
Sir John Lawes School

A-Level Psychology



What is Psychology?

• Psychology is the scientific study of the brain and 

behaviour

You will study…

• Why children obey their parents

• The causes of phobias, depression, and OCD

• How to remember more information for 
exams

• How your ancestors influence who you find 
attractive

• Why wearing a bag over your head makes 
you more aggressive



What is Psychology?

• Psychology is the scientific study of the brain and 

behaviour

You will NOT study…

• How to read minds like Derren Brown

• How to read body language

• What your dreams actually mean

• How to make your parents do what you want



Psychology Teachers

Miss Speechley

Teacher in Charge of Psychology

Studied Psychology at Brunel 
University

Has taught Psychology for 16 years

Mr Armitage

Studied Psychology at 
Birmingham University

Has taught Psychology for 10 
years



The AQA A-Level Course

Psychology is a linear 
course

This means that students 
will take the course for 2 

years

There will be 3 exams at 
the end of Year 13



Year 1

1. Memory

2. Attachment

3. Social Influence

4. Psychopathology

5. Approaches

6. Biopsychology

7. Research Methods

Year 2

1. Relationships

2. Schizophrenia

3. Aggression

4. Issues and Debates

5. Research Methods 2

6. Year 1 Recap

The AQA A-Level Course



3 Exams, No 

coursework

Paper 1: 2 hours, short and long answer questions

Paper 2: 2 hours, short and long answer questions

Paper 3: 2 hours, short and long answer questions

e.g. 1) Briefly outline and evaluate the findings of 
one study of social influence (4 marks)

2) Discuss evolutionary explanations for partner 
preferences (16 marks)



2019 A-Level Exam 

Results

• 96% Pass Rate 

• 25% A*-A grades

• 63% A*-B grades

• 88% A*-C grades

• Year 13 students achieved 4% above

national average in AQA Psychology



Career Paths

• Forensic Psychology

• Sport and Exercise Psychology

• Educational Psychology

• Teaching and Research

• Clinical Psychology

• Occupational psychology

• Health Psychology

• Counselling

• Neuropsychology

• Psychiatry



Psychology also works 

well with…

• Biology

• Law

• Sociology

• Religious Studies

• Business studies

• P.E.

• History



Requirements

• 6 in GCSE Science (Combined or Triple), 6 in 
English, 4 in Maths

• Psychology is classed as a science, so 
requires scientific analysis

• Also, the Schizophrenia and Biopsychology 
topics involve the biology of the brain

• You will be required to write well-structured 
essays in Year 1 and 2



What to do next?

1) Read: Lauren Slater Opening Skinner’s 

Box

2) Talk: to current Psychology students

3) Do: Look at the Psychology specimen 

papers and text books



PSYCHOLOGY: Student 

Comments 2018-19

“I have settled in quickly and enjoy 
Psychology a lot.”  (Year 12 

student)

“I love Psychology A-Level. I was 
quite nervous as it is a new subject 

for me but I picked it up quite 
quickly. It is a lot of work, of course, 
but I enjoy doing it. It compliments 
my other subjects well and allows 
me to further my essay writing.” 

(Year 12 student )

“My favourite A-Level. The course is full of 
interesting topics that I thoroughly enjoy learning 

about” (Year 13 student)

“Psychology does require a lot of work, 

however the lessons are a lot of fun and the 

teachers also provide lots of support and 

resources to help (Year 13 student)

“Psychology is the best subject I’ve chosen although 
there is a lot to remember the course is so interesting 

which you can learn a lot from.” (Year 12 student)

“A really fun course with an insight into 
interesting parts of human life and 

human minds (Year 13 student)

“Year 2 is definitely more challenging than Year 1 
but I enjoy the detail we get to go into for each 

study” (Year 13 student)


