
 

Drama Faculty Curriculum Map 

Key 
Stage 

 

Knowledge  
 

 

Skills 
 

When is this taught in 
the curriculum? 

 
KS3 
(Yr 7) 

 Introduction to basic stage craft 

 Knowledge about two speech 
presentation modes; dialogue 
and narration. 

 Develop awareness of storytelling 
and fairy tale genre. 

 Basic Introduction to drama 
performance skills: Freeze 
Frame, Still Image, Mime, 
physical theatre, Narration and 
dialogue. 

 Collaboration and problem 
solving whilst devising drama 

 Responding and evaluating 
establish as a precedent – WWW 
and EBI 

Autumn 1st Half term 

 Script, stage craft and dramatic 
style: blocking, and awareness of 
audience 

 Introduce 5W’s and role on the 
wall. 

 Introduce the idea of a dramatic 
stimulus. 

 Developing Characterisation by   
changing vocal and physical 
expression. 

 Thought- tracking and hot-
seating to deepen character. 

 Devising and group work using 
ideas sharing and rapport 

Autumn 2nd Half term 
 
Establishes devising and 
returned to during the KS 

 The importance of atmosphere 
and tension to create suspense in 
Darkwood Manor. 

 Introduce production elements of 
lighting and sound as intrinsic to 
theatre work. 

 Develop further awareness of 
story-telling and the ghost story 
genre. 

 Theatre techniques: Freezes, 
Narration, dialogue, mime, 
physical theatre and 
soundscape. 

 Use of pause and silence to 
dramatic effect 

 Reflection and Improving work 
from feedback. 
 

Spring 1st Half term 
 
Developed in year 8 with 
Gothic Horror 

 Introduce knowledge of 
Shakespeare and Elizabethan 
theatre conventions. 

 Increased awareness of the world 
of the play AMSND 

 Appreciation of script format and 
conventions. 

 Developing vocal skills in using 
Shakespeare’s language. 

 Comic timing and exaggeration 
in Mechanical scenes. 

 Develop line learning. 

 Responding and evaluating to 
final presentation 

Spring 2nd Half Term. 
 
Links to English Faculty 
study of the play at this 
point. 

 Developing understanding of 
Status in terms of social and 
personal power. 

 Knowledge of basic mask 
expressions and mask wearing 
staging techniques 

 Introduction to Commedia Del 
Arte characters and scenarios 

 Improve mime and slapstick 
comedy skills. 

 Exaggerate physical expression 
and body language to show 
emotion. 

 Learn mask wearing skills such as 
clocking the audience and facing 
front. 

Summer 1st Half term 
 
Developed later in KS 

 Introduce concept of a 
choreographer’s role in theatre in 
terms of dance/ movement and 
stage fighting. 

 Theatre techniques: Mime, fight 
move blocking, slow motion, 
unison and cannon, isolation 
(Fosse). 

 Devising and group work as an 
ensemble 

 Honing skills based on feedback. 

Summer 2nd Half 
 
Establishes core skills for 
Performing Arts 

 



 
KS3 
(Yr 8) 

 

 Develop knowledge of the origins 
of theatre architecture and Greek 
Theatre 

 Increased awareness of dramatic 
genres (tragedy, satire and 
comedy) and theatre practice. 

 Develop awareness of Greek 
Myths from KS 2 English 

 

 Develop ensemble skills via 
exploration of the chorus. 

 Explore the skills of unison, 
cannon and rapport. 

 Apply devising and physical 
theatre Skills to the adaptation 
of Greek Myths  

 
Autumn 1st Half 
 
The origins of theatre links 
well with Shakespeare and 
English theatre practice. 

 Learn about the origins of 
comedy via the exploration of 
Pantomime and its roots in Italian 
Commedia del Arte. 

 Understand the theatrical 
ingredients that make a popular 
family Pantomime. 

 Explore and practise the 
conventions of Pantomime such 
as slapstick, audience 
participation, exaggerated stock 
characters and cross-casting. 

 Adapting a fairy tale and 
devising a performance and 
evaluating its effectiveness. 

