practical learning 
 
Faculty marking stickers are used to prompt responses from students. These range from making 
simple changes, to answering specific challenges and questions. Students are given time periodically 
to look for the stickers in their books and respond to the feedback given. 
 
At the end of each rotation, a students’ attainment and progress are assessed through a summative 
assessment, marked by their subject specialist teacher. At KS3, students are given an indication of 
their progress (Developing, Sound, Good, and Excellent) as well as formative comments to inform 
future improvement. 
 
Peer Assessment 
 
Students are actively encouraged to gain the opinions of their peers when designing. This is a 
valuable part of the iterative design process. At times, this will be recorded formally in books (on 
post-its or stickers) and at other times it can be verbal or part of a summative evaluation piece. 
 

 
KS4 and KS5 sketchbooks and folders will be monitored to ensure that students take pride in their 
work as expected in KS3. Feedback on layout, presentation and structure is given to the whole class 
as feedback cannot be specific to one candidate. 
 
Before students begin their NEA, they will complete a number of preparation tasks. Students might 
be given an indication of their current working level (a numerical mark, and GCSE grades 1-9, or A 
Level grades) as well as formative comments and annotations to inform future improvement. These 
might take the form of post-it notes, summary sheets, interim check lists or other subject relevant 
documentation.  



 
Once students begin their NEA, tasks are ‘checked off’ by the teacher and feedback is given to the 
whole class. Students then determine what they need to do to improve their own work. 
Improvements can and should be made continually throughout their coursework. In Food, timed 
practical tasks are submitted and cannot be changed. 
 
In product design and Graphics, the use of learning conversation records (yellow sheets) tracks the 
progress of a student’s practical work when in the workshop / design studio. This should show a 
dialogue between the teacher and student with regards to the progress of their chosen design.  
 
KS4 and KS5 Theory 
 
Student use the Dynamic Learning Portal to complete tests and quizzes. These are marked and the 
results are given direct to students. Other revision materials are checked by the teacher and half 
termly tests are conducted in Year 10 to track and monitor levels of understanding.  
Mock papers may be used throughout the year to test student knowledge. Feedback is given to 
students via a numerical mark, GCSE or A Level Grade or banding.  
 

 


