
Sir John Lawes School 

A Level Music Preparation 

Unit 1: Performing 

Prepare a piece/s to perform lasting 5 minutes.  

Unit 2: Composing  

1. Produce chord charts from I-VII in each of the follow keys: C, Cm, G, Gm, F, Fm and D, Dm. 
2. Compose 8 bars in each of these keys, melody and simple accompaniment, using chords appropriately. 

Consider using inversions of chords where you can. 
3. The Debussy piece is based on a whole tone scale. Research what a whole tone scale is and find other pieces 

that are written using this type of scale.  
4. Choose your own whole tone scale to compose with and write a piece lasting at least 16 bars.  
5. All your work can be presented in whatever way works best for you: handwritten; skeleton of a score plus audio 

of you playing recorded on your phone for example; whatever software you have at home – you may need to 
print the end result and export an audio file if you have software which is not compatible at school.  

Unit 3: Appraising 

1. Create a playlist of the below 4 pieces. There are 4 movements in each of the Symphonies. Listen to them 
frequently over the next few months until you are really familiar with them. All of them are available on YouTube 
with scores so you can follow along.  

 
Symphony no. 104 (London)  Joseph Haydn 
Symphony no. 4 (The Italian)   Felix Mendelssohn 
Nuages     Claude Debussy 
Trio for piano, oboe and bassoon Francis Poulenc 

 
2. Create an A4 ‘mindmap’ for each composer, using images as well as words to put the composer in context of 

the time they were writing, significant features about and influences on their musical careers. 
3. Become familiar with the main themes by playing some of the significant melodies on your instrument or singing 

them. Make sure you can hum them at the very least by September!! 
4. For each piece or movement, make some notes over the next few months based on MADTSHIRT. They do not 

need to be a really detailed analysis, just some ideas about musical elements in each piece or movement.  
Please DO NOT go searching for and then copying notes that you find on each piece. I want you to 
explore these for yourself!!  

 
It would be useful to purchase a copy of “EDUQAS AS and A Level Music Study Guide”, published by Rhinegold.  
 
 
Additional musical skills 
 
If you have not done any music theory we advise you to start working through the ABRSM or Trinity workbooks. The aim 
is to be at Grade 5 theory level in your first year of the course. 
If you need any advice about which grade to start with, ask your instrumental teacher/current music teacher or get in 
touch with Miss Gillot lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to the A-level Music course. If you have any questions about the above, please do 
not hesitate to contact me (lgillot@sjl.herts.sch.uk)  
 
Miss L Gillot 
Head of Music  
 


