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Assessment in Media + Film Studies 

 

Intent Statement 
Marking and feedback is conducted in a meaningful and motivating way, which aims to support progress over 
time.  

 

All marking and assessment in Media + Film Studies should consider the following: 

Literacy (spelling, punctuation and grammar)  
• Literacy errors and mistakes will be indicated either by circling or highlighting. This will occur on 

each formally assessed piece of work and in extended writing.  

• Students will need to re-write correct spellings 3 times using the cover and check method. A 

maximum of 3 spelling mistakes will be indicated per piece. The faculty should prioritise subject 
specific vocabulary and high frequency errors and mistakes.  

Monitoring 

Books and folders will be monitored to ensure that students take pride in their work. This will ensure that: 
• Titles and dates are underlined 

• All work is completed 

• All loose sheets of paper are stuck into the book or filed in appropriate folders 

• Handwriting is legible  

• Effort is apparent through book work or practical learning 

 

Effort and pride will be praised via rewards such as merit marks and ACE cards. 

 

In between formal assessments, teachers will monitor student work every 2 – 3 weeks. 
 

Teachers will also monitor homework completion and the standard of this and ensure that students catch up on 

any missing work. 

When 

• The regularity of marking will be clearly indicated in the curriculum maps/ schemes of learning of 
each faculty, where there will be regular assessment points which all teachers of a subject must 
adhere to.  Regular monitoring will take place at least every 2 – 3 weeks, but assessments will take 

place formally at the key points mentioned below: 

 

KS3 Media Studies and Film Studies: an assessment will take place formally every half term (every 6 – 7 weeks). 

This will be a mixture of written and practical work.  There is also an exam in the summer term too. 

 

KS4 GCSE  Media Studies 

• Year 10 – An assessment will take place formally at least once every half term (6 – 7 weeks).  Homework 

and classwork will also be checked and marked appropriately – at least every 2 – 3 weeks.  There is a 

mock exam in the summer term. 

• Year 11 – An assessment will take place formally at least once every half term (6 – 7 weeks).  Homework 

and classwork will also be checked and marked appropriately – at least every 2- 3 weeks.  Verbal and 
written feedback (such as tutorial notes) will be given at least every 2 – 3 weeks throughout the NEA 
process. There is also a mock exam at the end of the autumn term. 

 

KS4 GCSE Film Studies 

• Year 10 – An assessment will take place formally at least once every half term (6 – 7 weeks).  Homework 

and classwork will also be checked and marked appropriately – at least every 2 weeks.  There is a mock 

exam in the summer term. 

• Year 11 - An assessment will take place formally at least once every half term (6 – 7 weeks).  Homework 

and classwork will also be checked and marked appropriately – at least every 2-3 weeks.  Verbal and 
written feedback (such as tutorial notes or drafting of scripts) will be given at least every 2 – 3 weeks 
throughout the NEA process There is also a mock exam at the end of the autumn term. 
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KS5  A Level Media Studies 
• Folders will be checked by teachers 3 – 4 times across the year. 

• Mock exam answers and essays will be marked at points highlighted in the SOL/ Curriculum Map. 

• NEA will be marked with verbal feedback to be recorded either on a  tutorial notes sheet, tracking sheet 

or other adequate report every 2-3 weeks; there is also an interim deadline (rough cut) for the moving 

image just after the first half term in Year 13. 

• Teachers will monitor that Homework has been completed to a high standard, but will not formally 

assess notes, research outcomes, reading or flipped learning tasks.  

 

All formally assessed work at KS3, GCSE and A Level, will give students an opportunity to reflect on the 

work through either FAR marking, WWW/EBI, or questions to respond to in order to improve. 

 

Exam feedback will be in line with the exam board criteria/mark scheme and may not necessarily have 
detailed personalised feedback.  This will be addressed in subsequent lessons as whole class feedback. 