 
Autumn 2nd Half 
 
Links to Mask, Status 
and comedy in yr 7  

 Further development of exploring 
how scripts work in modern 
theatre in terms of style and 
format. 

 Understand the effect of dialogue 
and different types of stage 
directions. 

 Appreciate the collaborative 
relationship between writer, 
director and actor 

 Develop, hone and evaluate 
playwriting skills; such as 
characterisation through 
dialogue. 

 Improve dramatic literacy and 
appreciation of what makes a 
good script. 

 Improve ability to interpret a 
script, learn lines and act with 
precision based on stage 
directions. 

 
Spring  1st Half Term 
 
Provides contrast to 
Shakespeare script 
work in Yr 7 

 Explore and understand the 
Gothic Horror genre and develop 
awareness of atmosphere and 
tension. 

 Understand the themes of Gothic 
Horror and their relation to the 
modern supernatural. 

 Appreciate how precise use of 
the production elements such as 
lighting and sound cues can 
enhance a presentation. 

 Increase ability to use silence 
and pauses to create tension on 
stage. 

 Hone and refine devising skills 
that focus on atmosphere and 
suspense. 

 Utilise production elements as 
part of the production process: 
learn about lighting and sound 
operation.  

  
Spring 2nd Half Term 
 
Links to year 7 unit on 
Darkwood Manor 

 Develop awareness of issue 
based theatre that uses 
documentary and verbatim 
elements. 

 Understand the role of narrators, 
experts, facts and stats and 
interview technique. 

 Exploration of social and cultural 
issues such as Mental health and 
well-being 
 

 Hone and improve narration and 
presenting skills. 

 Selection of key facts and 
strategic use of personal 
testimony to illustrate both sides 
of an issue. 

 Devising a piece with an Epic 
structure that anticipates Brecht 
in its use of didactic and 
dialectical content 

Summer 1st Half Term 
 
Establishes Issue based 
theatre and response to 
stimuli which is intrinsic 
to GCSE Drama 

 End of Key Stage Project choice 
of content and style or 
presentation that acts as a 
summative assessment. 

 Promote an understanding of 
how different dramatic 
ingredients can lead to an 
engaging and varied piece of 
theatre. 

 Students must use a range of 
Drama skills learnt over the Key 
Stage to illustrate their level of 
practical drama skill. 

 Final evaluation of the 
effectiveness of the piece which 
is filmed. 

Summer 2nd Half 
 
A summative and 
diagnostic assessment 
to assess stage of 
performance before 
KS3 + 

 



 
KS3 
(Yr 9) 

 More in depth introduction to 
the different stages of the 
devising process. 

 Professional expectations of 
performing to a live audience. 

 Devising, rehearsal and 
refinement. 

 Creative problem-solving. 

 Characterisation, theatre 
techniques and stagecraft. 

 Describing and evaluating 
performance. 

Spring Term 
Part A: Explore the arts as a 
participant 

 

 The experience of a professional 
arts event as an audience 
member (knowledge of a specific 
theatre text). 

 Developing understanding of how 
the different theatrical elements 
work together. 

 Introduction of different roles 
and responsibilities within the 
theatre: director, costume 
designer, set designer, lighting 
designer, sound designer, 
performer. 

 Describing, analysing and 
evaluating. 

 Personal reflection. 

 Identify main points and ideas in 
material. 

Summer Term 
Part B: Explore the arts as 
an audience member 

 Knowledge of different roles 
within the arts industry. 

 Introduction to different career 
paths into the arts. 

 Knowledge of different awarding 
bodies within the arts industry. 

 Legitimate research methods. 

 Presenting research findings 
clearly, concisely and 
appropriately. 

Autumn Term 
Part C: Arts Inspiration 

 
 How to teach an effective 3-part 

lesson. 

 Developed knowledge of a 
student-defined theatre skill. 

 Presentation skills: voice and 
presence. 

 Creative problem-solving. 

 Identify main points and ideas in 
material. 

Autumn Term 
Part D: Arts Skills Share 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


