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Policy 

 
At Sir John Lawes School we believe that all children are entitled to an education that will enable 

them to develop their full potential - be that intellectual, physical, aesthetic, creative, emotional, 

spiritual, or social - finding appropriate challenge in our learning environment. 

 

Sir John Lawes School is committed to providing a varied, challenging curriculum that is broad and 

balanced for all its students. In addition, we identify the top 10% more academically able students 

(MASt) through Cognitive Ability Tests in Year 7. They remain designated as such till the end of Year 

11. We identify MASt in Sixth Form as the top 10% of students with the highest GCSE Average Point 

Score. In addition, teachers nominate those who are Gifted and/or Talented in one or more subjects, 

aiming to stretch and challenge them further through class and homework. 

 

 

Aims of the Programme 

 
• To identify academic strengths and specific talent in our students 

• To differentiate upwards for MASt students in all lessons and for Gifted & Talented students in 

their nominated subjects 

• To provide access to wide ranging resources, extra — and super — curricular opportunities to 

challenge all MASt and G&T students and help them to fulfil their potential 

• To foster curiosity, love of learning and debate through academic mentoring 

• Develop independent learning and wider reading skills 

 

 

A selection of 2021-22 Enrichment Opportunities 

Sixth Form Silk painting in 

Textiles 
BBC Young Reporter anchors Go and Chess Club 

meets every day 
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Provision within the Curriculum 
 

A rich and varied range of activities and differentiated resources are specifically designed 

to extend our More Able Students and Gifted & Talented students. Teaching strategies 

have been developed to address different learning styles. Curriculum-related extension 

courses and Masterclasses run either in-house or with external providers. Faculties 

provide reading lists for further study. 

Electronic resources are enriched with access, sometimes by subscription. These are accessible from 

every student's and school desktop as BBC Shakespeare's Archive, Churchill Archive for Schools, 

Complete Issues, Digital Theatre Plus, Dynamic Learning Journals, Financial Times, HayPlayer, Issues 

Online, JSTOR, Massolit, New Scientist Archive, Newspapers for Schools, and Royal Geographical 

Society — peerless academic resources with digitization of thousands of academic journals, books, and 

pamphlets plus podcasts giving students' wider reading and research more depth and breadth. 

  



Part of the Scholars' Education Trust 

What should students do? 

 
It is important to read critically by thinking carefully about the arguments, assumptions and 

evidence being presented by the author. Reading quality news sources can be a useful way to 

encounter stories relevant to your academic interests and, more generally, to practise assessing 

arguments and weighing evidence. Some suggestions include: 

Broadsheet/Berliner newspapers: The Guardian, The Times, The Independent,  

The Daily Telegraph 

BBC News online: www.bbc.co.uk/  

Al Jazeera English: www.aljazeera.com/  

The Economist: www.economist.com/  

CNN online: http://edition.cnn.com/  

The New Statesman magazine: www.newstatesman.com/   

JSTOR www.jstor.org (use the school's log in and password) 

TED Talks are influential videos from expert speakers on education, business, science, tech and 

creativity https://www.ted.com/talks  

Curated by professional editors, The Conversation offers informed commentary and debate on 

the issues affecting our world. http://theconversation.com/uk  

BBC iPlayer for factual TV and radio programmes 

'In Our Time' is a particularly useful introduction to hundreds of subjects: 

www.bbc.co.uk/radi04/features/in-our-time/archive/   

 

The Library should be your second home! Join Harpenden's or your Local Library also and make 
use of their resources. Then download the Libby App and access audiobooks for free. 
 
Podcasts of academic lectures are increasingly available. Start with: 
www.ox.ac.uk/itunes-u   
https://www.open.edu/itunes/  
https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/research-at-cambridge/podcasts-from-the-university-of-
cambridge  
 
Search for podcasts and other media on University websites and YouTube. Use subject wider 
reading lists, e-resources and JSTOR to further your study and independent learning. Ask your 
teacher for wider reading lists. The Library should be your second home! Join Harpenden's or 
your Local Library and make use of their resources.  

 

What should parents do? 
 

• Notify us of your child's exceptional achievements outside school 

• Use the MASt and Gifted and Talented pages of the website to keep up to date with the 
latest enrichment opportunities 

• Encourage participation in extra — and super-curricular and enrichment activities 

• Encourage discussion of current topics and issues to develop communication skills and a 
questioning approach — questions are as important as answers 

• Consider fundraising 

• Contact us with any concerns: ebrining@sjl.herts.sch.uk  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.aljazeera.com/
http://www.economist.com/
http://edition.cnn.com/
http://www.newstatesman.com/
http://www.jstor.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks
http://theconversation.com/uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radi04/features/in-our-time/archive/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/itunes-u
https://www.open.edu/itunes/
https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/research-at-cambridge/podcasts-from-the-university-of-cambridge
https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/research-at-cambridge/podcasts-from-the-university-of-cambridge
mailto:ebrining@sjl.herts.sch.uk