BTEC 

• Folders will be checked by teachers 3 – 4 times across the year. 

• All final assignment work will be marked in accordance with the BTEC Assessment criteria (P,M,D)  for 

each Learning Aim and Unit. 

• Completed work will be stored in a separate ‘best work’ folder. 

• Teachers will monitor that Homework has been completed to a high standard, but will not formally 

assess notes, research outcomes, reading or flipped learning tasks.  

• Students will receive formal feedback when individual assignments are completed.  

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX – extra guidance  

 

• Students need clear guidance on how to make sense of their assessment and how therefore to make 

improvements in their work, through things such as mark schemes, essay plans, writing frames 

(particularly in KS3).  Students need to be fully involved in the assessment process which should allow 

for feedback and reflection. 

• Marking should be done in PURPLE by teachers so it is easy to spot in work. 

• FAR (Feedback, Action, Response) Marking and WWW/EBI should be used frequently to allow students 

the opportunity to reflect on, respond to marking and improve work. 

• Regular moderation of the assessment process needs to take place (i.e. at least once a term for each 

subject/key stage – whether book looks, work scrutiny or moderation/standardisation). 

• Assessment criteria should be displayed and made available for students where possible; particularly if it 
is from the exam board – links to assessment criteria, mark schemes or assessment objectives where 

necessary. 

• Exemplar work should be used as part of the assessment process and students benefit from regular 
opportunities to carry out peer and self-assessment. 

• The Head of Faculty must scrutinise the quality of feedback given by Media teachers and give feedback 

where appropriate.  This will be done through the use of book looks during lesson time to contextualise 
the learning and progress that takes place.  This is part of the quality assurance process. 

• Teachers should keep accurate records of the attainment of the students they teach as and when work 

is assessed; through Excel marksheets, paper marksheets in mark books or SIMs.  These should be made 
available to the HOF where necessary. 

• Assessment judgements should be a key part of the discussion at the annual parents’ evening for each 

year group. 

 

 

ASSESSING SIXTH FORM FOLDERS/WORK 
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For Years 12 and 13, students have folders rather than exercise books, and students look after their own folders. 

For continuing study and revision purposes, it is essential that pupils have their folders, so teachers should not 
keep folders for long periods of time. 

 

A level folders should be checked 3 – 4 times a year to ensure that students are organising and filing work 

appropriately. Students are advised to file work chronologically, with a different divider (or even file) for each 

unit of work. Teachers are to use the A Level folder check sheet. 
 

It should also be noted that the most effective assessment and marking at A level is close and formative essay 

marking. Teachers are encouraged not to spend their time marking shorter exercises and input notes, but to 

concentrate on the very valuable feedback students need on their essays, coursework drafts and exam practice. 

 

BTEC students should be encouraged to have a specific folder for Unit 1; Media Representations exam as this 

requires no practical work.  They are also required to have a second folder with at least 12 dividers – one per 
unit, where they can file assignment brief sheets, hand outs and any notes. 

 

Final, moderated work is to be filed separately with the relevant paperwork (assignment brief sheet, IV 

paperwork where appropriate and feedback).  These are kept centrally by the faculty. 

 

MARKING CODES TO BE USED BY TEACHERS 

 

ML – A good point about Media Language 

Id – A good point about ideology 

G – A good point about genre 

Rep – A good point about Representation 

Au – A good point about audience 

In – A good point about institution 

N – A good point about narrative 

 

TH – well applied theory 
 
J+C – judgement and conclusions 

 

WC – well linked to the wider contexts 

 

Expr. – Poor expression that needs addressing 

SP. – spelling mistake 

GR. – grammar mistake 

Punc. – Punctuation mistake 

? – What do you mean/elaborate 

 

 A good point 
 X2 – A very good point  
 

Teachers may also write AO1, 2, 3 or 4 or P, M, D respectively (GCSE/A Level and BTEC) to show where criteria 

has been met/marks awarded. 


