
1. What percentage of fathers 
report that they are responsible 
for the care of their children?

a) 0% c) 25%

b) 55% d) 4%

While you wait…

Sociology brain teasers

2. Where did the researcher Ronald 
King hide when he tried to secretly 

observe a classroom?

a) In a cupboard

b) Under a table

c) In a Wendy House

3. According to a Yougov poll in 
2007, what percentage of 

primary school teachers were 
male?

a) 14% c) 22%

b) 88% d) 49%

4. If you feel you cannot live without 
your iPhone, what is this called?

a) False Needs

b) Commodity Fetishism

c) Millenialism
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Why study Sociology at A-
Level?

1) A fascinating subject

3) Teaches you skills to succeed 
at University

4) Accepted by top Universities

2) Outstanding exam results



1) A fascinating subject

Why study Sociology at A-Level?



Sociology is the study of human social relationships 

and institutions

You will study…

• The best way to reduce crime rates

• Whether McDonalds is good for society

• Why marriage is decreasing in popularity

• How labelling affects your education

• Why the media depicts teenagers as “lazy 
troublemakers”

1) A fascinating subject



Sociology is the study of human social 

relationships and institutions

You will NOT study…

• A ‘soft’ subject

• How to be a social worker

• ‘Common sense’

1) A fascinating subject



The AQA A-Level Course

Sociology is a linear course

This means that students will 
learn the course for 2 years

There will be 3 exams at the 
end of Year 13



Year 1

1. Families and Households

2. Education 

3. Methods in Context

Year 2

1. Crime and Deviance

2. The Media

3. Theory & Methods

4. Revision!

The AQA A-Level Course



3 Exams, No coursework

Paper 1: 2 hours, short answer and extended writing 

questions 

Paper 2: 2 hours, extended writing questions

Paper 3: 2 hours, short answer and extended writing 

questions 

e.g. 1) Outline three reasons why females may be less 
likely than males to commit crimes (6 marks)

2) Evaluate the usefulness of Marxist approaches in 
understanding the family (20 marks)



2) Outstanding exam results

Why study Sociology at A-Level?



2019 A-Level Exam Results

• 100% Pass Rate 

• 29.4% A*-A grades

• 58.8% A*-B grades

2) Outstanding exam 
results



A-A* 

grades

A*-B grades A*-C grades

Sociology 

National 

Results

18.1% 47% 76.2%

SJL 

Sociology 

2019

29% 59% 94%

2) Outstanding exam 
results



3) Teaches you skills to succeed at 
University

Why study Sociology at A-Level?



• How to carry out research

• Analytical skills

• Communication

• Understanding of current affairs

• Interpersonal skills

• Leadership

• Cross-cultural understanding

3) Teaches you skills to 
succeed at University



Career Paths

• Journalism

• Law

• Advertising

• Policing

• Marketing

• Social Work

• Human Resources

• Teaching



4) Accepted by top Universities

Why study Sociology at A-Level?



a) Sheffield University (Russell Group) –

Sociology is on list of “Acceptable A-Level 

subjects” alongside Chemistry, Mathematics, 

History, Geography and Religious Studies

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/policies/ale

vel

4) Accepted by top 
Universities

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/policies/alevel


b) UCL – Sociology is a preferred A-Level subject

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-

students/undergraduate/application/requirements/a-

levels/preferred-a-levels

4) Accepted by top 
Universities

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/undergraduate/application/requirements/a-levels/preferred-a-levels


c) Cambridge University –

“for our broad-based science courses…students need 

to be taking three relevant subjects. For our arts and 

social sciences courses there is often more flexibility 

in requirements.” 

4) Accepted by top 
Universities



Please note:

1) Certain courses still require certain A-Levels

2) Some Universities still regard Sociology as a 

“lesser” subject 

3) Make your choice based on what you will enjoy 

(and thus do well in) at A-Level

4) Accepted by top 
Universities



1) A fascinating subject

3) Teaches you skills to succeed 
at university

4) Accepted by top universities

2) Outstanding exam results

Why study Sociology at A-
Level?



Sociology also works 

well with…

• Psychology

• Law

• Religious Studies

• Business studies

• English

• History



Requirements

• 4 in GCSE English

• You will need strong analytical skills to 

assess information

• You will be required to write well-structured 

essays
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• Ferri and Smith (1996)

• Fathers will “help out” with childcare

• Shows gender divide in domestic labour

Sociology brain 
teasers

1. What percentage of fathers report that they are 
responsible for the care of their children?

a) 0% c) 25%

b) 55% d) 4%



2. Where did the researcher Ronald King hide when he tried to 
secretly observe a classroom?

a) In a cupboard

b) Under a table

c) In a Wendy House

• Attempting to “blend in”

• He argued that children and teachers would change their 
behaviour if they felt they were being watched

Sociology brain 
teasers



3. According to a Yougov poll in 2007, what percentage 
of primary school teachers were male?

a) 14% c) 22%

b) 88% d) 49%

• Most boys do not have a male primary school teacher

• BUT most boys believe they would work harder in the 
presence of a male teacher

Sociology brain teasers



4. If you feel you cannot live without your iPhone, what 
is this called?

a) False Needs

b) Commodity Fetishism

c) Millenialism

• Some Sociologists argue we believe that our media 
devices have ‘magical powers’

• What would you do if you dropped your phone in a puddle 
while on holiday?

Sociology brain teasers



What to do next?

1) Read: An Introduction to Sociology by 

Ken Browne

2) Talk: to current Sociology students, or 

Sociology teachers 

3) Do: Look at the Sociology specimen 

papers



SOCIOLOGY: Student Comments

“The media topic makes you think 
twice every time you watch the 

news.”

“Sociology has helped me to 
improve my essay writing skills and 
also understand the best ways that I 

can revise, due to our frequent 
tests. I find the course content 

interesting and this motivates me to 
work harder in and out of school.”

“I find it a challenging subject but it is my 
favourite one.”

“Very engaging lessons with various activities. 

Really enjoying the course.”

“I was put off taking the subject because of 
people’s views of it being a ‘soft’ subject but I’m so 

please that I chose it. It is interesting and I have 
chosen to study it at University.”

“I enjoyed the Research Methods topic 
the most as I found analysing different 

methods of research useful. But be 
prepared for essays!”

“I love Sociology because it is productive, 
practical, exciting and engaging. It makes your 
mind think twice about the society we live in.”


