
A Level Politics Year 11 

Transition Pack  

 

Firstly, thanks for choosing to take A Level Politics, an amazing subject and a brilliant course, which I am 

sure that you will enjoy hugely. 

It is hugely important that you engage in Politics by reading newspapers, watching the news, listening to 

podcasts and discussing current affairs with friends and family. 

Feedback from all of our outgoing Year 13s showed not only that they loved the A Level but also the 

ones who got the most out of it were the ones who immersed themselves in the subject. I and the rest of 

the Politics team are hugely looking forward to teaching you for the next couple of years. 

Here are your tasks for the summer holidays, which should keep you busy. Some tasks, may work better 

typed, others not – so, if you want to send screenshots, that is fine. Please email me on 

jellis@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk if you have any questions on the tasks or about the course in general. 

Mr Ellis 



 

 

Warm up task 

First up, have a go at the Political Compass test, you do not have to reveal your answers but will get you 

thinking. 

https://www.politicalcompass.org/test 

 

 

 

 

Politics in the UK 

This is a detailed and comprehensive assignment that you have been given. Do not rush it. You 

should expect to spend longer on these tasks than any homework you have completed before. A 

Level Politics will be a significant step up from the work you have completed in Year 11. 

Task One – People in Politics 

 

Over the course of your studies, you will be learning about some of the key figures in world 

politics. You will also be looking at local politics. 

 

For your first task, you should research these roles and list their powers, how long they can stay in 

the role, how they are elected – and then produce mini bios for them (around 200 words each). 

 

A key skill of Politics A Level is research and finding reliable sources (not just Wikipedia). 

You are required to complete ALL of the activities in this transition pack for your first Politics 

lesson. The A Level in Politics is a fun, embracing yet challenging qualification. It will develop your 

thinking skills and vastly expand your knowledge of politics both in the UK and in the wider world. 

There will be eight taught hours per fortnight. It is then expected that you spend the equivalent 

class time outside class (free periods/home) on outside reading. 

 

https://www.politicalcompass.org/test


 

Part one 

You may want to use some of these sites to help you:  

https://www.gov.uk/ 

https://www.usa.gov/ 

https://www.parliament.uk/about/mps-and-lords/members/mps/ 

 

a) Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 

 

 

b) President of the USA 

 

 

c) Your local MP (member of Parliament) 

 

 

d) A politician/leader from another country (not UK or USA) that you admire. 

 

 

Part two 

There are four ‘great offices of state’ in the UK. Look up what these are, who currently hold these 

positions and what they involve. 

                                                          

Task Two – News and Elections 

https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.parliament.uk/about/mps-and-lords/members/mps/


Politics is a subject which cannot be unplugged from news and current affairs. Twitter is seen by 

some to be the best way to follow Politics – journalists, politicians and politicos alike use it to share 

news and information as well as discuss political issues.  

I would advise that you create yourselves Twitter accounts as soon as possible and follow the 

below users for Political information and news, if you already have a Twitter account – you may 

use that but may want a separate account depending on how you use that account. 

 

@Britainelects (for news and updates on all things electoral in the UK) 

@easypoliticsuk (good summary page for all Politics stories) 

@BBCNews / @SkyNews (or any other news station of your choice – or even more than one!) 

@bbcquestiontime (the UK’s most-watched political talk-show: BBC Question Time) 

@BorisJohnson (prime minister) 

@POTUS (the president of the United States of America) 

@DExEUgov (The Department for Exiting the European Union) 

@stgeorgesgovpol (St George’s Politics Twitter account) 

 

And a range of political journalists like…  

@mrjamesob (James O’Brien) 

@SophyRidgeSky (Sophy Ridge) 

@maitlis (Emily Maitlis) 

@NIabbot (Nick Abbot) 

@KateEMcCann (Kate McCann) 

@afneil (Andrew Neil) 

Your second task is to keep an eye on these Twitter accounts (as well as wider sources – the news 

and shows on TV, newspapers and others) over the next three weeks and make a note of any 

particularly interesting news that is relevant to Politics in the UK and the USA.  

We have an active Instagram account that you should follow, if you do not already 

@stgeorgespolitics 

Elections 

The most recent general election in the UK was 2019.  

Have a look at these sources, and answer the questions below : 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election/2019/results 

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8749/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election/2019/results
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8749/


https://www.theguardian.com/politics/ng-interactive/2019/dec/12/uk-general-election-2019-full-

results-live-labour-conservatives-tories 

a) Who were the majority party and how many seats did they get? 

b) What is a ‘seat? 

c) Which party came second? 

d) The SNP gained 48 seats but only compete in elections in one part of the UK? Where is that 

and why? 

Task Three – British Political History 

 

You need to create an A3 or A4 Political History timeline for the UK. On your timeline you should 

include a number of features such as (but not necessarily ONLY these – and for an extension, 

include the dates at which major UK political parties were founded): 

The signing of the Magna Carta, the opening of the House of Commons, the introduction of the Bill 

of Rights, the Act of Union, Representation of the People Acts and European Communities Act.  

Task Four – Parties and Issues 

To start, you should quickly research the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat parties. What do they 

stand for? Then, use the internet, textbooks and your imagination to create your own political party which 

will stand at the next election. You should include the party’s name, some points as to what the party 

stands for and three key policies your party will introduce if they are elected including why you would 

introduce them. These policies will cost money - will people have to pay more tax or would you make 

savings elsewhere? You have to justify your decisions. Some topics to consider might be: 

Health 

Crime 

Housing 

Education 

Legal age for drinking/age of consent/driving age 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/ng-interactive/2019/dec/12/uk-general-election-2019-full-results-live-labour-conservatives-tories
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/ng-interactive/2019/dec/12/uk-general-election-2019-full-results-live-labour-conservatives-tories


Task 5 – Read all about it… 

 

Most of what you read about in the news usually involves Politics in some form (either directly or 

indirectly).  

Part one 

Watch these clips (some may contain bad language). 

How are politicians portrayed here and why do you think public perception of politicians is influenced by 

the media? 

Clip 1 : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dh7ZZuhKDOw 

Clip 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4IZTMTYP9A 

Clip 3 : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmApB6ONMUU 

Write a 200 word summary. 

Part two 

Newspapers play an important part in not just reporting the news but also in providing viewpoints 

and influencing readers. 

They are generally divided into two types of papers – broadsheets (often a more serious slant on 

issues) – e.g. The Guardian, The Telegraph & Times and tabloids (less serious but often more 

widely read) e.g. The Mail, The Mirror & The Sun. Some of these may be behind a paywall, but you 

can purchase physical copies – as well as online. 

I would like you to look at a topic or news story that you find interesting over the summer and 

read one broadsheet and one tabloid article on that, summarising  

a) what the story is 

b) can you sense any political bias? 

c) has your opinion changed after reading the article? 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dh7ZZuhKDOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4IZTMTYP9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmApB6ONMUU


 

 

You will be issued with textbooks at the start of Year 12; however, you may want to purchase your own 

copy of the core textbook.  

a) So, that you can use it to help you over the summer and  

b) It means that you can make notes and mark it, which you will not be able to do with a school copy. 

 

Please see link below for textbook. 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/government-politics/products/16-18/aqa-a-level-

government-and-politics-of-the-uk-and 

Don’t feel that you have to buy this now – it is not essential for summer work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/government-politics/products/16-18/aqa-a-level-government-and-politics-of-the-uk-and
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/government-politics/products/16-18/aqa-a-level-government-and-politics-of-the-uk-and

